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! Eastend Training is an exam centre for over
50 courses including ESOL, Maths and ICT.

To book your ESOL exam please call 02070961188

EASTEND TRAINING wiingvense:

Osmani centre

= ESOL A1, A2,B1 & B2

= Food Hygiene Level: 1,2,3,& 4
m Health & Safety Level 1,2,3 & 4

m Child Protection & First Aid

= Immigration Home Inspection Report

Free Life in the UK courses available
No pass no fee for trinity B1 courses

Terms and conditions apply.

M: 07539 31 6 742 ABDUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY

221 Whitechapel Road, (2nd Floor) London E1 1DE

Home of Lifelong Learning
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simplecall

Cheap
International
Calls

e No contract

e No hidden fees

e Keep your number
e View full call history
e Printed call statement on ©
e Setup Call-Direct for ea

e Share one account with

simplecall.com h @& AppStore P> Google Play
02035 /700 700 Do
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WEEKLY DESH

Britain’s first nationwide
FREE Bengali newsweekly
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FREE PARKING
AVAILABLE

Tel: 020 7247 0679
51 Raven Row, London E1 2EG
www.madisonsteakandlobster.com

Food Only.T & C Apply
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PO ORI FHPSI-

Plumber 24/7

Bathroom & Kitchen installation specialist

m Washing Machine No Fix No Fee, m All types of Boner
Repairs, m BTaps, Tanks, Cylinders, over flows m Drain
blockages, m Washing Machine, Freeze, Cooker, Freezer
m Electric, Plumbing, Heating, Gass Safty Checks

Mobile- 07957 148 101

Local engineer for you
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For LocAL PEOPLE

GREEN
VISION

‘ TRAINING

DISTANCE LEARNER

ONSITE

Green Vision TRAINING CENTRE, LONDOI

Q053 A (ATF FAGBre FARDE i foxiT
@GR GTHIT @ GTRT YGRS AT ACACR:

B1 (ISE 1) English courses for Private Hire Drivers
B1 English courses for British citizenship and ILR

A2 English courses for Spouse visa extension

Property Inspection Report for Immigration Purpose
Life in the UK Test Preparation & Training

Please Contact:

Tel: 0203 129 2648 | Mob: 07912 351 329 /07883 087 170

Email: info@gvec.co.uk | Web: www.gvec.co.uk
241A Whitechapel Road, 3rd Floor, Unit 2, (Above Ponchokhana Restuarant), London, E1 1DB

It

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING COURSES

® FOOD HYGIENE

©® HEALTH & SAFETY

® HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
® FIRSTAID

©® TEACHING ASSISTANT

® FIRE AWARENESS

® CUSTOMER SERVICE

® (SCS (Health & Safety for
construction industry)

©® REFRESHER COURSE

I Bt oo

LONDON
TRAINING
CENTRE

Business Development Centre, UNIT 7
Call: 020 7377 5966 | 07961 064 965 7.5 Greatorex Street, London E1 5NF

info@londontrainingcentre.com | www.londontrainingcentre.com

(® Highfield nefe. »"< ASDAN

[ ——

j%;rs _

DELIVERING

THE BEST §
FOR LESS

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

® HOME INSPECTION REPORT FOR
IMMIGRATION PURPOSES

® FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

® GRANT/FUND MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANCY AND APPLICATION
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INAUGURATION CEREMONY & CULTURAL PROGRAMME 2017

You are cordially invited to attend the Committee Inauguration Ceremony & Dinner of Beanibazar Upozila Progoti
Education Trust (UK). This will be attended by many media personals, businessmen and other community activists.

Monday 17th April 2017
5:30pm

Royal Regency Banqueting Hall
501 High Street North, Manor Park
London E12 6TH

RSV.P

Habibur Rahman Moyna
Mohammed Samim Ahmed

Moynul Hoque

- President

- Treasurer

- General Secretary

BEANIBAZAR UPOIZILA PROGOTI

EDUCATION TRUST (UK)

07931 455 592
07949 882 527
07411 966 416

W-F{ive widedl st

www.bupet.co.uk
info@bupet.co.uk
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¢ Accounts for LTD Company
» Restaurants & Take Away

¢ Cab Drivers & Small Shops
¢ Buillders & Plumbers

» VAT

¢ Payrall

¢ Company Formations

* Business Plan
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ACCOUNTANTS
Our Popular Services 07428 247 365
: T 02034117843

69 Vallance Road
London E1 5BS

Rie Aiil Hyal Pt arman
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Direct Line: 07528 118 118
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Kowaj Jewellers

et Gobd Spaciadisg

CWW

719 SO (LIS Q0T (TS AT Tl welre
&ﬁwoﬁmlﬁmmmwwmw
AW TTIE @[ M =IP1CR |

TR ARCHE AT G2 (@R & |

Kowaj Ali Khan
Owner of Kowaj Jewellers

We are registered licence

E: Info@tajaccountants.co.uk = : 4
halder in public practice

¢ Tax Return .
W www tajaccountants.co.uk

310 Bethnal Green Rd, London E2 0AG
Tel: 0207729 2277

FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY
'E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!!

Paying (oo M1110 1 Kl "9 Payment+ paper work + certificate +
e Main insurance co - & 4,

Example, STWI73 WS FTHAR broker- <& 1Y 7 | WIHET FefE TEAR

8/t 7= No Claim Bonus + Insurance payment amount (¥7% up-to

L R R RS Ll 3/ e T T10H Direct Debit -7 TR

FW 4T insurance Fay i <1 |

Your insurance will be updated in MID
(Motor Insurance Dalabase) www.askmid.com

Serving for last 8 years  (We do not help CAB/TRADE Insurance)

TO GET A QUOTE Please Call (Mon-Sat 9am-8pm)

Mr. Ali : 07950 417 360 (T-Mobile), Tel: 02081 230 430, Fax: 02078 060 776
Email: cheapguote@hotmail.co.uk, Suite 10, 219 Bow Road, Landon E3 25.J
www . facebook.com/edcheapcarinsurancabroker
www.siles.google.com/sitefe3cheapcarinsurancebroker
(Please find us in you tube and Google by typeing (a3 cheap car insurance broker)

A $20-380 ATES el (RAIA IR
G FIE T O WA AT
T 39-0¢ T6S 495 Fa0e |

@ IMRAN TRAVELS 7%

Established Agent serving the community since 1996

q We are
Appougad Agent We are approved open 7 days
Umrah agent by the a week

Ministry of Hajj

bangladesh m Umrah fare from £330 | gER Ty
Direct Sylhet from £390+Tax | ll Complete package travel
From January 2017 from £595

(Minimum 4 person, 5 nights)

T: 0207 375 0800
M: 07984 959 885
07828 235 600

273A Whitechapel Road, Londopn E1 1BY
www.imrantravels.co.uk, E: imrantravels@hotmail.com

QATAR

ATRWAYS dab=il

Dhaka return from £475

Terms & Conditions apply SpeC|aI|St
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FOR FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

. go
mrprinters

digital = design e print * promotional items
QUALITY PRINTING AT TRADE PRICES SINCE 1991

Our excellent customer service and high quality printing make us the most
reliable printing partner for all the projects you need done.

SPECIAL OFFERS

Roller Banners Ek—z 50,000 A4 Menus
. £3q o .. £600
* G ¢ e & R -+ 3 T T Wi SARUSA Withos't:\nd & Carry Case. 2.'-'.-.«“"' Prin:::m colour on 130gsm gloss.
o ?Tf@ﬂ?l W & A W‘N APPLICATIONS V'AT'& design extra. E :"— Excludes design and delivery
- TS 8 (BT T APPEALS, JUDICIAL REVIEW Hmited perod onl 7
AT TIe Few Ry i:slé;ETTLEMF'\gc: %%N% - 5000 A5 Leaflets ?i
+ LITIGATION fom €O =
Printed full colour, single side on ‘-';'._':1
UL
& %C‘M @I"nﬁ\'ﬂmf%ﬁm ~Company, Commercial, Gzt faiv vibvant bi
4 qoITTE @ =71+ Civil Cases Q v - J +
Z W W—l;wcw WMOtOI’ing &EOthFer criminal Cases > @ Concepts ® Menus ® Brochures > lo':stPe?o o
o g an 4 e, MARIERE &l‘l‘?ﬁf © - @ Corporate ID ® Stationary @ Calendars m © Vinyl Banners
StatUtory Declarations E @ |llustration E ® Flyers @ NCR Bill Books _n © Pull-up Banners
asnntecves nons, ovoon 1105 KT — B Bl
TEL: 020 7247 8458 U ® Web n ® Folders ® Books v © A Boards

Email: info@westminsterchambers.com

www. westminsterchambers.com

Mobile: 077 1347 1905

020 8507 3000 | info@mrprinters.co.uk | www.mrprinters.co.uk

07958 766 448 | Unit 4, 24 Thames Road, Barking, Essex 1G11 OHZ
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Child £5.99 with soft drink

80 T 2lI3TeH FWOR Yoo 5
For Party Booking: 020 7377 6112

245-247, Whitechapel Road
London E1 1DB

"WE BOOK UMRAH
FULL PACKAGE

TICKET ® HOTEL 3-5 STARS® VISA ® TRANSPORT
EXPERIENCED MUALLIM TOUR GUIDE AROUND MECCA AND MADINA

ZAM ZAM TRAVELS

MONEY TRANSFER AND CARGO
388 GREEN STREET, LONDON, E13 9AP

& B

¢ 0208470 1155

(X zamzamtravelsuk@gmail.com
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TOWER HAMLETS
COUNCIL

PROUDLY PRESENTS

BOISHAKHI

SUNDAY |14 MAY

WEAVERS FIELDS

TOWER HAMLETS, E2 6HD
THE HEART OF BANGLATOWN
I12PM TO 7PM

MILES
RINKU
BOLLY FLEX

The UK's largest Bangladeshi New Year Celebration!

Don't miss the spectacular Mela Procession
starting from Buxton Street, off Brick Lane, at 11am.

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/mela

n. Y

CATERING & EVENTS MANAGEMENT
o e e e ?
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s .
Irvitation Cards

BRANCHES:

Indian Ocean Chingford Ltd

s R R I 0 A |

ﬂ"“"'* =-'I' '
Contact:

Sayed J Miah (Jay): 07960 950 612
M. E Hossain: 07792 675 520

Cwu-rused nn;nlm

Indian Ocean Romford Lid

020 8531 3835 = 0208531 1115 01708 738 500 = 01708 739 129

Indian Ocean Chingford § »

§ # m Indian Ocean Romford




WEEKLY DESH ~ 14 - 20 APRIL 2017 | 12

W WWW.WEEKLYDESH.CO.UK |

. TeAres ey RawE
j«ﬂwaﬁﬁw

Yearey Moy Raaf em 37w, IRem, W21 fwws e aree fml, o,
qy sy i s s WWWWW ©Y ¢ NI e TS wmﬁmmﬁ’r CWW
AR ¢ v Wy (R wme oifm e T, - Wwwﬁww s v S 2ifim A,

sMEAB 72

fa Kl

o TIE OATTE T
e @3 T R et

Wm—rﬁmm AR

YOHR| | Tpd I AW

TR, TG TS (T8 GG

TAME! I ST (AR | R-FRORE (W AWe
Raafa gearey 1= Toivfe FGE (RO, AICN el
a @ TfTF @ AT FTHATE s m #Iiwe i, 7=
TR G SR ¢ #j<fier G AR FersIct R eI
S TG | wifE, wewifes @
geaey  Raafr Tz-ned e e @, weifis
TS CIfeTs SR T e ImsE e o
@ e 9T (N AP ATTNGEN ASTA T (2 A S e TR
(A T WA @< T e @ il S 2 | e e, STz-orT R
AT R o e IR ffa e zem- AR G (A, SRR
fopr i wRed 3838 BieNE YRR Regi TEE S e, e - gEre R, e
T IR RO o A e 38 AR, iy e srosreiafe, - wifer =i, GTis = GBI,
wIfCaTE | WEHIE IE W @W"W W%WWW,W WW, (118 SACAE OIEfer,
@ Boew o foee fegfere. wwe ) I I, s TR 4, Gl IR 3T T, Tl S
TR IR, (A (I TG I T R GG SR iy Gferm, Wi iy, A B, W g, Wifess Bz

T4 g S| SR T G R Ty st e e, s e ST

@3 RO [0S Ol AON SIS | WS e TG | AW ﬁm?%[ @G, TR ki ,WW

I@E v wEE e TS R S SR 7, T, ol FegE o

AN Tg T=AE 71O e TR o5, (2 o Ao FHmE wfered qRNe Qe fagd a3, Gl REme ot %12, G TN @ SR
AW, ol BRE Em TS e SR, WE-Grel  Sfed |

(MR, @EITT SR A,
TREEgE e SR, wew
Lo e ek
AR-AEF THME AT SReW,
2B S AW SN2, SN2
R TS e Afed, 37
s ™ms 7 (8 geam,

' STiifEs WEEKLY DESH

STST SFICH SCATTRT
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® SYSTEM TO COMBI BOILER CONVERTION a
= m BOILER SERVICE & NEW INSTALLATION
< o e Money Transfer ¢ Courier Service u CENTRAL HEATING POWER FLASHING /s ¢ -
o Travels o Carg Open u LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE ¢ Sd afe
Hotline: 0207 790 1234 (PBX) 4 dayi s ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING WORK . 534 0r
Direct: 0207 702 7460 1a0::f8em = COOKER SERVICE & INSTALLATION
P s REFURBISH THE WHOLE HOUSE . Mob 07863 289758
CHEAP AIR TICKETS FOR SERVICES UNIT 21-THE WHITECHAPEL CENTRE ! E_rr"na_'t','u“ding

CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS
HAJJ & HOLIDAY PACKAGES

LOW COST FLIGHTS TO ANY CITY
AROUND THE WORLD

WORLDWIDE CARGO SERVICE

WE CAN HELP WITH: Passport - No
Visa - Renewal Matters
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B Worldwide Money Transfer
M Bureau De Exchange

We buy & sell
BDTaka, USD, Euro

313-319 COMMERCIAL ROAD 5131 @ PR
JIETTCIR @ (I G S

LONDON E1 2PS, F: 0207 790 3063
E: kushiaratravel@hotmail.com WW A ’“Tﬁ‘ ?{%ﬁm
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Good News: We arrange Marriage Certificate & Divoree Certificate
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MONEY TO
BANGLADESH =&
EVERY DAY 10AM TO 8PM

‘Iﬂ 1:;:._,'.._ P 4 i techapel

131 Whitechapel Road

London E1 1DT, 020 7247 2119
(Dposite Exst Landon Maosjid)

= e P 01 Prk
425 High St North Manor Park

London E12 6TL, 020 8552 6067
(Oposite Baltur Rahman Masjid)
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Mob: 07960 255 209 (WD: 10-13)
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Mob: 07940 782 876
Help for Shamsul

Account number: 5818001005657

Sonali Bank, Shahbazpur Branch
Moulvibazar, Bangladesh

0O F f

% CITISIDE

LANDLORDS WANTED

FEATURES:

m 2-5 YEARS LEASING m 0% COMMISSION

m GUARANTEED RENT m NO MANAGEMENT FEES
m FREE VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY

FOR A HASSLE FREE PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT GIVE US A CALL.

CONTACT PERSON: RUZMILA HAQUE, ASSTMANAGER

CITISIDE PROPERTIES

220-222 BOW COMMON LANE, E3 4HH

PH: 07539 519 039, OFFICE: 02089814833 / 0203719948
EMAIL: ruz.mila22@gmail.com,
info@citisideproperties.co.uk
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Rent: £550/month, Contacj[:m IR
Including bill Mr. Islam 07828 186 616
07985 999 758 (WD: 13-14)
CIET G
GFT TSN @
aFes % oI
Teeal feofere
T | LRI
HARIS BUILDERS | |7 - o
RIGIRSIICEEO)]
N «v Zifs St TS Z(A |
Mob : 07946 028 893 S
m Extension ® Plumbing = Tiling
m Loft Conversions. e 020 7377 6112
= Kitchen Fittings v # 107984 784 130
= Major Redecorating Vi i
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Dr. Ahmed Hossain
MA, D.Hom(England)

Dr. Mizanur Rahman
MSc, DHMS, D.Hom, MD(AM)PhD

Chairman
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK

Secretary
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK

271a Whitechapel Road
(2nd Floor, Room G)
London E1 1BY

www.homoeoherbal.co.uk

Tel : 020 3372 5424
Mob : 07723 706 996
Email : homoeoherbal@yahoo.co.uk

AT : CTINAIA (ATF *fN FAFIE D351 (A AHyT 961 7@ |
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TOWER HAMLETS CARERS ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2017 - 2019

: NZ
y 1
Zaglul Khan A KM Helal Md. Sofor Uddin
President General Secretary Treasure

-y

s y E =3 o .
Altafur Rahman (Mashuk) Feroz Ahmed Anwara Begum Fazlur Rahman Mohammed Abdus Shukur ~ Sheikh Siddique Md. Shadidul Islam
Vice President Vice President Vice President Vice President Vice President Assistant Secretary Assistant Secretary
.
. ' &

A : | o
Didar Ahmed Chowdhury . Syed Zahid Hasan Forida Rahman kir Hussain Tufayel Ahmed Sorforaz Khan

Assistant Secretary Assistant Secretary Assistant Treasure Assistant Treasure ~ Organizing Secretary ~ Assist Organizing Secretary ~ Media Secretary

_ Shahab Uddin Md H_asnl Haque Delwar Hussain Sultana Begum Jobrul Hussain Syed Abdul Mostofa Samira Quraishi
Assist Media Secretary  Office Secretary  Assist Office Secretary  Education & Welfare Secret ~ Assist Education & Culture Secretary Assist Culture Secretary
Welfare Sec

TOWER HAMLETS
CARERS ASSOCIATION

Mohammed Nurul Alam ~ Muhammed Shahid ~ Mazadul Hoque (Titu) Bashir Ahmad Chiudhury
Legal Secretary Assist Legal Secretary Sports Secretary Assist Sports Secretary

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

-

ar
 =—y

, A

Nurun Nabi Anamul Haque Amdadul Hoque Md. Sanaul Alam Mrs. Ruhena Musaddique
Chowdhury Shikdar Chowdhury Begum Ahmed

A

Sayed Oli Sulaman Ahmed
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Aspiring artist and business
student Syed Jamanoor

Islam, 20, stabbed to death
in Mile End

This is the first picture of an aspiring artist and business student who was
stabbed to death yards from his home in East London.
Syed Jamanoor Islam, 20, died after being set upon by a group of men in
Wager Street, near Mile End, at around 5.30pm on Tuesday.
He was with two friends who got into an argument with another group
before he was attacked.
Mr Islam's family think he was in 'the wrong place at the wrong time' and
while his friends fled, he was beaten with a baseball bat and then stabbed
in the side.
Mr Islam was killed in the close-nit Wager Street estate which remained
under lockdown this morning as detectives scoured the car park for clues.
A blood stain remained on the tarmac as police investigated today.
Family members and neighbours ran out to help the young man as he lay
in the road, witnesses said.
One witness told the Standard people were desperately trying to give the
victim mouth-to-mouth in a bid to save his life before emergency services
arrived on the scene.
He said: "Many people were trying to help, shouting and crying."
Another neighbour said: "All we heard was a lot of screaming and then a
car sped off with tyres screeching.”
Footage published on social media showed a group of residents and
distressed family members desperately trying to help the stricken man as
he lay on the ground beside a car.
Mr Islam's death comes after 19-year-old Abdullahi Tarabi was stabbed to
death in Northolt an hour earlier at 3.30pm on Tuesday.
Another young man was killed in Plumstead on Monday afternoon.
A Met Police spokesman said: "Police were called at 16:46hrs on Tuesday,
11 April to Wager Street, E3, to reports of a stabbing.
"Officers and the London Ambulance Service attended and found a 20-year-
old man suffering from stab wounds.
"He was taken to an east London hospital where he was pronounced dead
just after 17:30hrs."
Detective chief inspector Tony Lynes said:DCl Lynes said: "We are keen to
speak to anyone who was in the area at that time and might have seen what
happened or who has any information about the circumstances."

e

(ouncil failing to meet ‘basic social
work standards’, finds Ofsted

Poor practice from  senior
management down led to
“widespread and serious” failings in
Tower Hamlets council’s children’s
services, Ofsted has found.
Inspectors rated the council’s
services as ‘inadequate’ after
finding leaders, including the chief
executive, directors of children’s
services and elected members,
were “unaware” that children were
being left in harmful situations.
Action was only taken after issues
were flagged up by inspectors,
Ofsted’s report said.

“Senior leaders have not been
effective in challenging the
entrenched culture of non-
compliance with basic social work
standards,” the report said.

“The local authority as a whole has
failed to ensure professional
accountability and, as a result, too
many children have remained in
neglectful and abusive situations
for too long.”

Inspectors found that performance
management systems were in place
but were unreliable as social workers
and managers did not update
electronic records and produced
assessments and plans of poor
quality.  Problems had been
exacerbated by staff turnover, which
in the assessment and intervention
team had reached 30% in 2016.
‘Significant decline’

Tower Hamlets’ last Ofsted
inspection of safeguarding and
looked after children’s services, in
July 2012, judged services to be
good with some outstanding
features. Political and managerial
change in the borough had
contributed to a “significantly
decline” since, inspectors found.
After mayor Luftur Rahman was
removed from office in 2015
following corruption charges,
Tower Hamlets was placed in the
hands of government-appointed
commissioners, with full powers
only being restored to the council
in March this year.

Thresholds for intervention were
found to be applied inconsistently
“at all levels” and weaknesses in
case  recording made it
“impossible” to understand how
critical decisions about children’s
lives had been made.

More than 25 cases were identified

atinspection in which the needs of
children in need of help and

protection had not been
recognised or properly assessed. As
well as poor documentation, the
Ofsted report noted that child
protection conference chairs lacked
oversight and did not always
challenge  situations  when
necessary.

A culture of “drift and delay” left
children waiting to receive the help
they needed, meaning family
relationships declined and in some
cases put young people at risk of
being drawn into gang activity, a
significant issue in the borough,
inspectors found.

‘Lack of understanding’

Afurther area of concern picked up
on by Ofsted was around private
fostering arrangements, where
they identified a “lack of
understanding”. Inspectors
highlighted failures to consider
whether children had been
trafficked, or abandoned by their
parents. In most cases basic

safeguarding checks had not been
carried out.

Tower Hamlets' local safeguarding
children board (LSCB) was also
rated as inadequate, on the basis
that it was not fulfilling its statutory
functions because of a lack of
oversight of frontline practice.
However, inspectors noted that,
following an independent review
commissioned in 2016, a new chair
had been appointed and was
“effectively refocusing the board’s
priorities by increased scrutiny”.
Another qualified positive picked
up during the inspection was
around multi-agency working.
While too many children living in
violent families were still receiving
insufficient support, inspectors
found that MARAC meetings were
well attended with  “timely
reporting on actions”. Ofsted
inspectors also singled out for
praise social workers' “creative and
sensitive work” to protect children
from violent extremism.

Tower Hamlets' services for looked-

after children were judged 'requires
improvement’. While inspectors
found room  for  greater
consistency, they noted that most
children live within 20 miles of
home in stable placements that
meet their cultural, ethnic and
religious needs. “The fostering
service is actively recruiting new
carers, and it supports carers well,”
the Ofsted report said. “Care
proceedings are effective for most
children in progressing plans for
permanence.”

‘Immediate action required’

Ofsted said Tower Hamlets should
take immediate action so that
“work with children and families is
compliant with basic practice
standards, and that poor practice is
challenged across all service areas.”
The watchdog stated that steps
must be taken by the borough to
ensure thresholds are applied
consistently, children in need of
statutory assistance receive it, and
assessments and plans are
completed to a better standard.
Implementing a workforce strategy
to improve stability and meet
training needs was also highlighted
as a priority.

Ofsted noted that leaders at Tower
Hamlets council had accepted the
inspection findings in full and were
“determined” to improve outcomes
for children.

“Senior politicians and local
authority leaders gave assurances
thatimmediate action will be taken
to protect children,” inspectors
said.

Will Tuckley, Tower Hamlets' chief
executive, said the authority would
be “making it an absolute priority
to improve the service, working
alongside Ofsted”.

He said: “As time has gone on, we
have found more and more
problems with the service and,
while we have made
improvements, they have been not
been fast or comprehensive
enough.

“The  Ofsted  report  has
demonstrated the full scale of work
that is needed. We are creating an
improvement plan with Ofsted that
will meet, and in many cases
exceed, their recommendations. It
will complement our existing work
to improve the service.”
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For people ke me and Saffiyah Khan, our very presence s
protest - that's what Pepsi failed to understand

A photograph of Saffiyah Khan staring - or
rather

smiling - down an English Defence League
protester in Birmingham city centre went
viral this week. This seemingly small
moment has been hailed as an important
symbol of defiance in a world which feels
increasingly fuelled by hate.

Many have praised Khan's decorum,
admiring how she managed to remain
composed in the face of xenophobia. Her
condescending smile is in stark contrast to
the face of the EDL protester she’s facing,
whose features appear contorted into a
grimace of rage, his eyes narrowed. The
world seemed to marvel that Khan might
be the calmer of the two, when it was she
who should have felt the most threatened.
What Khan showed us in her stance was
that for her, existence was a protest. In
simply standing and smiling she was
undermining the authority of those who
wished her to cower, to recede, and to
leave her city and home.

This is particularly significant just a few days

after the release of the now infamous
protest-oriented Pepsi ad, which was pulled
after being accused of undermining and
trivialising the act of protest. In it, Kendall
Jenner - a rich white celebrity - handed a
policeman a can of Pepsi as a peace
offering, while an assortment of young

people held generic “Peace” and “Join The
Conversation” signs in the background. You
couldn't have presented a more sanitised
idea of protest if you tried.

By comparison, the picture of Khan - a
depiction of authentic insubordination,
genuine motivation, and bravery in the face

of a very real threat - seemed to get to the
heart of the issue.

It was an important reminder that while
people can and should fight for causes that
are not their own, their protest ends when
they put down the sign and stop shouting
the motto.

But, for people who are the subject of
prejudice, their protest continues. For some
people, simply walking down the streetis a
challenging act. Khan's expression told the
story of a woman who was used to her very
presence being provocative.

| saw this photo for the first time last night,
and it couldn’t have come at a better time.
On my way home that evening, | had been
aggressively shouted at by a stranger: “Do
you have a passport?”

Just to clarify: | wasn't about to board a
flight; | was at a tube station. This was not a
genuine enquiry, but rather the product of
someone’s anger at my being in London, in
England, on what they saw as their turf.

| was surprised, not only because this had
never happened to me before, but also

because | wasn't doing anything. | wasn't
vocally challenging the status quo, or
marching against white supremacy; | was
just standing and waiting. | have
encountered racial abuse online before,
mainly for writing things people didn't like,
but this was a first for me. It was a reminder
that my race wasn't something | could take
off, like a political T-shirt.

When | got home from this unsettling
encounter, more shaken than | wanted to
admit to myself, | saw the picture of Saffiyah
Khan. It reminded me of the reality of the
perpetual protest.

People must, of course, rally for the left, and
vocally counter the far right. We should all
shout and storm in much-needed forms of
organised protest. Not all insurgence
should be done with a smile.

But for the people who are the targets of
prejudice there is a vital, and non-optional,
passive counterpart to active rebellion. For
these people, the unavoidable acts of
simply carrying on and being themselves
are a form of protest in societies that find
their presence challenging.

'Leader shortage' means 51,000

Aung San Suu Kyi denies
ethnic cleansing of Rohingya

Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi has denied
security forces carried out ethnic cleansing of the
country's Rohingya Muslims, despite the UN and
human rights groups saying a crackdown by the
army may amount to crimes against humanity.
Tens of thousands of people have fled Myanmar's
Rakhine state since the military began a security
operation last October in response to what it says
was an attack by Rohingya armed men on border
posts, in which nine police officers were killed.

A UN report in February said the army's campaign
targeting the Rohingya involved mass killings, gang
rapes and the burning down of villages, likely
amounting to crimes against humanity and ethnic
cleansing.

In neighbouring Bangladesh, where more than
75,000 Rohingya have fled to escape the crackdown,
people have recounted grisly accounts of
horrendous army abuse, including soldiers allegedly
executing an eight-month-old baby while his
mother was gang-raped by five security officers.
"What kind of hatred could make a man stab a baby
crying out for his mother's milk," UN rights chief
Zeid Raad al-Hussein said in a statement at the time.
"What kind of 'clearance operation' is this? What
national security goals could possibly be served by
this?"

‘Too strong an expression'

Aung San Suu Kyi, a Nobel Laureate whose
international star as a rights defender is waning over
the treatment of the Rohingya, has not condemned
the crackdown, and has not spoken out in defence

of the persecuted minority.

Instead, she has called for space to handle the issue
in a country where the more than one million
Rohingya are not recognised as an ethnic minority
and widely vilified as "illegal" immigrants from
Bangladesh - even though many have lived in
Buddhist-majority Myanmar for generations.

In a rare interview with the BBC televised on
Wednesday, Aung San Suu Kyi said ethnic cleansing
was "too strong" a term to describe the situation in
Rakhine.

"I don't think there is ethnic cleansing going on," she
said.

"I think ethnic cleansing is too strong an expression
to use for what is happening."

Aung San Suu Kyi also told the BBC there was "a lot
of hostility" in Rakhine.

"It is Muslims killing Muslims, as well, if they think

they are collaborating with authorities.

"It is not just a matter of ethnic cleansing. It is a
matter of people on different sides of a divide, and
this divide we are trying to close up. As best as
possible and not to widen it further," she said.
Myanmar has launched its own probe into possible
crimes in Rakhine and appointed former UN chief
Kofi Annan to head a commission tasked with
healing long-simmering  divisions between
Buddhists and Muslims.

Last month, the UN rights council agreed to send a
fact-finding mission to examine the allegations of
torture, murder and rape committed by troops.
Aung San Suu Kyi said the army was "not free to
rape, pillage and torture".

"They are free to go in and fight. And of course, that
is in the constitution ... Military matters are to be left
to the army," she said, adding that she aimed to
amend the constitution which allows the military
total control of defence.

In the interview, Aung San Suu Kyi also tried to
reassure those who fled that "if they come back they
will be safe".

Her National League for Democracy (NLD) faced the
ballot box on Saturday in by-elections across the
country, winning a string of seats but losing out in
ethnic minority areas including Rakhine.

The NLD came to power in a historic 2015 election
which ended half a century of brutal military rule,
but there has been disillusionment with the

administration as it struggles to push through
*an all-time high, people are

reforms and ease unrest.

children wait to join Scouts

There are 51,000 children on a
waiting list to become Scouts,
Beavers, Cubs or Explorers, according
to the organisation behind the
movement.

The Scout Association, which is open to
girls and boys between six and 18,
blamed a shortage of volunteer leaders.
It said record numbers of adults were
members but that volunteers had
limited amounts of time.

Chief Scout Bear Grylls said it was a
"challenge" to recruit more people.
"We've got 51,000 young people
wanting to join and benefit from
what scouting offers," he said.
"Volunteering changes us all for the
better. Please join me."

There are 457,000 Scouts, including
Beavers (aged six to eight), Cubs
(eight to 10), Scouts (10 to 14) and
Explorers (14 to 18).

Although 154,000 adults currently
volunteer, which the Scouts said was

committing less time than before.
About 17,000 more volunteers are
needed, the Scout Association said.
Leaders are at their scarcest in Surrey,
Devon and Merseyside.

Hannah Kentish, 24, from Greenwich,
in south-east London, has been a
volunteer with the scouts for six years
at a Cub pack in Erith and a Scout
group in Welling.

"When | joined the Scouts, my
confidence grew massively. | was
selective mute and not comfortable
in groups of people my own age. But
my confidence grew and | wanted to
give that confidence to others who
were also shy.

"'ve always found volunteering
flexible. I began at 18 doing a couple
of hours every Monday after school.
While at university, | only really
helped during the holidays, and
would go to camps. Afterwards while
I was finding my feet in a new job, |
volunteered about once a month.
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Muslim student who has dedicated
ife to fighting religious extremism
from returning to US

is hanne

For Zia Shah, being awarded a
Fulbright scholarship to study at the
University of Chicago was a dream
come true. But having given up his
job educating Pakistani
schoolchildren  about  religious
tolerance, and after just one term of
studies in the US, that dream was
snatched away.

Zia was enrolled at Chicago at the
start of this academic year, and
returned home to visit his proud
parents during the winter holidays.
On 4 January, he made his way to the
airport in his home town of Karachi,
only to find he'd been prohibited
from flying back to the United States
to continue his course.

Airport staff said they had received a
“confidential email” from the US
which blocked him from returning to
continue his religious studies degree
- which was being sponsored by the
American government.

“At that moment | was in disbelief,”
Shah tells The Independent. ‘I
thought all my efforts had gone to
waste, and everything was falling
apart. This couldn't be real.”

Shah is not the type of person you
expect to see on a watch list: a 25-
year-old student with ambitions of
teaching children about the
peacefulness of divinity.

In 2014 he was given funding from
the United States Agency for
International Development (Usaid) to
set up Rawvish, a social enterprise that
runs workshops for young students
on different faiths and beliefs.

‘| found my own understanding of
other religions and cultures became
more tolerant when | actually spoke
to other people,” he says.

“Our work is aimed at enabling
human connections so negative
stereotypes can be addressed and
peace can prevail between Pakistan
and and other countries - like our
neighbours India.”

A Muslim himself, Shah was
compelled to establish Ravvish to
combat the faith-driven turmoil that
continues to engulf his country.

From historic tensions with India, to
the threats of the radical Taliban, and
widespread attacks on Shia Muslims
- which saw his own uncle shot and
killed in 2010 - Shah saw that
something needed to be done. And
so he set out to tackle the problem at
a grass-roots level.

“We started going into schools, and
rolling out our curriculum. Part of that
was connecting students with people
from India, China, Japan, US, Germany

and others,” he says.

“| think this personal connection is
important for people to understand
that it's okay for your personal beliefs
to be different.”

To defy an ongoing “extremist
mindset” that Shah says s
encouraged in certain faith schools,
he seeks to combat - through
education - the very people and the
ideals that inspire terrorism.

In just over two years, his
organisation has taught more than
1,000 children, holding workshops
across the country.

Rawvish  has also attracted
international attention, with the
World  Bank  overseeing  the
curriculum, and a student from
University College London (UCL)
visiting to monitor the progress of his
efforts.

According to the UCL student’s
research, children were found to be
more empathic and willing to interact
with people from other religions once
they had completed one of these
sessions.

"We found that students were able to
talk about their religion more openly
without feeling that they would be
attacked or harassed,” Shah says.

“It was an amazing feeling, to have an
idea you've always wanted to do and
suddenly people were helping you out
and making some impact. It's the best
thing I've ever done.”

In order to develop his organisation
further - now 30-people strong and
building their own international
partnerships - in 2015 Shah applied for
a scholarship with the US-funded
Fulbright programme.

He was then accepted to study at the
University of Chicago on an Islamic
Studies course, which he says was a
huge step, but also one off the beaten
track for a Pakistani.

“All the people I looked up to were now
my tutors,” he says. “It was like a dream
come true. And | did everything against
the mainstream. You just don't see
Pakistani students studying at a divinity
school.”

This unexpected travel block was a
shock not just to local friends and family.
Teachers and fellow students in Chicago
said they felt it was unnecessary. Some
have already set up a social media
campaign, using the hashtag
#JusticeForZia.

"Zia is a gem,” says Yousef Casewit, a
lecturer who taught Zia in his first
semester. | was looking forward to his
participation in my classes this quarter.”
"He developed educational curricula to
promote religious peace. The irony of
being denied entry into the USA is
flabbergasting.”

Though Shah was horrified to be turned
away from the airport check-in desk on
his return, he was also stopped at US
customs when travelling back to
Pakistan at the very beginning of the
same holiday.

“I'd only imagined this happened in the
movies,” he says. “We've all heard stories
of people being detained for no
reason.”

He says he had a hunch that
something didn't seem right, despite
the officers being friendly and
inquisitive in their approach, and
claiming they were “only doing
cultural outreach”.

After three months, Shah still has had
no explanation as to why he’s been
forbidden  from  returning to
complete his course in Chicago.
Numerous trips to the US embassy in
Karachi have proved unsuccessful. Staff
here gave him hope of a swift answer,
but even after handing over his passport
and reapplying for the same visa, there
has been no breakthrough.

Despite the notoriety of an immigration

ban sought by the
administration - the proposals for which
have included seven Muslim-majority

Obama'’s time in office.
If there is one positive thing to come out
of this situation, Shah wishes that US

"Everyone wants their country to be
safe, and everyone has the right to
ensure the safety of their citizens," he
says.

informed  about people they're
stopping. | just feel like they don't know
me at all. If they had known me a little,

me.”

Shah says he is urging his Pakistani
friends in the US not to think about

returning home now until they've :

finished their degree, out of fear they ; Official figures reveal that 770

i students with three grade As or

may face similar complications.
Despite the lack of cooperation from the
US government, both the University of

options open. If his visa is suddenly
approved, Shah still has the option of
returning to his studies in September.

have also written to US authorities in
Pakistan in an attempt to get a definitive
answer on his status.

whole life is on the line, and it's just a
random document that nobody has
taken notice of."

powerless, as he waits in limbo. When
he moved to the US, he left Rawvish in
the hands of fellow volunteers in

Lahore, across the other side of the { into UK universities.

i Yet almost 6,000 foreign doctors

country.

Without the funds to retum to running
the organisation, he is staying with
family in Karachi indefinitely. In the

schools for children who can't afford
education.

such an unprecedented career path.
“Now I'm questioning myself, you
know? Maybe it was better for me to

have taken a proper job, and be like best A-level students are being
every other person. It really hurt my 44 they cannot train as doctors

self-esteem.
“| keep waking up and | would just

hope | was waking up in Chicago : not training enough doctors and

instead of Karachi, and someone  the oneswe are are leaving the

NHS in their droves.
abad dream’. But it's not going away. :

would be like ‘oh sorry, that was just

) according to
Shah says he now feels both aimless and © applications body UCAS.

Almost 800 straight-A British
students are being denied a
place at medical school

Almost 800 straight-A British

students are being denied a place

at medical school despite a

'crippling’ national shortage of

medics that has forced the NHS
Trump :

to recruit 6,000 foreign doctors
Last year 770 students with

: ; 71 excellentgr were rej
countries - this all occurred during : excele t grades were rejected by
¢ medical schools

i Asa result some of the brightest

British students are having to

border and customs would “do their : train abroad

research” before choosing who to block. Thousands of foreign doctors

hired despite being more likely to
be struck off for blunders

Hundreds of straight-A British

i students are being denied the

“But | feel like they need to be more chance t.o tralln as dpct,c)rs n the
UK despite a ‘crippling’ national

shortage of medics in the NHS.

i Top-performing teenagers are

they probably wouldn't have stopped bei.ng 2
i universities

shunned by leading
while the NHS
continues to recruit thousands of
foreign doctors to plug a staffing
crisis.

higher at A-level were rejected by
medical schools last year due toa

Chicago and the Fulbright programme :osntter;versml Government quota
have done what they can to keep y )

The Government says it takes
£230,000 to fully train each

i doctor in the UK because of the

Representatives from the university higher costs of delivering medical

education, and critics claim the
number of places available at
universities is capped to save

. . . i taxpayers' money.
“| just feel nobody is looking into the : .

p R i That means one in five of
case,” he says. “This is my career. My :

straight-A students failed in their
application to study at a British
medical school last vyear,
university

As a result, some of the brightest
British students are having to
train abroad after failing to get

were hired in the UK last year,
despite the fact overseas staff are

) . . .+ fourtimes more likely to be struck
meantime, he's helping out with i "

. : .. i off for blunders than British
another project that involves workingin

counterparts.

A House of Lords NHS

“The most irritating thing for me is that iisgilcvzt:::z incg?im}l\tltéec:ri tliiztl
I'd put so much effort into setting out gn'y

report that the NHS was ‘too
reliant’  on  foreign  staff.
Committee chair Lord Patel said:
‘It is a farcical situation where the

in the UK when we are facing a
major crisis in the NHS. We are

One in five of straight-A
students failed in their
application to study at a British
medical school last year

‘We cannot go on like this. We
need to own our ability to train
doctors. This is the biggest
problem facing the NHS.’
Experts say the Government'’s
pledge to boost the number of
UK-trained doctors by 1,500 will
be insufficient to tackle the
manpower crisis.

Harrison Carter, of the British
Medical Association, said: ‘The
Government has failed to train

enough doctors to meet
growing patient demand,
leaving the NHS facing

crippling staff shortages. It
takes at least ten years to train
a doctor, but with the NHS at
breaking point and patients
waiting too long, we need more
doctors now.’

MPs have warned there is a
shortage of 3,000 doctors on
A&E wards, while other experts
have said four-week waiting
lists to see a GP will soon
become the norm.

Thandeka Xhakaza, from Bath,
told yesterday how she had to
move to Bulgaria to study to be
a doctor after being rejected by
four British universities last year,
despite achieving three A-level
As in biology, chemistry and
physics. Miss Xhakaza, who
aspires to be a brain surgeon,
said: ‘It is absurd. There are 300
other British students at my
university in Trakia and a
further 1,000 more in the
capital Sofia.’

UK universities were allowed to
recruit just 6,071 medicine
students last year, even though
the General Medical Council
(GMQ) registers 13,000 doctors
each year.

To train as a doctor in the UK,
students need to pass a medical
degree that takes five years.
This is followed by a two-year
foundation course, and then
three years’ GP training, or five
to eight years in other speciality
areas.

The GMC says 30,778 doctors
currently come from the EU and
other countries in the European
Economic Area, while 72,402
were trained elsewhere outside
the UK. One in three doctors in
Britain comes from abroad, but
last year foreign-trained medics
made up 72 per cent of those
struck off.
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THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PRINCIPLE AND
INDIA-BANGLADESH RELATIONS

BARRISTER MUHAMMAD NAWSHAD ZAMIR'

PART 01

“The rule that you are to love your neighbour becomes in law,
you must not injure your neighbour; and the lawyer's question,
Who is my neighbour? receives a restricted reply. You must
take reasonable care to avoid acts or omissions which you can
reasonably foresee would be likely to injure your neighbour.
Who, then, in law, is my neighbour? The answer seems to be -
persons who are so closely and directly affected by my act that
| ought reasonably to have them in contemplation as being so
affected when | am directing my mind to the acts or omissions
which are called in question." - This quote of Lord Atkin is
known to all common-law students of first year. How about
applying this neighbourhood principle to countries on the
basis of sovereign equality enunciated under the UN Charter?
For example, the case of Bangladesh and India. India and
Bangladesh share a 4,096-km border. Five Indian states - West
Bengal (2,217 km), Assam (262 km), Meghalaya (443 km),
Tripura (856 km) and Mizoram (318 km) - have a border with
Bangladesh. Hence, simplistic application of Lord Atkin's
neighborhood principle may not be possible. One will have to
consider the challenges in the region, often caused by the
colonial legacy, in the context of changes in domestic politics
in the two countries, and in the context of a rapidly-shifting
global diplomatic background.

Bangladesh and India now find themselves at a crossroads in
their relationship - one of many in the past decades but, given
the various domestic challenges in both countries and, above
all, the highly changeable nature of current global politics, one
of the most important. No-one could be more committed to
mutually respectful and beneficial relationship with
Bangladesh's large neighbour than BNP leader Begum Khaleda
Zia, who has repeatedly called for differences to be worked
through and solutions to problems found which benefit both
populations. At the same time, it is the BNP's duty as an
alternative government or the main opposition political party
to point out injustice and ensuring that our neighbour is fair
when it comes to resource sharing and security, and respectful
to the principle of sovereign equality when it comes to the
integrity of Bangladeshi domestic politics.

What Bangladesh expects from its neighbour are basic human
securities - water, freedom from indiscriminate state violence
against those living in border regions, and the ability to trade
in a mutually benefiting manner. When President Ziaur
Rahman laid the foundation of SAARC, he demonstrated a
vision of possible economic and political union that would be
successful in elevating its people from poverty. In opposition,
the BNP have, and continue to, insist on a fair deal for the
Bangladeshi people.

Water-sharing

Bangladesh, with 230 interweave rivers, lies within the flood
plains of three most significant intercontinental rivers - The
Ganges, the Brahmaputra, and the Meghna (GBM) all of which
run throughout the country and drains into the Bay of Bengal.
Bangladesh lies in the lowest riparian of the region, a unique
location for 57 trans-boundary Rivers among which 54 are
common with India. As estimated, agriculture on dry season
provides half of the GDP of Bangladesh. So, the interference
with flow-regime of the rivers can be catastrophic. India’s plan
of inter-basins huge water transfer has become a key
controversial issue to debate in the global area. Diversion of
water in the GBM basins, as claimed by the researchers and
environmentalists, would cause an ecological upheaval in
Bangladesh and would affect the livelihood of 240 million
people in the region.

The GBM basin encompasses approximately 1.7 million sq km,
including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, and Tibetan China.
The average runoff is around 1200 cu. The region lays 64% in
India, 18% in china, 9% in Nepal, 3% in Bhutan and only 6% in
Bangladesh. Although India holds much of the power of the
river basin, the three major rivers fall into Bay of Bengal
through a single passage, known as Meghna Estuary. It is the
easternmost sector of the Ganges delta and the catchment area
is 1,520,000 sq km.

Presently India aims to connect all major Rivers by interlinking
canal systems and many Barrages and dams. The
implementation would lead to whole diversion of 173 cubic
metres of water, therefore no flow for Bangladesh. As found in
the reports 30 upstream constructions for diverting water s on
process. Farakka Barrage is the major one so far which is built
for diverting the water of Ganges River. The transferring of
water through Bhagirati River with a twenty-six mile long
feeder canal has endangered the natural flow of Ganges River
in Bangladesh territory.

The Ganges Water dispute

As soon as the British India was divided in 1947, the struggle
started as Bangladesh (the then East Pakistan) was in the lowest
riparian in the GBM system. In order to improve the navigability
of Calcutta port Farakka Barrage was built in 1951 to redirect
40,000 causec of water from Ganges into Hoogly-Baghirati
River to flush silt and keep Calcutta harbor operational during
the dry season, which consequently started the conflict. On
October 29, 1951, Pakistan first officially objected regarding the
building of Farakka Barrage. Indian government responded on
March 8, 1952 that the project was only under preliminary
investigation, and that the concern was "hypothetical'. The
following years several meetings took place and in 1960 an
expert level meeting was held between India and Pakistan
which brought no success. In 1968, with no course of action
Bangladesh (then the East Pakistan) took the matter before the
United Nations General Assembly. India finished the
construction in 1970. Till 1976 the discussions in the United
Nations and other international fora at the instance of
Bangladesh continued. On 18th April 1977, a successful signing
of Ganges Water Agreement took place. The issues covered in
the Agreement were: 1. sharing the water of the Ganges River
at Farakka, and, 2. finding a long- term resolution for increase
of the dry season flows of the Ganges. The issues covered by
the agreement however failed to pass any resolution over the
five years period. The five-year treaty ended in 1982 and two
additional short term agreements were concluded on water
sharing till 1988 and after that India began the one-sided
diversion at will.

On 12th December 1996, the recent treaty was signed
regarding the sharing of Ganges water in dry season (1st of
January to 31st of May). The treaty is valid for 30 years. Unlike
the previous treaties, it was severely criticized over its unclear
dispute resolution mechanisms and does not include any
arrangement for long-term solution of the dry season water
scarcity. So, soon after the agreement was established,
Bangladesh requested a review of the watershed status and
found out the water flow dropped below the minimum
agreement level.

The Tessta river issue

Less well-known in international terms, but another crucial
point of conflict and potential agreement in Indian-
Bangladeshi relations, are the waters of the Teesta river and the
impact of the Teesta barrage. In 2014, after the barrage had
resulted in an alarming decline in the water available for the
Boro crops of the region, the BNP organised a “long march” to
draw attention to what the BNP secretary general Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir called a “life or death” issue. Far from engaging
in political point-scoring, the march was intended to provide
the Awami League government with more evidence to
demonstrate the public pressure for a fair and humane solution
to the problems caused by the water shortage. The waters of
the Teesta are particularly crucial for Bangladeshi agriculture
in the region during the so-called “lean” period from December
to March. They are thus absolutely crucial for survival.

Teesta, an off shoot of the Bhrammaputra of the GBM above,
is the most important river in northeast of Bangladesh and is
the 4th largest river of the country. It originates in the Sikkim
Valley of the Himalayan Range within India. Sikkim reportedly
has built five dams, and is building 31 more on the upper
region of the Teesta River, according to International Rivers
Organization. The flow comes down to West Bengal where
India has built a barrage at Gazaldoba from which 85% percent
of water flow is reportedly diverted from Teesta River through
alink-canal to the upper Mahananda River, which falls on in the
MeichiRiver in Bihar that links the Fulhar River and reaches the
Ganges River upstream of Farakka Barrage.

As described above, Teesta also falls under one of the Indian
interlinking projects. The plan adversely affects about 21
million Bangladeshi people who live in the basin of river Teesta,
while only 8 million live in the basin in West Bengal and half a
million in Sikkim state. The population ratio is 70 for
Bangladesh 30 for India. When Bangladesh needs water in the
dry season, it does not get it, but when it does not need water
during summer and monsoon it gets enough to the point of
flooding, which destroys houses, roads and river banks and
embankments. Initially, Dhaka reportedly proposed equal
sharing of the water, keeping 20% for river flow of Teesta at
Gazaldoba. This means the sharing would be out of 80%
remaining water and Bangladesh would get 40% and India
40%. But India asked for 55%. In June 2011, it was reported that
India and Bangladesh might have agreed to share at the ratio
0f 42.50% (India) and 37.50% (Bangladesh). Furthermore, India
had proposed a 15-year agreement on water sharing of the
Teesta River.

However, on the plea of internal politics etc. India has so far
refrained from signing an agreement with Bangladesh. And if
history is right, Bangladesh could not sign any water
agreement, either with the Congress or the BJP- led
governments in New Delhi. The 1977, Ganges Water
Agreement (for 5 years) was concluded with the Janata
government led by Morarji Desai and the 1996 Ganges Water

Treaty with the United Front coalition government led by Deve
Gowda. However, whatever the Indian internal policy is, that
should not affect Bangladesh. We should be moving in our
own way to internationalize these issues unless there are quick
resolves and the environment is not damaged to an
irretrievable manner.

The impact on the Environment

The supply of water in the Bangladesh part of GBM basin has
substantially decreased since 1975. The minimum discharge of
water is now 135 cusecs where it used to be 1460(1100% less)
in the pre-division phrase. The essential flow for the purpose
of agricultural activities and industrial activities is around
55,000- 66,000 cusecs and is also vital for sustainable
navigability ecology and proper salinity intrusion.

In the past decade the level of surface water has dropped 4
meter lower than the wet season level and for the south-
western region of Bangladesh the only source of fresh water is
Garai, where the discharge dropped from 1500 cusecs to 10
cusecs. Additionally, in recent years insufficient water flow
causing anincrease in the soil porosity has been increased and
as a result arseno-pyrite air gets into the ground water. The
Ground Water Task Force conducted a survey

which reports that 7 out of 12 most arsenic contaminated
regions are located in Ganges basins and 70% of tube-wells on
the areas exceed the acceptable arsenic limits as a result 50
million people are under threat of severe water born disease.

The water flow has been decreased dramatically since 1975 and the
rate of sediment has decreased radically. Instead of being flushed
into the sea the sediments stay on the riverbeds causing
astonishing river bank erosion. For example, the river course has
been reallocated directly to 11km south near Faridpur.

Moreover, the long-time undesirable water diversion has
caused a negative effect on the ecology, climate, navigation,
species and economy. Research shows that the minimum
wintertime climate has gone down from 8 to 4 degree Celsius
in post-dam period where the summertime maximum
temperature has risen in pre-dam period from 37 to 43 degree
Celsius. The world's largest mangrove forest ‘The Sunderbans’,
which is crisscrossed by number of Ganges born rivers, is
largely affected. Various aquatic species are in threat because
of saline intrusion. The national fish of Bangladesh namely,
Hilsha is in extreme danger with other 109 kinds of fish as the
production process is hugely barred by the low flow level. Even
species like Turtles, snails, frogs, reptiles, dolphins (present
population 1200-1500) etc. are about to vanish due to the
upstream water withdrawal.
Large number of rivers have made a wonderful waterway of
travel in Bangladesh. But due to the exceptional lack of Ganges
water flow 391 km waterway has lost it navigability causing a
negative effect in people’s life. In addition, the fertility of the
soil has rapidly resulting in a significant amount of economic
loss. According to the figure published by the Bangladesh
government the amount is US$876 million and BUET
(Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology)
estimated the loss to be about US$ 625 million as compared to
the pre-Farakka period. Environmentalists and scientists have
also cautioned that the scarcity of water is enormously
expected to transform the region into a sub-human ecosystem
resulting permanent economical damage.
MUHAMMAD NAWSHAD ZAMIR : LL.M.(HARVARD),
BARRISTER-AT-LAW (LINCOLN'S INN)

ADVOCATE, SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH.
Continued ...
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MoneyGram Launch the ICC
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LONDON (April 6, 2017) -
MoneyGram, a global provider of
innovative  money transfer
services and the official partner of
the International Cricket Council
(ICQ), launched today a customer

activation campaign to reach out
to cricket fans across the United :

Kingdom. Cricket enthusiasts will
get a chance to put their

commentary skills to the test, as :
well as meet some of England’s
best known cricket stars like i

Michael Atherton and Owais
Shah.

“Last year MoneyGram extended

its sponsorship agreement with
the ICC for an additional eight
years. Our association with the

ICC has certainly helped establish

MoneyGram as a preferred brand
for South Asians living in the UK,”
said Marc Matthews,

MoneyGram's head of Northern
Europe and MoneyGram Online.
“As part of our activation this

year, we are bringing our
customers closer to the action by

giving them the opportunity to :
try their hand at commentating

in the MoneyGram commentary
booth, " said Matthews.
Michael  Atherton,

the launch event at MoneyGram's

office in London saying, “I'm

former
England cricket captain, joined

honored to participate in today S

event as | believe that cricket has
the unique power to bring
people closer across
geographies. Even if you're far
away from your family, being a

w il ired

-

Miso

cricket fan can help you feel at
home,” said Atherton.

The ICC Champions Trophy 2017
campaign kicks off with the

‘MoneyGram Commentary
Challenge’  providing  the
opportunity for cricket fans to put
their commentary skills to the
test and win match tickets. The
MoneyGram commentary

at both The Oval and Edgbaston

venues during the ICC
Champions Trophy:

. London  (Exchange,
Iiford) - April 22

. London (Intu,
Uxbridge) - May 6

. Birmingham (Bullring)
-May 13

. Leicester (Highcross) -
May 14 :
Participants at llford and ‘i

meet Owais Shah, former
England cricketer, who will
provide hints and tips about

commentary and Cricket. Fans :

can expect to bump into a
number of surprise guests inside
the Commentary booth once the

ICC Champions Trophy Kicks off :
i which prompted him to share his life
i story. “The first earthquake changed the

on 1st June.

The Commentary challenge will
be running during the ICC
Champions Trophy from June 1

toJune 18 at matches at The Oval

in London and Edgbaston in earthquake, along with my team we

* worked at the grassroots level to uplift

Birmingham.

- Forbes listed billionaire and

philanthropist Dr Binod Chaudhary

The inspirational journey of a man from

i humble beginnings to the Forbes
¢ billionaire list is a story which needs to be
i told. Detailing his life story and how he

became Nepal's only billionaire, Dr Binod
Chaudhary launched his biography in the
UK with Standard Chartered Global

¢ Chairman and CEO Bill Winters CBE.

Beginning his entrepreneurial journey
with a nightclub called Copper Floor in
Kathmandu, today, at 61, he is Nepal's

i richest man and the only Forbes

challenge will be at the following ¢ billionaire from the Himalayan nation,

locations, before taking residence i

with a net worth of $1.14 billion. His CG
Corp have interests in FMCG,
electronics, hotels and even a

¢ controlling stake in Nepal's Nabil Bank.
i But Dr Chaudhary's best known

enterprise is his brand of instant
noodles: Wai Wai, which saw him get

¢ the name of Noodle King.

His book Making it Big was launched in

i the UK at Marlborough House by Mr

Winters along with a discussion
surrounding  Global innovation in
investing in Nepal. Known for his

Birmingham will have a chanceto philanthropy, he was a panel member at

the PWC round table conference on
meeting the humanitarian challenge
and opening a deeper business
contribution in South Asia.

Not many know that Dr Chaudhary was
in Chile during the devastating
earthquake in 2015 and it was that
combined with the Nepal earthquake

perspective of my life and the second
one changed my life itself and my
priorities in life. After the Nepal

|aunches his book in London

the effected, and sometimes we don't
even realise that a small gesture can
transform the lives of so many people.
Like the homes, we built, each one costs
$700 which is not a big deal, but six
people live there and that's their life.”
Through Making it Big he talks about the
different facets of his life and how young
entrepreneurs can learn from his journey of
innovation and hard work. During the
launch, he spoke about his plans in Europe.
He said: “We have recently bought a plant
in Belgrade, Serbia from where we will start
manufacturing our iconic Wai Wai Noodles
to Europe, and are looking forward to
introducing it to the UK market."

On the entrepreneurial front through
CG Corp, he will be partnering with an
Indian and Singapore-based firm to
fund start-ups who have innovative
business ideas.

About the Book:

The inspiring success story of one of
Asia’s biggest businessmen, the man
behind Wai Wai noodles, Binod
Chaudhary is one of Asia’s most
prominent businessmen. President of
the Chaudhary Group, which deals in
banking, insurance, finance and
housing, he has invested in hotels
and real estate and collaborates
among others with India’s Taj Group.
In 2013 he became the first Nepali
entrepreneur to be listed as a dollar
billionaire by Forbes. His passion for
growing his business in the face of
stiff challenges is legendary. This
memoir, already a massive bestseller
in Nepal, tells Binod Chaudhary's
inspiring success story in his own
words.

Human Relief Foundation announces
Co-op partnership

-uh-

‘a Human Relief

THE WHITECHAPEL branch of the Human Relief Foundation has announced a charity
partnership with the Co-operative, which will see 1% of the profits from the local store
being awarded to aid the humanitarian efforts of the charity. A percentage of bag
sales will also be donated as part of the community fund partnership.

A co-operative (co-op) is a business, which is owned by individual members and other
co-ops, not big investors. Members get a chance to have a say how they're run. Every
time a member shops at a Co-op store, 1% of what they spend on own brand products
and services goes to the Co-op Local Community Fund.

The Fund is a way of giving back to the millions of members and their communities -
providing funding to local causes that the members care about. - This money, along
with money raised from carrier bag sales, is used to support local projects that benefit
the community close to where you live. Co-op members have already earned over £4
million for over 4,000 local causes.

Cate Tuitt, Vice Chair of the London Co-op, commented: I am delighted to have made a
successful application to the Co-op Local Community Fund for the Human Relief Foundation
to deliver food banks and soup kitchens in east London.”

Khoyrul Shaheed, Human Relief Foundation fundraising manager, added: “We are delighted
with the support from the Co-op and we share the values of ethical trading. | would like to
request our community to become members and support this great cause. Through ethical
shopping we can make a huge difference in the lives of those who need it the most. | would
like to extend my thanks to the Co-op group team on behalf of HRF, as well as the local
Tower Hamlets Co-op Party.” Launched in 1991, Human Relief Foundation seeks to promote
sustainable economic and social development by working with local communities through
relief and developmental programmes, supporting them to build a better life and find their
own solutions to global problems.
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Mini cab

DRIVERS

TAXI-PRIVATE HIRE

Had an accident
that wasn't your fault?

WE HAVE PCO LICENSED AND
INSURED REPLACEMENT
VEHICLES AVAILABLE
IMMEDIATELY.

PRESTIGE J» 02085231555

PRESTIGE HAS A VEHICLE SUITABLE
FOR YOU WHETHER IT’S A VW
SHARAN, A ZAFIRA, A VECTRA OR A
MERCEDES BENZ SALOON
INCLUDING C, E AND'S CLASS ALL
COME FULLY INSURED AND PCO
N=EIIS={=p}

DON'T DELAY CALL US NOW ON
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Had an accident,
Fault or non-Ffault?

Either way, let us help to get you back on the road
and you could receive a bonus payment of up to £500!

FIUT@MEC

VEHICLE MANAGEMENT

WWW. co.uk

We can manage
your whole claim
and this service
is FREE to you!

Vehicle recovery
and storage

Vehicle Repair or
total loss
Replacement vehicle
PCO licenced vehicles
For mini cabs
Personal injury
representation by
specialist No Win -
No Fee solicitors

" cALL us on

020 8983 2088
or 0845 838 1185
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