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To book your ESOL exam please call 02070961188

EASTEND TRAINING wiingvense:

Home of Lifelong Learning

= ESOL A1,A2,B1 & B2

= Food Hygiene Level: 1,2,3,& 4
m Health & Safety Level 1,2,3 & 4
= Child Protection & First Aid

! Eastend Training is an exam centre for over

50 courses including ESOL, Maths and ICT. . .
Free Life in the UK courses available

No pass no fee for trinity B1 courses
Terms and conditions apply.
Osmani centre

= Immigration Home Inspection Report

M: 07539 31 6 742 ABDUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY

221 Whitechapel Road, (2nd Floor) London E1 1DE
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simplecall

Cheap
International
Calls

e No contract

e No hidden fees

e Keep your number
e View full call history
e Printed call statement on ©
e Setup Call-Direct for ea

e Share one account with

simplecall.com h @& AppStore P> Google Play
02035 /700 700 Do
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Britain’s first nationwide
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For LocAL PEOPLE

DISTANCE LEARNER

ONSITE

Green Vision TRAINING CENTRE, LONDOI

205 T CATF FATMBTS TARDS Fie &=
GFR GTHE 97 CTRT MRT 0 TR

B1 (ISE 1) English courses for Private Hire Drivers
B1 English courses for British citizenship and ILR

A2 English courses for Spouse visa extension
Property Inspection Report for Immigration Purpose
Life in the UK Test Preparation & Traning

Areas we cover

. Immigration & nationality
. Commercial property
. Family matters

Tel: 0203 129 2648 | Mob: 07912 351 329 / 07883 087 170

Email: info@gvec.co.uk | Web: www.gvec.co.uk
241A Whitechapel Road, 3rd Floor, Unit 2, (Above Ponchokhana Restuarant), London, E1 1DB

10. Miscellaneous

® FOOD HYGIENE

©® HEALTH & SAFETY

® HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
® FIRSTAID

©® TEACHING ASSISTANT

® FIRE AWARENESS

® CUSTOMER SERVICE ) 0‘:"

® (SCS (Health & Safety for
construction industry)

©® REFRESHER COURSE

. Civil litigation . Ny, LONDON

. Money claim 2. Power of attorney QK? E%ﬁ!ﬁlzlgl G %F:WS g
. Conveyancing 3. Deed poll e s

. Landlord & tenant 4. Statutory declaration FOR LESS

. Welfare 5. Will "

©oONOOTLhOWN =

. Debt management

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

® HOME INSPECTION REPORT FOR
IMMIGRATION PURPOSES

® FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

® GRANT/FUND MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANCY AND APPLICATION

Fee earners

1. Shafiqul Islam

2. Md Atique Mahmud
3. Syed Enam Ahmmad

Principal solicitors
1. Abu Mazid (Arif)
2. Sharif Md Nurul Amin

. Business Development Centre, UNIT 7
Call: 020 7377 5966 | 07961 064 965 7-5 Greatorex Street, London E1 5NF

info@londontrainingcentre.com | www.londontrainingcentre.com

2nd Floor, 117 New Road Fax: 0207 247 9296

London E1 1HJ, UK

Tel: 0207 375 1274

Email: info@cwchambers.com
Web: www.cwchambers.com
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. Commerce Hub g
® > Limited i

Your Personal Business Consultant

GFCHALE T AT ST?

WE OFFER

GG S oAl =, T ERGy wrire WhralE g

@ HM Revenue
& Customs

Wil
T/AN\T

Fipg whi rual Agha o8 ¥R HE e danss § Lo ilbse

ACCOIUNTANTS DirectLine: 07528 118 118
07428 247 365

Our Popular Services T 02034117843

¢+ Accounts for LTD Company

¢ Restaurants & Take Away

¢+ Cab Drivers & Small Shops 69 Vallance Road

¢+ Bullders & Plumbers [ London E1 SBSj

» VAT

» Payroll ‘

¢ Company Formations M Al Hyal finigaman
* Business Plan
F Tax Return

We are registered licence

E: Info@tajaccountants.co.uk : ; A
halder in public practice

Wi wwwetajaccountants.couk

FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY
'E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!!

Paying too much? Bellilt Cudcbuf TSR
ying CRIAMTRT AT Main Insurance co - &% A4,

Example, STWIFE W3 FTHT1 broker- €2 Y 7Y | WA WiefE TR

8/¢ T= No Claim Bonus + Insurance payment amount (9% up-to

Clean Licence €11 7ge & T YL WA Direct Debit -7 TR

T 20-380 A15E fFe (R 891 ﬂminmm‘ﬁﬂﬁtﬂml

R FIE T SR W R

Your insurance will be updated in MID
A 33-0¢ TS 475 Fare | (Motor Insurance Database) www.askmid.com
Serving for last 8 years

(We do not help CAB/TRADE Insurance)

TO GET A QUOTE Please Call (Mon-Sat 9am-8pm)

Mr. Ali : 07950 417 360 (T-Mobile), Tel: 02081 230 430, Fax: 02078 060 776
Email: cheapquote@hotmail.co.uk, Suite 10, 219 Bow Road, Landon E3 25J
www.facebook.com/edcheapcarinsurancebroker

www.siles.google.com/sitefe3cheapcarinsurancebroker

(Please find us in you tube and Google by typaing ap car insurance broker)

BUSINESS PLAN

B

)

)

CONTACT US
Md Ibrahim Khalil Bhuiyan

Management Consultant

BUSINESS RESTRUCTURING
RISK AND ADVISORY SERVICES SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT
BUSINESS CONSULTANCY UK AND GLOBAL SOURCING

MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT &
COACHING

HR MANAGEMENT PLANNING

B 07762 338237 020 3304 3040
[ info@commerce-hub.co.uk www.commerce-hub.co.uk
K2 37 Green Street, Basement Unit 4, London, E7 8DA

Removal Service

removalZi.co.uk

| Call: 07508 393 243
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G¥° PROPERTY LAW

%o, FAMILY LAW
s forent, aeift’ ¢ wiffs fam
4 JBIHA T

V/ WESTMINSTER LAW CHAMBERS
QIR AREM @ Tifer

g Qv IREERe QP T 407
13T G e STees |

FOR FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IMMIGRATION LAW =&~

= A1 8 e ¢ @ -+ 3T AT T© ToA (T T (T
~ T3 Groreia “+ 9 YA APPLICATIONS
e e S T APPEALS, JUDICIAL REVIEW
 qremi s B R i %%ETTLEMEI\?C: CITIZENSI;I;P

“ LITIGATION

BUSINESS LAW

= Company, Commercial, Gzt

« Motoring & Other Criminal Cases
w4 {AAA AfFTefoE, AeTa wg @5 ¢

8 997197 Civil Cases

Statutory Declarations

243A WHITECAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E1 1DB
TEL: 020 7247 8458
Email: info@westminsterchambers.com

www. westminsterchambers.com

Mobile: 077 1347 1905
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@ IMRAN TRAVELS 3%’

Established Agent serving the community since 1996

Appomied Agent

bén&ladesh

FERTT IS TENOTHEaS

Direct Sylhet from £390+Tax
From January 2017

B Umrah fare from £330
m Complete package

We are
We are approved open 7 days
Umrah agent by the a week

Ministry of Hajj

from £595

(Minimum 4 person, 5 nights)

v

Busing

3

Alam & Company

Cost & Executive Accountants, Forensic, Auditors & Tax Consultants

Our Services

35 afart up

#

QATAR

ATRWAYS =il

Dhaka return from £475
Terms & Conditions apply

T: 0207 375 0800
M: 07984 959 885
07828 235 600

273A Whitechapel Road, Londopn E1 1BY

Specialist

www.imrantravels.co.uk, E: imrantravels@hotmail.com

BENGALI
FEMALE
DRIVING
INSTRUCTOR

panet ”H,.;;"\\ = DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE
L N

= ONLY FOR WOMENS

1 m STUDENT DISCOUNT AVAILABLE

= WE COVER TOWER HAMLETS ONLY

= FULLY QUALIFIED DSA APPROVED
DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

\— PHONE: 07985 597 721

"“’1 I ..Lr'*':’L

36-cont..

Head Office ;

d Financial Statements

Dr. Mohommed N Alam
BA Mot iicant MA Eigonl
P A e Bk’ y

any Secretarial Services
1pany Formation
1 FOEA, TR, FTARL FRINE
FACALNY, R TP CRTA
rhAL ALEA [Caradial MFAA

Management Accounts
Bookkeepi
VAT Audit Assi
Fore counts

CGT)

Carporation Tax Return

ng Services
irance Services
cast Ac
Capital Gain Ta
Sell Assessment Tax Return
Payroll and Paye

Our Speciality in Tax and Vat

Investigation

For any information and appointment,
please conlact at Head office number below

Akhtar House, 2 Shepherds Bush Road, London W6 7P)
Tel : 0208 746 1642, Fax : 0208 749 7126, Mob: 0786 0926 001
Email: alamandco.accountants@gmail.com, info@alamandcompany.com
We are in process of opening two new branches in
East London and Birmingham

www.alamandcompany.com
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Contact: Misbah Jamal, 0795 7124487

9@9@@?{

Email: misbahjamal39@yahoo.co.uk

3 AFT Q61 (A b

%91?1‘ %ol

Plumber 24/7

Bathroom & Kitchen installation specialist

[ Washlng Machine No F|x No Fee, m All types of Boner
Repairs, m BTaps, Tanks, Cylinders, over flows m Drain
blockages, m Washing Machine, Freeze, Cooker, Freezer
m Electric, Plumbing, Heating, Gass Safty Checks

Mobile- 07957 148 101

Local engineer for you

80 TR 2lI3TSH FR Yoo 6
For Party Booking: 020 7377 6112

245-247, Whitechapel Road
London E1 1DB
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&o DESIGNER ABAYA HOUSE

SALE SALE

OFFER START FROM 10™ NOVEMBER UP TO 31°" DECEMBER

DESIGNER THOBE
Al Shikkha | Daffah | Durush | Ikaf | AlHaramain | Omani Thobe
Hooded Thobe | Short Sleeve Thobe | Morocco Thobe
Children Thobe | Designer Panjabi Set | Waist Coata

<

a -
Irvitation Cards

— .

|
ﬂﬁ%
— Mt =

_h M. E Hossain: 07792 675 520

CATERING & EVENTS MANAGEMENT

R s e eRea?

FHeR @I IR (R | AW 8%
wiftg zee M W58 At Nt |

‘ﬂ'iﬁ/’{ ﬁﬁ@cﬂ%‘ﬁwcf
wriﬁ\,f\—%wrﬁ@ ﬁ%ﬁﬁm,

li'.mll'\rrumd Che ul.m.

BRANCHES:
Indian Ocean Chingford Ltd

020 8531 3835 = 0208531 1115 01708 738 500 = 01708 739 129
Indian Ocean Chingford § » ™=

Contact:
Sayed J Miah (Jay): 07960 950 612

ST, LS ABIACEIAD,
STOIRTHA FIE 6 FHIARFR
et el 7R %R 9 Al

Indian Ocean Romford Lid

§ # © Indian Ocean Romford

*
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INTERNATIONAL &

DOMESTICFLIGHTS ON YOUR
CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS

HAJJ & HOLIDAY PACKAGES

e Courier Service‘
Open
7 days
a week
10am-8pm
CARGO
SERVICES

oo R{0e
fafen g w2 |

HAICR 511 8 PeoaR

.ravels e Cargo ® Mo

Hotline: 0207 790 1234 (PBX)
Direct: 0207 702 7460

TRAVEL SERVICES
CHEAP AIR TICKETS FOR

C ISIRE

M TR

LOW COST FLIGHTS TO ANY CITY

AROUND THE WORLD

WORLDWIDE CARGO SERVICE

WE CAN HELP WITH: Passport - No
Visa - Renewal Matters

Biman
BANGLADESH g2

8 FETCAITER 9%
Warn%

SIEEIREUTI (S

313-319 COMMERCIAL ROAD
LONDON E1 2PS, F: 0207 790 3063
E: kushiaratravel@hotmail.com e

B Worldwide Money Transfer
M Bureau De Exchange

We buy & sell

BDTaka, USD, Euro
5 8 febaR
FECR @ (T A AT
8 &f\ &3-Raw
weaifrel 3f |

%cﬂﬁfmaﬂﬁ@

W T f6eed - @R
8 AN 307 A

T R Y TR e rethe o v e

ﬁ?ﬁwwmmm%mmmmw
s WifFe AREEE wn

Good News: We arrange Marriage Cnrl:lﬁmte & Dlvnm {.‘crt{ﬂmtc

GIREE- TAIPe S SR G2 260w, aAfogret faifsteie - st
ﬁm—ﬂm Wﬁ? o, JANeE, T |
(vnm) TN @ AN - AT 22 G A
o 07533 412 951, Email: shamsull977& hotmail.counk
170 Cannon Strect, London E1 2LH M: 07949872154

, 1O

safe

fersrt At g g =4 =EnE |

S & M building Maintenance Itd

u SYSTEM TO COMBI BOILER CONVERTION
® BOILER SERVICE & NEW INSTALLATION
u CENTRAL HEATING POWER FLASHING
u LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE
u ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING WORK

u COOKER SERVICE & INSTALLATION No: 231695
= REFURBISH THE WHOLE HOUSE

ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY
UNIT 21-THE WHITECHAPEL CENTRE
85-MYRDLE STREET LONDON E1 1HL

REGISTER

Mob 07863 289758
07985 262 696
Email:
s-m-building
@hotmail.com

AT T A F (TOF)

St> is-50-07
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Instant Cash Service

SEHIJ
MONEY TO
BANGLADESH

131 Whitechapel Road
(Dposite Exst Landon Maosjid)

LSea

(Dposite Baliur mm Magjid)

Tl 2y, WOl Ao, I A
st A, TEE e, ITE e
e W e ey, < e
TEAELGE TR T, B A

EVERY DAY 10AM T0 8PM 7%
Le=alon e 1

London E1 1DT, 020 7247 2119

-Ellﬂ Manor Park

425 High St North Manor Park
London E12 6TL, 020 3552 6067

&% ygre G (Eh ¢ Refie
YT SEACS N T T

www.harakah.info

Taka Rate Line : 020 7247 0800

Money
Transfer
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All major Credit & Debit Card welcome

London E1 5JP
T:0207377 1770

67-77 Hanbury Street

1st PRIZE

BIMAN AIRLINE TICKET | MINI iPAD
3rd PRIZE - DIGITAL CAMERA

41/}5\\%@

FREE RAFFLE DRAW

REGISTER YOUR DETAILS AT THE STORE

2nd PRIZE
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Contact: 07459 296 840/ 020 3731 6821

(WD-01-08)
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Contact: 07851 944 718 (Adnan Pavel)

(WD07-10)
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Verities cars
for sale very
cheap price.

Please contact

ST (536 [fw
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Contact: 07947 233 150 (Sofik Miah)

(WD:05-09)

Contact: 07956 697 575 (Mr. Ali)

(WD: 06-09)

[
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G
TS, MSRE o, T
Mob: 07940 782 876
Help for Shamsul

Account number: 5818001005657

Sonali Bank, Shahbazpur Branch
Moulvibazar, Bangladesh

et @R M AR TSN @C (3592 R (T
53 (CRTE el f[Jfer 2@ 1 (oot Bartes w9 =it |
WIS TG AT | By A2 (o] @A T2 |
Contact: 07960 429 739/

020 8548 8320

(WDO07-10)

P CITISIDE

P R O P E

LANDLORDS WANTED

FEATURES:

m 2-5 YEARS LEASING m 0% COMMISSION

m GUARANTEED RENT m NO MANAGEMENT FEES
m FREE VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY

FOR A HASSLE FREE PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT GIVE US A CALL.

CONTACT PERSON: RUZMILA HAQUE, ASSTMANAGER

CITISIDE PROPERTIES

220-222 BOW COMMON LANE, E3 4HH

PH: 07539 519 039, OFFICE: 02089814833 / 0203719948
EMAIL: ruz.mila22@gmail.com,
info@citisideproperties.co.uk
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Dr. Mizanur Rahman
MSc, DHMS, D.Hom, MD(AM)PhD

Dr. Ahmed Hossain
MA, D.Hom(England)

Chairman
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK

Secretary
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK

271a Whitechapel Road Tel : 020 3372 5424
(2nd Floor, Room G) Mob : 07723 706 996

London E1 1BY Email : homoeoherbal@yahoo.co.uk
www.homoeoherbal.co.uk
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GETTING MARRIED? CONGRATULATIONS!
Essex's MosT ENCHANTING & MAGICAL WEDDING VENUE

Z aTh
- g

Exclusive Whole Day Venue = On-site Parking for over 300 Cars
Seating for 6800 Guests » Full Disabled Access » Bar Area
Air Conditioned = Beautiful Private Landscape Gardens
Licensed for Civil Ceremonies = Bride's Room
Full Segregation Available

Ivy Barn Lane, Margaretting, Chelmsford, Essex CM4 OEW

Contact us for more information
Milon 07545 881924 | Thufayel 07956 237 128

01277 356 108 | info@arianabanqueting.co.uk
www.arianagardens.com
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= Cargo and excess baggage specialist
= Fast and reliable cargo service
= Worldwide cargo

= Delivary safely and on time
«Door to door service

JMG Birmingham Office:
Moynul Islam - 07877 487 492

JMG Manchester Office:

Zahangir Ahmed - 07891 620 145

0

B~

4020 7247 7770
20 7247 8878

www jmgcargoandtravel com
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New drivers caught usng
phones to lose licence

Why Hollywood has

abandoned Brand Israel

ree-month-old baby suffered 47 broken hones and was
Violently shaken to death after weeks of'sstematic abuse’
because father couldn'tstand the child's deformed hand

A baby who suffered 47 broken
bones and was shaken to death
was 'mistreated’ because of his
deformed hand, a court heard.
Mohammed Miah, 37, and Rebeka
Nazmin, 31, from Poplar, east
London, are accused of murdering
their three-month-old son Rifat
Mohammed in July last year.

Over his 13 weeks of life, Rifat
suffered 'systematic abuse' that left
him with 38 rib fractures, eight
fractures to his legs and a broken
spine, the Old Bailey heard.
Three-month-old Rifat Mohammed
who suffered 47 broken bones was
shaken to death was 'mistreated’
because of his deformed hand.
Parents Mohammed Miah, 37, and
Rebeka Nazmin, 31, from Poplar are
on trial at the Old Bailey (pictured)
accused of his murder

His injures were caused by
'squeezing' the chest and twisting
or pulling on his limbs, the court
heard.

The baby was also allegedly hit
with a mobile phone charger cable
and burned on a radiator, the Old
Bailey heard.

After Rifat died, his mother told
authorities that her husband had a
problem  with their  child's
deformed hand and had abused
him because of it.

Both parents tried to cast blame for
Rifat's injuries on another child.
On finding the dead baby, Nazmin
encouraged the child to 'shake'
Rifat to create an alternate
explanation for his injuries, jurors
were told.

The baby was also allegedly hit
with a mobile phone charger cable
and burned on a radiator,

In a police interview, Miah said the
same child had held Rifat 'at arms
length and had brought him back
and forth', the court heard.

The child was also blamed for
turning up a radiator that burned
the baby's leg.

But another child witness told
police that Miah did it in Nazmin's
presence, jurors were told.
Opening the trial, prosecutor Ed
Brown QC told jurors: 'The death of
Rifat, the three-month-old baby,
represents the culmination of a
series of serious assaults inflicted

on him during his short life.

‘These injuries caused by those who
should have been caring for him -
his parents.

'Orif not physically caused by both,
by one and encouraged by the
other, each nevertheless were
criminally culpable.

'Each parent took none of the steps
any reasonable parent would to
prevent them being caused.

'He was found on examination to
have suffered a terrible number of
significant fractures. Broken bones
occurred in the weeks and days
leading up to his death.

"The immediate cause of death was
internal head and brain injuries
consistent with that young baby
being violently shaken or when his
head was hit against an object of
some kind on the third or fourth of
July last year.

‘There was found after his death
evidence of at least one earlier
incident in which the baby Rifat was
shaken, causing internal bleeding in
the head which was later found in
post mortem.'

On the morning of July 4 last year, :
Rifat's mother called 999 and his :

Top state schools ‘dominated by richest families'

Paramedics arrived at the family :
On the day that families in England and Wales are
i allocated secondary school places, research shows
Mr Brown told jurors to examine the
Analysis of data shows 43% of pupils at England's
i outstanding secondaries are from the wealthiest
i 20% of families.

The study from education charity Teach First also
i shows poorer pupils are half as likely as the richest
i tobe heading to an outstanding secondary school.

¢ Ministers said plans for new grammars would create
¢ more good school places.

¢ Under the admissions code, state schools in England

¢ must follow strict rules to ensure fair access to

as bruises on his ears, shoulder and } school places.

Teach First, which fast-tracks high-flying graduates

A CT scan revealed bleeding on the  into schools in deprived areas, also commissioned

¢ a survey of 2,000 adults on their views on gaining

decision was taken to stop Rifat's life i access to good and outstanding schools.

It showed nine out of 10 parents felt it was very

¢ important that their child went to a highly rated

reportedly said: 'He killed my baby. : school.

Tell'his dad he has died, that's what | feach First said there was very little variation
i between parents from different social groups.

On being told that Rifat's life support : a5t 939 said attending their first choice school

was being switched off, Miahis said £ 5 key to their child's future, and nearly three-

to have not reacted and looked at {4 arters said they would appeal if they did not get

* their first choice school.

father spoke to emergency services.

home and found the baby 'lifeless' on
the floor of his mother's bedroom.

reaction of the parents in the
'desperate moments' after the crew
arrived.

On arrival at Great Ormond Street
Hospital, doctors noticed 'extensive
burns' to Rifat's leg as well as bruises
on his ears, shoulder and back.

Rifat was taken to Great Ormond
Street, where doctors noticed
'extensive burns' to Rifat's leg as well

back
brain and the following day the

support, the court heard.
Nazmin appeared 'visibly upset' and

he wants.'

the floor.

Mr Brown said: 'You may think that a
father, quite innocent of wrong-
doing, of any violence himself that
caused or contributed to death, not
reacting in those circumstances is
telling.'

The pathologist who examined Rifat's
body noted 'significant and multiple
previous bone injuries' to the upper
body and legs, jurors were told.

Mr Brown said: 'Given Rifat's age and
therefore immobility, these injuries
would be typical of inflicted injuries
arising through the squeezing of the
chest in relation to rib fractures and
twisting or pulling of the limbs in
relation to lower limb fractures.’

The recent burns on the leg were
'consistent with contact with a
radiator’, he said.

Miah told authorities that Rifat had
fallen asleep and his legs had
touched a radiator which had been
turned up by a child, who cannot
be identified.

After she was arrested, Nazmin
allegedly suggested that her
partner Miah had a problem with
her child's birth defect of four

undeveloped fingers.

She allegedly said to a prison
officer: 'If he didn't like him (the :
baby), why did he not leave?"

In an ABE interview, the child
witness described finding Rifat
dead and not breathing on July 4
last year.

The youngster asked what he :
should do and was allegedly told
by Nazmin to 'shake' the baby,
which he did. He also sprinkled :
water on his face to wake him.

The child also reported seeing Miah
smiling as he hit the baby with a :
mobile phone charger cable.

The defendants deny murder and
causing the death of Rifat.

The pair are further charged with :
causing or allowing Rifat to suffer
serious physical harm between
March 31 and July 6 last year.
Miah, described in court as
'significantly overweight', is also :
accused of cruelty towards two
other children, who cannot be
identified, on July 4 last year.
Nazmin wept in court throughout :
the first day of the trial.

i executive,
i income was falling and blamed

Fresh Uber row as hoss swears

at driver upset with fares

¢ Uber boss Travis Kalanick has

apologised after a video emerged
of him swearing at one of the

i company's drivers.
i The outburst came after Fawzi

Kamel, who was driving the chief
complained  his

Uber's fare structure.
In an email to staff, Mr Kalanick

i said he was "ashamed" of his

behaviour and admitted he
needed to "grow up".

Just two weeks
apologised  for

ago he
"abhorrent”

i sexism at Uber.

And on Monday, Mr Kalanick
asked his engineering chief Amit
Singhal to resign following a

i related development.

Bloomberg published the video
showing a row between Mr

¢ Kalanick and Mr Kamel, a driver

who picked him up in early
February.

i After a back and forth about

lower prices on Uber's service, Mr
Kalanick eventually told the 37-
year-old: "Some people don't like
to take responsibility.. They

i blame everything in their life on
¢ somebody else. Good luck!"

In his staff memo, Mr Kalanick

: said: "By now I'm sure you've seen
i the video where | treated an Uber

Uber boss Travis Kalanick

driver disrespectfully, To say that
| am ashamed is an extreme
understatement.

"My job as your leader is to
lead... and that starts with
behaving in a way that makes us
all proud. That is not what I did,
and it cannot be explained away.
"It's clear this video is a reflection
of me - and the criticism we've
received is a stark reminder that |
must fundamentally change as a
leader and grow up. This is the
first time I've been willing to
admit that | need leadership help
and lintend to get it.

"l want to profoundly apologise
to Fawzi, as well as the driver and
rider community, and to the Uber
team."

that the richest children dominate top state schools.

The Teach First research coincides with a separate
study by the social mobility charity Sutton Trust,
which suggests poorer children in England are
much less likely to gain places at the 500
comprehensives that achieve the best GCSE grades.
Analysis of figures from the National Pupil Database
for the charity found over 85% of schools in the top
500 took a smaller proportion of disadvantaged
pupils than lived in theirimmediate areas.

Inthe average state school, 17% of secondary pupils
were eligible for free school meals, compared with
9% in the top 500, the researchers found.

About half this difference is due to these schools
having catchment areas with fewer disadvantaged
pupils, but the rest is due to social selection.

Faith schools

The study also found a house price premium of
about 20% near top comprehensives

A typical house in one of these catchment areas
costs about £45700 more than the average
property in the same local authority.

This means pupils whose families can afford to buy
in these areas are more likely to get places at the top
secondary schools, pricing poorer pupils out, says
the charity.

Faith schools, which make up a third of the top 500
schools, and admit pupils on religious grounds from

outside their immediate neighbourhood, were
particularly socially selective.

Faith schools in the top 500 took 6% fewer pupils
on free school meals than lived in the area nearest
the school - compared with 2% fewer in non-faith
schools, the researchers found.

Last year, 62,301 appeals were lodged for primary
and secondary schools (3% of total admissions) of
which 22% were successful.

Both sets of research come as parents across
England receive details of which secondary schools
their children have been offered.

Last year, 84% of applicants for a secondary school
place were offered their first preference school.
And about 95% received an offer from one of their
top three preference schools.

A Department for Education spokeswoman called
selection by house price "simply unfair", adding that
the government had already set in motion plans to
tackle it.

"We plan to create more good school places in more
parts of the country by scrapping the ban on new
grammar schools, as well as harnessing the
expertise and resources of our universities, and our
independent and faith schools," said the
spokeswoman.
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New drivers caught using
phones to lose licence

Drivers caught using a phone within two
years of passing their test will have their
licence revoked under new rules in
England, Scotland and Wales.

Penalties for using a phone at the wheel
double from 1 March to six points and a
£200 fine.

New drivers who get six points or more
must retake their practical and theory.
More experienced drivers can be banned
if they get 12 points in three years.

The tougher punishments come
alongside a hard-hitting advertising
campaign.

In 2015 - the latest year for which figures
are available - 22 people were killed and
99 seriously injured in accidents where a
driver was using their phone.

From Wednesday, police forces will carry
out a seven-day crackdown, with extra
patrols and an "increased focus" on
people using their phones while driving.
About 3,600 drivers were handed
penalties in the last co-ordinated
enforcement week from 23-29 January,
the Department for Transport said.
Adverts aimed at discouraging phone
use have been developed by the
government's road safety group Think!
and the AA Charitable Trust, and will be
shown at cinemas and on billboards,
radio and social media.

In one, a drunk man suggests he swap
places with his sober girlfriend, who is
texting while driving him home.

The film ends with the message: "You
wouldn't drink and drive. Don't text and
drive."

"Everything died on that day because
that man decided to pick up his phone."
Those are the words of Emily Carvin,
whose mother Zoe was killed 11 years
ago when an HGV driver crashed into her
car while texting.

Emily, along with her father Paul, above,

in the

feature
government's campaign designed to
persuade drivers to change their
behaviour.

and brother Ben,

"People use the word accident," Paul says
in the film, Life without Zoe. "It wasn't an
accident. It didn't come about by
accident. It was a road crash caused by
somebody doing something that he
shouldn't have been doing."

Ben adds: "There's nothing so important
that it cannot wait. Don't use your
phone."

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said:
"It may seem innocent, but holding and
using your phone at the wheel risks
serious injury and even death to yourself
and other road users.

"Doubling penalties will act as a strong
deterrent to motorists tempted to pick
up their phone while driving and will also
mean repeat offenders could find
themselves banned from our roads if
they are caught twice."

Calls to prevent drivers using phones
intensified last year in the wake of several
high-profile cases and research
indicating that it was widespread.

In October, lorry driver Tomasz Kroker,
who killed a mother and three children
while distracted by his phone, was jailed
for 10 years.

Edmund King, president of the AA, said
too many drivers were addicted to their
phones.

"We need to break this addiction and the
best way is for drivers to go cold turkey -
turn off the phone and put it in the glove
box."

Chief Constable Suzette Davenport,
National Police Chiefs' Council roads
policing lead, said: "We need people to
understand that this is not a minor
offence that they can get away with."

"We need to break this addiction and the best
way is for drivers to go cold turkey - turn off the
phone and put it in the glove box."

What is the law?

Can | check social media or texts if I'm
queuing in traffic or stopped at traffic
lights?

No - a hand held phone cannot be used,
even if stopped at lights. Texting and
scrolling social media (even if the phone
is mounted on a hands-free holder) is
distracting and dangerous. It doesn't
come under the handheld mobile phone
law but the police may decide to charge
you with a number of other offences.

Can | use my phone to listen to music,
play podcasts or watch video clips?
You can't watch video clips - not even if
your phone is mounted in a hands-free
holder.

You can use your phone to listen to
music and podcasts but only if your
phone is in a hands-free holder or
connected by Bluetooth.

However, just as you can be distracted by
the noise of a car radio, if it affects your
ability to drive safely, you could still be
prosecuted by the police.

Can | use my phone's sat nav?

Yes - as long as the phone is mounted in
a hands-free holder. If it's in your hands,
it'sillegal.

However, if you are distracted by the sat
nav and it affects your ability to drive
safely, you could still be prosecuted by
the police.

Can | pull over to check my phone?
Yes, providing you are safely parked with
the engine switched off, you can pull into
a lay-by or pull up on a single yellow line
(providing there are no road markings
showing restrictions at that time).

What counts as hands-free?
Adashboard holder or cradle, earphones
or a Bluetooth connection. It is illegal to
use hand-held microphones or to hold
your phone out on loudspeaker.

Smart watches and voice-activated
software are legal, but again can be a
distraction, and the driver may be liable
for other offences.

So what can | do on my phone?

You can only use your phone in your
hands if you are safely parked. The only
exception is if you need to call 999 or 112
in an emergency and it is unsafe or
impractical to stop.

What about learner drivers?

The same rules apply, and itis also illegal
to use a hand-held phone or similar
device when supervising a learner driver
or motorcycle rider.

 Early warning signs of heart
attacks 'being missed’

Early warning signs may have been
missed in one in six heart attack deaths
in England, a study suggests.

Researchers looked at all heart attack

hospital admissions and deaths
between 2006 and 2010.

The team, from Imperial College
London, found 16% who died of a heart
attack within 28 days of an admission
had not been diagnosed - despite
symptoms like chest pain most likely
being present.

The British Heart Foundation has called
the research "concerning".

The study authors from the School of
Public Health at Imperial College say
more research is "urgently needed".
The research, published in the Lancet,
looked at the hospital records of all
135,950 deaths in England due to heart
attacks over the four-year period.

The records showed whether the
person had been admitted to hospital
in the previous four weeks and whether
signs of a heart attack were recorded as
the primary reason for the hospital
admission, a secondary reason or not
recorded at all.

The data showed 21,677 of the patients
had no mention of heart attack
symptoms in their hospital records.
Lead author Dr Perviz Asaria said:
"Doctors are very good at treating heart
attacks when they are the main cause of
admission, but we don't do very well
treating secondary heart attacks or at
picking up subtle signs which might
point to a heart attack death in the near
future."

Heart attack symptoms

. Chest pain - a sensation of
pressure, tightness or squeezing in the
centre of the chest

. Pain in other parts of the
body - it can feel as if the pain is
travelling from the chest to the arms
(usually the left arm is affected, but it
can affect both arms), jaw, neck, back
and abdomen

. Feeling lightheaded or dizzy
Sweating

. Shortness of breath

. Feeling sick (nausea) or

being sick (vomiting)

. Overwhelming sense of

anxiety (similar to having a panic attack)

. Coughing or wheezing

Although the chest pain is often severe,
some people may only experience

minor pain, similar to indigestion. In
some cases, there may not be any chest
pain at all, especially in women, elderly
people and people with diabetes.
Source: NHS

The report authors say symptoms, such
as fainting, shortness of breath and
chest pain, were apparent up to a
month before death in some patients.
But they point out doctors may not
have been alert to the possibility that
these signalled an approaching fatal
heart attack because there was no
obvious damage to the heart at the
time.

Prof Majid Ezzati, who also worked on
the study, said: "We cannot yet say why
these signs are being missed, which is
why more detailed research must be
conducted to make recommendations
for change.

"This might include updated guidance
for healthcare professionals, changes in
clinical culture, or allowing doctors
more time to examine patients and look
at their previous records."

Prof Jeremy Pearson, associate medical
director at the British Heart Foundation,
said: "This study shows that large
numbers of people who die of a heart
attack have visited hospital in the
month before, but have not been
diagnosed with heart disease.

"This failure to detect warning signs is
concerning and these results should
prompt doctors to be more vigilant,
reducing the chance that symptoms are
missed, ultimately saving more lives."
A spokesman for the Royal College of
Physicians said: "The treatment of heart
attacks is one of the success stories of
modern medicine but this paper is an
important reminder that there are still
areas where we can improve care.
"While many heart attacks present with
classical pain in the chest in people who
smoke and have other risk factors for
heart disease, many heart attacks don't
present this way and in people not
obviously at high risk.

"The challenge is to accurately and
speedily diagnose all these patients
so that they can be offered best care.
Education of the public, of GPs,
paramedics and Emergency
Department doctors is essential if we
are to improve even further the care
we offer to patients having a heart
attack."
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Tariq Ramadan: ‘Muslims need
to reform their minds’

Tarig Ramadan knows all about travel bans.
After all, he was never meant to end up
here, in a pebbledash semi in north-west
London. In 2004, he was on his way to the
US, having been offered the role of
professor of Islamic studies at the University
of Notre Dame, in Indiana. Suddenly, nine
days before his flight, a house already
rented, kids enrolled in school, his visa was
revoked.

The reasons given were vague at first, but
eventually came down to the fact he
supported a charity the Bush
administration labelled a fundraiser for
Hamas. They argued Ramadan should have
known about the links. How could he, he
said, when the donations were made
before the blacklisting - in other words,
before the US government itself knew? He
believes, instead, that he was singled out
for his opposition to the war in Iraq.

In 2010, Hillary Clinton, as secretary of state,
revoked the revocation, but by that time,
Ramadan had been embraced by St
Antony’s College, Oxford. Ramadan has no
regrets. “I'm very happy that they
prevented me from going. I'm much better
off here,” he says, in gently accented
English (he grew up in Geneva, speaking
French and Arabic). Commuting to Oxford,
he has madeMetroland his home. In the
States, he says, “l don't think it's a political
atmosphere where you are free to speak.
People are scared.”

It's probably just as well he feels that way:
the Trump administration won't be rolling
out the welcome mat. As well as its plans for
anew executive order designed to prevent
millions of Muslims from entering the
country, it's considering designating the
Muslim  Brotherhood a  terrorist
organisation. That poses a problem for
Ramadan, as it was his grandfather, Hassan
al-Banna, who founded the movement.
This family connection has given rise to a
lot of innuendo over the years. Some of his
detractors believe that Ramadan himself is
a walking Brotherhood front: smooth-
talking, but with a forked tongue. His calls
for peace and dialogue apparently mask a
secret agenda to Islamise Europe. | can't
find any reason to disbelieve Ramadan
when he says he's not a member of the
organisation. He has been open in books
and talks about his approach - to remain
faithful to thetenets of Islam, but resolutely
to participate in western society - and it
seems unnecessary to invoke a shadowy
puppet-master.

“I'm the grandson of Hassan al-Banna and
this is fact,” he says. “I have been quite
critical of the organisation. With the last
book that | wrote about the Arab
awakening, and even after 2011, | was very
critical. Now to be critical ... is [one thing].
To reduce them to something which is
violent extremism, and to acknowledge
and to accept the rhetoric of [Egyptian
president] Sisi and before him Mubarak:
that's not going to help any country.
Because these people, you challenge them

V'

with democracy and with arguments, not
with repression and torture.”

Ramadan believes that terrorist designation
would set a terrible precedent. “Listening
now ... to dictators list who are the terrorists
... that's going to be very, very bad for the
future of the Middle East.”

Is this the most troubling moment for the
Muslim world since 9/11? Not only do we
have Donald Trump, but in France, where
Ramadan has an office and spends much of
his time, more than one in four voters back
Marine Le Pen. How worried is he?

“You know, the last election .. when
Hollande won, | said he physically won the
election, but politically, the far-right party,
Front National, won. Because its rhetoric
was everywhere. They are winning the
game.” If it's Le Pen, he explains, “it's going
to be worse, but it's already very bad. Of
course we have to resist her party, but the
most important thing is the normalisation
of her rhetoric in the Socialist party and
[among] the Republicans.”

Ramadan is optimistic, however, because
he says national politics matter less than
what goes on in communities. There, he has
written, Muslims can “rise to the occasion”,
meeting the challenges posed by a climate
of fear by taking an unflinching look at
themselves, while engaging to make
society, as a whole, more just.

Is this the “Muslim reformation” that
everyone from Bill Maher to the likes of the
now ex-national security adviser Michael
Flynn believes is necessary? “We shouldn’t
export terminology. Islam doesn’t need a
reformation, but Muslims need to reform
their minds, their interpretations of Islam,
which is not exactly the same as what you
[went] through because we don't have a
church.”

Ramadan'’s latest book, called Islam: The
Essentials, is an attempt to set out just how
this change of mind needs to come about.
It's billed as “a Pelican introduction” to the
religion, but those seeking a For Dummies-
style guide will be disappointed. It's written
in Ramadan'’s trademark stately prose (he is

both more energising and more succinct as
a speaker), and gets deep into the weeds of
what it means to be a Muslim in the age of
globalisation. That said, an appendix, Ten
Things You Thought You Knew About
Islam, offers a punchy recap of his thoughts
on key issues, including sharia, jihad and
dress codes. Ramadan explains that Sharia
is a guide to ethics, not simply a legal code.
Corporal and capital punishments are the
result of a “brutal and literalist” application
of it and should be suspended. His
approach to gay people seems to be love
the sinner, hate the sin - a conservative one
in the context of very recent progress in the
west, but hardly incompatible with life here,
as millions of traditional Christians
demonstrate. Islam considers modest dress
for men and women an obligation,
although not an essential one.

Ramadan wants Muslims, particularly
western ones, to think of themselves as
absolutely part of modern society, and to
push it in the direction of human rights and
equality of opportunity. He is clearly
frustrated by the reduction of his faith into
questions of hijab or homosexuality by
non-Muslims. (He points out that Islam’s
role as the puritan foil to a permissive west
is relatively new. Until well after the
Enlightenment, Muslim cultures were seen
as threatening because of their libertinism
and sensuality.)

Ramadan boils his prescription for western
Muslims - and he is clear that Islamis now a
western religion, too - down to four Ls:
"Knowledge of the country’s language,
respect for its laws, loyalty to its society and
liberty for the citizens.” Out of context,
those are phrases that many parties of the
right in Europe would love to get in their
election manifestos, and many on the left
might want to but wouldn't dare. And yet
Ramadan still has credibility among Muslim
grassroots: he is in high demand as a
speaker, particularly to young people, and
not just on the liberal fringe. How does he
doit?

What he projects is the sense of being

nobody’s stooge. He speaks truth to power,
whether that's in the corrupt, conservative
Middle East, or the belligerent west. It
wasn'tjust the US, and at one point, France,
that refused him entry - he has also been
banned from Saudi Arabia, Egypt and
several other Muslim-majority countries. He
says he was named, recently, in two Islamic
State videos, as being “more dangerous
towards Islam than the non-Muslims”. The
threat was considered big enough for him
to be offered protection by the British
government, but he turned it down,
thinking it would be too disruptive.

So why does he continue to be attacked as
a threat to liberal values, even our safety?
There's no shortage of unflattering material
out there about him. One of the more
outlandish examples is a front-page story
that appeared in the Sun on 12 July 2005,
less than a week after the bombings that
killed 52 people in London. It branded him
an Islamic militant, who had come to
preach (he is not a cleric). A leader in the
same paper called him an extremist who
“backs suicide bombings”. It went on to
describe him as a “a soft-spoken professor
whose moderate tones present an
acceptable, ‘reasonable’ face of terror to
impressionable young Muslims.” A pungent
Richard Littlejohn column was thrown in for
good measure.

The Sun articles read as though completely
divorced from reality, and the febrile post-
7/7 atmosphere offers no excuse. Ramadan
is unhappy when | bring them up - I don't
blame him - but they form part of a pattern
of reaction to him that seems important.
In a 2003 TV clash with Nicolas Sarkozy,
then France’s interior minister, Ramadan’s
call for a moratorium on corporal and
capital punishment across the Muslim
world was wilfully misconstrued as support
for the stoning of women. Rotterdam city
council, which employed Ramadan as a
community adviser, had 54 tapes of talks he
had given in Arabic translated after
allegations of homophobia and misogyny
surfaced. They declared the reports to be
inaccurate, but later fired him anyway for
hosting a show on Iran’s regime-funded
Press TV. In her book Frere Tariq - Brother
Tariq - French journalist Caroline Fourest
laid out a charge sheet against him that
included a visceral loyalty to the Muslim
Brotherhood and use of double discourse
to fool non-Muslim audiences. Last year,
the mayor of Bordeaux, Alain Juppé, said
Ramadan was not welcome in the city,
claiming his position on issues such as
secularism, men and women and equality
was ambiguous.

It's hard to escape the conclusion that this
kind of controversy is the fate of any Muslim
publicintellectual who attempts to grapple
with the world as it is, rather than as we
would like it to be. Ramadan gives as good
as he gets, though. He took the US to court
over his visa, and did the same with
Rotterdam. He gave an interview to the Sun
to “rectify” their account of him, and sued

another journalist who accused him of
doublespeak.

This instinct to strike back doesn't always
help his case. Despite his very clear and
repeated denunciations of antisemitism as
un-Islamic, it's a charge that has
nevertheless been levelled at him. The
reason? An article he wrote in 2003
accusing certain Jewish public figures (and
non-Jewish ones, he says now, admitting
that this point was not made clear in the
original) of “communitarianism” for failing
to denounce Israeli human rights abuses.
In it, he wrote that if Muslim intellectuals
are expected to condemn the acts of the
Saudi regime and terrorism or violence in
Pakistan, Jewish ones should do the same
when it comes to Israel. He tells me he
doesn't regret writing the piece, even after
all the trouble it has caused (Sarkozy
brought it up during their row). | put it to
him that it's unfair to expect anyone to bear
responsibility for the policies of a
government they didn't elect, starting with
Muslims, and that two wrongs don’t make
a right. “I disagree with you,” he says.
“Because | think there is a moral obligation.
| really think that as a Muslim, when | see
things that are done in my name, as in
Saudi Arabia, | have to speak out. I'm not
responsible, but | have to speak out. And |
think that ... some of the Jewish people in
France are speaking out, and saying: notin
my name. And | think that is a moral duty.”
Ramadan’s attempts to find a place for
Islamic orthodoxy in the secular west has
seen him “constantly doing the splits”,
according to one reviewer. He's quick to
respond: “It's in your mind, it's not my
reality.” But | wonder whether, as for many
ordinary Muslims, that sense of a faultline is
most acute where the generations meet. He
has four children between the ages of 15
and 30, two girls and two boys. Are they
serious about their faith, like him? “To my
knowledge, yes,” he laughs. “Yes, | think
that they are practising Muslims.” Would
they tell him if they weren't?

“No, I'm not sure that they would tell me
everything about that. And | don't think
that they have to. I think it's their life.”
There have been problems, tensions, yes.
“What | got from them is the difficulty to be
consistent, but stories about the way it was
difficult, they didn't tell me,” he smiles
again.

It strikes me that Ramadan’s essential
quality is consistency. He states his
positions often and clearly, and they rarely
change. Perhaps that is why he has
infuriated so many people, in Muslim-
majority countries, in Europe and the US.
“There's a type of Muslim,” he tells me, “that
we only listen to when they are saying what
we want them to say. I'm not this type of
guy.I'm not going to repeat what you want
me to say. | take the Qur'an seriously, | take
the texts seriously, | want to be faithful to
my tradition and face up to the challenges
of my time. This is difficult.”




36

24 February 2017

www.weeklydesh.co.uk

englishnews @weeklydesh.co.uk

Feature

Abdul Sattar Edni: Why Google honours him today

Edhi, who founded the world's largest volunteer ambulance network, would have been 89 on Tuesday

Edhi was known as the 'Angel of
Mercy' in Pakistan

EDHI QUOTATIONS

«'[People] have yet to become human'
«'My ambulance is more Muslim than you'
«'No religion higher than humanity'

Abdul Sattar Edhi founded the world's largest
volunteer ambulance network in Pakistan, the Edhi
Foundation.

Unlike wealthy individuals that fund charities in their
names, Edhi dedicated his life to the poor from the
age of 20, when he himself was penniless in Karachi.
The reach of Edhi's foundation grew internationally,
and in 2005 the organisation raised $100,000 in aid
relief for the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

Edhi was born before partition in Bantva, Gujarat,
India on February 28, 1928.

He died last year in Karachi of renal failure. He was
offered treatment abroad, but insisted on being
treated in a government hospital at home.

The Edhi Foundation's slogan is: "Live and help live".
Today would have been his 89th birthday.

In his honour, Google changed its logo in the United
States; Iceland; Portugal; Australia; New Zealand;
Japan; Estonia; the UK; Denmark; Ireland and
Pakistan to a doodle, or illustration, of Edhi.

Google hailed Edhi's "super-efficient” ambulance
service.

"In celebration of Abdul Sattar Edhi, let's all lend a
hand to someone in need today," it said.

The technology giant's team has created more than
2,000 doodles for homepages around the world.
Among those recently celebrated are Pramoedya
Ananta Toer, Fred Korematsu and Edmonia Lewis.
"The doodle selection process aims to celebrate
interesting events and anniversaries that reflect
Google's personality and love for innovation," the
company says.

'No religion higher than humanity'

With more than 1,800 ambulances stationed across
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Ateam of 'Googlers' decides who gets the doodle treatment, the tech giant says [Screenshot from Google]

Pakistan, the Edhi Foundation is Pakistan's largest
welfare organisation. In 1997, the foundation

entered the GuinnessWorld Records as the "largest
volunteer ambulance organisation”.

If you call 115 in the South Asian nation, the Edhi
Foundation will answer.

In his words, at the start of his work, Edhi "begged
for donations" and "people gave".

This allowed him to convert a tiny room into a
medical dispensary. He also bought an ambulance
that he himself drove around.

Raising more donations and enlisting medical

students as volunteers, his humanitarian reach
expanded across the country.

Today the Edhi Foundation runs outpatient
hospitals, a child adoption centre and rescue boats.
It also helps in the burials of unidentified bodies.
There are cradles for "unwanted babies" outside Edhi
emergency centres.

Throughout his life, Edhi emphasised the
humanitarian, rather than religious, motivation for
his work.

His foundation receives "zakat" (Islamic charity)
donations, which he used to help Muslims, Christians
and Hindus.

Asked why he helped non-Muslims, he said:
"Because my ambulance is more Muslim than you."
He also famously lamented: "People have become
educated ... but have yet to become human."

When he died, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said:
"Edhi was the real manifestation of love for those
who are socially vulnerable, impoverished, helpless
and poor. We have lost a great servant of humanity."
Nobel Peace Prize

Throughout his life and after he died, many
questioned why Edhi never received the Nobel
Peace Prize.

After the nominations in 2014, the hashtag
#NobelPrizeforEdhi was created; many said he
should have been recognised instead ofMalala
Yousafzai, who is also from Pakistan.

Inan interview with the Express Tribunenewspaper,
Edhi said: "l don't care about it. The Nobel Prize
doesn't mean anything to me. | want these people, |
want humanity."

In that same interview, he recalled an incident that
he would never forget.

"There was a woman who committed suicide by
jumping into the sea along with her six children," he
said. "l was really saddened while giving them
‘ghusal’ (Islamic washing ritual after death) as part of
the funeral rituals."

According to Pakistan's Nation newspaper, the State
Bank of Pakistan will next month issue a
commemorative coin of Rs50 in memory of Edhi.

When you fact-check Donald Trump's latest speech, you
find that even the technically true parts aren't really true

By Holly Baxter

Total shock and surprise reigned this morning when
we woke up to find that the Associated Press had
fact-checked Donald Trump’s Joint Address to
Congress and found that almost every big claim
made in the speech was false.

His budget plan will offer “one of the largest
increases in national defence spending in American
history”, he claimed, while actually Congress has
raised budgets by larger percentages than the one
offered by him (10 per cent) three times in recent

years (2002, 2003 and 2008.)

“The vast majority of individuals convicted of
terrorism-related offences since 9/11 came here
from outside our country,” he stated, while
government information suggests that just over half
of those people were actually born inside the US.
“According to the National Academy of Sciences, our
current immigration system costs America’s
taxpayers many billions of dollars a year,” he
continued, while the report actually stated that the
children of immigrants “are among the strongest
economic and fiscal contributors to the population.”

And even when what he said was technically true, it
wasn't the full truth - like his claim that 95 million
Americans are “out of the labour force”. That figure
includes retirees, high school and university
students, and stay-at-home parents who aren't
currently seeking work, so it hardly paints an
accurate picture of the unemployment crisis he
would have you believe Obama presided over.

He also said borders had been “left wide open” for
“drugs to pour in ata now unprecedented rate”. He's
right about the drug crisis - in 2015, 52,000 people
in the US died of drug overdoses alone, more than
the 43,000 who died during the 1995 peak of the

HIV/Aids epidemic. But heroin and other hard drugs
which move across borders are, as Vox points out,
only a small part of that: almost two thirds of those
deadly overdoses involved an opioid painkiller, for
which pharmaceutical companies have to take some
of the blame. That problem isn't going away even if
immigration from Mexico and Central America
suddenly plummets to zero.

What about the money that's “pouring in” from
Nato, because of “very strong and frank discussions”
with Donald Trump the hard negotiator? It's been

Continued on page 37 ...
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Why Hollywood has abandoned
d Israel

By Catherine Rottenberg TR

As Israel moves ever more dangerously
rightward - evidenced by the latest law
legalising the state's expropriation of
private Palestinian lands and the
extremely conservative appointees to
the High Court - Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu seems, perhaps
paradoxically, more obsessed than in the
past with promoting Israel's positive
image in the international arena.
Indeed, the current government has
poured millions of dollars into its Brand
Israel campaign. Just this past December,
Haaretz reported that the tourism
ministry "was granted its biggest
marketing budget ever in the past year
as it tried to change Israel's image as a
travel destination and expand the range
of tourism offerings."

Apparently, the government is hell bent

endorsing the Israel brand has simply
become too controversial.

Ultimately, though, no matter what the
stars' convictions are vis-a-vis Israel, the
overwhelming lack of response reveals,
at the very least, that Israel is no longer a
particularly desirable destination, even
for an all-expenses paid vacation.

The Israeli lobby, it turns out, can no
longer take Hollywood for granted as
part of its Brand Israel campaign. And this
is significant.

Additionally, however, this also suggests
that, not unlike the final years of the
South African Apartheid regime, the
cultural front has become an increasingly
important site of struggle.

Indeed, just last week, another crisis
erupted when only five of 11 NFL players
joined a trip to Israel after the Super
Bowl.

As Seattle Seahawks defensive end, Michael
Bennett stated, he would "not be used" by

on trying to convince the international
community that the Jewish state is and
remains the only democracy in the
Middle East.

This illusion appears increasingly difficult
to sustain as time passes and fewer
international actors seem to be buying it.
Apropos actors - let's take a look at the
latest reports from Hollywood. In the
days before the 2017 Oscars award
ceremony, a flurry of articles were
published on how the Tourist Ministry
attempted to lure 26 nominees to Israel
with lavish tour packages estimated at
about $55,000 each.

Government officials justified their
actions by insisting on the importance of
regaling celebrities with the "real Israel".
Clearly what is at stake here is the
projection - and  exorbitant
chorographical  production - of
normality, where the celebrities are used
as a vital prop in the Brand Israel

campaign.

Leading media outlets, however,
reported that not one of the two dozen
stars had accepted the invitation. The
often politically incorrect Jennifer
Lawrence handed her package deal over
to her parents, while Leonardo DiCaprio
appears to have had enough of Israeli
paparazzi, particularly given his
experiences during his past visits with his
then girlfriend, supermodel Bar Refaeli.
The unwillingness of these Hollywood
stars to participate in Israel's branding
efforts could well mark an important
transformation in popular United States-
Israel relations.

On the one hand, these actors have not
made any public declaration or come out
publicly in support of the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions movement
(BDS). Therefore, their refusal to accept
an all-expenses-paid - and more - visit to

2017 Oscar Nominees photographed

Israel should not be understood as an
active or overt political statement.

On the other hand, the total absence of
any signs of enthusiasm about visiting
the "Holy Land" on the part of the Oscar
nominees could point to something else,
namely, a profound shift in cultural
perceptions.

As Israel's settler colonial project
continues unabated, many younger
Americans - who also happen to be these
celebrities' main fan base - consider the
country and its policies incredibly
divisive.

Avoiding an incendiary discussion

A recent Pew Report highlights this
trend. Although most Americans still
sympathise more with Israel than with
the Palestinians, over the past decade US
public opinion has shifted quite
dramatically.

Indeed, for the first time this century -
and thus in history - liberal Democrats

are about equally split between
sympathising more with Israel (33
percent) and with the Palestinians (40
percent).

Furthermore, among the Millennials
fewer than half (43 percent) sympathise
more with Israel, while about a quarter of
them (27 percent) sympathise more with
the Palestinians, the highest percentage
of any generation.

The Hollywood stars' refusal to take
advantage of Israel’s lavish package tours
could therefore reflect a desire to avoid
entering into this very polarised and
incendiary discussion.

In other words, these stars - who are
endlessly promoting brands and
products (mostly their own) to as broad
an audience as possible (but mostly to
Millennials) - may well have realised that

Israel for publicity. "When | do go to Israel -
and | do plan to go - it will be to see not only
Israel but also the West Bank and Gaza so |
can see how the Palestinians, who have
called this land home for thousands of
years, live their lives."

Although the fight against Israel's headlong
move towards apartheid will undoubtedly
have to continue to be waged on a variety
of fronts, stars and superstars may well
have an increasingly important part to play
in this very real drama.

After all, if Hollywood has taught us
anything at all, it is that we should never
underestimate the power or influence of
popular culture.

Catherine Rottenberg is a Marie
Sklodowska Curie Fellow in the Sociology
Department, Goldsmiths College and the
author of Performing Americanness:
Race, Class, and Gender in Modern
African-American and Jewish-American
Literature.

Continued from page 36....

widely reported that this sentence was an ad-lib by
Trump, absent from the original transcript of the
speech. Bloomberg’s Nick Wadhams, among others,
said that this could best be explained by Trump
taking credit for the 28 member states in Nato
raising their defence budgets over the last three
years or so - many of whom decided to up those
budgets before Trump became president. It's true
that few of the member states were keeping
religiously to Nato’s defence target of 2 per cent, but
recent global events (not least European countries’
concerns about Russia after the annexation of
Crimea) have played a part in changing that. It's
doubtful that the rhetoric of Donald Trump was the
sole - or even the main - reason for those
developments.

We know that this is a trend in Trumpland: The
Donald likes to take credit for whatever he possibly

can, whether or not the achievement in question is
his own. “We've saved taxpayers hundreds of

millions of dollars by bringing down the price” of the
F-35 jet fighter, he claimed in his speech this

morning, though these cost savings were secured
entirely or at least mostly under President Obama
(the same President Obama who's apparently
behind all those anti-Trump protests and White
House leaks.)

“As we speak tonight, we are removing gang

members, drug dealers, and criminals that threaten
our communities and prey on our very innocent
citizens,” Trump told his adoring fans and his fierce
detractors. “Bad ones are going out as | speak, and
as | promised throughout the campaign.”
If only life and humans were like that, with the good
ones and the bad ones and an easily agreed-upon
delineation between the two. In reality, the message
is very simple and the solution is very complicated.
When politicians understand that, rhetoric still has
its place. But when they don't, and so attempt
simplistic solutions while pushing patently false
claims, things have the potential to go very wrong
indeed
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Mini cab

D R I VE R S - 4

Had an accident
that wasn't your fault?

WE HAVE PCO LICENSED AND
INSURED REPLACEMENT
VEHICLES AVAILABLE
IMMEDIATELY:

PRESTIGE » 020 8523 1555

PRESTIGE HAS A VEHICLE SUITABLE
FOR YOU WHETHER IT°S A VW
SHARAN, A ZAFIRA, A VECTRA OR A
MERCEDES BENZ SALOON
INCLUDING C, E AND S CLASS ALL
COME FULLY INSURED AND PCO
REGISTERED.

DON’'T DELAY CALL US NOW ON
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Britain’s first nationwide
FREE Bengali newsweekly
TO PLACE ADVERT CALL: 07940 782 876
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VEHICLE MANAGEMENT

www, co.uk

We can manage
your whole claim
and this service
is FREE to you!

Vehicle recovery
and storage

Vehicle Repair or
total loss
Replacement vehicle

Had an aCCiden ' No Fee solicitors
Fault or non-fault?

Either way, let us help to get you back on the road
and you could receive a bonus payment of up to £500!"

CALL US on
020 8983 2088
or 0845 838 1185

MADISON

OPENING OFFER

30 OFF

Ends 28" February 2017

Tel: 020 7247 0679

51 Raven Row, London E1 2EG
www.madisonsteakandlobster.com
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