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SHOPING
GET 1 LED
TV FREE

SHOPING
GET 1
Mobile
FREE

London Dhaka
London
Air Ticket

= ESOL A1, A2,B1 & B2

= Food Hygiene Level: 1,2,3,& 4

m Health & Safety Level 1,2,3 & 4

= Child Protection & First Aid

= Immigration Home Inspection Report

! Eastend Training is an exam centre for over

50 courses including ESOL, Maths and ICT. . .
Free Life in the UK courses available

No pass no fee for trinity B1 courses

Terms and conditions apply. M: 07539 31 6 742 ABDUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY

221 Whitechapel Road, (2nd Floor) London E1 1DE

To book your ESOL exam please call 02070961188

EASTEND TRAINING wiingvense:

Osmani centre

Home of Lifelong Learning
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simplecall

Cheap
International
Calls

e No contract

e No hidden fees

e Keep your number
e View full call history
e Printed call statement on ©
e Setup Call-Direct for ea

e Share one account with

simplecall.com h @& AppStore P> Google Play
02035 /700 700 Do
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FREE PARKING
AVAILABLE

Tel: 020 7247 0679
51 Raven Row, London E1 2EG
www.madisonsteakandlobster.com

Food Only.T & C Apply
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Plumber 24/7

Bathroom & Kitchen installation specialist

— il =

m Washing Machine No Fix No Fee, m All types of Boﬂer
Repairs, m BTaps, Tanks, Cylinders, over flows m Drain
blockages, m Washing Machine, Freeze, Cooker, Freezer
m Electric, Plumbing, Heating, Gass Safty Checks

Mobile- 07957 148 101

Local engineer for you
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For LocAL PEOPLE

DiSTANCE LEARNER

ONSITE

Green Vision TRAINING CENTRE, LONDOI

03 A eF FRTfABre PHAffow i fon
G ETHR @F O AYCRA T ARCE:

B1 (ISE 1) English courses for Private Hire Drivers
B1 English courses for British citizenship and ILR

A2 English courses for Spouse visa extension

Property Inspection Report for Immigration Purpose
Life in the UK Test Preparation & Training

Please Contact:

Tel: 0203 129 2648 | Mob: 07912 351 329 /07883 087 170

Email: info@gvec.co.uk | Web: www.gvec.co.uk
241A Whitechapel Road, 3rd Floor, Unit 2, (Above Ponchokhana Restuarant), London, E1 1DB

It

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING COURSES

® FOOD HYGIENE

©® HEALTH & SAFETY

® HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

® FIRSTAID

® TEACHING ASSISTANT

©® FIRE AWARENESS

® CUSTOMER SERVICE )

® (SCS (Health & Safety for
construction industry)

©® REFRESHER COURSE

ax
' e

LONDON
TRAINING
CENTRE

Business Development Centre, UNIT 7
Call: 020 7377 5966 | 07961 064 965 7.5 Greatorex Street, London E1 5NF

info@londontrainingcentre.com | www.londontrainingcentre.com

(® Highfield nefe. »"< ASDAN

[ ——

j%z;rs _

DELIVERING

THE BEST §
FOR LESS

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

® HOME INSPECTION REPORT FOR
IMMIGRATION PURPOSES

® FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

® GRANT/FUND MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANCY AND APPLICATION
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PEARL BLANC
INTERMATIONAL
DIRECTORS CLLIE

h BLLu

EDAVWARD LR

EYY FROATDENCE YWYHARF

SUNDAY 7th MAY 2017

12-6pm

CATWALK 2.30pm

MEAREST STATIOM: BLACKWALL/CANARY WHARF
INFOERLONDOMBENGALWEDDINGFAIR.COM = 07741 566 071
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ZAM ZAM

MONEY TRANSFER AND CARGO
388 GREEN STREET, LONDON, E13 9AP

¢ 02084701155

X zamzamtravelsuk@gmail.com

" WE BOOK UMRAH
FULL PACKAGE

TICKET ® HOTEL 3-5 STARS® VISA® TRANSPORT
EXPERIENCED MUALLIM TOUR GUIDE AROUND MECCA AND MADINA

,-.'_.h i".[

RAVELS
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b Restaurants & Take Away

¢ Cab Drivers & Small Shops
¢ Bullders & Plumbers

» VAT

¢ Payrall

¢ Company Formations

¢ Business Plan
b Tax Return

TN

¢ Accounts for LTD Company

E: Info@tajaccountants.co.uk
W www tajaccountants.co.uk

OIS TS ?

WL S gl =, eERGy erice wialE Meg
@ HM Revenue

ACCOUNTANTS DirectLine: 07528 118 118
Glasfads 203
- T 02034117843
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310 Bethnal Green Rd, London E2 0AG
Tel: 0207729 2277

FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY

'E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!!

FEYIHQ (oo M1110 1 Kl "9 Payment+ paper work + certificate +
Main Insurance co - & Y,

broker- &3 F1Y 74 | WIEET WiewE TR
yment amount (5TF up-to
WA Direct Debit -« TR
FW 4705 insurance F g < | e
Your insurance will be updated in MID
(Motor Insurance Database) www.askmid.com

(We do not help CAB/TRADE Insurance)
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8/ 75733 No Claim Bonus +

Clean Licence 41%1 LG WL SN

A $20-380 ATES el (RAIA IR
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Serving for last 8 years

T

Insurance
/e |

Appomvted Agent

bén&ladesh

NWaT TERGCWOS

Direct Sylhet from £390+Tax
From January 2017

QATAR

@IMRAN TRAVELS »%|

Established Agent serving the community since 1996
We are

from £595

We are approved
Umrah agent by the
Ministry of Hajj

B Umrah fare from £330
m Complete package

(Minimum 4 person, 5 nights)

open 7 days
a week

Low cost
travel

T: 0207 375 0800

TO GET A QUOTE Please Call (Mon-Sat 9am-8pm)

Mr. Ali : 07950 417 360 (T-Mobile), Tel: 02081 230 430, Fax: 02078 060 776
Email: cheapguote@hotmail.co.uk, Suite 10, 219 Bow Road, Landon E3 25.J
www . facebook.com/edcheapcarinsurancabroker
www.siles.google.com/sitefe3cheapcarinsurancebroker
(Please find us in you tube and Google by typeing (a3 cheap car insurance broker)

ATRWAYS dab=il

Dhaka return from £475
Terms & Conditions apply

M: 07984 959 885
07828 235 600

273A Whitechapel Road, Londopn E1 1BY
www.imrantravels.co.uk, E: imrantravels@hotmail.com

Specialist
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i/ WESTMINSTER LAW CHAMBERS
RBR REm 9 T

T Qv IREERe QP T 407
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. g&
mrprinters

digital = design e print = promotional items
QUALITY PRINTING AT TRADE PRICES SINCE 1991

Our excellent customer service and high quality printing make us the most
reliable printing partner for all the projects you need done.

SPECIAL OFFERS

FOR FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

5% PROPERTY LAW IMMIGRATION LAW =&

e

KM:Ga'ath

EQL flf ENCEWT RS
_ -

Roller Banners

fvom €39

50,000 A4 Menus

won £000

w A 8 NG & G -+ AP T T© WfBA @ A @ With Stand & Carry C B— Pri
ith Stan arry Case. 0 e, rinted full colour on 130gsm gloss.
ap m W < WY 409 APPLICATIONS VAT & design extra. E :"— Excludes design and delivery
- TS 6 (G T APPEALS, JUDICIAL REVIEW Hmited periodonly s 3
-+ qieeTiTc T fcm Regiy - EU SETTLEMENT & CITIZENSHIP 5000 A5 Leaflets =
Q %WWWW&\%W £65 :&
“ LITIGATION from ]
Printed full colour, single side on ‘-r-';'._';
FAMILY LAW BUSINESS LAW P
o feren, @"ﬂﬁ‘\'ﬂ\‘ﬂ%ﬁm ~Company, Commercial, Gzt fAai brant bi
o, W a0on AlV... V' Vd eoe lg
8 Sw7197 Civil Cases 7
& IR o - . o impact
& (qCFIT 43 Cﬁﬂ‘ WMOtOI’Ing & Other Criminal Cases > @ Concepts ©® Menus ® Brochures > ° PostPers o
AC S g an u‘li\ﬁwi\'ﬁ@t WW g ‘!l‘l‘?féf 8 .= @ Corporate ID “ ® Stationary @ Calendars E ® Vinyl Banners
StatUtory Declarations m @ lllustration : ® Flyers ® NCR Bill Books n ® Pull-up Banners
243A WHITECAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E1 1DB E oo e B
TEL: 020 7247 8458 ® Display ® Posters ® Magazines ® Prints on Canvas
U ® Web n ® Folders ® Books v © A Boards

Email: info@westminsterchambers.com

www. westminsterchambers.com

Mobile: 077 1347 1905

020 8507 3000 | info@mrprinters.co.uk | www.mrprinters.co.uk

07958 766 448 | Unit 4, 24 Thames Road, Barking, Essex 1G11 OHZ
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Y ondonium
Solicitors

POLICE STATION & CRIMINAL
DEFENCE - LEGAL AID Road Traffic Offences

* Arrest and Police Station Representation ® Speeding
* Homicide ® Failing to provide driver identity
® Driving without insurance / permitting driving without insurance
*Murder ® Permitting someone to drive without insurance
*Manslaughter ® Driving without a licence i - AKM Quamruzzaman (Zaman)

® Failing to stop after an accident

® Failing to report an accident

® Driving without due care and attention
® Dangerous Driving

® Drink Driving

® Drug Driving |
® Using a Mobile Phone whilst Driving L

Other services

LL.M Int’l Maritime Law (Swansea, UK)
LL.M in Human Rights (LMU, UK)

PG Dip in Commercial Arbitration (UOL)
LL.B (Hons), UK

Dip in PIL, UK

Dip in Commercial Law, UK

Barrister of the Lincoln’s Inn (NP)

Solicitor & Commissioner for Oaths

Mobile: 07903 116 371

* Drug Offences

= Sexual Offences

* Fraud and Business Crime

= Benefit Fraud

* Confiscation ad Asset Recovery
/ Restraint / Forfeiture

* Criminal Appeals

* Domestic Violence

* Serious Violence and Assault *Immigration  *Civil Litigation *Lost or Delayed Luggage Claims We are here
* Burglary, Theft & Criminal Damage +Employment *Cruise Claims *Flight Delay Claims -
*Civil Penalty *Personal Injury Claims *Holiday Sickness Claims =
- "Public law *Landlord & Tenant *Commercial Conveyancing A =
@5 o
Unit 14-15, 1st Floor ® % Mﬁ 3
1-13 Adler St. London E1 1EG Adoate T e
"T:020 7377 5055, F: 0207377 500 Whitechapal = % L
E: info@londoniumsolicitors.co.uk "o 4 Labenm
www.londoniumsolicitors.co.uk Vi o
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SHERHIND ACCESSORIZE LIMITED

An alternative Buying solution for the Accessories wholesalers/Retailers. ...

We can be your reliable buying Source for Accessories in the garments industry...

We can provide following services:

- We always have range of stock and we follow the
trend.

»We can connect you to the new market.

« You can get your total purchasing solution from us.

+« We are the mediator between you and the

accessories importer so you can get the best

possible quality accessories source in a reasonable
price.

- We always assess your budgetary limitation and
then provide you the best possible solution.

»We have wide range of designers’accessories for the
men, women and children, so you can find out the
best from us.

» Once you place the order, you can relax as we will do
everything for you.

- We always ensure the quality of our products will
meet your demand before they reach your door.

- We never miss the deadline in terms of delivery.

Please contact us further details:

Mr. Mollah Md Hamim Yasin
Buyer & Director

Sherhind Accessorize Limited

Address: - 117 Whitechapel Road, London E1 1DT
Tel: +44(0)20 3617 1393 | Mob: +44(0)7859 236 540
Email: info@sherhind.co.uk | Website: www.sherhind.co.uk

RESTAURANT & SWEETMEAT

e feenfa, qifer, si-forng ..

ZONE

P

- —
FR

Child £5.99 with soft drink

L _ ]

EHE(E:) | VISA®
>
ﬁ

Major cards
accepted.
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BRANCHES:
Indian Ocean Chingford Ltd

020 8531 3835 = 0208531 1115 01708

Indian Ocean Chingford § »

} #
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% .-._. . h’*

»
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Contact:
Sayed J Miah (Jay): 07960 950 612
M. E Hossain: 07792 675 520

Indian Ocean Romford Lid

738 500 = 01708 739 129
f # m Indian Ocean Romford
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Hotline: 0207 790 1234 (PBX)
Direct: 0207 702 7460

TRAVEL SERVICES

CHEAP AIR TICKETS FOR
INTERNATIONAL &
DOMESTICFLIGHTS ON YOUR
CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS

HAJJ & HOLIDAY PACKAGES

LOW COST FLIGHTS TO ANY CITY

AROUND THE WORLD

CARGO
SERVICES

W SR JTOCe]
fafn g et 707 A |

B TR i @ PR

%cﬂwﬁmmﬁ

Open
7 days
a week
10am-8pm

e

S & M building Maintenance Itd

m SYSTEM TO COMBI BOILER CONVERTION
® BOILER SERVICE & NEW INSTALLATION

u CENTRAL HEATING POWER FLASHING
u LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE
u ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING WORK

u COOKER SERVICE & INSTALLATION No: 231695
= REFURBISH THE WHOLE HOUSE

ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY
UNIT 21-THE WHITECHAPEL CENTRE
85-MYRDLE STREET LONDON E1 1HL

THITgR B GTRATHE BB 26094 Bid10d 1 [4T@ Falnd SdETd e

safe

REGISTER

Mob 07863 289758
07985 262 696
Email:
s-m-building

WORLDWIDE CARGO SERVICE

WE CAN HELP WITH: Passport - No
Visa - Renewal Matters

)

SIDEIREUCHE (EN
8 GG 9%
manﬁs

313-319 COMMERCIAL ROAD
LONDON E1 2PS, F: 0207 790 3063
E: kushiaratravel@hotmail.com T

W T f6eed -q @R
8 AN 307 A

T R Y TR e rethe o v e

B Worldwide Money Transfer
M Bureau De Exchange

We buy & sell
BDTaka, USD, Euro
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Good News: We arrange Marriage Certificate & Dlvnm {.‘crt{ﬂmtc

GIREF- TIPS S SR G2 260w, aAfogret faifsteie - st
SIS SATIgE G THOT, wﬁ? RS, FANE, A |
(TZF) I 8 ST - 13 %1% @it siem
o 07533 412 951, Email: shamsul 197 7& hotmail.conk
170 Cannon Street, London E1 2LH M: 07949872154
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Money

Elana aln

TransfTfer

Instant Cash Service

SEND
MONEY TO
BANGLADESH

131 Whitechapel Road
(Dposite Exst Landon Maosjid)

e
baralk.al

(Oposite Baltur Rahman Masjid)
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Manor Park

425 High St North Manor Park
London E12 6TL, 020 8552 6067
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Contact: 07904 182 897 (Isbor Ali)
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O =T | = Extension = Plumbing = Tiling
) m Loft Conversions.
Contact: = Kitchen Fittings
07886 589 460 | | = Major Redecorating
m Restaurant
(Ruhul) Decorating
g (12-cot.

ITISIDE

O P §

= C

LANDLORDS WANTED

FEATURES:

m 2-5 YEARS LEASING m 0% COMMISSION

m GUARANTEED RENT - = NO MANAGEMENT FEES
m FREE VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY

FOR A HASSLE FREE PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT GIVE US A CALL.

CONTACT PERSON: RUZMILA HAQUE, ASSTMANAGER

CITISIDE PROPERTIES

220-222 BOW COMMON LANE, E3 4HH

PH: 07539 519 039, OFFICE: 02089814833 / 0203719948
EMAIL: ruz.mila22@gmail.com,
info@citisideproperties.co.uk
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Contact: 07952 964 754 (wiw=)

(14--19)
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A, ARG, G, =TI, FaI=et 2oy - @ AW 14 KRR Sioe 77!
CoToTIRIST T T 8 AHIWMA DS Tfe Tg T2FIE 391 T |

G 3GIG!, A 8 Pels SR @ist AfES A (off= 20 YT A0S AR | SEIDR
WA @M GRR 8 3-RreR M s i St 87 A 2 |

Dr. Mizanur Rahman
MSc, DHMS, D.Hom, MD(AM)PhD

Dr. Ahmed Hossain
MA, D.Hom(England)

Chairman
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK

Secretary
British Bangladesh Traditional
Dr. Association in The UK

271a Whitechapel Road
(2nd Floor, Room G) Mob : 07723 706 996
London E1 1BY Email : homoeoherbal@yahoo.co.uk

www.homoeoherbal.co.uk

Tel : 020 3372 5424

AT : CTINIA (TS {7 T D351 (A AHyT 961 7@ |
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FBI translator martied Isis recruiter
she was meant to be investigating

Daniela Green an FBI translator
married ISIS member Denis
Cuspert in Syria

An FBI translator travelled to Syria
to marry a former German rapper
turned Islamic State recruiter she
was supposed to be
investigating, it has been
revealed.

Daniela Greene, who warned her
jihadi bridegroom he was under
investigation, quickly began
having second thoughts and
returned to the US shortly
afterwards. She pleaded guilty to
making  false  statements
involving international terrorism
and was sentenced to two years
in prison. She was released in
August last year.

Details of the extraordinary case
have only just emerged after a
CNN investigation.

Greene, who is fluent in German,
was assigned to investigate
German citizen Denis Cuspert in
January 2014. As gangster rapper
Deso Dogg, Cuspert once
opened a concert for the
American music star DMX. But he
traded rap tracks for videos
encouraging people to fight for
Isis, becoming one of the
organisation’s most influential
recruiters.

Adopting the nom de guerre Abu
Talha al-Almani in Syria, he
praised Osama bin Laden in song,
threatened Barack Obama with a

_ill

throat-slitting gesture and held a
severed human head in a
propaganda video.

As part of her investigation into
him, Greene, 38, maintained sole
access to one of two Skype
accounts used by Cuspert,
according to court documents
seen by CNN.

In June 2014, after filling in a
foreign travel form - as required
for all FBI employees - saying she
was going to Germany to see her
family, Greene instead flew to
Turkey and from there travelled

to Syria.
Once there she married
Individual A, as Cuspert is

referred to in  the court
documents. In emails sent to an
unidentified person in the US in
July, Greene began to show signs
of regret, describing herself as
weak and saying: “I really made a
mess of things this time.”

Meanwhile, Cuspert continued
his activities, according to the
Middle East Media Research
Institute (Memri), which said that
he was seen in a video beating a
corpse with sandal after Isis took
over gas fields in Homs in July
2014.

It is unclear how US authorities
became aware of what Greene
had done, but on 1 August a
warrant was secretly issued for
her arrest and, seven days later,
after somehow managing to flee
back to the US, she was arrested.
In December, after cooperation
described by assistant US
attorney Thomas Gillice as
“significant, long-running and
substantial”, she was sentenced
to two years in jail.

The following year the judge
eventually allowed some of the
details of the case, which had
been conducted through a

number of secret hearings and
court filings, to be made public.
In court papers, Gillice said
Greene had “violated the public
trust, the trust of the officials who
granted her security clearance,
and the trust of those with whom
she worked and, in doing so,
endangered  our  nation’s
security”.

He said her escape from Syria
unharmed had been “a stroke of
luck or a measure of the lack of
savvy on the part of the terrorists
with whom she interacted”.

But, arguing for a lighter
sentence, Gillice said that she had
“attempted to right her wrongs,
and to ultimately assist her
country again”.

According to analysis, the
average sentence in Isis-related
prosecutions in the US is 13.5
years.

CNN reported that Greene was
now working as a hostess in a
hotel lounge and had declined to

comment for fear it could
endanger her family. Her
attorney,  Shawn Moore,

described his client as “just a well-
meaning person that got up in
something way over her head".
The FBI told CNN that as a result
of Greene's case it “took several
steps in a variety of areas to
identify and reduce security
vulnerabilities”.

School nurse admits ‘oversight' over

boy's allergy care plan hefore death

A school nurse downgraded a
healthcare plan for a teenager with
severe allergies and asthma just months
before his death, an inquest has heard.
Nasar Ahmed collapsed at Bow school,
east London, on 10 November last year
during a detention, and died four days
later. The 14-year-old had asthma,
severe eczema and was allergic to a host
of foods including fish, nuts, wheat,
apples and oranges, requiring him to
have access to an EpiPen.

But on 3 May last year school nurse
Goddard Edwards assessed Nasar's
allergy plan as mild to moderate, rather
than severe. He also failed to follow up
on incomplete records of Nasar's
medication that needed to be kept at
the school, an inquest at Poplar
coroner's court into the year nine pupil's
death heard.

The school had two EpiPens in case
Nasar showed symptoms of an
anaphylactic allergic reaction but
records of his medication that needed
to be kept at the school were
incomplete, with use of the EpiPens not
mentioned.

“The EpiPen doesn't figure on this
particular plan,” Edwards told the
inquest. “I accept that this was an
oversight on my part.”

He admitted failing to follow up and
review Nasar's medication needs after
asking a receptionist to tell his mother
she needed to bring up a new EpiPen
and inhaler for him.

But when asked how he would
characterise his care for Nasar, Edwards
said: "I fulfilled my duties. | am happy
with the care | gave Nasar.”

Coroner Mary Hassell told him she was
"surprised to hear that" given what he

¢ had told the court.

The inquest also heard that there were
no requirements for staff on duty to
know of Nasar's medical requirements.
Teacher Arlette Matumona, responsible
for pupils’ medical needs, explained to
the court that staff were told to check
pupils” medical records at the start of
the school year. But she said support
staff, who would not have come into
daily contact with Nasar, had been on
duty that day and may have failed to
check.

"Some staff will and some staff won't
check [the school's information system]
as a matter of course,” said Matumona.
Asked by the family's lawyer, Sam
Jacobs, on whether they should have
done so, she said, with respect to
support staff not responsible for
teaching a particular pupil: “ am not
sure.”

Jacobs also asked Matumona if it was
realistic for staff to remember a child's
medical needs after checking at the start
of the year. The teacher replied:
"Perhaps we could have it so that it's
displayed somewhere or have a list for
those children in exclusion.”

Nasar was rushed to hospital after
collapsing in the exclusion room and
put on oxygen but a brain scan showed
the year nine pupil was unresponsive.
He died on 14 November.

David Davis rejects claim o

€100bn Brexit divorce hill

David Davis has rejected suggestions that the UK will have
to pay a €100bn (£84.5bn) bill to leave the European Union,
saying rising estimates of the divorce bill prove that no deal
is better than a bad deal.

“We will not be paying €100bn,” the Brexit secretary told
[TV's Good Morning Britain.

It had been estimated that Brussels was seeking up to
€60bn to allow the UK to leave the bloc, but added
demands by the EU could put the final settlement at
€100bn, according to the Financial Times.

Speaking later to BBC Radio 4's Today programme, Davis
dismissed the figure as part of the “rough and tumble” of
negotiations.

His comments came as Michel Barnier, the EU's chief Brexit
negotiator, was about to hold a press conference in
Brussels outlining the details of the EU's negotiating
position.

Davis said: “Our intention is to get an agreement; we have

to maintain the alternative option. That's why Theresa
[May] said no deal is better than a bad deal. This morning
you see demands for €100bn in the papers. It has gone
from €50bn, to €60bn to €100bn. It rather actually proves
her point. | know that is not where we will end up. The
simple truth is this is going to be a tough negotiation.”
Davis cited the example of Margaret Thatcher's
negotiations with European leaders. “When Mrs Thatcher
walked away she got the rebate. We have a €290bn market
for them. Once we are outside we will be their biggest
external market. That's incredibly important to them ...

“In the walkaway circumstance there is nothing to pay. But
nobody is looking for that outcome. We want a deal. We
think we can get a deal.”

He added: "You've seen in the mixture of gossip and spin
in the last week. The British public should look at
everything that comes out with a pinch of salt. This is first
part where we will have this slight rough and tumble
approach.”

Davis dismissed a suggestion by Barnier that the European
courts could arbitrate on the final divorce bill.

He said: “We don't agree with that. These are negotiating
demands that are being lined up. And we will make our
counters to them. That's not something that we see as
being either necessary or valuable.”

deal with Barnier. “I've dealt with Michel Barnier many years
ago. You will never hear a word of criticism of him from me.
He's tough, he’s straightforward, he's French, he's very
elegant. He's determined, but he's also done deals in the
past.”

He added: “We have said we will obey our legal obligations
but they are not going to be determined for us by one side
or the other; it will be a matter of negotiation.”

Later, speaking at a Conservative party election press
conference, Davis dismissed suggestions May will not be
directly involved in negotiations with Brussels. “We're not
entering this negotiation as supplicants; it's not for the
other side to lay down every single rule, and within the laws

and rules of the European Union, we are a full member until
we leave.”

He said: “The prime minister is a member of the [European]
Council, so she will be seeing the people who are going to
make the eventual decision on a monthly basis, or more.
Similarly, we will decide the structure of our negotiating
team, not the European Union”.

Asked about reports confusion in Brussels over whether
Davis himself, or Oliver Robbins, the permanent secretary
at the Brexit department, will attend regular negotiating
meetings with Barnier, Davis said, “the principal dealing
with Michel Barnier will be me; but of course Ollie will be
involved as well."

Leaks revealed a tense dinner took place last week at
Downing Street between May and European commission
president, Jean-Claude Juncker. May's demands that the
trade talks should occur before a divorce bill had been
agreed were met with incredulity, according to the leaks.
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Islamic romance novels set

Kashem Bin Abubakar pictured

hearts aflutter in Bangladesh

Kasem bin Abubakar was told
nobody would buy his chaste
romance novels about devout
young Muslims finding love
within the strict moral confines of
Bangladeshi society.

And yet his tales of lovers
whispering  sweet nothings
between calls to prayer sold
millions in the 1980s and proved
a huge hit among young girls
from  Bangladesh's  rural,
conservative heartland.

Now his work is undergoing
something of a renaissance as
Bangladesh slides from the
moderate Islam worshipped for
generations to a more
conservative interpretation of the
scriptures.

"Girls write me love letters with
ink dipped in their own blood.
Some were desperate to marry
me"  Abubakar told AFP,
recounting his surprise at young
women making a traditional
gesture of intense devotion to a
greying author.

His debut novel "Futonto Golap"
(Blossomed Rose), written more
than three decades ago, has
spawned an entire genre of
fiction tinged with Islamic values.
Abubakar was inspired to take up
the penin the late 1970s, when as
a bookseller he lamented that
most novels obsessed with the
cosmopolitan  lifestyles  of
modern, elite Bangladeshis.
These secular tales were a world
removed from the largely rural
and pious village existence lived
by the majority of Bangladesh's
160  million people, and
Abubakar sensed a gap in the
market ripe for his fiction.

- 'Mullah novels don't sell' -

"He tapped into a new readership
that nobody thought existed
before,” said  Bangladeshi
journalist Qadaruddin Shishir.
"In rural villages, Abubakar's
novels are the best gift a young
lover can give to his fiancee."
Abubakar wrote "The Blossomed
Rose" -- a story about two
mismatched young Muslims
seeking consent for marriage
from their families -- by hand in
1978, but it took almost a decade
for a publisher to even look at it.

+3

Since his breakthrough,
Abubakar has written dozens of
works, most revolving around the

mosque, veiled women and
wayward youth abandoning so-
called corrupt lifestyles after
finding religion.

"They told me 'mullah novels'
don't sell," he said.

Eventually he sold the copyright
to a publisher for a mere 1,000
Taka (USD$12.50), and became
an overnight sensation.

Since his breakthrough,
Abubakar has written dozens of
works, most revolving around the
mosque, veiled women and
wayward youth abandoning so-
called corrupt lifestyles after
finding religion.

Secular activists fear creeping
conservatism could unwind
many of the gains made by the
impoverished nation in
improving school attendance
and gender equality.

An ever-increasing number of

& ._1""\-_'-‘.1' -:

students attend madrassas, or
religious boarding schools, in
Bangladesh, where Abubakar's
books have found "become a
favourite”, said fellow author
Syed Mazharul Parvez.

"They can relate to these stories
and are comfortable with the
settings and language their
protagonists speak," he said.

- Inspiring new writers -
Abubakar has inspired a new
generation of Bangladeshi writers
who are finding success with
their own contemporary brand of
Islamic fiction.

Popular writers like Abdus Salam
Mitul, Kawser Ahmed and Abdul
Alim ecohed Abubakar in their
own tales of "piety, conservative
attitudes and decency", said
Abubakar's son Mohammad
Saifullah, a  Dhaka-based
publisher.

Mitul in particular shot to fame in

R

the 2000s with his own story
about a burga-clad girl
reminiscent of  Abubakar's
breakthrough "The Blossomed
Rose".+3

Abubakar wrote "The Blossomed
Rose" -- a story about two
mismatched young Muslims
seeking consent for marriage
from their families -- by hand in
1978, but it took almost a decade
for a publisher to even look at it.
Now it is a bestseller.

"I think a lot of people still think it
was written by my father. But it
was Mitul's work and it sold tens
of thousands of copies," Saifullah
joked.

Aspiring author Abdul Alim said
Abubakar's works had motivated
his own plotlines -- moral tales
thatin the end showed "Islam has
answers" for society's ills.

"He is such a talented story teller.
He showed us the way," Alim said
of Abubakar.

For Abubakar, his fans keep him
busy even two vyears into
retirement. At a bookstore
recently the octogenarian signed
autographs for his readers, many
women in full-face veils clutching
his titles.

The fan mail keeps the postman
busy, too. Apart from the
marriage proposals and overtures
of love, Abubakar has received
confessions  from  corrupt
bureaucrats thanking him for
steering them down the honest
path, he said.

"Everyday the postman would
arrive with hundreds of letters.
He became a permanent
member of our family," Abubakar
said.

Bumblehees: Pesticide reduces
queen eqq development

Use of a common pesticide in
spring could have an impact on
wild bumblebees by interfering
with their life cycle, a UK study
suggests.

The team, who looked at wild
bumblebees caught in the
English countryside, say the
insecticide, thiamethoxam,
reduces egg development in
queen bees.

They say this is likely to reduce
bee populations later in the year.
Thiamethoxam is one of three
neonicotinoid insecticides
currently restricted for use by the
EU.

They have been restricted amid

to forage on crops such as oilseed
rape

"These impacts are likely to
reduce the success of bumblebee
queens in the spring, with knock-
on effects for bee populations
later in the year."

The scientists say the work
provides "a major step forward"
in understanding the impact of
neonicotinoids on wild bees -
both generally and in specific
species.

They say bumblebee queens are
not currently considered in
pesticide risk assessments for
pollinating insects.

Prof Mark Brown of Royal

concerns about their impact on
wild bees.

The study, published in
Proceedings of the Royal Society
B, investigated the impact of
thiamethoxam on four species of
bumblebee queen which had
been captured in the wild in
spring.

The effects of the insecticide at
levels deemed similar to those
encountered in the wild were
investigated in the laboratory.
After two weeks of exposure, two
of the four species of bumblebee
took in less food.

And there were effects on egg
development in all four species.
"We consistently found  that
neonicotinoid exposure, at levels
mimicking exposure that queens
could experience in agricultural
landscapes, resulted in reduced ovary
development in queens of all four
species we tested," said lead
researcher, Dr Gemma Baron of Royal
Holloway University of London.
"Impacts of neonicotinoid exposure
on feeding behaviour were species-
specific, with two out of four
species eating less artificial nectar
when exposed to the pesticide.
Image copyrightSPLImage
captionBumblebees are known

Holloway University of London

said: "Future studies across
different species are likely to
demonstrate further variation in
the impact of neonicotinoids, and
conducting such studies needs to
be a priority for scientists and
governments."

Social life of bees

Bumblebees are social insects,
living in colonies. When the
queens emerge in early spring,
having spent the winter
hibernating alone, they go out in
search of food and a place to
nest.

They are likely to be exposed to
pesticides as they forage on
flowers in agricultural areas.
Each queen forms its own nest,
lays its eggs, and produces a few
hundred daughter workers.
Towards the end of the season,
males and new queens hatch,
then emerge from the nest to go
in search of a mate.

Only fertilised queens go on to
hibernate, after feeding heavily
on pollen and nectar to build up
fat stores.

Bumblebees are in decline
globally, due to threats from
pathogens, loss of habitat and
pesticides.
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General election 2017: Labour

calls for halt to

A Labour government would suspend the planned
closures of hospital services across England, the party
is promising.

It says the national initiative - involving 44 local plans -
has lost credibility and needs reviewing.

Under proposals put forward A&E, maternity and stroke
units could be scaled back in many parts of England.
NHS bosses - supported by ministers - have launched
the programme to modernise the NHS and allow more
investment in community services.

But Labour said the process - known as sustainability
and transformation plans (STP) - was causing confusion
and risked being driven by money rather than what was
best for patients.

+ Hospital cuts planned in most of England

+ General election: What you need to know

« Election 2017 latest

Earlier this year an investigation by the BBC found
hospital services in nearly two thirds of the 44 areas
were under threat with widespread concern the
infrastructure was not in place in the community to
cope.

Shadow health secretary Jonathan Ashworth said a
"moratorium" was now needed so each of the plans
could be properly reviewed.

"These decisions have been decided behind closed
doors with no genuine involvement of local people.
"It's a disgrace. The public deserves better."

But the Conservatives dismissed the idea and said
funding was in place to pay for the changes.

It is Labour's second election announcement on the
NHS, following last week's promise to increase pay for
NHS staff.

Why the NHS is making changes

The STP proposals have been drawn up as part of NHS
England's five-year strategy to release £22bn of
efficiency savings by 2020.

Reviews were set up in early 2016 in 44 different areas
led by local managers.

Each area was asked to submit plans to NHS England,
which all have done, and public consultations are due
to take place later this year where major changes are
being proposed.

NHS England has said the programme is not about
cutting services, but delivering them in more efficient
and appropriate ways.

It believes patients will benefit from more care in the
community and say the programme will lead to arange

of benefits, including:

«new "super" community hubs of GPs, care workers and
district nurses

« seven-day opening of GPs

« better access to hospital specialists in the community
What's the reaction?

Liberal Democrat health spokesman Norman Lamb was
also critical of the STP process.

He said they were "based on the fantasy that there is
enough money".

"The Conservatives are re-organising the deck-chairs
while the good ship NHS is sinking because they are
starving it of funds," he added.

hospital cuts

But Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt said: "These local
plans are developed by local doctors and communities,
backed by the top doctors and nurses of the NHS, and
will improve patient care."

He said they were "underpinned" by extra funding the
health service was receiving up to 2020 and that only
the Conservatives could "lock in the economic progress
we have made and keep improving the NHS".
Analysis: Is stopping these plans credible?

This is not the first time political parties have tried to
make the idea of hospital cuts an issue in an election.
In the run up to the 2010 general election, Tory shadow
health secretary Andrew Lansley said he wanted to see
a moratorium on hospital closures being proposed.
Some of the changes that were being proposed back
then are part of the STP process.

The truth is closing hospital services has been a political
"hot potato” for decades.

While there is widespread agreement the NHS is too
based around hospitals - over half of the budget is
spent on them - changing the status quo has proved
difficult.

NHS England has argued shifting care into the
community will save money and also benefit patients
by providing care in the community and closer to their
home.

In theory, that will help them get care at an earlier stage
before their condition worsens. Some have estimated
that could help save a third of the £22bn efficiency
target.

If this is not to happen, Labour needs to set out how it
will make savings or whether it will increase the NHS
budget by more than is currently planned - and how
that will be paid for.

Why 14 black male (ambridge students posed for this photo

"Young black men don't grow up thinking they'll
make it here. They should."

This was the intended message behind a photo of
14 black male students from Cambridge
University that has been liked more than 2,000
times on Facebook.

The group posed for several images that were
shared in a bid to encourage more black students
to apply to the university.

The post on Facebook said: "In 2015, only 15 black,
male undergraduates were accepted into
Cambridge. "However, it is important that despite
their underrepresentation, we let young black
people know that this is something that they can
aspire to."

Of 3,449 students accepted into Cambridge
during the 2015/2016 academic year, 38 defined

changing that."

Cambridge is one of 27 universities that are
currently members of the Race Equality Charter
(REC) - a scheme designed to address the
representation of staff and students from ethnic
minority backgrounds.

In March it said it was applying for an REC bronze
award - which are given to universities that have
a "solid foundation for eliminating racial
inequalities and developing an inclusive culture
that values all staff and students".

Professor Eilis Ferran said: "The university is
committed to creating an environment where
students and staff can realise their potential
regardless of their ethnic, racial or national
background."

The Cambridge University African-Caribbean

themselves as black, a proportion of just over 1%.
This figure did not include any students who
defined themselves on their application as mixed
race.

Folajimi  Babasola, 20, who is studying
engineering and appeared in the photo, said he
wanted the image to challenge the "stereotype"
of a Cambridge student.

He said: "The aim of the picture was really to
encourage more black students to apply here
because many people get discouraged by a
particular image or stereotype of a Cambridge

\ Al
student that they have in their mind, thinking that
they won't fit in or be accepted.'

He said he wanted to show others "there are
people very much like them here and if we can get
here, they can."

William Gore, 19, who studies English, said he felt
"really lucky" to be involved in a photo that has
gone viral.

He said he wanted to send out a message that
black students should "apply" to Cambridge,
adding: "You don't need to change who you are
to get here.

"There are people here at Cambridge from
different backgrounds, who don't fit the
stereotypical image of what a Cambridge student
looks like, doing their thing and killing it."

ACS

Dami Adebayo, who studies engineering, said
there needed to be more black role models for
men to aspire to.

He said growing up he had aspired to be like
actors, artists and sportsmen such as Lebron
James, Will Smith and Jay-Z because "that's how |
perceived success'".

He went on: "Barack Obama is probably the first
black role model | had who made it ‘cool' to be
'book smart', and that was by the time | was 11,
that's crazy."

Mr Adebayo said he applied to Cambridge
University because he "knew he was capable” but
was unsure if it would be the "right place”.

"But with a mindset like that, these types of
institutions will never be the right place for people
like me.

"Every student from a diverse background who
applies and gets in here is a step towards

Society, which was behind the shoot, said the
purpose of the photos was to "remind young
black individuals that Cambridge is for us".

It said it hoped to see developments in the
representation and inclusion of more black
students at the university.

The students involved in the main image are (top
row L-R): William Gore, Bez Adeosun, Peter
Adefioye, Judah Aiyenuro, Joseph Adikwu, Dennis
Mubaiwa, Dami Adebayo, Ife Adepegba , Donte
Nembhard, Baba Bob-Soile, Daniel Oluboyede.
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Household food
waste level
‘unacceptable’

The level of household food waste
in England is "unacceptable" and
householders have a key role to
play in reducing it, MPs have said.
The Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs Committee said 7.3m tonnes
of food was wasted in UK
households in 2015.

The committee said shops should
relax standards that prevent the
sale of "wonky vegetables" to help

cut waste.

And the next government should
consider whether "best before"
dates were needed, it said.
Committee chairman Neil Parish
said: "One-third of food produced
for human consumption is lost or
wasted globally, and in the UK over
£10bn worth of food is thrown
away by households every year.

"Economically, food waste costs
households hundreds of pounds a
year and causes increased disposal
costs to local authorities, pushing
up council tax bills.

"Socially, it is a scandal that people
are going hungry and using food
banks when so much produce is
being wasted.

"And environmentally, it is a
disaster, because energy and
resources are wasted in production
only for the food to end up rotting
in landfills where it produces
methane - a potent climate-
changing gas."

Food waste costs the average
person in the UK £200 per year, the
report said.

The average household lost £470 a
year because of avoidable food
waste, while those with children
lost £700, it said.

The report said about two-thirds of
the potential reduction in UK food
waste would need to come from
action at a household level.

It said it would be "hugely
challenging" to reduce food waste
further and would require "a
considerable  investment  of

resource”.

In their report, Food Waste in AConservative victory in the general election
) . i could put the final nail in the coffin of hopes
INCOMING % for the restoration of free higher education in

government should establish a : England. This would be a shame, because it is

national food waste target for not such a barmy plan.

i Like many of Jeremy Corbyn’s ideas, it is more

It should examine how ¢, than hard left. Scotland has maintained

lessons onfoodand avoiding waste :  free higher education, as of course have the

could be incorporated into the i great majority of other European countries. It
i is England that is out of step, even if - in our
i arrogant insularity, now reinforced by Brexit
i fantasies - some people assume everyone else
i will have to follow us down the poisoned path
i to high-fee, market-mad higher education.

The English funding regime is also expensive
i in terms of public resources, and probably
i unsustainably so. The simple truth is that the
i fees students pay have to be funded from
i public sources in the first place, and a good
i chunk - maybe half - will never be recovered
i from graduates. Many will never earn enough
for repayments to kick in, or else they may
i emigrate and their loan will have to be written
i off —at which point this becomes “rea

. Waste reduction body : expenditure.

Wrap,acharltywhmhhelpspeople i So the system isn't working, but what's to be
and businesses reduce waste, . .

. i done? There are two options. The first, avidly
should have sufficient money from : ursued by the government in its higher
the government to maintain its : P y 9 9

England, the MPs said:
. The

England.

curriculum.

efforts in raising awareness.

. Food businesses and
retailers over a certain size should :
be forced to separate food waste

for collection.

. Supermarkets should :
be required by the government to
publish data on the amount of food
they bin. The report commended :
Tesco for already doing so and
Sainsbury's for moving in the same

direction.
. Retailers

food they give away to charities.
. Retailers

packets.

. Retailers should make
food storage instructions cleareron

packaging.

. The next government
should work with restaurants on :
reducing waste by, for example, i
offering smaller portions, reducing
sides, and
encouraging the taking home of :

the amount of

leftovers.

It also called for a review of whether

"best before dates" were needed at all.

While "use by" dates refer to food
safety, "best before" labels refer i

only to quality.

Foods will be safe to eat after the
"best before" date, but may not be

at their best.

should
increase the amount of surplus :

should
improve their packaging by, for i
example, increasing resealable :

|rr

public

education and research bill, is to increase the
fees cap - a little — while driving down the
average fee level - a lot - by flooding the
market with low-cost and low-fee for-profit
providers.

In parallel, repayment terms are being made
tougher, leading to mounting graduate debt
and probably higher levels of non-repayment.
A post-Brexit labour market will force even
more graduates into low-paid jobs (and
encourage more to flee the UK). This might
allow the student loan book to be sold to
vulture capitalists, because the real risk of
default will remain with the taxpayers.

The other option is to devise a plan to return
to free higher education. The reaction to this

« launch of EidSmiles2017

Hosted by Lord Sheikh, the official launch of
EidSmiles2017 took place at the House of
Lords in London on Tuesday 25th April
2017. Speakers Included Faruk Miah MBE,
Emrul Islam MBE, Shale Ahmed and Sufe
Miah.  The event was attended by
supporters and well-wishers from across the
country.

“Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for,

forgotten by everybody, | think that is a
much greater hunger, a much greater
poverty than the person who has nothing
to eat”
“This is the powerful quote by Mother
Teresa that is behind EidSmiles and our
simple desire to make a small difference to
the lives of individuals who are less
fortunate than ourselves” said Faruk Miah
MBE the founder of JustSmiles the
organisation behind the #EidSmiles2017
campaign.

Smiles

EidSmiles2017 launched at
House of Lords

Moved by the

“EidRespect” blog
written by
renowned
Bangladeshi

photographer GMB
Akash, along with
his friends Afzala
and Hanif, Faruk came up with their very own
campaign to help the poor and vulnerable
#EidSmiles2016.

The idea was very simple, raise small
amounts of money from their close family
and friends and use the funds to put a smile
on the faces of the poor and helpless.
Working in partnership with the charity
Newark Youth London,

#EidSmiles2017 aims to work closely with
young people to teach them the values of
charitable giving. The campaign will run
until 9thJune 2017. JustSmiles has a simple
mission to connect communities through
collaboration and reach #onemillionsmiles
across the globe within the next decade! At
the heart of the campaign is the desire to
bring people together regardless of race,
religion or geography.

The official event was followed by dinner at
the Troia Restaurant, supported by Ibrahim
Dougas, founder of the British Kabab Awards.

Jeremy Corbyn's plan to end student
- tuition fees is far from barmy

i Peter Scott

of most people is that it would be wonderful
but it is not realistic. But the alternative - the
rush to market, consuming large sums of
unaccountable public money - isn't very
realistic either and poses great risks for the
academic quality and international standing
of English higher education. Allowing degree-
awarding powers to be bought and sold is not
a great idea.

A return to free higher education is perfectly
possible. It is a fiction that the state no longer
provides the bulk of the funding for English
higher education. The government provides
nearly all the upfront funding, on-balance
sheet in terms of substantial grants to
institutions and off-balance sheet because the
Student Loans Company raises all its funding

i from the state.

The cash cost of free tuition would be the price
i offorgiving the half of existing student loan debt
i that might possibly be recovered. Even that
i would be in the future, not now. It would not
i cost billions to get rid of tuition fees.
Economists can measure the positive impact,
i in terms of extra tax revenue and additional
i spending power, produced by relieving
i graduates of the shadow of heavy debt. But
i think also of the potential positive impact in
i terms of morale among graduates, and on
i their increased appetite for innovation -
¢ which even this government recognises is
¢ badly needed in a Britain where productivity
has stagnated or even gone into reverse.

¢ Then there is social justice. More equal access
¢ would also produce a boost to productivity by
using the talents of all the people, not just half

- the posh half. | have never been convinced
by the water-runs-up-hill argument that high

i fees have produced fairer access. The
i negligible extent to which it may have been
i true since 2010 is a reflection of the fact that

students were heavily subsidised initially, to
assuage the guilt of the Lib Dems. Let's see

¢ what happens long-term if a rightwing Tory
i government that puts loans on a proper
commercial footing is entrenched in office.

i This is all just one example of the
¢ contradiction at the heart of political life.
¢ Labour's policies, even under Corbyn, are
¢ popular, whether it's abolishing student fees,
¢ spending more on the NHS, or sorting out the
pseudo-privatised railways. But voters just
i don't believe they can be delivered, certainly
i not by Corbyn. They abandon hope - and
i embrace (false) truth.
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Can Wikitribune combat fake news?

"The news is broken and we can fix it", says
Jimmy Wales, cofounder of Wikipedia.

He promises us that his new venture,
Wikitribune , will fix the news. He tells us
that it will fight and expose "fake news" and
bring back our trust, as readers, in news
organisations. No more gatekeeping, he
says. Volunteers from the public will work
alongside professional journalists to fact
check news stories and re-establish news
credibility.

All of that is going to be achieved through
crowdfunding.

No ads, no dependence on clicks, Wales
explains. Wikitribune is going to be free of
an owner's editorial control. Instead, he
promises us something entirely different:
community control.

Wales is telling us that to "support
Wikitribune means ensuring that journalists
only write articles based on facts that they
can verify". We are going to be able to see
their sources, he claims. It is going to be
evidence based journalism. The community
support is going to come in the form of
crowdfunding and Wales admits that
Wikitribune will need to recruit at least 10
full-time journalists for this "new tool" to
materialise.

In short, what Wales is trying to tell us is
that "citizen journalists" will be working
alongside professional journalists to bring
us accurate, fact-based news in response to
what is coined as "fake news".

Plagiarism vs journalism

What Wales does not tell us is whether
those "citizen journalists" or "community
members", as he identifies them, are going
to be paid?

Having community members feed in the
news and then having these news items

edited and authored by professional
journalists, will make the end product
closer to plagiarism than to real journalism
- except that the original author of those
stories will be aware of what is going to
happen and will probably indirectly
consent to have his/her story edited and
authored by a professional journalist.
Wales claims equality between the
volunteers and the journalists, but what the
model seems to suggest is a hierarchy of
importance among authors.

Nevertheless, a difference between
professional and citizen journalists in terms
of skills do exist - that is why we still train
professional journalists in graduate schools.
To have community members verify
sources and facts and maybe have them
author stories without payment does not
make them equal to professional
journalists.

So the question pops up again, are they
going to be paid for the work they do? If so,
they should not be labelled as "volunteers".

i i . 1“‘,‘.!'
Jammy Wales founder of Wikipedia and Wikitribune

Besides, we might be faced with another
ethical dilemma here.

Journalism  students and journalism
schools' fresh graduates, who are seeking
internships and work experience, might
join such a venture and end up being
labelled as "volunteers". They would be
producing work of a professional journalist,
but will still not be paid for their work.

The ability to combat fake news lies in
having a team of fact checkers. They have
become an essential support mechanism
for journalism. The size of a fact-checking
team depends on the size of the news
organisation. If Wikitribune aims to cover
global news, a team of 10 journalists won't
be enough to carry on the job as other
journalists have already indicated.

As a result, the platform will have to rely
heavily on "volunteers" and "community
members" to fact check news stories and, in
that, | see a model closer to "exploitation”
than anything else.

Repeating Wikipedia's mistakes

A modelin which "anyone can flag or fixan
article and submit it for review" might not
be the best way to tackle fake news or to
tackle inaccurate news stories, considering
that those 10 journalists might be over
swamped with work and they might not
have the time to do a proper review.

In this system, we will encounter mistakes
similar to those we have been seeing in
Wikipedia. Those mistakes tend to cause
the same harm as fake news. Mistakes in
Wikipedia, in the end, are mere lies listed as
facts.

Meddling with Wikipedia accounts has
become a tool in media wars between
political and economic rivals and also
between countries that are in conflict over
territory or that have conflicting historical
narratives.

We know that in the coverage of politics, for
example, fake news stories are sometimes
disseminated by figures of authority. That
is why journalists need fact checkers. Fact
checking has become a field of its own,
with its own tools, software and training. It
might not be a simple straight forward job
ajournalist can do, or has time to do.

I'm not suggesting Wikipedia has not
revolutionised the world of encyclopaedias,
but | - just like many of my academic
colleagues - still deter my students from
using Wikipedia as a research source.
Wikitribune may not be similar to Wikipedia
in this sense, but it is a thought to keep in
mind.

Open-source unlimited funding

A question is also to be raised in relation to
Wikitribune's financial independence. Is
there a limit to how much a supporter can
donate? If not, how would Wikitribune
guarantee continuity of independence if
supporters, who may have "donate" a lot of

money to this venture, have a say in what
stories they want covered and matter to
them? Sustainability of crowdfunding is an
ongoing debate and large sum donations
might jeopardise the independent, free and
transparent news platform the founder is
aiming to achieve.

Factual, truthful, honest and evidence-
based journalism is what professional
journalism is about. It is what good
journalism is about.

It is true that "the news is broken",
journalism is broken, but we need to be
more realistic about what we can achieve
with suggested platforms such as
Wikitribune and what we cannot achieve.
Considering all of the above, this
"community control" approach cannot fix
the broken news. This venture raises more
questions than it gives answers. Involving
the community in flagging fake news
stories is always a good idea. Readers and
audiences are what should matter to
journalists and news producers. Being free
from advertisement and ownership
pressures is a dream for every journalist, but
open-source unlimited funding might not
make it so.

Dr Zahera Harb is senior lecturer in
International Journalism at City, University
of London. She worked previously as a
broadcast Journalist in Lebanon for local
and international news organisations. She
is board member of Ethical Journalism
Network and several other professional and
academic editorial boards. Harb has
published extensively on Middle Eastern
media and politics.

The views expressed in this article are the
author's own and do not necessarily reflect
Al Jazeera's editorial policy.

If Theresa May is happy to call out anti-Semitism in other parties,
isn't it time she addressed Islamophobia in her own?

By Migdad Versi

Itis quite reasonable to expect that in this day and age,
all bigotry will be challenged and scrutinised rigorously.
But sadly it seems that some forms of bigotry are more
acceptable and alive than others.

Last week, the Prime Minister condemned the
“questionable record” of David Ward at PMQs, saying
voters would be “disappointed” that the Liberal
Democrats selected the ex-MP as a candidate, despite
accusations of anti-Semitism. Ward was subsequently
barred from standing again for the party, and many
congratulated Theresa May for standing up against
xenophobic sentiment.

Yet later that very same day, the Conservative party
effectively condoned prejudice by selecting Zac
Goldsmith - a man who ran what has roundly been
described as an Islamophobic campaign for the Mayor
of London (an approach he continued after the election
ended, denying any racism) - to run as its MP.

So what are we supposed to make of this apparent
hypocrisy?

The most charitable explanation is that the Prime

Minister refuses to see last year's mayoral election as an
incidence of Islamophobia, even though there is a
wealth of evidence to the contrary.

The problem with this position is that over and above
commentators and politicians from the left of the
political spectrum, Goldsmith’s very own sister Jemima
Khan publicly criticised his campaign and lifelong
Conservative journalist Peter Oborne described
Goldsmith’s campaign as “the most repulsive | have
ever seen as a political reporter”.

Even senior Conservatives such as Andrew Boff said the
campaign's tactics could not be described as “dog
whistling” subtle racism as “you can't hear a dog
whistle” whereas “everybody could hear this". Boff went
further by stating that Goldsmith’s campaign was
“outrageous” as it "was effectively saying that people of
conservative religious views are not to be trusted” - the
very definition of bigotry.

A more sinister explanation is that the Prime Minister
recognises that Islamophobia happened, but tolerates
it, believing it not to be as politically damaging as claims
of anti-Semitism.

One can only hope that is not the case.

Yet when even the former Chair of the Conservative
party Sayeeda Warsi says, “There is a simmering
underbelly of Islamophobia in the Conservative party”,
it should give any reasonable person cause for concern.
As should the Government's apparent lack of concern
for Islamophobia being cited as the reason for the
resignations of Dr Chris Allen and Professor Matthew
Goodwin from the anti-Muslim hatred working group.
But the problem runs much deeper.

In England, sitting MP Philip Davies caused controversy
in a 2007 speech when he called on mosques to fly the
Union Jack. A year earlier he had refused to apologise
after saying: “If there’s anybody who should f*** off it's
the Muslims who are doing this kind of thing”, referring
to what turned out subsequently to be a false story in
the Sun which had claimed that a ‘Muslim hate mob’
had vandalised a house in Windsor and daubed the
words ‘f*** off’ on the building.

Meanwhile, in 2010 Philip Hollobone MP called the
burka "the religious equivalent of going around with a
paper bag over your head with two holes for the eyes”.
Just last year David Davies MP claimed that the Islamic
tradition requiring women to wear face and head
coverings is “an excuse for sexual violence against

women”. In 2013 a Tory councillor compared Muslim
children to black plastic bin-liners and another Tory
council candidate said a year later it was “good to be
anti-Islam” and called Islam the “religion of peace and
rape”.

In Scotland, a Tory councillor last year backed attacks
on fasting during Ramadan and calls to outlaw Muslim
veils. Meanwhile, a Tory candidate due to stand in May's
local elections was suspended after he told Muslims
concerned about gelatine in flu inoculations to “shut
your whingeing mouths, no wonder people get sick to
the back teeth of you! If you are that way minded go
and live in a Muslim country”. Another Tory candidate
attacked the French authorities after the Nice attack
saying they “brought it on themselves. They supported
the Muslims”.

And the list goes on.

Of course some of these have been dealt with in some
way by the party, but the number of incidents is truly
staggering. These have not, however, been sufficient
for the Conservatives to hold an independent inquiry
into Islamophobia, as has been called for by the largest
umbrella body of Muslim organisations in the UK.
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Mini cab

DRIVERS

Had an accident
that wasn't your fault?

WE HAVE PCO LICENSED AND
INSURED REPLACEMENT
VEHICLES AVAILABLE
IMMEDIATELY

PRESTIGE J» 02085231555

TAXI-PRIVATE HIRE

PRESTIGE HAS A VEHICLE SUITABLE
FOR YOU WHETHER IT’S A VW
SHARAN, A ZAFIRA, A VECTRA OR A
MERCEDES BENZ SALOON
INCLUDING C, E AND'S CLASS ALL
COME EFULLY INSURED AND PCO
N=ElIS={=p}

DON’'T DELAY CALL US NOW ON
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Had an accident,

FIUT@MEC

VEHICLE MANAGEMENT
www.

co.uk

We can manage
your whole claim
and this service
is FREE to you!

Vehicle recovery
and storage

Vehicle Repair or
total loss
Replacement vehicle
PCO licenced vehicles
For mini cabs
Personal injury
representation by
specialist No Win -
No Fee solicitors

R GG G e | LB I (S L | F It F It’-) CALL US on
s SIstls -— 020 8983 2088
SRR SfEe Ter ISl auit or non-rauit: or 0845 838 1185
sforaet - oTE Either way, let us help to get you back on the road
and you could receive a bonus payment of up to £500!
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