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*Homicide (*Murder *Manslaughter)
* Drug Offences
= Sexual Offences

LEGAL AID POLICE STATION & CRIMINAL DEFENCE

= Arrest and Police Station Representation * Fraud and Business Crime
* Benefit Fraud
* Confiscation and Asset Recovery/ *

= Criminal Appeals

= Domestic Violence
erious Violence and Assault
urglary, Theft & Criminal Damage

aiorem ww AT zeTm AT j‘é‘[i.{ j‘é‘[QQ
4 Unit 14-15, 1st Floor, T: 0207377 5055 .co.uk
% ;Lﬂnh’ﬂ’n[um 1-13 Adler St. London E1 1EG |F: 0207377 5005
Solicitors

AKM Quamruzzaman (Zaman) | Solicitor & Commissioner for Oaths | Mobite: 07903 116 371

= Civil Penalty
= Civil Litigation = Landlord & Tenant

Other services

>Offences = Flight Delay Claims
* Family & Children = Holiday Sickness Claims
* Personal Injury Claims = Commercial Conveyancing

Great SIM Only Deal!!

&

3000 mins to Bangladesh & 100+ countries, £1 5 month
Unlimited UK Mins, Text & 6 GB Mobile data

From
® No credit check

¢ No hassle

Contact:
Call: 0207 1851111 /0203 153 0000

Email: info@call4free.co.uk
*T&C apply
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simplecall

simplecall is...
honest

e Genuine minutes
e No hidden charges

e No connection fees

simplecall.com

020 343 50181
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WEEKLY DESH

Britain’s first nationwide
FREE Bengali newsweekly

WWW.WEEKLYDESH.CO.UK
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= ESOL A1, A2, B1 &B2

= Food Hygiene Level: 1,2,3,& 4
m Health & Safety Level 1,2,3 &4
® Child Protection & First Aid

* Eastend Training is an exam centre forover ™ Immigration Home Inspection Report

50 courses including ESOL, Maths and ICT.
To book your ESOL exam please call 02070961188

EASTEND TRAINING wiingvense:

Home of Lifelong Learning LRI

Free Life in the UK courses available
No pass no fee for trinity B1 courses
Terms and conditions apply.

M: 07539 31 6 742 ABDUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY

221 Whitechapel Road, (2nd Floor) London E1 1DE
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Express Bmlders

For LocAL PEOPLE

Plumber 24/7

Bathroom & Kitchen installation specialist

m Washing Machine No Fix No Fee, m All types of Boiler
Repairs, m BTaps, Tanks, Cylinders, over flows m Drain
blockages, m Washing Machine, Freeze, Cooker, Freezer
m Electric, Plumbing, Heating, Gass Safty Checks

Mobile- 07957 148 101

Local engineer for you

DISTANCE LEARNER ONSITE

Green Vision TRAINING CENTRE, LONDOI

Q0% A CATE FNGGTe FARDE i o
@GR ETBIN @9 GRT AR T TCACR:

B1 (ISE 1) English courses for Private Hire Drivers
B1 English courses for British citizenship and ILR

A2 English courses for Spouse visa extension

Property Inspection Report for Immigration Purpose
Life in the UK Test Preparation & Training :

Please Contact:

Tel: 0203 129 2648 | Mob: 07912 351 329 /07883 087 170

Email: info@gvec.co.uk | Web: www.gvec.co.uk
241A Whitechapel Road, 3rd Floor, Unit 2, (Above Ponchokhana Restuarant), London, E1 1DB

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING COURSES

® FOOD HYGIENE

©® HEALTH & SAFETY

® HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
® FIRSTAID

©® TEACHING ASSISTANT

® FIRE AWARENESS .
® CUSTOMER SERVICE )

® (SCS (Health & Safety for
construction industry)

©® REFRESHER COURSE

ax
]

e

I Bt oo

*l<y LONDON |
=f{e}= TRAINING ,g
):1 CENTRE o

All courses are QCF (Ofqual) accredited and certified with quality training from experienced trainers

Business Development Centre, UNIT 7
Call: 020 7377 5966 | 07961 064 965 7.5 Greatorex Street, London E1 5NF

info@londontrainingcentre.com | www.londontrainingcentre.com

(® Highfield nefe. »"< ASDAN

THE BEST §
FOR LESS

-

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

® HOME INSPECTION REPORT FOR
IMMIGRATION PURPOSES

® FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

® GRANT/FUND MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANCY AND APPLICATION

[ ——
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www.probashipalligroup.com

5000 A5 Leaflets _m
i i | £65 S
9,00,000//;| | fon =
Printed full colour, single side on --u..‘_:"
g" 130gsm gloss.
TR -
+8898UbL-AR303 mﬁaiv... vibvant-... " big
+88 Qb dbr & E>08% . +
IMPACT...
+88 QbOSb'QQ))Q > ® Concepts ® Menus @ Brochures > ® PostPers
l; ® Corporate ID “ @ Stationary @ Calendars E © Vinyl Banners
’ m ﬂ@ M u @ lllustration = ® Flyers @ NCR Bill Books n © Pull-up Banners
m ® Print .- ® Leaflets ©® Wedding Cards m © Pop-up Stands
AT 8 FAN AT SN Sam @ Display ® Posters ® Magazines OEEE @ Prints on Canvas
U ® Web n ® Folders ® Books g © A Boards

. X\
mrprinters

QUALITY PRINTING AT TRADE PRICES SINCE 1991

Our excellent customer service and high quality printing make us the most
reliable printing partner for all the projects you need done.

SPECIAL OFFERS

50,000 A4 Menus

won £6000

Printed full colour on 130gsm gloss.
Excludes design and delivery

Roller Banners

from €39

With Stand & Carry Case.
VAT & design extra.
Limited period only

020 8507 3000 | info@mrprinters.co.uk | www.mrprinters.co.uk
07958 766 448 | Unit 4, 24 Thames Road, Barking, Essex 1G11 OHZ
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ACCOIUNTANTS DirectLine: 07528 118 118
Bif=e =0 203
L N T 02034117843

¢ Accounts for LTD Company

» Restaurants & Take Away

¢ Cab Drivers & Small Shops [69 Vallance Roadj
¢ Builders & Plumbers

» VAT London E1 5BS

» Payroll

¢ Company Formations
¢ Business Plan
b Tax Return

RE il Irml.lmruwan

We are registered licence

E: Info@tajaccountants.couk z P 4
halder in public practice

W www tajaccountants.co.uk

AL

FIS BiIN?
‘E3 DEBT MANAGEMENT’

C@F’@? @'@ ﬁiﬂ 8 CG_’HT‘{ Ask for details

SARTATY TACS IR 717 kiR

@ ALY A A
Interest freeze + S191d Total 3799 [mEeaileap @] T e 2eA -t (a0
up to 9¢ % WIF FA Yo T A&

AR A <A,

ELTGIE R G L R ek« el ) To get Credit Cards &
Loan it =iy fae

0 =S o8 0 @ 8 (@Fh
FIET T SR TR [

Serving for last 8 years

Call: Mon - Sat : 10am - 8pm

(Please do not call from withheld number)

@IfZF 8 AFTENTAR NoF-To51
(SIS AT ATS

L BT, 5 TR : iR e @@ Qe
{9 QTR GreMT I ABIE, 9N @ el

Sferis @ Piafed givale Sieenaa (12 W1

| FATTIR 80 TNCF (MR A FACE A2

AN TR @92 ISR FEFE

| AefiEree (R RIS TR AR AT
| o IS ARErEy [T ge o e

40 I AR, 96 (miba FfeReT IS WA
vfrmﬁawmwﬁrmﬁasm@ﬁmﬁ

| EO 8 RIS ifRe ey @eeliEd
| oifrw ol WETETE ST el o femmest

/1% frcaferame

i 205¢ A ARFITH TY TS| SHA ST
@M oozt a9 T | G299 Boo e

T BIEETTFA O TN AW, TSI FASR
Wﬁmﬁmwﬁqvgaﬁmﬂw%ww?
WS BT T, RS- AN@IS! o
wwawmmﬁmﬁwm?ﬁmﬁm’«
WWWW?WW
Wmmewﬁmwm
TR Wwﬁw ARG AT

®$W?W®WW cﬂ%wﬁm
QA Ve Beeilee, wfeae o T o
Rl SRFTE Eiee e [aaBe

| Bk il BAL)

l(owal lewellers

QR0 TTE 2ITT

C i I l I gi q C l | I l Mohammad Kowaj Ali Khan
Owner of Kowaj Jewellers

719 T (U1 QI (e et Feefq wois
aﬁwgmﬁamgﬁwwmﬁ
FRCHTGT MqaceE @[ e SR |

T ARCHE AP HAGR (@R & |

Zhet. Gobd Spaciadiel

Mr Ali (T-mob) : 07950 417 360
Tel: 02081230430 Fax: 020 7806 0776
Email: debtsolutions@hotmail.co.uk
Suite 10, 219 Bow Road, London E3 2SJ

Please find us in you tube and
Google by typing: 3 debt management
www.facebook.com/e3debtmanagement

www.sites.google.com/site/E3DEBTMANAGEMENT

310 Bethnal Green Rd, London E2 0AG
Tel: 0207729 2277
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Account Name: Baitus Salaam Mosque
Account No: 5818001005902

Bank Name: Sonali Bank

Branch: Shahbaz Pur, Barlekha, Moulvi Bazar

(London Spoke person: 07940 782 876)
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Tel: 020 8593 2286 / 020 7537 6001
W W Open: Mon-Sat: 9am - 6.30pm Sun: 10am - 5pm

www.gandhiorientalfoods.co.uk
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GANDHI CASH & CARRY

Mile End Road

Gandhi Cash & Carry
231/233 Mile End Road
London E1 4AA

Ripple Road

GOF House , Unit 5,

A13 Approach (Rima House)
Ripple Road, Barking,

Essex 1G11 ORG

We accept major debt/credit cards

Thomas Road

GOF House

42-44 Thomas Road
London E14 7B)
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FULL PACKAGE

TICKET ® HOTEL 3-5 STARS® VISA® TRANSPORT
EXPERIENCED MUALLIM TOUR GUIDE AROUND MECCA AND MADINA

ZAM ZAM TRAVELS

MONEY TRANSFER AND CARGO
388 GREEN STREET, LONDON, E13 9AP

¢ 02084701155

< zamzamtravelsuk@gmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL &

DOMESTICFLIGHTS ON YOUR
CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS

HAJJ & HOLIDAY PACKAGES

o e Money Transfer e Cou

Hotline: 0207 790 1234 (PBX)
Direct: 0207 702 7460

TRAVEL SERVICES
CHEAP AIR TICKETS FOR

KUSHIAR/

CARGO

C ISIRE

LOW COST FLIGHTS TO ANY CITY

AROUND THE WORLD

WORLDWIDE CARGO SERVICE
WE CAN HELP WITH: Passport - No

Visa - Renewal Matters

SILEIRCUCHE (5
8 FETCAITER 9%
Warn%

313-319 COMMERCIAL ROAD
LONDON E1 2PS, F: 0207 790 3063
E: kushiaratravel@hotmail.com e

B Worldwide Money Transfer
M Bureau De Exchange

We buy & sell

BDTaka, USD, Euro
5 8 FebaR
FECR @ (T A AT
8 &f\ &-Raw
RISl 3 |

rier SerVICe

Open
7 days
a week
10am-8pm

SERVICES

LGS
fafeq *= 3ieh 3 aife |

B TR i ¢ PR

%c%ﬁmw

W T f66ed -9 @R
8 AN 307 AS

S & M building Maintenance Itd

u SYSTEM TO COMBI BOILER CONVERTION
® BOILER SERVICE & NEW INSTALLATION
u CENTRAL HEATING POWER FLASHING

u LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE

u ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING WORK

u COOKER SERVICE & INSTALLATION No: 231695
= REFURBISH THE WHOLE HOUSE

ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY
UNIT 21-THE WHITECHAPEL CENTRE
85-MYRDLE STREET LONDON E1 1HL | =

safe

wll @hotmail.com

REGISTER

Mob 07863 289758
07985 262 696
Email:
s-m-building

“ﬁlﬂlﬁWWmmmwmmmmqﬁm
A i HCRFEE we fovont suibfes oz w1 2ome

Good News: We arrange Marriage Certificate & Divorce Certificate
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e 07533 412 951, Email: shamsul1977 @ hotmail.coak

170 Cannon Street, London E1 2LH [VEOYZTYTRER X WW@%WW(W)

, 1O

St> is-50-07




G (AR G 2ffs Foges] oM I
faaafeR AR @0 Aem! R Somwst e
fagafr e Mefe e e an
e =i & oreh wf aa | e ore
33 IR IR O e 9w FIR0G
e e 851 Iy X e W @
(ATed | @ gEarey KAt ¢ o s
G Rl - ST T o
AT (I GAFS ot |

M IR AR &R G ORI
a1 I, IR (IR o SRIS
foger sfa 3 oa e weee | fefa
3feram wa e 7] (0 ek e
TSR SACHE A & Teed &l
Foee| 47| T | ol Jeiey sRgmET
T O D G e e NEg
TSN FE 0 G |

i 30, (I T T2 F @R T
SRS (MAf BIF AR sjferel | emrered
oAt A Tge J4R[ SAPTTS A0 SIS

34 o TR | oE /It kG {6
SCE S (7 TG | fofey Tt @i qaice
oIy 1 SRR I A S ol eargeyef
A AT | E KA e A9 et
1 0= (1 | O 0, Wi Q03 A ARS
auf 3fEIE A AL T G | IR
T, TR (27195 W] @2 (2D wgf
foq | ol e onfil SR (=0 SR 2RI oeia
G AT PIFfaTs W fre e |

Gt IR R AL TS GRS
GFAG (I AT T | &9 e wqiat
(AFE JSANE FLATE T TG PR
m@ﬂawiﬁmﬂuﬁawﬁam|
TrEy, AER 3 9N @ I e
eI oS o 2 (A FOIga M
AR T FAR | (T W DT (F
Ao P 7gE [EGH @ o FE
SRR T (AR @ TN FA T
Qe GRS FeeIR T e w1 2eEE
SR (eIt Teleife fdifbe 2R |

A (26 IR AR A (D IS (ATF
BB G FIZT (TR 24T I TS FEE |
s Rt e oM e Soifge ferem
FeR1ey RGieR sesfe gaa s, 7 Telsfe
B S BIE, < SR WA G ©E PR
oA, B e Rt Sommel (el e, ol
TG ¢ @ oH WA (@ R A,
fpgIel SorTeen wIfmuad AEE ©IR (A (g
4, Rt @l (g 9, CrEE W, JEe
RGAPR T AR W T, Yfeqq T2, TR
A THAE TRTIel e, T [
Terife fiarz B, femw faen faaafog Teife
I ST ¥, JeTE gt Teieife g
T, AT TR iR o o reeie e
e, 2 Te1eie T Bffee, o1y g ST e,
i i, FEam R Mare Tme e f,
WA (O G (R, e IR e,
T S 1R, ST (R R0, R e, g
<Y, TR R 7R T Flew ST,
W_mﬂﬂlﬂ\wm

13

79 Y e 7% g S
Wm Jpal fedd

WEEKLY DESH 21 - 27 JULY 2017 |

% Jfex fewree Fae wifke
TGP oA ST TS
s, ferpfm e S
ord, K Ifem TEe
EIRf5a eleifs seamt g
Afeee e v @few

*F Jfea wifes TmPTE seo
AR AW TN fead w4

=7 |

7 Ifeama @ IZE-a3
Toeiferg ¢ AR AR
2 e age forws
A St oAfpiEE are
aqiv wfefd R Eifge
fersm Yfear 2O wmIRenE
ogE AEE | e wfefy
o Toifye farew  comEm
AR o Fw! sgw i,

Sfw, fafdz el Zom@m
Tww @ AMEERE  TFAE
KIES L

SR Wy Sefge fare
GRe efefify sz oM
SIAWE, IS Bfwe T4,
fam Sfwe, wiam  m
19V, R T (BIYA,
G A=A, AlF S Semm
@@ IR, TACERE o
Tfwr, =R T @ @i
IR | W el

ck_"i-—'::—_ﬁ

Uar—aa aln

EATE AN, WS T, FAE T
it e, B Ao, T Ao
W W e e, oft e
BEAEChE e T, Bl e

Ww‘?q e, (U]
SEHIJ

MONEY TO
BANGLADESH

131 Whitechapel Road
London E1 1DT, 020 7247 2119
(Dposite Exst Landon Maosjid)

.

42-5 High 5t North Manor Park

l..ﬂndon E12 6TL, 020 8552 6067
(Oponite Baltur Rahman Masjid)

Y] WH0E 9 O e

EVERY DAY 10AM 0 8PM 7%
e [ ¥

s Ygre Bl (126 @ Relfes

www.harakah.info

Taka Rate Line : 020 7247 0800

Qfe Mear oaE Fifd

Money
Transfer

IMMIGRATION

Family visit Visa
Spousa visa, fiancée,
Studant a5

All Po
Britis u!u.i-l'li‘sllly
Bail applications
Asyium

Human Righis

Wab

Specialist -
Imm|

Deportation and Removal matters

Email: info@whitehorselawcom t
www.whitehorselawcom f

WHITE  QJHORSE
SOLICITORS & NOTARY MUBLIC
MD LIAQUAT SARKER
(LLB Hons)

gration

OTHER AREAS OF LAW

Appeal & Judicial Revie
Application for regulan
All EU Immigration matt

96 White Horse Lane, London E14LR M =

Authorised & Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
Principal Solicitor: Muhammad Karim

MNotarial Services
Family
Company Law
ESS law
Litigation
Parsonal [njuny
Islamic will &
All EU Immigration matters
Property & Housing Disrapair

07919 485 316
: 02071181778
: 0207681 3223
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m Kitchen Fittings

® Restaurant
Decorating

(12-cotas

HARIS BUILDERS

@i @ Zife® et
Mob : 07946 028 893

m Extension ® Plumbing = Tiling
m Loft Conversions.

= Major Redecorating
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B & D Builders

¢ | (All kind of building works undertaken with guarantee)

~

OFFICEUNITS TOLET
Whitechapel Market

£100 to 150 weekly

07939131131/ info@oliverstern.co.uk

Ground Floor Units Available at 234 Whitechapel Road London E1
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Dr. Mizanur Rahman
MSc, DHMS, D.Hom, MD(AM)PhD

Dr. Ahmed Hossain
MA, D.Hom(England)

Chairman
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK

Secretary
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK

271a Whitechapel Road
(2nd Floor, Room G) Mob : 07723 706 996

Tel : 020 3372 5424

London E1 1BY Email : homoeoherbal@yahoo.co.uk
www.homoeoherbal.co.uk

AT : CTINAIA (ATF *f{ FAFIE D351 (AT AFyT 961 7@ |
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» Cargo and excess baggage specialist
« Fast and reliable cargo service
* Worldwide cargo

« Delivary safely and on time
Door to door service

JMG Birmingham Office:
Moynul Islam - 07877 487 492

JMG Manchester Office:

Zahanglr Ahmed - 07891 620 145

020 7247 7770

020 7247 8878

www jmgcargoandtravel com
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Had an accident
that wasn't your fault?
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INSURED REPLACEMENT
VEHICLES AVAILABLE
IMMEDIATELY:

PRESTIGE HAS A VEHICLE SUITABLE
FOR YOU WHETHER IT’S A VW
SHARAN, A ZAFIRA, A VECTRA OR A
MERCEDES BENZ SALOON
INCLUDING C, E AND S CLASS ALL
COME FULLY INSURED AND PCO
REGISTERED.

DON’'T DELAY CALL US NOW ON

PRESTIGE » 0208523 1555
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Ac attacks: hundreds of delivery drivers

Court delivers verdicts in biggest

protest outside the houses of Parliament  trafficking trial

Grenfell Tower residents in uproar
over failure to distribute donations

Angry questions were raised at a
public meeting on Tuesday over
the £20m raised by charities and
individual fundraisers for the
victims of the Grenfell Tower fire,
with residents demanding to know
why so little money had been
disbursed to affected residents.

“Where is this money? It's not
reaching the Grenfell survivors,”
shouted one person. “This is money

Foundation.

“None of this money is controlled
by the authority [the council],” he
said. “It's controlled by the Charity
Commission and it's right that you
should have full disclosure.”
According to the BBC, less than
£800,000 of the £20m donated has
been disbursed in the past five
weeks. Charities and others
involved in managing the money

disaster for political reasons. One
woman suggested that people who
had thrown themselves or fallen
from the burning tower and those
who later died in hospital had not
been counted in the official figure
of 80, which police admit could
increase by a small number.

“| can categorically say that is not
true,” responded DI Simon Fox of
the Metropolitan police, who is in

that was given by Joe Public; where
is it now? Who gives these people
the right to say how this money is
distributed?”

The questions were directed at a
panel of experts invited by the
Grenfell Response Team, the official
government and local authority
unit which organised the two-hour
meeting at the Notting Hill
Methodist church.

Barry Quirk, the interim chief
executive of Kensington and
Chelsea council, said the sums
raised were phenomenal and
included money donated via 700
JustGiving pages as well as major
appeals launched by the Red Cross,
the Evening Standard and the
Kensington and Chelsea

say they have to ensure it is
properly accounted for and it
reaches the right people. But some
admit that the multiple appeals
and funds have led to a chaotic
situation.

The second public meeting within
a week again saw furious residents
vent their anger on public officials,
with calls of “resign” and “liars”
resounding around the church’s
worship space. The chairperson
struggled to keep any semblance of
order as heated and emotional
residents shouted at the panel and
each other.

Official casualty figures were
repeatedly challenged, with some
claiming that the police were
covering up the true scale of the

charge of recovery at the scene.
The police had used bank accounts,
mobile phones, health records and
other data to establish who was
living in the tower.

Fox conceded that the final death
toll may be more than 80, or may
never be definitively known, but
said “most people will have
someone who will report them
missing”.

Rianna, 17, was heard in rare silence
as she told of her eight-year-old
nephew’s confusion and distress at
losing his teacher in the fire and the
failure of the authorities to offer
counselling.

“Growing up in this community, |
loved it. But this whole tragedy has
made me see that we have no

support from you,” she told the

panel. “You are supposed to
support us ... It's hard to watch
people fall, jump, lose their
families.”

Quirk told her: “It's absolutely clear
to me you've been let down by the

statutory public authorities ... will
do everything in my power to i
change the management of this :
organisation, so people can help :

you 24/7, whenever you need it."

Mahad, a tower resident, said it was
wrong to call the people of north
Kensington poor or uneducated.
“We are rich, rich in dignity. You are

dishonouring all of us, traumatising . .

hol it You h i woman to receive the prestigious
a whole communtty... YOU NaVe i 46 Medial for mathematics, has
been put in a position of trustand died in the US

you have let the people down.”

He accused the officials of working
on behalf of the borough'’s wealthy
residents: “We will look after our
children and our future. There's no
way that you who work for the rich
folks are going to push us out of
our homes and our community.”

the safety of hundreds of other
buildings which used similar
cladding to Grenfell Tower. The
Department for Communities and
Local Government said on Tuesday
that 243 buildings in 57 local
authority areas had failed

combustibility tests on samples of :
their panel systems, a 100% failure
rate. These comprise 235 high-rise :

residential buildings, one
combined school/residential
building, another school and six
buildings at five NHS trusts.

The tests have been criticised as
being too simplistic because only

the combustibility of the core :
aluminium
Prof Mirzakhani and her husband,
i Czech scientist Jan Vondrak, had
panel on the fire risk from cladding, :

led by Sir Ken Knight, a former Some social media users criticised

government chief fire and rescue : ranjan officials for not using recent

adviser, is now overseeing large- : jmages of Prof Mirzakhani which

scale tests on six full cladding | showed heruncovered hair. Iranian

systems made up of cladding | \yomen must cover their hairin line

panels, insulation material and fire § \yith a strict interpretation of

breaks, to see how the whole : |slamiclaw on modesty.
i lranian
The government has also warned : politicians used older pictures in

landlords that the removal of i thejr social media tributes, which

leaving  combustible : show her hair covered.

insulation exposed, must not be i Stanford University President Marc

allowed to increase the fire risk to Tessier-Lavigne described Prof

i Mirzakhani  as

material  inside
sandwich panels was assessed. The
government's  expert advisory

system responds in a blaze.

cladding,

buildings.

‘Maryam Mirzakhani, first

woman to win maths'
Fields Medal, dies

Prof Mirzakhani is seen as an inspiration for young female mathematicians

Maryam Mirzakhani, the first

The 40-year-old Iranian, a professor
at Stanford University, had breast
cancer which had spread to her
bones.

Nicknamed the "Nobel Prize for
Mathematics', the Fields Medal is
only awarded every four years to

i between two and four

Concern continues to grow over -
9 ¢ mathematicians under 40.

It was given to Prof Mirzakhani in
2014 for her work on complex
geometry and dynamical systems.
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
said Prof Mirzakhani's death caused
"great sorrow," state media
reported.

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif said her death was a cause for
grief for all Iranians.

"A light was turned off today. It
breaks my heart... gone far too
soon," US-Iranian scientist Firouz
Naderi posted on Instagram.

He added in a subsequent post: "A
genius? Yes. But also a daughter, a
mother and a wife."

one daughter.

official  media and

a  Drilliant

mathematical theorist and also a
humble person who accepted
honours only with the hope that it
might encourage others to follow
her path".

"Maryam is gone far too soon but
her impact will live on for the
thousands of women she inspired
to pursue math and science," he
said.

"Her contributions as both a scholar
and a role model are significant and
enduring and she will be dearly
missed here at Stanford and
around the world."

Born in 1977, Prof Mirzakhani was
brought up in post-revolutionary
Iran and won two gold medals in
the International Mathematical
Olympiad as a teenager.

She earned a PhD at Harvard
University in 2004, and later worked
at Princeton before securing a
professorship at Stanford in 2008.
Her receipt of the Fields Medal
three years ago ended a long wait
for women in the mathematics
community for the prize, first
established in 1936.

Prof Mirzakhani was also the first
Iranian to receive it.

The citation said she had made
"striking and highly original
contributions to geometry and
dynamical systems" and that her
most recent work constituted "a
major advance".

Prof Dame Frances Kirwan, a
member of the medal selection
committee from the University of
Oxford, said at the time: "l hope
that this award will inspire lots
more girls and young women, in
this country and around the world,
to believe in their own abilities and
aim to be the Fields Medallists of
the future."
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Acd attacks: hundreds of delivery drivers
protest outside the houses of Parliament

Lk -ﬂ" ;

Delivery riders during a demonstration in Parliament Square on 18 July (PA)

Hundreds of food delivery riders have
blocked roads outside the Houses of
Parliament in a protest demanding
protection after a spate of acid attacks in
London.

At least 200 scooters and motorbikes
arrived in Parliament Square honking their
horns and carrying signs saying “Who will
give us security at work?” and “Delivery
drivers are at risk".

Jabed Hussain, the victim of the first of five
acid attacks that hit the capital in just 90
minutes on Thursday, was among the
demonstrators carrying a banner reading:
“Stop acid attacks, bike theft and
motorcycle crime.”

“Today | am a victim and tomorrow you
might be a victim of acid attack,” he wrote
on Facebook ahead of the event.
“Together we can beat acid gangs
including knife attacks -stand up against it
before it goes viral.”
Mr Hussain, a 32-year-old UberEats delivery
driver, was riding through Haggerston
when two men on a moped pulled up to his
left and threw the liquid on him.

Acid attack victim Jabed Hussain (centre)
during a demonstration in Parliament
Square on 18 July (PA)

The attackers stole his moped after he
started to feel the burning, dismounted and
took off his helmet.

“I was just begging for water because by
that time it was burning on my face,” he
said.

“Then | started screaming, | feel like dry and
burning, | feel like somebody put fire on my
face.”

Mr Hussain said he had been left too scared
to go back to work, with his wife and family
pleading with him to leave his job.

He was discharged from hospital with
minor injuries but Deliveroo rider Jabed
Duzzahuru is thought to have been
permanently scarred after he was targeted
on his way home from work later that night.
They were among five moped riders
targeted with acid on Thursday, which
followed a separate attack on two cousins
in Beckton and another on a pregnant
woman and her partner in Bow.

Protesters called for more action to protect
them in the capital, amid calls from MPs for
acid to be licenced and tougher sentences
to discourage perpetrators.

They blocked traffic in Westminster on
Tuesday afternoon, before marching on

"It's easy to obtain, it's
cheap, it's hard to trace
back to the perpetrator,
and while it's relatively
hard to obtain a gun,
knives are more tightly
restricted, criminals seem
to have concluded that
acid is a less risky weapon
for them to commit violent
crimes,” he added.

foot to demand stronger penalties for those
caught using corrosive liquids as a weapon.
One UberEats driver, who gave his name
only as Worneh, said: “It's come to a point
where riders, we don't feel safe.

"Every time a bike pulls up behind us, we're
always worried that it's our time for
someone to throw acid in our face, or to
stab us.

"It's not only riders, this is for the public in
general as well. No one feels safe anymore.”
Worneh called for more police
motorcyclists on the road to be able to
trace suspects and for companies to take
action, adding: “There are certain areas we
do not dare go in to after 7pm.”

Egson Peraraira, a 28-year-old rider who
works for Deliveroo and Uber Eats, claimed
his friend had been a victim of an attack
and the police "did nothing".

"We pay expensive insurance and tax..we
work hard every day and we are not being
protected,” he told the BBC

Lyla, a member of protest organisers the
Motorcycle Crime Prevention Community,
said the biggest problem for drivers was
not the sale of acid, but the fact that
attackers are also on mopeds.

"These people wouldn't have acid if they
were trying to run on foot, on bicycles or in
cars,” she added, saying that perpetrators
can remove their helmets and be confident
that police will not chase them because
regulations over the danger of fatal crashes.
Takeaway firms have been contacting their
drivers in recent days with proposals to
allay fears and improve safety.

An email sent to staff by Deliveroo chief
executive Will Shu announced the launch
of new weekly rider safety surgeries and a
contact email and number for riders to
report concerns, writing: “An attack on one
of usis an attack on all of us.”

His email said the company would allow
riders to refuse to deliver to areas where
they feel unsafe, assuring them it would not
affect employment prospects.

UberEats sent a note to all couriers on
Monday and emphasised that it does not
set zones or shifts for riders .

“Our team has been in touch and offered
support to the UberEats courier who was
sadly one of the victims of these attacks,”
the email said, adding that counselling
support was available and group meetings
on safety concerns would be held.

Ibrahim Dogus, chairman of the British
Takeaway Campaign, which represents
thousands of restaurants, said everyone
should be able to do their work “without
fear of intimidation or violence”.

"Our sympathies are those riders, and their
families, who were victims of acid attacks,”
he added. “We call upon the Metropolitan
Police to do everything in its powers to
prevent further attacks, including
restricting the sales of strong acid, and
bring those carrying out these attacks to
justice.”

A 16-year-old boy has appeared in court
charged over Thursday's acid attacks,
denying 13 offences including robbery and
GBH with intent.

Two other court cases are underway
relating to the attacks on Resham Khan and
Jameel Muhktar, and the assault on a
pregnant woman in Bow, while there have
been no arrests following another
suspected acid attack on Friday in
Dagenham.

MPs called for the Government to take
urgent action including tougher sentences,
the introduction of specific acid-related
offences and a crackdown on sales in
Parliament on Monday.

Labour former minister Stephen Timms,
who led a Commons debate on the issue,
said that acid is becoming a "preferred
weapon for gangs carrying out robberies”.
"It's easy to obtain, it's cheap, it's hard to
trace back to the perpetrator, and while it's
relatively hard to obtain a gun, knives are
more tightly restricted, criminals seem to
have concluded that acid is a less risky
weapon for them to commit violent
crimes,” he added.

Amber Rudd, the Home Secretary, has
indicated that acid attack convictions could
soon carry life sentences as part of a
crackdown on corrosive substances
unveiled by the Government, which
includes a review of existing powers.
National Police Chiefs' Council statistics
suggest that more than 400 acid or
corrosive substance attacks were carried
out in the six months up to April 2017,
based on information from 39 forces in
England and Wales reporting the use of
bleach, ammonia and acid.
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Zion Harvey: Double hand
transplant boy plays baseball

Zion says he wants to write to the parents
of the child whose hands he now has

A US boy who made history as the world's
first child to have a double hand
transplant is now swinging a baseball bat

Zion's
new
hands

Zion was born with two hands but when
he was aged two, doctors had to
amputate them.

In his own words: "When | was two | had
to get my hands cut off because | was
sick."

Zion had sepsis, a life-threatening
infection. Doctors removed both his
hands at the wrist, and his legs below the
knee because they were dying. His
kidneys also failed.

At the age of four, after two years of
dialysis, Zion had a kidney transplant
using a kidney donated by his mother
Pattie Ray.

It was another four years before the boy
from Baltimore got his new hands.

Risky procedure

Zion's hand operation in June 2015 was a
big deal. Although not the first ever
double-hand transplant - that was in 1998
- he was the youngest to ever have the
procedure.

His doctors say Zion's medical story, along

with his positive personality and
determination, made him a great
candidate.

Transplant patients need to take lifelong
anti-rejection drugs and these can have
bad side-effects, which means the

A

LK
well, his doctors say.
It is two years since Zion Harvey, who is
now 10, was given new hands, and his
doctors say they are amazed by and
incredibly proud of his progress.

—

Zion can now write and feed and dress
himself, as well as grip a bat.

Although his hands came from a donor,
his brain has accepted them as his own,
medical tests show.

Dr Sandra Amaral, a member of the team
treating Zion at the Children's Hospital of
Philadelphia, told the BBC that Zion
continues to make significant progress.
"Heis able to swing a bat with much more
co-ordination, and he can write his name
quite clearly.

"His sensation continues to improve. It's
amazing.

"Now he can pat his mother's cheek and
feel it."

Dr Amaral said there was evidence that his
brain had rewired to take account of his
new hands.

The team has published medical notes
about his remarkable story in The Lancet
Child and Adolescent Health journal.

benefits of the surgery must outweigh the
risks.

Zion was already on this medication for
his kidney and after 18 months of close
assessment, the medical team was
confident a double-hand transplant could
benefit him.

Next came the wait for a donor of the right
size, skin tone and blood group
compatibility.

Three montbhs later they found a donor.
A team of 40 medical staff, including 10
surgeons, operated through the night and
into the early hours of the morning to fit
Zion's new hands.

One of the biggest challenges was
connecting up all the tiny blood vessels
that would keep the hands alive.

Dr Benjamin Chang, co-director of the
hand transplant programme at the
hospital, recalls: "We wanted to really
make sure that this was going to work for

our patient and work for a lifetime."

Zion Harvey: The boy with the double
hand transplant

Two years on, Zion is doing well.

There were a few times in the first year
after the transplant that Zion's doctors
feared his body was starting to reject the
new hands. Thankfully, tweaking his
medication helped.

His doctors say one of the most promising
things they have seen during the recovery
period is how well Zion's brain has
responded "despite the absence of hands
during a developmental period of rich fine
motor development between the ages of
two and eight years".

Speaking about Zion last year, lead
surgeon Dr Scott Levin said: "His brain is
communicating with his hands. His brain
says for his hands to move and they move.
And that in and of itself is remarkable."

Court delivers verdicts in
biggest trafficking trial

Many of the victims found in mass graves were Rohingya Muslims
- a persecuted minority from Myanmar's Rakhine State

Remains of human trafficking victims being rei

Thailand is handing down verdicts in its
biggest human trafficking trial, with
more than 100 defendants accused of
smuggling and trafficking refugees and
migrants on the Thailand-Malaysia
border.

By midday local time on Wednesday, a
judge had announced 21 guilty verdicts
from 103 defendants.

More judgements are expected later in
the day.

A Thai army general, Myanmar
nationals, Thai police officers and local
politicians are among those accused.
Arrests began in 2015 following the
discovery of 36 bodies in shallow
graves in southern Thailand.

That discovery exposed networks
which trafficked Rohingya Muslims
fleeing persecution in Myanmar and
held them for ransom in jungle camps
before they were granted passage to
Malaysia.

The trial began that year, when
authorities said traffickers held
migrants in the camps as hostages until
relatives were able to pay for their
release.

Many never made it out.

Thailand has yet to release a full report
on the graves and the results of post-
mortem forensic testing.

Rights groups say trafficking networks
were largely left intact by the 2015
crackdown and trial.

"We believe that the crackdown is only
a disruption of a trafficking network but
that network is still very much well in
place," said Amy Smith, an executive
director of rights group Fortify Rights.
Smith also said the current trial has a
narrow focus.

"We expect there are many more
perpetrators out there," she said. "This
is a big business with big money."
Sunai Phasuk, a senior researcher on
Thailand at Human Rights Watch, said:
"There needs to be more prosecution
against traffickers as well as more work
on rehabilitation of trafficking victims."
Lengthy legal process

The legal process in handing down
verdicts is lengthy in Thailand, and it

moved from mass graves in Thailand

may take hours before the judge
reveals the exact details of the verdicts
to a packed Bangkok court.

The trial has been marred by
allegations of intimidation against
witnesses, interpreters and police
investigators.

Thailand's government denies that
trafficking  syndicates are  still
flourishing and has said it has largely
eliminated human trafficking in the
country.

Journalists were not allowed in the
court room on Wednesday, but
proceedings were relayed on television
screens provided by the court.
Thailand has historically been a source,
destination and transit country for men,
women and children who are often
smuggled and trafficked from poorer,
neighbouring countries including
Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar to work
in Thailand or further afield in Malaysia,
often as labourers and sex workers.
Mass grave

Last month the US state department
left Thailand on a Tier 2 Watchlist, just
above the lowest ranking of Tier 3, in its
annual Trafficking in Persons (TIP)
Report because it did not do enough to
tackle  human  smuggling and
trafficking.

Al Jazeera's Scott Heidler, reporting
from Bangkok, said the scale of the trial
meant the verdicts would take several
hours to read and the hearing could last
into tomorrow.

"Most [human rights] observers are
hoping that there are going to be
follow-up cases because they also
believe - when you look at this case -
we're looking at a very small area; this
one mass grave they found along the
border in 2015 and one ring that
supplied those camps with the people
coming across down from Myanmar,"
he said.

"Human rights observers are hoping
that this is just the beginning and there
will be many more cases to come."

All the defendants earlier pleaded not
guilty and were placed under pre-trial
detention.




36

21 JUly 2017

www.weeklydesh.co.uk

englishnews @weeklydesh.co.uk

Feature

A despot in disguise: one man’s
mission to rip up democracy

George Monbiot

It's the missing chapter: a key to
understanding the politics of the past half
century. To read Nancy MacLean's new
book, Democracy in Chains: The Deep
History of the Radical Right's Stealth Plan
for America, is to see what was previously
invisible.

The history professor’s work on the subject
began by accident. In 2013 she stumbled
across a deserted clapboard house on the
campus of George Mason University in
Virginia. It was stuffed with the unsorted
archives of a man who had died that year
whose name is probably unfamiliar to you:
James McGill Buchanan. She says the first
thing she picked up was a stack of
confidential letters concerning millions of
dollars transferred to the university by the
billionaire Charles Koch.

Her discoveries in that house of horrors
reveal how Buchanan, in collaboration with
business tycoons and the institutes they
founded, developed a hidden programme
for suppressing democracy on behalf of the
very rich. The programme is now reshaping
politics, and not just in the US.

Buchanan was strongly influenced by both
the neoliberalism of Friedrich Hayek and
Ludwig von Mises, and the property
supremacism of John C Calhoun, who
argued in the first half of the 19th century
that freedom consists of the absolute right
to use your property (including your slaves)
however you may wish; any institution that

impinges on this right is an agent of
oppression, exploiting men of property on
behalf of the undeserving masses.

James Buchanan brought these influences
together to create what he called public
choice theory. He argued that a society
could not be considered free unless every
citizen has the right to veto its decisions.
What he meant by this was that no one
should be taxed against their will. But the
rich were being exploited by people who
use their votes to demand money that
others have earned, through involuntary
taxes to support public spending and
welfare. Allowing workers to form trade
unions and imposing graduated income
taxes were forms of “differential or
discriminatory legislation” against the
owners of capital.

Any clash between “freedom” (allowing the
rich to do as they wish) and democracy
should be resolved in favour of freedom. In
his book The Limits of Liberty, he noted that
“despotism may be the only organisational
alternative to the political structure that we
observe.” Despotism in defence of freedom.
His prescription was a “constitutional
revolution”: creating irrevocable restraints
to limit democratic choice. Sponsored
throughout his working life by wealthy
foundations, billionaires and corporations,
he developed a theoretical account of what
this constitutional revolution would look
like, and a strategy for implementing it.

He explained how attempts to desegregate
schooling in the American south could be
frustrated by setting up a network of state-

sponsored private schools. It was he who
first proposed privatising universities, and
imposing full tuition fees on students: his
original purpose was to crush student
activism. He urged privatisation of social
security and many other functions of the
state. He sought to break the links between
people and government, and demolish
trust in public institutions. He aimed, in
short, to save capitalism from democracy.
In 1980, he was able to put the programme
into action. He was invited to Chile, where he
helped the Pinochet dictatorship write a new
constitution, which, partly through the clever
devices Buchanan proposed, has proved
impossible to reverse entirely. Amid the
torture and killings, he advised the
government to extend programmes of
privatisation, austerity, monetary restraint,
deregulation and the destruction of trade
unions: a package that helped trigger
economic collapse in 1982.

None of this troubled the Swedish Academy,
which through his devotee at Stockholm
University Assar Lindbeck in 1986 awarded
James Buchanan the Nobel memorial prize for
economics. It is one of several decisions that
have turned this prize toxic.

But his power really began to be felt when
Koch, currently the seventh richest man in
the US, decided that Buchanan held the key
to the transformation he sought. Koch saw
even such ideologues as Milton Friedman
and Alan Greenspan as “sellouts”, as they
sought to improve the efficiency of
government rather than destroy it
altogether. But Buchanan took it all the

way.
MacLean says that Charles Koch poured
millions into Buchanan’s work at George
Mason  University, whose law and
economics departments look as much like
corporate-funded thinktanks as they do
academic faculties. He employed the
economist to select the revolutionary
“cadre” that would implement his
programme (Murray Rothbard, at the Cato
Institute that Koch founded, had urged the
billionaire to study Lenin’s techniques and
apply them to the libertarian cause).
Between them, they began to develop a
programme for changing the rules.

The papers Nancy MacLean discovered
show that Buchanan saw stealth as crucial.
He told his collaborators  that
“conspiratorial secrecy is at all times
essential”. Instead of revealing their
ultimate destination, they would proceed
by incremental steps. For example, in
seeking to destroy the social security
system, they would claim to be saving it,
arguing that it would fail without a series of
radical “reforms”. (The same argument is
used by those attacking the NHS). Gradually
they would build a “counter-intelligentsia”,
allied to a “vast network of political power”
that would become the new establishment.
Through the network of thinktanks that
Koch and other billionaires have sponsored,
through their transformation of the
Republican party, and the hundreds of
millions they have poured into state
congressional and judicial races, through
the mass colonisation of Trump's

administration by members of this network
and lethally effective campaigns against
everything from public health to action on
climate change, it would be fair to say that
Buchanan’s vision is maturing in the US.
But not just there. Reading this book felt
like a demisting of the window through
which | see British politics. The bonfire of
regulationshighlighted by the Grenfell
Tower disaster, the destruction of state
architecture  through austerity, the
budgeting rules, the dismantling of public
services, tuition fees and the control of
schools: all these measures follow
Buchanan’s programme to the letter. |
wonder how many people are aware that
David Cameron’s free schools project
stands in a tradition designed to hamper
racial desegregation in the American south.
In one respect, Buchanan was right: there is
an inherent conflict between what he
called “economic freedom” and political
liberty. Complete freedom for billionaires
means poverty, insecurity, pollution and
collapsing public services for everyone else.
Because we will not vote for this, it can be
delivered only through deception and
authoritarian control. The choice we face is
between unfettered capitalism and
democracy. You cannot have both.
Buchanan’s programme is a prescription for
totalitarian capitalism. And his disciples
have only begun to implement it. But at
least, thanks to MacLean’s discoveries, we
can now apprehend the agenda. One of the
first rules of politics is, know your enemy.
We're getting there.

Afghan girls' team shines at US robotics event

Group of girls from war-torn country, whose US visas were twice rejected, win silver medal for 'courageous achievement'.

Ateam of Afghan girls whose plight resounded with the world won
a silver medal for "courageous achievement" at an international
robotics contest in the United States, with judges praising the
group's "can-do attitude".

The First Global Challenge event in Washington ended on Tuesday,
having attracted teams of teenagers from more than 150 nations.
But all eyes were on the squad of girls from Afghanistan, who had
twice travelled 800 kilimetres to the American embassy in Kabul,
only to have their visa applications turned down.

They were finally given entry with just one week to go until the
event began, after their story had gone viral.

Inaninterview with Al Jazeera, before US officials decided to allow
them in the country, team member Rodaba Noori said: "We wanted
to show our talents to the world so they would know that we do
have skills."

Another team member, Fatima Qadari, had told Al Jazeera:
"Afghanistan is a country at war and doesn't have a lot of resources
at hand. Other countries should consider this, they shouldn't be so
strict with us."

Afghanistan is not part of Trump's order to temporarily ban travel
from six Muslim-majority countries. Teams from Syria, Iran and
Sudan - which are on that list - were granted visas to compete.
Members of the team from The Gambia were also granted visas
after initially being denied.

'Robogee’

Other teams also had unique journeys.

A group of three refugees from Syria competed as team "Refugee”,

also known as team "Hope".
The war forced Mohamad Nabih Alkhateeb, Amar Kabour and
Maher Alisawui from Syria to Lebanon three years ago.

The trio named their robot "Robogee", a combination of the words
"robot" and "refugee”.

Alkhateeb, 17, and Kabour, 16, said they want to be robotics
engineers, while Alisawui dreams of becoming a computer
engineer.

Kabour said it was important for the team to win, to "tell the world"
refugees are "here and they can do it".

Alkhateeb said living as a refugee has been difficult, but he hopes
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to someday return home.
" will go back after | have finished my education so | can rebuild
Syria again," he said.

Some 11 million people - half the Syrian population - have been
forced from their homes.

Girl power

Sixty percent of the teams participating in the competition were
founded, led or organised by women.

Of the 830 teens participating, 209 were girls.

In total, there were six all-girl teams, not only the Afghan squad but
also teams from the US, Ghana, Jordan, the Palestinian territories

and the Pacific island nation of Vanuatu.

"It's very difficult for us because everyone thinks [building robots
is] only for boys," said 16-year-old Samira Bader, on the Jordanian
team said.

She said her team wants to prove that "girls can do it".

The US team comprised sisters Colleen and Katie Johnson and
Sanjna Ravichandar.

Colleen Johnson, 16, said her team looks forward "to a day whenan
all-girls team is going to be no more special than an all-boys team
oraco-ed team, just when that's completely normal and accepted".
The team from Iran got some help building their robot from
American students.

It transpired that the competition's kit of robot parts including
wheels, brackets, sprockets, gears, pulleys and belts was not
approved for shipment to Iran due to sanctions involving
technology exports to the country.

So the competition recruited a robotics team at George C. Marshall
high school in Falls Church, Virginia, to help.

Iran's team designed the robot, and about five Marshall students
built it in the US.

The team explained on its competition webpage that "our friends
in Washington made our ideas as a robot".

Amin Dadkhah, 15, said working with the American students was
"agood and exciting experience for both of us".

Overall, the Europe team won a gold award for getting the most
cumulative points over the course of the competition. Poland got
silver and Armenia bronze.
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The Rise of Acid Attacks

Rabina Khan

The consequences of the rise of acid attacks

Over the past two years, crimes involving
noxious or corrosive substances, including
acid, have risen dramatically. Although a
nationwide problem, acid attacks in
London rose from 261 in 2015 to 454 in
2016, a rise of 74 per cent, with more than
1,800 attacks involving the use of corrosive
fluid. A recent spate of acid attacks on
Muslims in east London has led to many
London Muslims being scared to leave their
homes.

Not all victims report the crimes, however,
because of the fear of reprisals. Even when
convicted, a perpetrator, if released, can
change his or her identity and build a new
life, whereas the victims are left with a life
sentence of horrendous physical and

5th July 2017 Stand up To Racism Vigil

emotional scars. The underreporting shows
the lack of confidence victims have that
acid attacks are treated seriously.

With the rise in Islamophobia, it is not clear
if the recent acid attacks on Muslims are
pre-emptive of, or an extension of, the
terror attack on Finsbury Mosque, hate
crimes or vicious assaults. There is little
media coverage on acid attacks -
particularly when the victims are Muslim -
and much less investigation on the nature
and causes of the sharp increase.

Media and the call for change in legislation

In the recent acid attack in Beckton, East
London, Jameel Muhktar and his cousin
Resham Khan were left with life-changing
injuries when a man threw acid through
their car window as they sat in traffic.
Although treated as a hate crime, Muhktar
suggested that had the perpetrator been
Asian and the victims an English couple, it

5th July 2017 Stand up To Racism Vigil

would be classed as a terror attack.

To target Muslims or any minority group in an
attack is a barrier to community cohesion,
tolerance and peace. This is compounded if
the minority group feels their concerns are not
being taken seriously by mainstream
authorities. The media has a duty to report
fairly and to place equal importance on any
attack, regardless of the victim or offender’s
background. Equally, the Government has a
responsibility to enforce restrictions on the
sale of certain substances - in stores or via the
internet - that could potentially be used in a
personal attack and to regard acid no
differently to other weapons.

Jaf Shah, Executive Director of Acid
Survivors Trust International said that whilst
those using acid as a weapon are often
charged with grievous bodily harm, the use
of knives and guns is considered by the
courts to be more serious, which suggests
that more people are using acid as a

weapon of choice.

Restrictions on the sale of sulphuric acid
were introduced in 2015, yet up to 98%
concentrated sulphuric acid can be bought
on the internet, with no basic checks, so
despite the restrictions, it is still possible to
obtain it easily and cheaply. A licensing
system needs to be enforced to ensure that
the details of people buying such
substances are recorded. Nevertheless,
equally harmful substances such as drain
cleaner, chromic acid solution, ammonia
and patio cleaner are readily available over
the counter.

Aside from imposing restrictions on the sale
of noxious fluids, acid attacks should be
regarded in law as lethal as other weapons
and harsh sentences should be handed out
to those who use corrosive substances to
deliberately disfigure someone. A petition
launched by Sarmad Ismail to prohibit the
purchase of acid to those without a licence

has attracted over 330,000 supporters to
convince the Home Office to change the
laws around the sale of acid. The petition,
along with a Stand Up to Racism peaceful
vigil for acid victims and hate crime on 5th
July 2017, shows that victims are been
supported by communities and that
pressure groups are urging lawmakers to
make a change so that perpetrators face
tougher sentences.

An attack on the self and identity
London boroughs with large Muslim
communities, Newham, Barking &
Dagenham, Tower Hamlets, Havering and
Redbridge, were the top five boroughs
where the most acid attacks have occurred.
Muslim residents feel frightened and
vulnerable, particularly women. Victims
should not live in fear of reprisals or not
being taken seriously if they report these
crimes. No doubt underreporting is another
factor that has led to an increase in these
chemicals being used as the ultimate
weapon of choice.

But using acid on people results in “life changing”
injuries and has an impact on self and identity.
Mohammad Jawad, a plastic surgeon who helped
rebuild acid attack victim Katie Piper's face has
said that the crime s also about trying to destroy
someone's identity. As a politician and
campaigner, | would seek to work with all
residents, community and political groups of
different persuasions to ensure that all our
communities are supported and protected.

Rabina Khan: Politician, Campaigner & Writer.

The Grenfell inquiry will be

a stitch-up. Here’'s why

George Monbiot

‘On the morning of 14 June, as the tower blazed, the Red
Tape Initiative convened to consider if rules determining
the fire resistance of cladding materials should be
removed.’ Photograph: Adrian Dennis/AFP/Getty Images
We don't allow defendants in court cases to select the
charges on which they will be tried. So why should the
government set the terms of a public inquiry into its own
failings? We don't allow criminal suspects to vet the trial
judge. Why should the government approve the inquiry’s
chair?

Even before the public inquiry into the Grenfell Tower
disaster has begun, it looks like a stitch-up, its initial terms
of reference set so narrowly that government policy
remains outside the frame. An inquiry that honours the
dead would investigate the wider causes of this crime. It
would examine a governing ideology that sees torching
public protections as a sacred duty.

Let me give you an example. On the morning of 14 June,
as the tower blazed, an organisation called the Red Tape
Initiative convened for its prearranged discussion about
building regulations. One of the organisation’s tasks was
to consider whether rules determining the fire resistance
of cladding materials should be removed for the sake of
construction industry profits.

Please bear with me while | explain what this initiative is
and who runs it, as it's a perfect cameo of British politics.
It's a government-backed body, established “to grasp the
opportunities” that Brexit offers to cut “red tape” - a

disparaging term for public protections. It's chaired by the
Conservative MP Sir Oliver Letwin, who has claimed that
“the call to minimise risk is a call for a cowardly society”. It
is a forum in which exceedingly wealthy people help
decide which protections should be stripped away from
lesser beings.

Among the members of its advisory panel are Charles
Moore, who was editor of the Daily Telegraph and the chair
of an organisation called Policy Exchange. He was also best
man at Letwin’s wedding. Sitting beside him is Archie
Norman, the former chief executive of Asda and the
founder of Policy Exchange. He was once Conservative MP
for Tunbridge Wells - and was succeeded in that seat by
Greg Clark, the minister who now provides government
support for the Red Tape Initiative.

Until he became environment secretary, Michael Gove was
also a member of the Red Tape Initiative panel. Oh, and he
was appointed by Norman as the first chairman of Policy
Exchange. (He was replaced by Moore.) Policy Exchange
also supplied two of Letwin's staff in the Conservative
policy unit that he used to run. Policy Exchange is a
neoliberal lobby group funded by dark money, that seeks
to tear down regulations.

The Red Tape Initiative's management board consists of
Letwin, Baroness Rock and Lord Marland. Baroness Rock is
a childhood friend of the former Tory chancellor George
Osborne, and is married to the wealthy financier Caspar
Rock. Marland is a multimillionaire businessman who owns
a house and four flats in London, “various properties in
Salisbury”, three apartments in France and two apartments
in Switzerland.

In other words, the Red Tape Initiative is a representative
cross-section of the British public. In no sense is it a self-
serving clique of old chums, insulated from hazard by their
extreme wealth, whose role is to decide whether other
people (colloquially known as “cowards”) should be
exposed to risk.

Letwin's initiative appointed a panel to investigate housing
regulations. It includes representatives of trade unions and
NGOs, though they are outnumbered by executives and
lobbyists from the industry. And there - surprise, surprise
- isaman, called Richard Blakeway, from Policy Exchange.
The panel's task on 14 June was to consider a report that
the Red Tape Initiative had commissioned whose purpose
was to identify building rules that could be cut. Among
those it listed as “burdensome” was the EU Construction
Products Regulation, which seeks to protect people from
fire, and restricts the kind of cladding that can be used.
What was the source of the report’s assertion that this
regulation was unnecessary? One of the sources was a
column in the Sunday Telegraph by Christopher Booker.
He has a fair claim to being more wrong more often than
any other British journalist - quite an achievement, given
the field. While Grenfell Tower was smouldering, the panel
members decided that on this occasion they would not
recommend the removal of the regulation.

But the Red Tape Initiative, gruesome spectre that it is,
continues its work. It is one of many such schemes set up
in recent decades, by Conservatives and New Labour.
Recent examples are David Cameron’s Star Chamber (yes,
that really was the name he gave it), in which ministers
were interrogated by a panel of corporate executives; and

the Cutting Red Tape programme, which boasts that
"businesses with good records have had fire safety
inspections reduced from six hours to 45 minutes”.

One of the results of this bonfire of regulation is the
government's repeal in 2012 of the fire prevention
measures in the London Building Act. Had they remained
in place, the Grenfell fire is unlikely to have risen up the
tower. This assault on public protections is just one
element of the compound disaster that neoliberalism -
promoted by opaquely funded groups such as Policy
Exchange -has imposed on Britain since 1979. Its central
purpose is not just to empower corporations and the very
rich, but actively to disempower everyone else, through
austerity, outsourcing and privatisation.

An inquiry that failed to investigate such possible causes
would be a farce. It would do nothing to prevent any similar
catastrophes from recurring. It would do nothing to stop
the rich from destroying other people’s protections, as the
Red Tape Initiative threatens to do.

But this is what we have been offered so far by a
government that can choose charges, judge and jury.
There's an urgent need for an independent commission
whose purpose is to decide when inquiries should be
called, what their terms should be, and who should chair
them. Governments should have no influence over any of
these decisions.

On 14 June a facade caught fire, in more senses than one.
A blinkered inquiry threatens to clad the origins of this
great crime, shielding their embarrassing ugliness from
public view. We cannot, and must not, accept it.
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Partnership with

S Prime Bank Ltd.
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HIGH RATE
LOW FEE

Passport Renew | NoVisa | New Passport

LOW COST HAJJ, UMRAH & AIR TICKET
Send Money Worldwide / Send Money Bangladesh

117 Whitechapel Road (2nd Floor) London E1 1DT

T : 020 3561 0265
M: 079 8473 0960

www.currencyworldglobal.com | E:currencyworld2000@gmail.com
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Had an accident,

FIUT@MEC

VEHICLE MANAGEMENT

www, co.uk

We can manage
your whole claim
and this service
is FREE to you!

Vehicle recovery
and storage

Vehicle Repair or
total loss
Replacement vehicle
PCO licenced vehicles
For mini cabs
Personal injury
representation by
specialist No Win -
No Fee solicitors

(g ART =TS Cig Qe Gt S CALL US on
- 020 8983 2088
s S TR T Fault or non-Fauit? 020 8383 2088
ﬁ. q.f\ Either way, let us help to get you back on the road
W Wﬂ ‘ﬂ Qf and you could receive a bonus payment of up to £500!
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