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= ESOL A1, A2,B1 & B2

! Eastend Training is an exam centre for over
50 courses including ESOL, Maths and ICT.

To book your ESOL exam please call 02070961188

EASTEND TRAINING wiingvense:

Home of Lifelong Learning

Osmani centre

= Food Hygiene Level: 1,2,3,& 4
m Health & Safety Level 1,2,3 & 4
= Child Protection & First Aid

= Immigration Home Inspection Report

Free Life in the UK courses available
No pass no fee for trinity B1 courses
Terms and conditions apply.

M: 07539 31 6 742 ABDUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY

221 Whitechapel Road, (2nd Floor) London E1 1DE
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simplecall

Cheap
International
Calls

e No contract

e No hidden fees

e Keep your number
e View full call history
e Printed call statement on ©
e Setup Call-Direct for ea

e Share one account with

simplecall.com h @& AppStore P> Google Play
02035 /700 700 Do
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Britain’s first nationwide
FREE Bengali newsweekly
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For LocAL PEOPLE

DISTANCE LEARNER

ONSITE

Green Vision TRAINING CENTRE, LONDOI

05 e AT FRefAfGre FAfifoe N foxw
G CTBIF @7 CTRT MRS oy TaCR:

B1 (ISE 1) English courses for Private Hire Drivers
B1 English courses for British citizenship and ILR

A2 English courses for Spouse visa extension

Property Inspection Report for Immigration Purpose
Life in the UK Test Preparation & Training

Tel: 0203 129 2648 | Mob: 07912 351 329 / 07883 087 170

Areas we cover

1 |mmigrati0n & nationality Email: info@gvec.co.uk | Web: www.gvec.co.uk
2. Commercial property 241A Whitechapel Road, 3rd Floor, Unit 2, (Above Ponchokhana Restuarant), London, E1 1DB
3. Family matters 10. Miscellaneous 0.
4. Civil litigation 1. Attestation Noof- 'II-'(IQEIIRI(I)III‘IG
5. Money claim 2. Power of attorney 72N CENTRE SYears §
6. Conveyancing 3. Deed poll .
7. Landlord & tenant 4. Statutory declaration e
-
8. Welfare 5. Will © FOOD HYGIENE "
9. Debt management © HEALTH & SAFETY

® HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
® FIRSTAID

©® TEACHING ASSISTANT

® FIRE AWARENESS

® CUSTOMER SERVICE ) 0‘:"

® (SCS (Health & Safety for
construction industry)

©® REFRESHER COURSE

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

® HOME INSPECTION REPORT FOR
IMMIGRATION PURPOSES

® FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

® GRANT/FUND MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANCY AND APPLICATION

Fee earners

1. Shafiqul Islam

2. Md Atique Mahmud
3. Syed Enam Ahmmad

Principal solicitors
1. Abu Mazid (Arif)
2. Sharif Md Nurul Amin

Business Development Centre, UNIT 7
Call: 020 7377 5966 | 07961 064 965 7.5 Greatorex Street, London E1 5NF

info@londontrainingcentre.com | www.londontrainingcentre.com

2nd Floor, 117 New Road
London E1 1HJ, UK

Fax: 0207 247 9296
Email: info@cwchambers.com
Web: www.cwchambers.com

Tel: 0207 375 1274

(® Hightield nefe. "< ASDAN

[ ——

I Bt oo
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London Enterprise Academy

A new free secondary school in
Whitechapel offering:

¢ Small class sizes with strongdiscipline
 New modern classrooms with iPads for everystudent &
* High quality teaching and learning

e Broad and balanced curriculum

* A menu of enrichment activities to choose from

Open days in March - 9.30am -12.00p

Wednesday 15th March
Tuesday 21st March, Frlday 24th March

London Enterprise Academy

Commercial Road, London E1 1RD
*T: 020 7426 0746 » E: info@londonenterpriseacademy.org

www.londonenterpriseacademy.org
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¢ Buillders & Plumbers
» VAT
¢ Payrall

* Business Plan
b Tax Return

E: Info@tajaccountants.co.uk
W www tajaccountants.co.uk

GFTOHB T AT G2

WL S oAl =, o ERGy e S Mg

@ HM Revenue
& Customs

TN

ACCOUNTANTS

¢ Accounts for LTD Company
b Restaurants & Take Away

Direct Line: 07528 118 118
07428 247 365

il Digpn 0 NTAR T I penss § Loy EiE

T 02034117843

¢ Cab Drivers & Small Shops 69 Vallance Road
[ London E1 SBS]

¢ Company Formations

We are registered licence
holder in public practice

Rie Aiil Hyal Pt arman

FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY
'E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!!

Paying too much?
Example, STHITHE WAE FHAE

8/ 75733 No Claim Bonus +

Clean Licence 41%1 LG WL SN

A $20-380 ATES el (RAIA IR
G FIE T O WA AT
T 39-0¢ T6S 495 Fa0e |

Serving for last 8 years

HI*#14 Payment+ paper work + certificate +
CRIAITCNT TR Main Insurance co - &9 AT,

broker- &3 HY 7 | WA WHHE TEAW

Insurance
3e =T

yment amount (4% up-to
TTH Direct Debit ~&= T¥TE
FW 4375 insurance FATT T <1 |

Your insurance will be updated in MID

(Motor Insurance Dalabase) www.askmid.com

(We do not help CAB/TRADE Insurance)

TO GET A QUOTE Please Call (Mon-Sat 9am-8pm)

Mr. Ali : 07950 417 360 (T-Mobile), Tel: 02081 230 430, Fax: 02078 060 776
Email: cheapguote@hotmail.co.uk, Suite 10, 219 Bow Road, Landon E3 25.J
www . facebook.com/edcheapcarinsurancabroker
www.siles.google.com/sitefe3cheapcarinsurancebroker
(Please find us in you tube and Google by typeing (a3 cheap car insurance broker)
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Removal Service

removalZi.co.uk
o7 . .
I ] -

] Call: 07508 393 243
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G¥° PROPERTY LAW

FAMILY LAW

. %C‘PT @i"nﬁ‘\'am%ﬁm

V/ WESTMINSTER LAW CHAMBERS
QIR AREM @ Tifer

g Qv IREERe QP T 407
13T G e STees |

FOR FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IMMIGRATION LAW =&~

= A1 8 e ¢ @ -+ 3T AT T© ToA (T T (T
~ T3 Groreia “+ 9 YA APPLICATIONS
e e S T APPEALS, JUDICIAL REVIEW
 qremi s B R i %%ETTLEMEI\?C: CITIZENSI;I;P

“ LITIGATION

BUSINESS LAW

= Company, Commercial, Gzt
8 971«j Civil Cases

« Motoring & Other Criminal Cases

3] {AAT «fFrefeT, shema wig «5ff
Statutory Declarations

243A WHITECAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E1 1DB
TEL: 020 7247 8458
Email: info@westminsterchambers.com

www. westminsterchambers.com

Mobile: 077 1347 1905
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GUARANTEE

® 2 EETEC

Double Protection Magnetic Filter For Boilers

COMING SOON!

See the Zeetec - 3
Model 2 launch at

High quality 22mm service valve.

Built with an angle for maximum efficiency in flow.
Drainage valve and key which is easy to use and makes it
a product that can be maintained by a layman.

Strong magnet which will attract any magnetic metals
which manages to pass through the 80microns gaps of the
mesh.

Zeetec Model 1 (black colour), only £55
including VAT and shipping.

Order online at www.zeetec.org

or enclose a cheque or postal order for gty IIll and amount
of £ I crossed and made payable to Zeetec Ltd.
Post to: Zeetec Ltd, 85 Myrdle Street,London E1 1HL

Name

Address

Postcode

Phone

Email

AGENTS REQUIRED NATIONWIDE

For more details email info@zeetec.org
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Established Agent serving the community since 1996
. We are
Appomied Agent We are approved open 7 days
Umrah agent by the a week
- Ministry of Hajj
bangladesh m Umrah fare from £330
Direct Sylhet from £390+Tax M Complete package
From January 2017 from £595
(Minimum 4 person, 5 nights)

QATAR

ATRWAYS =il

Dhaka return from £475
Terms & Conditions apply

T: 0207 375 0800
M: 07984 959 885
07828 235 600

273A Whitechapel Road, Londopn E1 1BY

www.imrantravels.co.uk, E: imrantravels@hotmail.com

W >> (TF SIOT 558 AM

or visit www.spectrumradio.net
TS, STOR], AW TN @ ATFIFE

DI BoFIT ﬁl’i?l‘l'{ S
ST Qb1 (A b
WFBTW%;QW IZ7 8 AR @ﬂ?&ﬂ”‘ﬂ?ﬁ
f*rree T2 fSifem aﬂ%o—\gem
Contact: Misbah Jamal, 0795 7124487

Email: misbahjamal39@yahoo.co.uk

@ IMRAN TRAVELS 3%’

e 3 e
Alam & Company

Cost & Executive Accountants, Forensic, Auditors & Tax Consultants

Our Services

Business Start up

Year end Financial Statements ]

Dr. Mohommed N Alam
BA Mot iicant MA Eigonl
P A e Bk’ y
FCEA, FANA, FUAL FLFE
FACIIR, CMACPALCFTA
AhAL ALEA [l MAA

y Secretarial Services

Company Farmation

Management Accounts
Bookkeepi

[
[
v
w
w
w
v VAT Audit Assurance
w
w
w
o
'
'

el "-'ll_'l' viCes
Services
cast Ac

Fore counts

Capital Gain Tax (CGT)
Corporation Tax Return
Sell Assessment Tax Return
Payroll and Paye

Our Speciality in Tax and Vat

Investigation

For any information and appointment,
please conlact at Head office number below

Akhtar House, 2 Shepherds Bush Road, London W6 7P)
Tel : 0208 746 1642, Fax : 0208 749 7126, Mob: 0786 0926 001
Email: alamandco.accountants@gmail.com, info@alamandcompany.com
. We are in process of opening two new branches in
East London and Birmingham

www.alamandcompany.com

Head Office ;
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BENGALI
FEMALE
DRIVING

sk D
Ry "

- &
\\‘\ H...Lr'“‘\

36-cont..

INSTRUCTOR

= DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE

= ONLY FOR WOMENS

i = STUDENT DISCOUNT AVAILABLE

= WE COVER TOWER HAMLETS ONLY

= FULLY QUALIFIED DSA APPROVED
DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

L~ PHONE: 07985 597 721

Plumber 24/7

Bathroom & Kitchen installation specialist

[ o
il

[ ] Washlng Machlne No Fix No Fee, m All types of Boiler
Repairs, m BTaps, Tanks, Cylinders, over flows m Drain
blockages, m Washing Machine, Freeze, Cooker, Freezer
m Electric, Plumbing, Heating, Gass Safty Checks

Mobile- 07957 148 101

Local engineer for you

Buffet 30+ Dishes £7.99

80 TR 2lI3TSH FR Yoo 6
For Party Booking: 020 7377 6112

245-247, Whitechapel Road
London E1 1DB
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&% DESIGNER ABAYA HOUSE

SALE SALE

OFFER START FROM 10™ NOVEMBER UP TO 31°" DECEMBER

DESIGNER THOBE

Al Shikkha | Daffah | Durush | lkaf | AlHaramain | Omani Thobe
Hooded Thobe | Short Sleeve Thobe | Morocco Thobe
Children Thobe | Designer Panjabi Set | Waist Coata

CATERING & EVENTS MANAGEMENT
o e e e ?

o8I (FITT S (72 | MR 8%
vty (=re fea [WivR ATe A |

Wﬁ,@ﬁﬁcﬁﬁﬁq
A, LS GBIALHSATAD,
ST FIE 6 FHIARPR
s R R I I A |

-ri
Contact:
- g

Sayed J Miah (Jay): 07960 950 612
M. E Hossain: 07792 675 520
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BRANCHES:
Indian Ocean Chingford Ltd Indian Ocean Romford Lid

020 8531 3835 = 0208531 1115 01708 738 500 = 01708 739 129
Indian Ocean Chingford § w 1 § ¥ 1 Indian Ocean Romford
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Hotline: 0207 790 1234 (PBX)
Direct: 0207 702 7460

TRAVEL SERVICES

CHEAP AIR TICKETS FOR
INTERNATIONAL &
DOMESTICFLIGHTS ON YOUR
CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS

HAJJ & HOLIDAY PACKAGES

LOW COST FLIGHTS TO ANY CITY
AROUND THE WORLD

WORLDWIDE CARGO SERVICE

WE CAN HELP WITH: Passport - No
Visa - Renewal Matters

Biman
BANGLADESH g2

RIDEIRCUCHE (5
8 FETCAITER 9%
Warn%

313-319 COMMERCIAL ROAD
LONDON E1 2PS, F: 0207 790 3063

C ISIRE

M FMTR

KUSHIARA

i ice
e Courier Service_

CARGO
SERVICES
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W T f6eed - @R
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T R Y TR e rethe o v e

B Worldwide Money Transfer
M Bureau De Exchange

We buy & sell
BDTaka, USD, Euro

NERREIGIRE
QR @ FIF IR 2T

E: kushiaratravel@hotmail.com eibe) RIS 3 |

Open
7 days
a week
10am-8pm
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Good News: We arrange Marriage Cnrl:lﬁmte & Divorce Certificate

GIREE- TAIPe S SR G2 260w, aAfogret faifsteie - st
SIS SATIE G THOT, Wﬁ‘ RO, FAIE, JETT |
(TZF) I 8 ST - A3 %1% @it siem
o 07533 412 951, Email: shamsul 197 7& hotmail.conk
170 Cannon Strect, London E1 2LH M: 07949872154

S & M building Maintenance Itd

u SYSTEM TO COMBI BOILER CONVERTION
® BOILER SERVICE & NEW INSTALLATION
u CENTRAL HEATING POWER FLASHING

u LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE

u ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING WORK

u COOKER SERVICE & INSTALLATION No: 231695
= REFURBISH THE WHOLE HOUSE

ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY
UNIT 21-THE WHITECHAPEL CENTRE
85-MYRDLE STREET LONDON E1 1HL

safe

REGISTER

 Mob 07863 289758
1107985 262 696
Email:
s-m-building
@hotmail.com
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SEND
MONEY TO
BANGLADESH

131 Whitechapel Road

London E1 1DT, 020 7247 2119
(Dposite Exst Landon Maosjid)

LSea
425 High St North Manor Park

London E12 6TL, 020 8552 6067
(Oposite Baltur Rahman Masjid)

-Ellﬂ Manor Park

EVERY DAY 10AM T0 8PM 7%

‘lr“'lrlﬁ:-:l I=1% W h“ﬂhﬂ[hl 1
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www.harakah.info

Taka Rate Line : 020 7247 0800

ERIAAE

Instant Cash Service
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e W e ey, < e
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Money
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(Level 3)

©[<ide]

Olga Educational Training Project

Empowering the Communities

Our Services

m B1 English Test for Mini Cab Driver &
Citizenship

m Life in the UK Test

m Food Hygiene Training

m First Aid Training

m Fire Awareness

m Web Design Training

m Study Support & Exam Preparation
for KS1-KS4, AS, & A-level English,
Maths & Science

m TQUK Level 3 & 4 Awards in Teaching

m TQUK Level 2& 3 Awards Supporting
Teaching & Learning (L2-13)

m Customer Service NVQ (QCF) L1-L3
RN RATCENETER VT (TIAREER  make a difference to our community”
m Team Leading NVQ (QCF) L1-L3

For further info please call:
Dr Ashfak Bokth PhD (Sheffield Uni), MRSC
www.oetp.co.uk, drbokth@oetp.co.uk

g‘t NV
18 Years delivering the best
community & quality services!

Why Train with us
m We are an accredited centre

m Teachers are experience Trinity
College and City & Guild examiners

m Friendly and supportive

environment
m Flexible training

m We run our courses when our
customers want them-day, evening
or weekend

Aim High, believe in yourself and

A/f;

Grangewood Business Centre
2nd Floor, Unit F, (Above Londos)
271A Whitechapel Road
London E1 1BY

07991603594, 078000 901694,
07988306211




WWW.WEEKLYDESH.CO.UK

o ... |

%@’2@%

AT T I forems GeTa e P16 {2 o
@BET 8 (G T fefere e 2@ | @% ¢ @35
TRE S5 TE TS | @FEATHA YL 6 (T e
AR MR | 20 T2 ARE G2 VT A ARGIfere
BRfET 73T | AR fo (ATF T for a1
[ T | S SR (O] IACAIN 5 |

Contact: 07533 046 863 (Mr. Miah)
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et Fiferaite
o [

F1eeT6 *=eaw qifafens e Fiferaiet foTea

2 o MeFs [Rery =03 | e sifase
€.09 *OF | AN ICDAT ACAT | BLQ
D} @O @Y T |

Contact: 07851 944 718 (Adnan Pavel)
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Verities cars
for sale very
cheap price.

Please contact
Contact: 07956 697 575 (Mr. Ali)

(WD: 06-09)
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Contact: 07960 429 739/ 020 8548 8320
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Mob: 07940 782 876

Help for Shamsul

Account number: 5818001005657
Sonali Bank, Shahbazpur Branch
Moulvibazar, Bangladesh
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Contact: TGaTHI *I129- 093¢ A9 0qq (TE)

¥ G (TSI~ 005-85bY 5O by (FEN)
(WD: 09-12)
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"N CITISIDE

LANDLORDS WANTED

FEATURES:

m 2-5 YEARS LEASING m 0% COMMISSION

m GUARANTEED RENT m NO MANAGEMENT FEES
m FREE VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY

FOR A HASSLE FREE PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT GIVE US A CALL.

CONTACT PERSON: RUZMILA HAQUE, ASSTMANAGER

CITISIDE PROPERTIES

220-222 BOW COMMON LANE, E3 4HH

PH: 07539 519 039, OFFICE: 02089814833 / 0203719948
EMAIL: ruz.mila22@gmail.com,
info@citisideproperties.co.uk
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Contact: Bangladesh 0088 01711 363 250 (Foysol)
(WD: 09-12)
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Contact: 07919 485 316

(Mr. Sorkar) (WD: 09-12)

Dr. Mizanur Rahman
MSc, DHMS, D.Hom, MD(AM)PhD

Secretary
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK
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Dr. Ahmed Hossain
MA, D.Hom(England)

Chairman
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK

271a Whitechapel Road
(2nd Floor, Room G)
London E1 1BY

Tel : 020 3372 5424
Mob : 07723 706 996
Email : homoeoherbal@yahoo.co.uk

www.homoeoherbal.co.uk
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GETTING MARRIED? CONGRATULATIONS!
Lonpon's Most Excrusive & UnNiQUE EvEnTs VENUE
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Licensed for Civil Ceremonies = On-site parking for ov
Seating for BO0 guests = Private Garden =
Full Sagregation Available = Kitchen * Air Conditioned + Bride's Room

Morth London Business Park, Oakleigh Road South/Brunswick Park Road, Londan M1 1GN

Contact us for mare Information
07545 881 924 | tayel OFT956 237 128

020 8368 4716 | info@arianabangqueting.co.uk
www.arianabanqueting.co.uk
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GETTING MARRIED? CONGRATULATIONS!

Most ENncHANTING & MAaGIcAL WEDDING VENUE

Exclusive Whole Day Venue = On-site Parking for over 300 Cars
Seating for 6800 Guests » Full Disabled Access » Bar Area
Air Conditioned = Beautiful Private Landscape Gardens
Licensed for Civil Ceremonies = Bride's Room
Full Segregation Available
Ivy Barn Lane, Margaretting, Chelmsford, Essex CM4 OEW
Contact us for more information

n 07545 881924 | Thufayel 07956 237 128
01277 356 108 | info@arianabanqueting.co.uk

www.arianagardens.com
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DEPARTURE: 22 AUG 2017 | RETURN 09 SEP 2017 —

AIRLINE: EMIRATES

MAKKAH: 4"ROYAL MAJESTIC HOTEL
MADINAH: 4*°SAJJA ALMADINAHHOTEL &

FROM

£4850 i, £4750 ¢

e — —

CALL US NOW 0207 377 5252

0782 577 6377 - 0798 370 2832 - 0773 774 9507 - 0750 600 2053

alkhidmahtours1@agmail.com
65 New Road, London E1 1HH
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= Cargo and excess baggage specialist
= Fast and reliable cargo service
= Worldwide cargo

= Delivary safely and on time
«Door to door service

JMG Birmingham Office:
Moynul Islam - 07877 487 492

JMG Manchester Office:

Zahangir Ahmed - 07891 620 145

020 7247 7770

0

\

207247 8878

www jmgcargoandtravel com
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Principal
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John Biggs tell Downing St to
scrap business rate hikes after

Budget 2017: What it means for you

Two Budgets in one year have the potential to make a major impression on your household finances.

In the first of this double-header,
Chancellor Philip Hammond said
that he was supporting families
while not spending recklessly.
Although the Budget was relatively
low-key, other changes were
already planned. This adds up to a
significant financial impact on
millions of people - even before the
next Budget in November.

So here is how it could affect you.
Taxrise for the self-
employed

The main National Insurance
contribution rate paid by the self-
employed will rise in the next few
years.

[t will increase from its current level
of 9% to 10% in April 2018, and
then to 11% in April 2019 for those
earning more than £8,060.

The level for employees is 12%.
The chancellor said that this would
raise £145m a year by 2021-22 atan
average cost of 60p a week to those
affected.

As previously announced, class 2
contributions - which has a lower
threshold - will be abolished.
Taken together, only the self-
employed with profits over £16,250
will have to pay more as a result of
these changes. That is more than
two million people.

The chancellor said this brought
fairmess  between the self-
employed and employees.

But the move was criticised by the
body that represents the self-
employed.

"The chancellor should not forget
that growth in self-employment
has driven our labour market in
recent years and punitive rises in

tax will make many people have
second thoughts about striking out
on their own," said Chris Bryce,
chief executive of IPSE.

Help for savers

A new government-backed savings
product was promised in
November's Autumn Statement -
but we did not have date or a rate.
Now the chancellor has said the
Investment Guaranteed Growth
Bonds will be offered by National
Savings and Investments from
April, paying interest of 2.2%.

The chancellor described this as a
market-leading rate, which it is -
but it is only the equal of the best-
buy three-year bond on the market
now. Critics have already labelled
the product as a "sideshow" and
"underwhelming".

The bond will be open to those
aged 16 and over, subject to a
minimum investment limit of £100
and a maximum investment limit of
£3,000. Savers must lock in their
money for three years.

Official forecasts estimate that the
cost of living will rise at 2% or
above for the next three years.
Subscriptions

Concerns have been raised that
many people are falling into a
subscription trap, by signing up for

a paid-for service without meaning
to - for example, when a paid
subscription starts automatically
after a free trial has ended.
Citizens Advice estimates that two
million consumers each year have
problems cancelling subscriptions
on, for example, TV subscriptions.
Those with mental health problems
are often vulnerable to these issues.
The chancellor confirmed that new
measures will be considered in a
Green Paper in the summer.

What we already knew

A long list of changes, announced
in previous Budgets and Autumn
Statements will come into force in
April or the subsequent months.
They include:

. The amount you can
earn before paying income tax - the
personal allowance - is currently at
£11,000 and will go up to £11,500.
The government has promised this
will rise to £12,500 by 2020-21. The
threshold for higher rate will go up
from £43,000 to £45,000, except in
Scotland (owing to devolved
powers) where it will be £43,000

. Many  working-age
benefits remaining unchanged for
asecond year, as part of a four-year
freeze. These include Jobseeker's

The amount that can be savedina
tax-free Individual Savings Account
(Isa) is rising from £15,240 a year to

£20,000

Allowance, Employment and
Support Allowance, some types of
Housing Benefit, and Child Benefit.
However, state pensions, Maternity
Pay and disability benefits are
excluded
. The launch of a new
Lifetime  Individual ~ Savings
Account (LISA) for those aged
between 18 and 40. They can save
up to £4,000 a year, and the
government will add a 25% bonus
if the money is used to buy a home
or as a pension from the age of 60
. The start of a gradual
process allowing people to pass on
property to their descendants free
from some inheritance tax
. Any family which has a
third or subsequent child born after
April will not qualify for Child Tax
Credit, which can be more than
£2,000 per child. This will also apply
to families claiming Universal
Credit for the first time after April
. The family element of
child tax credits, worth £545 per
year, will be abolished. So families
in which the eldest child is born on
or after 6 April will not receive this
payment.
. Many buy-to-let
landlords will see the amount of tax
relief that they can claim on
mortgage interest payments cut
over the course of four years from
April. They will only be able to claim
at the lower rate of tax, not the
higher
. The National Living
Wage will rise from £7.20 to £7.50
in April, for those aged 25 and over.
Public sector pay has already been
set at a 1% annual rise each year
until 2019-20

The amount that can be
saved in a tax-free Individual
Savings Account (Isa) is rising from
£15,240 a year to £20,000
. Salary sacrifice
restricted for items such as
computers, gym membership and
health screening
. Fuel duty will be frozen
for a seventh year, but the cost of
vehicle insurance may rise owing to
an increase in the Insurance
Premium Tax from 10% to 12% in
June
. New Vehicle Excise
Duty (VED) bands are to be
introduced for cars registered from
April - zero, standard and premium
. In May, probate fees
will change, costing significantly
more for large estates

Sussex tops global
university ran

The universities of Sussex and
Loughborough appear at the top
of global university rankings
which look at individual subjects.
Sussex is rated the world's best
for development studies and
Loughborough for sport.

But the most top places are taken
by two US universities - Harvard,
and the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology.

Among UK universities, Oxford is
rated top in the most subjects -
English, geography, anatomy and
archaeology.

The annual QS World University
Rankings by Subject compare
institutions across 46 subjects.
They show the strength of in-
depth specialisms, rather than an
overall university ranking.
Harvard is top of 15 of these
subjects, including history,
medicine and biology.

Its neighbouring university, the
Massachusetts  Institute  of
Technology, accounts for another
12, including maths, chemistry
and physics.

There are a number of UK
universities claiming first places,
in rankings based on 43 million
research papers and 305,000
responses to an academic survey.
Loughborough, ~ which  has

produced a number of elite

king
e B

athletes, is rated as best in sports-
related subjects, while Sussex is
this year identified as the best for
development studies, replacing
Harvard.

The Royal College of Art is top for
art and design and the Institute
of Education, part of University
College London, is in first place
for education.

The University of Cambridge is
rated as the most consistent -
with more subjects in the top 10
than any other institution,
followed by the University of
California, Berkeley.

A quarter of all top 10 rankings
are taken by UK universities - with
the US and UK having the biggest
share of the highest places.
Among continental European
universities, ETH Zurich was top
in earth and marine sciences,
while Hong Kong University was
top at dentistry.

Ben Sowter, head of research for
the ranking firm, says that the UK
does particularly well in these
rankings which "drill down" to
subject level.

He said comparisons by subject
were becoming more important
for students considering courses.
"Subject rankings are becoming
more and more influential," he
said.




34

10 March 2017

www.weeklydesh.co.uk

englishnews @weeklydesh.co.uk

News

NHS bodies join forces to promote
blood and organ donation in the
community to help save lives together

The Hillingdon Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
and NHS Blood and Transplant are working
together to promote organ and blood donation
to people throughout Hillingdon.

As of the 1 March, Hillingdon Hospitals, will be
using its fleet of vehicles to encourage the local
community to sign up for organ donation and to
give blood. Two vehicles will carry messaging
reminding people how they can save lives by
giving blood or joining the NHS Organ Donor
Register.

As the second largest borough in London, with
over 270,000 residents, there is a huge
opportunity for Hillingdon residents to make a
big difference to the lives of others. And with
over a quarter of people in the borough from an
Asian or Asian British background and 7.3% from
a Black or Black British background*, there is a
particular hope that people from these
backgrounds will come forward and register as
new blood or organ donors.

Currently, despite making up 14% of the total UK
population, only 3% of donors who gave blood
in the last 12 months are of black or Asian

The Hillingdon Hospitals
UHS Faiclation Thise

pporting organ donation

v

heritage. Yet people from these communities
more likely to have rare blood types.

People from these communities are also more
likely to have conditions like Sickle Cell Disease
or Thalassaemia, which require regular blood
transfusions. For patients with these conditions,
blood from donors with a similar ethnic
background gives the best match and long term
outcomes.

At the same time, last year 23% of all kidney
transplant recipients were from black and Asian
communities, and black and Asian patients made
up 32% of the active kidney transplant waiting
list. However, during the same period, just 5% of
all donors were from these communities.

The new initiative in Hillingdon will be officially
launched by Shane Degaris, CEO of The
Hillingdon Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and
lan Trenholm, CEO of NHS Blood and Transplant.

Shane said :"We are pleased to be able to
support this great cause in order to raise the
profile of this vital need in the community.
Signing up to the NHS Organ Donor Register and
giving blood is something that many people

want to do but just don't get round to. We hope
that this message on our Trust vans reminds i
people in the local community to take action i
along with the details of where to go for more

information.”

lan Trenholm, CEO of NHS Blood and Transplant
added: "We are delighted to have formed a new i
partnership with Hillingdon Hospitals to help
promote blood and organ donation within their
local community. By giving us the opportunity
to put our messages onto their vehicles, the Trust
is enabling us to reach out to people who might

not otherwise hear about the importance of i - i
¢ lwrite this in appreciation of the service

p . i Bangladesh High Commission in

'We have a particular need for more people from . . .
) " ¢ London is providing for us (Brit

black and Asian communities to become blood N

i Bangladeshis) in the UK.

and organ donors, so that our donors can better :

reflect the ethnic diversity of the patients we ; Recently we (my wifeand ) got our old

help to treat. Donors of the same ethnicity can ; British Passports replaced by new ones.

provide a better match for both blood and : We needed NVR (No visa Required)

organs, which can give a better clinical outcome | Stamps in the new ones. We visited the

i High Commission's website where all

Across the UK, around 6500 people are currently { Necessary instructions were clearly
on the transplant waiting list. Last year nearly 500 wrltten. and were easy to. f9”0W'
i Accordingly, | decided to vi.sit the

blood and organ donation.”

for the patient."

people died in the UK waiting for a transplant.

In‘general, as long as you are fit and healthy, Wednesday, March 2017; after a good
weigh over 7 stone 12 Ibs (50kg) and are aged number of years
between 17 and 66 (up to 70 if you have given . .

) i1 was mildly surprised by the
blood before) you should be able to give blood. abl d easil ticeabl
If you are over 70, you need to have given blood remarkable ?/n .eastlhy noticea ;
in the last two years to continue donating. To i |mprovtemen fs tmf'ft ethcare an |
find out more or book an appointment visit : prctJ)rlppI n;ehss of st Irft N gt;fr:erat
www.blood.co.uk, call 0300 123 23 23 so search i pUBIiC.In the morning, 1€ft my office a
i the Westminster at 9-30 am, reached the

¢ High Commission at 10am. | found the

It only takes two minutes to sign up to the NHS ¢ basement consular office open ontime,

Organ Donor Register. Join the NHS Organ exactly at 10am and, officers were found

Donor Register and make sure you teII.y'our ready at their respective. counters
decision. : o
Visitwww.organdonation.nhs.ukor call 0300123 © o9 :
o9 o i gentleman at the door was particularly

¢ helpful guiding and helping everyone

for ‘NHS Give Blood' app.

friends and  family  your

2323.

Improving Services at

the Bangladesh High
Commlssmns

Dr. Hasanat Husain MBE

Bangladesh ~ High ~ Commission

incoming  clients. The

coming, how to press the machine in
the front, get their slips for serial
numbers etc. My number was 3 for
counter no. 3.

My application forms, passports, photos
and papers were checked, fees taken, a
receipt given and | was told | can come
and collect the passports the same day,
anytime after 3pm! All these completed
by 10-30am, | could return to my science
faculty lecture at 11am!

In the afternoon | went to the High
Commission around 4pm and was very
pleasantly surprised to see both
passports not only readily waiting but
also, instead of the usual stamping, a
very nice looking NVR sticker has been
imprinted.

In my nearly 44 years in the UK, it was
gratifying for me to see the neatness,
the helpful smiley meet and greet at the
door, the ready availability of a working
photocopier for those who come
unprepared, the serial number slips
from an automatic machine, the calm
and orderly atmosphere prevailing in
our High commission.

| felt | must write to you to thank the
Bangladesh High Commission Consular
staff and also to the TV and electronic
media in the UK; to pass a simple
message to our people that the High
Commission is now showing a marked
improvement in the service they are
required to provide. Hope this is useful.

John Biggs tell Downing St to scrap business rate hikes after thousands sign petition

Ahead of the Chancellor's Budget
statement tomorrow, the Mayor of Tower
Hamlets John Biggs has urged the
government to back down from planned
business rate hikes after more than
10,000 East End residents and businesses
signed a petition against the rises.

The Mayor joined the Mayor of Hackney
and representatives of the East End
Trades Guild at Downing Street this
morning to hand in a local petition
against the business rate rises.

The government’s planned revaluation
of business rates means many businesses
in Tower Hamlets could face big rises in
the amount of tax they have to pay.
Across the capital more than 7,500
businesses are expected to see a 45 per
centrise in their bills this April with many
more seeing smaller but still significant
increases.

The Mayor called on the Chancellor to
use Wednesday's Budget statement to

freeze the start of the new business rates
until further relief for small and medium
sized businesses are introduced.

Mayor of Tower Hamlets John Biggs said:

“These astronomical business rate rises
will cause untold harm to our high streets
by punishing businesses in the East End.
“The Chancellor must understand the

devastating impact these rises will have,
potentially forcing some businesses to
close. We need the government to
recognise the pain they are inflicting and
to suspend the rate rises until they have
taken proper steps to protect those small
and medium businesses who are worse
affected.”

Krissie Nicolson, Director of East End
Trades Guild added:

“Our work has given hope to the great
many small, local businesses and their
communities, who are fearful about their
future. We hope the Chancellor Philip
Hammond will make meaningful
changes both in the short and long term,
and take heed that our community will
not rest until government policy
genuinely reflects the rhetoric of its pro
small business agenda"

Sarah Haque, Director of Urban Species
in Tower Hamlets said:

"Our business has been a part of the East
End Trades Guild since the beginning. In
only two weeks we have raised almost
11,000 signatures for our petition and
this gives us hope that we can now tackle
other issues because rates are not the
only issue, this is a very small part of it.
We want to live and work in East London
because that's our history and we want
to make a future here as well. We don't
want to be driven out"

Paul Gardner Director at Gardners Bags
in Tower Hamlets said:

"We've been going since 1870, four
generations of the Gardner Family in the
area. At the moment it must be some of
the toughest times for small businesses
in the East End and London as a whole.
I'm hoping that the petition is going to
make a difference and the government
will think of a better way of setting
business rates. | think we should take
Landlords to task next!"
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Communities come together to
promote the Charlty Walk For Peace
w TR RIS

Members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Elders
Association (AMEA) in East London held their second
annual Pre Charity Walk for Peace Dinner in Stratford
on Friday 3rd March 2017. They were joined by John
Barber, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of London for the
Borough of Newham, Mike Gapes MP for lIford
South, Councillor Peter Herrington Mayor of
Waltham Forest as well as local police
representatives, other local dignitaries and
representatives from 60 charities based throughout
the UK.

The Charity Walk for Peace (CWFP - Registered
Charity Number 1161567) raises and distributes
money to UK charities. Funds are raised through

Charlty Walks which have been held all over the UK.
The first Walk in 1998 raised only £1,500 but the
amount raised in 2016 was an amazing £504,000.
The target for the 2017 Walk which is to be held on
14 May 2017 in Silvertown, London is £750,000 and
cumulative funds raised stand over £3.5 million.

As part of the promotion of the Walk regional
dinners are being held so that charities can find out
more information about the Walk and how they may
be nominated as a beneficiary of the Walk.
Following an introduction to the work of the Charity
Walk For Peace presented by Mr Rafi Ahmad
(National Vice Chairman of CWFP) various dignitaries
including John Barber, Mike Gapes MP, Councillor

Peter Herrington, lan Larnder, ChlefSuperlntendent
of Newham Police, and Councilor Paul Sathianesan,
East Ham Civic Leader spoke about their connection
to the Charity Walk For Peace and the positive
impact it and members of AMEA have had on the
local community.

Charity representatives, who had attended the
Charity Walk in previous years, also spoke about
their experiences and how funds raised from the
Walk have helped the work that they are doing. All
the various charity representatives who spoke said
that they looked forward to participating in the Walk
on 14 May 2017.

Dr Ch ljaz Ur Rehman, National President of AMEA

thanked aII the charities who attended and praised
the work that they are doing.

In the final address Mr Rafiq Ahmad Hayat, President
of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community in the UK,
gave an introduction to the beliefs of the community
and their motto of Love For All Hatred For None. He
stated that there was a great responsibility on all
Muslims to be loyal to their country and to engage
with and help their local community through
charitable works and fundraising.

In total 300 guests attended the function held at The
Old Town Hall in Stratford. Before leaving they were
served with a three course meal prepared by
volunteer members of AMEA.

Nike's Pro Hijab: a great leap into modest
sportswear, but they're not the first

Nike's move to highlight the intensity
and passion of veiled Muslim athletes
speaks volumes in an age of renewed
xenophobia, but it's  hardly
groundbreaking

Two days before International Women's Day, Nike
unveiled its Pro Hijaband took a leap into modest
sportswear. Nike, arguably the most influential
sports company in the world, announced that the
product, available in three colors, would be on
salein spring 2018.

The Pro Hijab is a collaboration between Muslim
athletes in the Middle East - and the timing of
Nike highlighting diversity in sport is impeccable.
In an era where xenophobia seems to ring out as
anorm, highlighting the intensity and passion of
veiled Muslim athletes speaks volumes. But the
modest sportswear industry is not a new one, and
although the move is exciting, it's hardly
groundbreaking.

A few weeks ago, Nike released a new
advertisement featuring women from the Middle
East and North Africa. The spot garnered over
1.5m views on the Nike Women YouTube
channel. Although the idea of the ad was
excellent, the rollout was imperfect. But it might
have been an attempt to ready the world for the
Pro Hijab.

Emirati figure skater Zahra Lari, also a participant
in the Nike Middle East commercial, posted a
photo of herself skating and wearing the new
design. Nike's infamous ‘swoosh’ is displayed
prominently on the side on her head as she glides
across the ice. Egyptian athletics coach Manal
Rostom was also featured in photos running

along a beautiful beach in the sun, wéaring the
light, breathable headscarf.

Amna Al Haddad consulted with Nike and came
up with some ideas based on her own
experience. Al Haddad told Nike during the
design processthat she only had one hijab that
could meet her needs as a competitive
weightlifter. She washed it nightly. Nike
spokeswoman Megan Saalfeld explained that this
hijab was created “as a direct result of our
athletes telling us they needed this product to
perform better, and we hope that it will help
athletes around the world do just that.”

But Nike is not the first mainstream sports brand
to recognize the needs of Muslim women.

At the 2012 London Olympics, Sarah Attar was
one of two women to represent Saudi Arabia.
Attar's uniform was designed by another Oregon-
based company,Qiselle.

Ironically, the moment that influenced Nike was
seeing Attar compete in 2012. “This movement
first permeated international consciousness in

2012, when a hijabi runner took the global stage
in London," a statement from Nike read.

On International Women’s Day in 2016, Danish
sportswear company Hummel - whose motto is
“Change The World Through Sport” - released
new kits for the Afghanistan women's soccer
team. This was the first sports company that
included a hijab option as part of a team kit. This
item is for sale to the public. (Side note: | have
one, and it's amazing.) Philanthropy and
advocacy are a big part of what Oiselle and
Hummel have done with their support of
athletes. It helps to diversify what it means to be
an athlete.

But as much as we laud Nike for their efforts, it is
important to acknowledge the huge footprints
already made by the modest sportswear industry.
Hijab in sport is not a new concept. Women have
been wearing hijab for literally thousands of
years, and have definitely been active during that
time. More recently, modest sportswear has also
become a way to advocate for Muslim women in

sport. Smaller companies, often spearheaded by
women, have designed and sold sport hijabs for
decades. Capsters started in 2001 and has been
selling sports hijabs all over the world, also
allowing more Muslim girls and women to
participate in sports more comfortably. A scarf
design from Canadian companyResportOn was
one of the reasons that the international
taekwondo federation allowed Muslim women to
compete in recognized tournaments. Both
Capster and ResportOn submitted prototypes to
Ifab that formally overturned Fifa's hijab ban in
2014. These companies carved out a space for
Muslim women when their participation was
challenged

Muslim women are creating and designing their
own hijabs from crowdsourcing and fundraising.
This includes smaller companies like Asiya, which
came out of a brilliant Somali community in
Minneapolis, and Sukoon Active, which raised
$15,000 above its $10,000 goal on Kickstarter.
British muay thai fighterRugsana Begum started
her own line of hijab to encourage women to get
involved in sports.

Muslim women do face significant challenges in
sport. Perhaps Nike might be able to push for the
inclusion of Muslim women, considering their
new partnership is with Fiba, the basketball
federation that has still not rescinded a
headcovering ban. As ESPN sportswriter Kavitha
Davidson noted, the new relationship means that
Nike is “the official partner for product and
marketing at Fiba's biggest competitions’ -
including the Fiba women'’s basketball World Cup
- providing apparel, footwear, and equipment.
Will that include its new hijab?". It would seem

bizarre for Nike to partner with the same
federation that excludes the same women who
could be wearing the Pro Hijab.

I don't expect Nike to become a savior for Muslim
women, who can certainly defend themselves,
but solidarity and support is important.
Particularly from a company that will make
millions from a specific demographic with a
product that is meant to help elevate sports in
marginalized community.

Helping sports grow around the world sounds
like a great plan - but would seem difficult if a
part of the population isn't allowed to participate.
Nike s a powerhouse, and seeing Muslim athletes
featured in their products seems like a leap.
Representation matters. But keep in mind that
Nike is a business and not a lobby group. This
product will most likely do very well, otherwise
they would not have chosen to sell it. Might this
be the beginning of a modest fashion line from
Nike? I think back 20 years ago to when | started
wearing hijab and | bought a Nike dri-fit shirt, cut
it up and sewed it - creating my very own sports
hijab. It was a disaster.

I'am not a huge fan of the swoosh on the scarf,
and I might not to wear this particular design, but
I can't help be happy with all the options for
Muslim women have in mainstream sportswear.
Choice is always a good thing.

Muslim women don't need a hijab to validate
their identities as athletes: that passion was never
covered up. But in all honesty, as a footballer, if
my favorite sports brand comes out with a new
design for a hijab - with three stripes on the
headpiece - | would definitely consider buying
one.
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As a young British Muslim, ['ve
been kicked out a mosque and
told to stay away from Google
- why do | feel like a terrorist?

A few days ago, a German school

announced that it had banned
Muslim students from using prayer
mats in order to stop them from
displaying their religion “in a
provocative manner”. | read this with
a sad sense of familiarity: it reminds
me of the sense of fear and anxiety
that | myself feel as a young British
Muslim in 2017.

On a day-to-day basis, | am
hyperconscious about where | am
sitting in a café or a park, when | do
my daily Quran reading — who
around me might see the Arabic
writing on my laptop screen or
mobile phone app and feel
threatened or incensed? Might they
even call the police or refer me to a
Prevent channel, as has happened to
others? If | was doing my French
homework, | know | would hardly be
noticed, but | worry terribly about the
piercing eyes around me when
reading Arabic, especially the Quran.
Afew weeks ago, | was even asked to
leave a mosque for reading the
Quran. Yes, you read it correctly. | was
taken into an office where several
anxious old men had called an
emergency Cobra meeting of sorts,
and interrogated about who | was,
what | was doing and why | was there,
because they had never seen me
before. They were alarmed simply
because | was sat on my own in a
corner, looking down at my phone.
After explaining that | was just
reading the Quran on a mobile app,
they apologised but still disapproved
of my particular reading of the Quran,
in a mosque, and explained to me
that they "have to be tight on
security”. They said they were afraid
of being spied on or attacked,
because of “what is happening to
Muslims in the world".

| left feeling confused and perturbed.
It surprised me how incredibly afraid
ordinary Muslims in Britain have
become of being victims of hate
crimes or being wrongly suspected of

In fact, for these same reasons, | must

Googling, what | write and publish on
blogs, or whether or not | should
retweet something about politics,
religion or even humanitarian crises -

anything which might possibly be :
i post-Brexit trade agreement. It was to

misconstrued as “extremism.”

I study A Level Religious Studies at a
well-behaved, high-achieving and

and one of our units is called
Religious  Fundamentalism. My

students in the class to exercise
extreme caution when revising and

searching for material for homework : X
i refugees being the target of her own

online. My fellow Muslim classmates
and | consciously use pre-prepared
books and worksheets to avoid
having to search for “the Taliban" or
“Isis” on the internet, and risk being

to suspicious authorities.
This demonisation of Muslims is

especially damaging when it is in i
pecaly ging i today by the equally dishonest response

schools, as in Germany right now,
because it generates disillusionment

and isolation from an educational :
i accurately two years ago that the Balfour

system which should be a unifier and
a driver toward social good.
Furthermore, scaremongering

intolerant generations and
entrenches our existing problems.

What | am faced with as a young
British Muslim is a society that seems

to be systemically hell-bent on . .
) u ) : more of this same nonsense from Boris
presenting me as the “other”, and

quarantining me. A 2014 study by
Bristol University found that as a

less likely to get a job offer than a
Christian counterpart. In 2017, the

BBC's Inside Out London sent out two  :
¢ fundamentally opposed to each other -

identical CVs, one with an English-
sounding name, and the other with a

Musli , to 100 job posts. It i
ustim name, fo Jo5 posts ¢ would be broken. The descendants of

found that someone with a Muslim
name was three times less likely to be
accepted for an interview.

By Robert Fisk

¢ Theresa May told us that Britain will
i celebrate the centenary of the Balfour

Declaration this summer with “pride”.
This was predictable. A British prime
minister who would fawn to the
head-chopping Arab autocrats of the

i Gulfinthe hope of selling them more

missiles - and then hold the hand of
the insane new anti-Muslim president

¢ of the United States - was bound, |
i suppose, to feel “pride” in the most

mendacious, deceitful and

¢ hypocritical document in modern
i British history.

As a woman who has set her heart
against immigrants, it was also

constantly be cautious about what Iam  inevitable that May would display her

most  venal characteristics to
foreigners - to wealthy Arab
potentates, and to an American
president whose momentary love of
Britain might produce a life-saving

an audience of British lobbyists for
Israel a couple of months ago that she

H o, : U
religiously diverse grammar school, : expressed her “pride” in a century-old

declaration which created millions of
refugees. But to burnish the 1917

teacher even encouraged the Muslim ; document which promised Britain's

support for a Jewish homeland in
Palestine but which would ultimately
create that very refugee population -

anti-immigration policies - is little short
of iniquitous.

The Balfour Declaration’s intrinsic lie -
that while Britain supported a Jewish

monitored or erroneously flaggedup | homeland, nothing would be done

“which may prejudice the civil and
religious rights of existing non-Jewish
communities in Palestine” - is matched

of Balfour's lamentable successor at the
Foreign Office. Boris Johnson wrote quite

Declaration was “bizarre", a “tragicomically
incoherent” document, “an exquisite piece

among children creates further : of Foreign Office fudgerama'. But in a

subsequent visit to Israel, the profit-
hunting Mayor of London suddenly
discovered that the Balfour Declaration
was “a great thing” that "reflected a great
tide of history”. No doubt we shall hear

Johnson later this year.
Although the Declaration itself has been

British Muslim man, | am 76 percent i parsed, de-semanticised, romanticised,

decrypted, decried, cursed and adored
for 100 years, its fraud is easy to detect:
it made two promises which were

and thus one of them, to the Arabs (aka
"the existing non-Jewish communities”),

these victims, the Palestinian Arabs,
are now threatening to sue the British

i government over this pernicious

Boris Johnson and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netenyahu

piece of paper, a hopeless and
childish response to history. The
Czechs might equally sue the British
for Chamberlain’s Munich agreement,
which allowed Hitler to destroy their
country. The Palestinians would also
like an apology - since the British
have always found apologies cheaper
than law courts. The British have
grown used to apologising - for the
British empire, for the slave trade, for
the Irish famine. So why not for
Balfour? Yes, but... Theresa May
needs the Israelis far more than she
needs the Palestinians.

Balfour's 1917 declaration, of course,
was an attempt to avoid disaster in
the First World War by encouraging
the Jews of Russia and America to
support the Allies against Germany.
Balfour wanted to avoid defeat just as
Chamberlain later wanted to avoid
war. But - and this is the point -
Munich was resolved by the
destruction of Hitler. Balfour initiated
a policy of British support for Israel
which continues to this very day, to the
detriment of the occupied Palestinians of
the West Bank and the five million
Palestinian refugees living largely in
warrens of poverty around the Middle East,
including Israeli-besieged Gaza.

This is the theme of perhaps the most
dramatic centenary account of the
Balfour Declaration, to be published this
summer by David Cronin (in his book
Balfour's Shadow: A Century of British
Support for Zionism and Israel), an Irish
journalist and author living in Brussels
whose previous investigation of the
European Union’s craven support for
Israel's military distinguished him from
the work of more emotional (and thus
more inaccurate) writers. Cronin has no
time for Holocaust deniers or anti-
Semites. While rightly dismissing the
silly idea that the Palestinian Grand
Mufti, Haj Amin al Husseini, inspired the
Holocaust of the Jews of Europe, he
does not duck Haj Amin’s poisonous
alliance with Hitler. Israel's post-war
creation as a nation state, as one Israeli
historian observed, may not have been
just - but it was legal. And Israel does

legally exist within the borders
acknowledged by the rest of the world.
There lies the present crisis for us all: for
the outrageous right-wing government
of Benjamin Netanyahu is speeding on
with the mass colonisation of Arab land
in territory which is not part of Israel,
and on property which has been stolen
from its Arab owners. These owners are
the descendants of the “non-Jewish
communities” whose rights, according
to Balfour, should not be “prejudiced”
by “the establishment of a national
home for the Jewish people” in
Palestine. But Balfour's own prejudice
was perfectly clear. The Jewish people
would have a “national home” - ie, a
nation - in Palestine, while the Arabs,
according to his declaration, were mere
“communities”. And as Balfour wrote to
his successor Curzon two years later,
"Zionism ... is ... of far profounder
import than the desires and prejudices
[sic] of 700,000 Arabs who now inhabit
that ancient land".

Cronin's short book, however, shows
just how we have connived in this
racism ever since. He outlines the mass
British repression of Arabs in the 1930s
- including extrajudicial executions and
torture by the British army - when the
Arabs feared, with good reason, that
they would ultimately be dispossessed
of their lands by Jewish immigrants. As
Arthur Wauchope, the Palestine High
Commissioner, would write, “the subject
that fills the minds of all Arabs today is
... the dread that in time to come they
will be a subject race living on
sufferance in Palestine, with the Jews
dominant in every sphere, land, trade
and political life". How right they were.
Even before Britain's retreat from
Palestine, Attlee and his Cabinet
colleagues were discussing a plan
which would mean the “ethnic
cleansing” of tens of thousands of
Palestinians from their land. In 1944,
a Labour Party statement had talked
thus of Jewish immigration: “Let the
Arabs be encouraged to move out as
the Jews move in." By 1948, Labour,
now in government, was announcing
it had no power to prevent money

Theresa May wants British people to
feel'pride’ in the Balfour Declaration.

What exactlyis there

to be proud of?
it

being channelled from London to
Jewish groups who would, within a
year, accomplish their own “ethnic
cleansing”, a phrase in common
usage for this period since Israeli
historian  lllan  Pappe  (now,
predictably, an exile from his own
land) included it in the title of his
best-known work.

The massacre of hundreds of Palestinian
civilians at Deir Yassin was committed
while thousands of British troops were
still in the country.  Cronin’s
investigation of Colonial Office files
show that the British military lied about
the “cleansing” of Haifa, offering no
protection to the Arabs, a policy largely
followed across Palestine save for the
courage of Major Derek Cooper and his
soldiers, whose defence of Arab civilians
in Jaffa won him the Military Cross
(although David Cronin does not
mention this). Cooper, whom | got to
know when he was caring for wounded
Palestinians in Beirut in 1982, never
forgave his own government for its
dishonesty at the end of the Palestine
Mandate.

Cronin’s value, however, lies in his further
research into British support for Israel, its
constant arms re-supplies to Israel, its 1956
connivance with the Israelis over Suez -
during which Israeli troops massacred in
the Gaza camp of Khan Younis, according
toa UN report, 275 Palestinian civilians, of
whom 140 were refugees from the 1948
catastrophe. ~ Many  UN-employed
Palestinians, an American military officer
noted at the time, “are believed to have
been executed by the Israelis”. Britain's
subsequent export of submarines and
hundreds of Centurion tanks to Israel was
shrugged off with the same weasel-like
excuses that British governments have ever
since used to sell trillions of dollars of
weapons to Israelis and Arabs alike: that if
Britain didn't arm them, others would.

In opposition in 1972, Harold Wilson
claimed it was "utterly unreal” to call for an
Israeli withdrawal from land occupied in
the 1967 war, adding that “Israel’s reaction
is natural and proper in refusing to accept
the Palestinians as a nation”. When the
Palestinians first demanded a secular one-
state solution to Palestine, they were
denounced by a British diplomat (Anthony
Parsons) who said that “a multinational,
secular state” would be “wholly
incompatible with our attitude toward
Israel”. Indeed it would. When the PLO
opposed Britain's Falklands conflict, the
Foreign Office haughtily admonished the
Palestinians - it was “far removed” from
their “legitimate concerns’, it noted -
although it chose not to reveal that
Argentine air force Skyhawk jets supplied
by Israel were used to attack UK forces, and
that Israel’s military supplies to Argentina
continued during the war.
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But what about the railways ...

The myth of Britain's gifts to India

By Shashi Tharoor

Any modern apologists for British colonial rule in India no
longer contest the basic facts of imperial exploitation and
plunder, rapacity and loot, which are too deeply documented
to be challengeable. Instead they offer a counter-argument:
granted, the British took what they could for 200 years, but
didn't they also leave behind a great deal of lasting benefit? In
particular, political unity and democracy, the rule of law,
railways, English education, even tea and cricket?

Indeed, the British like to point out that the very idea of “India”
as one entity (now three, but one during the British Raj), instead
of multiple warring principalities and statelets, is the
incontestable contribution of British imperial rule.
Unfortunately for this argument, throughout the history of the
subcontinent, there has existed an impulsion for unity. The idea
of India is as old as the Vedas, the earliest Hindu scriptures,
which describe “Bharatvarsha” as the land between the
Himlayas and the seas. If this “sacred geography” is essentially
aHindu idea, Maulana Azad has written of how Indian Muslims,
whether Pathans from the north-west or Tamils from the south,
were all seen by Arabs as "Hindis”, hailing from a recognisable
civilisational space. Numerous Indian rulers had sought to unite
the territory, with the Mauryas (three centuries before Christ)
and the Mughals coming the closest by ruling almost 90% of
the subcontinent. Had the British not completed the job, there
is little doubt that some Indian ruler, emulating his forerunners,
would have done so.

Divide and rule ... an English dignitary rides in an Indian
procession, c1754. Photograph: Universal History Archive/Getty
Images
Far from crediting Britain for India's unity and enduring
parliamentary democracy, the facts point clearly to policies that
undermined it - the dismantling of existing political institutions,
the fomenting of communal division and systematic political
discrimination with a view to maintaining British domination.
In the years after 1757, the British astutely fomented cleavages
among the Indian princes, and steadily consolidated their
dominion through a policy of divide and rule. Later, in 1857,
the sight of Hindu and Muslim soldiers rebelling together,
willing to pledge joint allegiance to the enfeebled Mughal
monarch, alarmed the British, who concluded that pitting the
two groups against one another was the most effective way to
ensure the unchallenged continuance of empire. As early as
1859, the then British governor of Bombay, Lord Elphinstone,
advised London that “Divide et impera was the old Roman
maxim, and it should be ours".

Since the British came from a hierarchical society with an
entrenched class system, they instinctively looked for a similar
one in India. The effort to understand ethnic, religious,
sectarian and caste differences among Britain's subjects
inevitably became an exercise in defining, dividing and
perpetuating these differences. Thus colonial administrators
regularly wrote reports and conducted censuses that classified
Indians in ever-more bewilderingly narrow terms, based on
their language, religion, sect, caste, sub-caste, ethnicity and
skin colour. Not only were ideas of community reified, but also
entire new communities were created by people who had not
consciously thought of themselves as particularly different
from others around them.

Large-scale conflicts between Hindus and Muslims (religiously
defined), only began under colonial rule; many other kinds of
social strife were labelled as religious due to the colonists’
orientalist assumption that religion was the fundamental
division in Indian society.

Itis questionable whether a totalising Hindu or Muslim identity
existed in any meaningful sense in India before the 19th
century. Yet the creation and perpetuation of Hindu-Muslim
antagonism was the most significant accomplishment of British
imperial policy: the project of divide et impera would reach its

Apologists for empire like to claim that the British brought democracy, the rule
of law and trains to India. Isn't it a bit rich to oppress, torture and imprison a
people for 200 years, then take credit for benefits that were entirely accidental?

culmination in the collapse of British authority in 1947. Partition
left behind a million dead, 13 million displaced, billions of
rupees of property destroyed, and the flames of communal
hatred blazing hotly across the ravaged land. No greater
indictment of the failures of British rule in India can be found
than the tragic manner of its ending.

Nor did Britain work to promote democratic institutions under
imperial rule, as it liked to pretend. Instead of building self-
government from the village level up, the East India Company
destroyed what existed. The British ran government, tax
collection, and administered what passed for justice. Indians
were excluded from all of these functions. When the crown
eventually took charge of the country, it devolved smidgens of
government authority, from the top, to unelected provincial
and central “legislative” councils whose members represented
a tiny educated elite, had no accountability to the masses,
passed no meaningful legislation, exercised no real power and
satisfied themselves they had been consulted by the
government even if they took no actual decisions.

As late as 1920, under the Montagu-Chelmsford “reforms”,
Indian representatives on the councils - elected by a franchise
so restricted and selective that only one in 250 Indians had the
right to vote - would exercise control over subjects the British
did not care about, like education and health, while real power,
including taxation, law and order and the authority to nullify
any vote by the Indian legislators, would rest with the British
governor of the provinces.

Democracy, in other words, had to be prised from the reluctant
grasp of the British by Indian nationalists. It is a bit rich to
oppress, torture, imprison, enslave, deport and proscribe a
people for 200 years, and then take credit for the fact that they
are democratic at the end of it.

A corollary of the argument that Britain gave India political
unity and democracy is that it established the rule of law in the
country. This was, in many ways, central to the British self-
conception of imperial purpose; Kipling, that flatulent voice of
Victorian imperialism, would wax eloquent on the noble duty
to bring law to those without it. But British law had to be
imposed upon an older and more complex civilisation with its
own legal culture, and the British used coercion and cruelty to
get their way. And in the colonial era, the rule of law was not
exactly impartial.

Crimes committed by whites against Indians attracted minimal
punishment; an Englishmen who shot dead his Indian servant
got six months’ jail time and a modest fine (then about 100
rupees), while an Indian convicted of attempted rape against
an Englishwoman was sentenced to 20 years of rigorous
imprisonment. In the entire two centuries of British rule, only
three cases can be found of Englishmen executed for
murdering Indians, while the murders of thousands more at
British hands went unpunished.

The death of an Indian at British hands was always an accident,
and that of a Briton because of an Indian’s actions always a
capital crime. When a British master kicked an Indian servant
in the stomach - a not uncommon form of conduct in those
days - the Indian’s resultant death from a ruptured spleen
would be blamed on his having an enlarged spleen as a result
of malaria. Punch wrote an entire ode to The Stout British Boot
as the favoured instrument of keeping the natives in order.
Political dissidence was legally repressed through various acts,
including a sedition law far more rigorous than its British
equivalent. The penal code contained 49 articles on crimes
relating to dissent against the state (and only 11 on crimes
involving death).

Of course the British did give India the English language, the
benefits of which persist to this day. Or did they? The English

language was not a deliberate gift to India, but again an
instrument of colonialism, imparted to Indians only to facilitate
the tasks of the English. In his notorious 1835Minute on
Education, Lord Macaulay articulated the classic reason for
teaching English, but only to a small minority of Indians: “We
must do our best to form a class who may be interpreters
between us and the millions whom we govern; a class of
persons, Indians in blood and colour, but English in taste, in
opinions, in morals and in intellect.”

The language was taught to a few to serve as intermediaries
between the rulers and the ruled. The British had no desire to
educate the Indian masses, nor were they willing to budget for
such an expense. That Indians seized the English language and
turned it into an instrument for our own liberation - using it to
express nationalist sentiments against the British - was to their
credit, not by British design.

The construction of the Indian Railways is often pointed to by
apologists for empire as one of the ways in which British
colonialism benefited the subcontinent, ignoring the obvious
fact that many countries also built railways without having to
go to the trouble and expense of being colonised to do so. But
the facts are even more damning.

The railways were first conceived of by the East India Company,
like everything else in that firm's calculations, for its own
benefit. Governor General Lord Hardinge argued in 1843 that
the railways would be beneficial “to the commerce,
government and military control of the country”. In their very
conception and construction, the Indian railways were a
colonial scam. British shareholders made absurd amounts of
money by investing in the railways, where the government
guaranteed returns double those of government stocks, paid
entirely from Indian, and not British, taxes. It was a splendid
racket for Britons, at the expense of the Indian taxpayer.

The railways were intended principally to transport extracted
resources - coal, iron ore, cotton and so on - to ports for the
British to ship home to use in their factories. The movement of
people was incidental, except when it served colonial interests;
and the third-class compartments, with their wooden benches
and total absence of amenities, into which Indians were
herded, attracted horrified comment even at the time.

And, of course, racism reigned; though whites-only
compartments were soon done away with on grounds of
economic viability, Indians found the available affordable
space grossly inadequate for their numbers. (A marvellous
post-independence cartoon captured the situation perfectly:
it showed an overcrowded train, with people hanging off it,
clinging to the windows, squatting perilously on the roof, and
spilling out of their third-class compartments, while two Britons
in sola topis sit in an empty first-class compartment saying to
each other, “My dear chap, there's nobody on this train!”)

Nor were Indians employed in the railways. The prevailing view
was that the railways would have to be staffed almost
exclusively by Europeans to “protect investments”. This was
especially true of signalmen, and those who operated and
repaired the steam trains, but the policy was extended to the
absurd level that even in the early 20th century all the key
employees, from directors of the Railway Board to ticket-
collectors, were white men - whose salaries and benefits were
also paid at European, not Indian, levels and largely repatriated
back to England.

Racism combined with British economic interests to undermine
efficiency. The railway workshops in Jamalpur in Bengal and
Ajmer in Rajputana were established in 1862 to maintain the
trains, but their Indian mechanics became so adept that in 1878
they started designing and building their own locomotives.
Their success increasingly alarmed the British, since the Indian

locomotives were just as good, and a great deal cheaper, than
the British-made ones. In 1912, therefore, the British passed an
act of parliament explicitly making it impossible for Indian
workshops to design and manufacture locomotives. Between
1854 and 1947, India imported around 14,400 locomotives
from England, and another 3,000 from Canada, the US and
Germany, but made none in India after 1912. After
independence, 35 years later, the old technical knowledge was
so completely lost to India that the Indian Railways had to go
cap-in-hand to the British to guide them on setting up a
locomotive factory in India again. There was, however, a fitting
postscript to this saga. The principal technology consultants
for Britain's railways, the London-based Rendel, today rely
extensively on Indian technical expertise, provided to them by
Rites, a subsidiary of the Indian Railways.

The process of colonial rule in India meant economic
exploitation and ruin to millions, the destruction of thriving
industries, the systematic denial of opportunities to compete,
the elimination of indigenous institutions of governance, the
transformation of lifestyles and patterns of living that had
flourished since time immemorial, and the obliteration of the
most precious possessions of the colonised, their identities and
their self-respect. In 1600, when the East India Company was
established, Britain was producing just 1.8% of the world's GDP,
while India was generating some 23% (27% by 1700). By 1940,
after nearly two centuries of the Raj, Britain accounted for
nearly 10% of world GDP, while India had been reduced to a
poor “third-world" country, destitute and starving, a global
poster child of poverty and famine. The British left a society
with 16% literacy, a life expectancy of 27, practically no
domestic industry and over 90% living below what today we
would call the poverty line.

The India the British entered was a wealthy, thriving and
commercialising society: that was why the East India Company was
interested in it in the first place. Far from being backward or
underdeveloped, pre-colonial India exported high quality
manufactured goods much sought after by Britain's fashionable
society. The British elite wore Indian linen and silks, decorated their
homes with Indian chintz and decorative textiles, and craved Indian
spices and seasonings. In the 17th and 18th centuries, British
shopkeepers tried to pass off shoddy English-made textiles as
Indian in order to charge higher prices for them.

The story of India, at different phases of its several-thousand-year-
old civilisational history, is replete with great educational
institutions, magnificent cities ahead of any conurbations of their
time anywhere in the world, pioneering inventions, world-class
manufacturing and industry, and abundant prosperity - in short, all
the markers of successful modernity today - and there is no earthly
reason why this could not again have been the case, ifits resources
had not been drained away by the British.

If there were positive byproducts for Indians from the
institutions the British established and ran in India in their own
interests, they were never intended to benefit Indians. Today
Indians cannot live without the railways; the Indian authorities
have reversed British policies and they are used principally to
transport people, with freight bearing ever higher charges in
order to subsidise the passengers (exactly the opposite of
British practice).

This is why Britain's historical amnesia about the rapacity of its
rule in India is so deplorable. Recent years have seen the rise
of what the scholar Paul Gilroy called “postcolonial
melancholia’, the yearning for the glories of Empire, with a2014
YouGov poll finding 59% of respondents thought the British
empire was “something to be proud of’, and only 19% were
"ashamed” of its misdeeds.

All this is not intended to have any bearing on today’s Indo-
British relationship. That is now between two sovereign and
equal nations, not between an imperial overlord and
oppressed subjects; indeed, British prime minister Theresa May
recently visited India to seek investment in her post-Brexit
economy. As ['ve often argued, you don't need to seek revenge
upon history. History is its own revenge.
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Mini cab
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Had an accident
that wasn't your fault?

WE HAVE PCO LICENSED AND
INSURED REPLACEMENT
VEHICLES AVAILABLE
IMMEDIATELY:

PRESTIGE HAS A VEHICLE SUITABLE
FOR YOU WHETHER IT°S A VW
SHARAN, A ZAFIRA, A VECTRA OR A
MERCEDES BENZ SALOON
INCLUDING C, E AND S CLASS ALL
COME FULLY INSURED AND PCO
REGISTERED.

DON’'T DELAY CALL US NOW ON

PRESTIGE J» 02085231555
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Britain’s first nationwide
FREE Bengali newsweekly
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Had an acciden
Fault or non-fault?

Either way, let us help to get you back on the road
and you could receive a bonus payment of up to £500!

FIUT@MEC

VEHICLE MANAGEMENT
WWW. co.uk

We can manage
your whole claim
and this service
is FREE to you!

Vehicle recovery
and storage

Vehicle Repair or
total loss
Replacement vehicle
PCO licenced vehicles
For mini cabs
Personal injury
representation by
specialist No Win -
No Ffee solicitors

CALL US on
020 8983 2088
or 0845 838 1185

MADISON

OPENING OFFER

30 OFF

Ends 28" February 2017

s1mou

o w

Tel: 020 7247 0679 ‘ ...

51 Raven Row, London E1 2EG

www.madisonsteakandlobster.com Food Only.T & C Apply
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