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London Enterprise Academy

Secondary school in
Whitechapel offering:

e Small class sizes with strong
discipline
New modern classrooms with
iPads for every student
High quality teaching and learning
Broad and balanced curriculum

A menu of enrichment activities to
choose from

Yeaf 6 Visit us for Year 7, 8 & 9 places

093“ Monday 25 September 4 - 7pm
D ays Monday 2 October to Friday 7 October 9:30am - 12:15pm
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81 91 Commercial Road, London E1 1RD
T: 020 7426 0746  E: info@londonenterpriseacademy.org

www.londonenterpriseacademy.org
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Britain’s first nationwide
FREE Bengali newsweekly

WWW.WEEKLYDESH.CO.UK
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LMC Business Win
Floor 2, 46 Whitec

, Suite 2
apel Road, E1 1JX

T: 020 7096 1188
M: 07539 316 742

E: info@eastendtraining.co.uk
W: www.eastendtraining.co.uk

ﬁrﬁwmmi—im
ey LA

¢ Eastend Training is an exam centre for over
50 courses including ESOL, Maths and ICT.

To book your ESOL exam please call 02070961188

EASTEND TRAINING riinsven

Home of Lifelong Learning

Osmani centre

= ESOL A1, A2, B1 & B2
= Food Hygiene Level: 1,2,3,& 4
m Health & Safety Level 1,2,3 & 4

= Child Protection & First Aid

= Immigration Home Inspection Report

Free Life in the UK courses available
No pass no fee for trinity B1 courses
Terms and conditions apply.

ABDUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY
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Jewellers

et Gobd Spocialist

Kowaj

QX TTE0 23TT

/

. I
C i I OI i Ei q C.l | i l Mohammad Kowaj Ali Khan
Owner of Kowaj Jewellers

o TG (I QA RS GrerH Foefa woics
G0 S=E M | A 9T Pol TR FAIGR AL
FREHG NI G M =R |
T ARCHI AP &R (@R & |
310 Bethnal Green Rd, London E2 0AG
Tel: 0207729 2277

» Cab Drivers & Small Shops
» Builders & Plumbers

» VAT

» Payroll

» Company Formations

» Business Plan
» Tax Return

GFICNBB TS ?

SIElE S (el 77, GHEBe TEiee S 9E

HM Revenue
& Customs

T/AN\T

ACCOUNTANTS

» Accounts for LTD Company
» Restaurants & Take Away

Direct Line: 07528 118 118

Registered Agent With HM Revenue & Customs

07428 247 365
T 02034117843

69 Vallance Road
London E1 5BS ‘

E: info@tajaccountants.co.uk
W: www.tajaccountants.co.uk

Mr. Abul Hyat Nurujjaman

We are registered licence
holder in public practice

Capstone’s Offer

Our Services *d% LONDON

+ Statutory Accounts & Audit a{e)= TRAINING

« Sole Trader & Partnership > CENTRE
Accounts ...

« Property Rental Accounts
« Business Plan & Projections

*T&C apply

ror CAB DRIVERS

*T&C apply
for

Restaurant, Takeaway & Other Businesses
with an experienced, reliable & friendly service.

020 3490 6705,

(

A KM Jalal Uddin ACCA
Chartered Certified Accountant

Company Formation

« Self Assessment Tax Returns
Capital Gain Tax
Corporation Tax Returns
VAT Returns & Payroll (RTI)

Call us today on

CAPSTONE

ACCOUNTANTS & TAX ADVISERS

07944 286718

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING COURSES

® FOOD HYGIENE

©® HEALTH & SAFETY

©® HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
® FIRSTAID

©® TEACHING ASSISTANT

©® FIRE AWARENESS

® CUSTOMER SERVICE

® (SCS (Health & Safety for
construction industry)

©® REFRESHER COURSE

for nurses/ health & social care workers

. Business Development Centre, UNIT 7
Call: 020 7377 5966 | 07961 064 965 7-5 Greatorex Street, London E1 5NF

info@londontrainingcentre.com | www.londontrainingcentre.com

. 50e Greatorex Street, London E1 5NP
e: info@capstoneaccountants.co.uk | www.capstoneaccountants.co.uk

* Offers end 3 months after this advert published. For full terms and conditions please call us.

® il nefe. ' ASDAN

%grs
DELIVERING

THE BEST §
FOR LESS

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

HOMFE INSDECTINN REDNRT
® HOME INSPECTION REPORT FOR

IMMIGRATION PURPOSES
® FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

® GRANT/FUND MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANCY AND APPLICATION
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Property Mortgage Ffa:

(o]

First Time Buyer
Shared Ownership
Help to Buy London
Right to Buy
Specialist Buy to Let

Bridging
Development Finance
Second Charge Loan
O Business Loan

O O 0O 00O O0O0OOo

v" With complex income
On visa

Past credit problems
Default

AN NN

Commercial Mortgages

Missed mortgage payments

financial services

Looking for the best Mortgage?

WAl SINTTRA Extensive Mortgage Lenders AITCNE (YTH A Y9N

Here at Beneco Finance we help you access specialist residential and buy to let
mortgage products that are tailored for individuals -

VAT & design extra.
Limited period only

To Book an Appointment,
please call 02036332575

Beneco Financial Services, 5 Harbour Exchange, Canary Wharf, London E14 9GE.
Tel : 02036332575 Email : info@benecofinance.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage

Roller Banners

from €39

With Stand & Carry Case.

5000 A5 Leaflets

tvom £0O

Printed full colour, single side on

. o
mrprinters

QUALITY PRINTING AT TRADE PRICES SINCE 1991

Our excellent customer service and high quality printing make us the most
reliable printing partner for all the projects you need done.

SPECIAL OFFERS

KipMcGrath

EDUCATIONCENTRES
-

130gsm gloss.
flaiv... vibvant-... big

o u>.' impact...
> ® Concepts ® Menus @ Brochures ® Posters

[ ]

“ ® Corporate ID ' " @ Stationary @ Calendars m ® Vinyl Banners
m @ lllustration = ® Flyers @ NCR Bill Books n ® Pull-up Banners
a ® Print .- ® Leaflets ® Wedding Cards m © Pop-up Stands
J=m @ Display ® Posters ©® Magazines BEES e Prints on Canvas
U ® Web n ® Folders ® Books u © A Boards

50,000 A4 Menus

won £000

Printed full colour on 130gsm gloss.
Excludes design and delivery

020 8507 3000 | info@mrprinters.co.uk | www.mrprinters.co.uk

07958 766 448 | Unit 4, 24 Thames Road, Barking, Essex 1G11 OHZ
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Mahmadur Rashid
Chairman
07956289748

Abdal Miah
Treasurer
07981796894

M.A.Ahad

President, UK advisory committee
07438028482

Cllr Shamsul Islam Shelim
Joint Secretary
07958412650

Misbah Jamal
Secretary
07957124487

Aklasur Rahman Al
Membership Secretary
07946072722

Whitechapel College

Serving the community since 2005

Good News for Minicab/PCO Drivers
NO PASS NO FEE

We are the only recognised and most reputable
Institution in East London for TFL approved
B1 Engllsh LanguageTest or NVQ Level-3.

We offer A2 for Spouse Visa,
B1 for Settlement and British Citizenship
according to the new Law of the Home Office

We do Life in the UK test course with intensive care.
Level-4, 5 and 6 funding courses are
available for UK and EU Nationals.

Whitechapel College
67 Maryland Square, Startford
London E15

THF

Mob: 07943 173 554
Tel: 0208 555 3355

:.: UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

|Empe

Email: info@whitechapelcollege.org.uk

Web: www.whitechapelcollege.org.uk
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OPENING
SOON

GOF CASH & CARRY

(BARKING)

640 RIPPLE ROAD
BARKING, ESSEX
IG11 OSN

Y 80 T=a T Gfére SIS G e
' TR B 1 e R

Tel: 020 8593 2286 / 020 7537 6001
Open: Mon-Sat: 9am - 6.30pm Sun: 10am - 5pm

www.gandhiorientalfoods.co.uk

TR feaio I as F1f
GANDHI CASH & CARRY

Mile End Road

Gandhi Cash & Carry
231/233 Mile End Road
London E1 4AA

Ripple Road

GOF House , Unit 5,

A13 Approach (Rima House)
Ripple Road, Barking,

Essex 1G11 ORG

We accept major debt/credit cards Visa ‘ mﬂ

Thomas Road

GOF House

42-44 Thomas Road
London E14 78B)
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S & M building Maintenance Itd

m SYSTEM TO COMBI BOILER CONVERTION

u BOILER SERVICE & NEW INSTALLATION

u CENTRAL HEATING POWER FLASHING

u LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE

m ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING WORK

# COOKER SERVICE & INSTALLATION No: 231695
® REFURBISH THE WHOLE HOUSE

ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY
UNIT 21-THE WHITECHAPEL CENTRE
85-MYRDLE STREET LONDON E1 1HL | =

FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY

'E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!!

S(19HE Payment+ paper work + certificate +
CRISITTATSt FaHfa Main insurance co - €& 1,
broker- & 1T 74 | SR &I TG

Paying too much?

Example, STHE 9@ %9
8/ 724 No Claim Bonus +

REGISTER

Email:

Insurance

Mob 07863 289758
1107985 262 696

s-m-building
| @hotmail.com

'WE BOOK UMRAH
FULL PACKAGE

TICKET ® HOTEL 3-5 STARS® VISA ® TRANSPORT
EXPERIENCED MUALLIM TOUR GUIDE AROUND MECCA AND MADINA

ayment amount (0% up-to

Clean Licence 211 96 ST ST WA Direct Debit ~&@ TT4ITH

T $0-380 ATTE TS HANH T8I
P2 FIEE &) O A FARITD
T 9-9¢ AT 475 Fa0T |

Serving for last 8 years  (We do not help CAB/TRADE Insurance)

TO GET A QUOTE Please Call (Mon-Sat 9am-8pm)

Mr. Ali : 07950 417 360 (T-Mobile), Tel: 02081 230 430, Fax: 02078 060 776
Email: cheapquote@hotmail.co.uk, Suite 10, 219 Bow Road, London E3 2SJ
www.facebook.com/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
www.sites.google.com/site/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
(Please find us in you tube and Google by typeing (e3 cheap car insurance broker)

/0w

W 4405 insurance 3 w1 |

Your insurance will be updated in MID
(Motor Insurance Database) www.askmid.com

ZAM ZAM TRAVELS

MONEY TRANSFER AND CARGO
388 GREEN STREET, LONDON, E13 9AP

CA  « 02084701155

X zamzamtravelsuk@gmail.com
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e Courier Service_

oavels e Cargo_ e Mo Open

a~£_=-_’:>—~.\

baxsala-ah

Transfer

wmﬁw

7 days
a week
10am-8pm
CARGO
SERVICES

W SR e Rede
fafen g w2 |

B TR i ¢ PR

Hotline: 0207 790 1234 (PBX)
Direct: 0207 702 7460

TRAVEL SERVICES

CHEAP AIR TICKETS FOR
INTERNATIONAL &
DOMESTICFLIGHTS ON YOUR
CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS

HAJJ & HOLIDAY PACKAGES

LOW COST FLIGHTS TO ANY CITY
AROUND THE WORLD

WORLDWIDE CARGO SERVICE

WE CAN HELP WITH: Passport - No
Visa - Renewal Matters

%cﬂwﬁmﬂﬁ

W O OU3pae -9 (@O
8 AN 307 A

M) 00 R 6 S QR ey e & S

B Worldwide Money Transfer
RIREIREUCT I (BN -
Bureau De Exchange
8 FETCAITER 9% g

@ Ql'lﬁ? We buy & sell

BDTaka, USD, Euro
313-319 COMMERCIAL ROAD w3 8 Basme
LONDON E1 2PS, F: 0207 790 3063 4SlISISERS SRR GIRIENIKELE
E: kushiaratravel@hotmail.com T TSl 3R |

FII, I ¢ &N W-REw

B Instant Cash Service

T T, TOT ANEF, TG VLT

s@E PIeF, TEq VI, T VT
e AT e e, @S A
FTARCEC FHIRHE VI, BT AT

o =

JRAPIZ ABNZ 9 12 CAeT
1 L6188 THOID I AT

SEND
MONEY TO
BANGLADESH

“T&C Apply

Ls=alow ey

131 Whitechapel Road
London E1 1DT, 020 7247 2119
(Oposite East London Masjid)

Lsral.on

425 High St North Manor Park

London E12 6TL, 020 8552 6067
(Oposite Baitur Rahman Masjid)

EVERY DAY 10AM T0 8PM - |

Taka nale Line : 020 7247 0800
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» VAT
» Payroll

» Cab Drivers & Small Shops
» Builders & Plumbers

» Company Formations
» Business Plan
» Tax Return

TN\

ACCOUNTANTS

» Accounts for LTD Company
» Restaurants & Take Away

OFTCNCOT TS ?

SIRE W (T T, @IS 5L TEICS N2 [T

69 Vallance Road
London E1 5BS

E: info@tajaccountants.co.uk
W: www.tajaccountants.co.uk

Mr. Abul Hyat Nurujjaman

We are reqgistered licence
holder in public practice

HM Revenue
& Customs

Registered Agent With HM Revenue & Customs

DirectLine: 07528 118 118
07428 247 365
T 02034117843
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The Role: The successful candidate must be:
¢ | AQualified Islamic Scholar (i.e. an 'Aalim &
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Address: East End Islamic Centre,
98/104 Plashet Road Upton Park London
E13 0RQ

The Position: Khateeb & Imaam

¢ | Hafizdh ul Quraan with excellent tajweed
¢ | skills from a recognised traditional Islamic
institute).

i | Able to converse fluently in English and
i | Arabic Languages, with good social,
i | management and communication skills.

¢ | Hard working, enthusiastic and use own
i |initiative.

i |Able to work closely with the Masjid
i | management and the local Muslim and
i | non-Muslim community

! | Main Duties:

i | Sharing the leading of daily five times
i | prayers

i | Sharing the Leading of Friday prayers and
i | Arabic Khutbah, including the delivering of
i | apurposeful, invigorating talk before hand
i | to the diverse Muslim community.

Teaching at the evening Madrasah\Weekend
Madrasah and providing a weekly lesson of
choice for adults.

Sharing the Leading of Eid Sermons,
Friday Khutbahs, Janazah, and Nikkah
ceremonies.

Sharing the Leading of Taraweeh prayers
in Ramadhaan if Hafidh ul Quraan
Delivering Regular lectures, youth
programmes, women’s programmes and
counseling.

Liaising with statutory and non statutory
bodies for the betterment of the Muslim and
non Muslim community

Any other duties assigned to the employee
reasonably by the management or by
mutual agreement.

Salary — dependent on qualifications and
level of experience

Only UK citizens will be considered.

For more information please contact:
07852 961439/ 07956 236644

Please email your CV to
eeislamiccentre@gmail.com

HARIS BUILDERS
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Dr. Mizanur Rahman
MSc, DHMS, D.Hom, MD(AM)PhD

Dr. Ahmed Hossain
MA, D.Hom(England)

Secretary Chairman
British Bangladesh Traditional

Doctor’s Association in The UK

271a Whitechapel Road
(2nd Floor, Room G)
London E1 1BY

Tel : 020 3372 5424
Mob : 07723 706 996, 07931 750 250
Email : homoeoherbal@yahoo.co.uk

SRR GRS
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British Bangladesh Traditional
Doctor's Association in The UK
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simplecall

simplecall is...
honest

e Genuine minutes
e No hidden charges

e No connection fees

simplecall.com

020 343 50181
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Tareq Chowdhury
Principal

This firm is Authorised and regulated
by Solicitors Regulation Authority

Kingdom Solicitors

Commissioner for OATHS
our services

m Immigration

m Employment
m Litigation

m Benefit

m Family & Children = Landlord & Tenant

m Lease Transfer
m Force Marriage
Problem
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IMMEDIATELY.
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REGISTERED.

DON’'T DELAY CALL US NOW ON

PRESTIGE J» 02085231555
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Aung San Suu Kyi is not worthy
of her Nobel Peace Prize

Jeremy Corbyn calls on
Aung SanSuuKyitoend
Burma's violence against

Rohingya Muslims

Jeremy Corbyn has appealed to
Burma's leader Aung San Suu Kyi
to end the violence against a
Muslim minority in her country.
Reports of atrocities committed
against Rohingya Muslims in
Burma's Rakhine state have
caused widespread concern,
while more than 400,000 people
thought to have fled to
Bangladesh to seek refuge from
persecution.

The Labour leader will make a i
direct plea to Ms San Suu Kyi over
the plight of the Rohingya in his i
keynote speech to his party's

annual conference in Brighton.

Mr Corbyn will say: "l say this :
today to Aung San Suu Kyi, a :
champion of democracy and
human rights, end the violence
now against the Rohingya in i
Myanmar and allow the UN and
international aid agencies into

Rakhine state.

"The Rohingya have suffered for

too long."

Burmese security officials and |
insurgents from the Rohingya
have accused each other of :
burning down entire villagesand
committing massacres in the :
region and the Burmese military i
launched the latest crackdown :
on 25 August following a series of
attacks blamed on separatist :

militants.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Ms Suu
Kyi, whose position as state i
counsellor does not give her :
authority over the military, has |
faced international criticism for :
her failure to speak out against :
alleged human rights abuses

terrible situation”.

ended.

¢ More than halfBrtish people support

acial profling o Muslims and Arabs for

More than half of British people would
support the racial profiling of Muslims and
Arabs for security reasons, a survey has
revealed.

i The “UKattitudes toward the Arab world” poll
i showed stark differences between the views
i held by Conservative, Labour and Liberal

Democrat supporters, and those on opposing
sides of the Brexit debate.

Almost 80 per cent of Leave voters, for
example, believed the Arabs who migrated to

i the UK "have failed to integrate in Western

including mass killings, gang societies and live in isoIatec? communities”,
rapes and the burning of villages. but only 45 per cent of Remain voters felt the
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson ; same, bringing the average down to 63 per
last week called on Ms Suu Kyi to cent. . .
"show the leadership she is Arpupd two thirds of pro-EU respondents said
capable of to try to heal that i Britain should welcome more refugees from
i Syria and Iraqg, but 91 per cent of Brexiteers

Theresa May has also vowed the thoyght the UK.shouId take in fewer people

: S .~ i fleeing the conflicts.
UK will stop training troops in : .
Burma until the crackdown it i Overall, only 28 per cent thought migrants

i and refugees from the Arab world were

Eleven men have been arrested under
anti-terror laws as part of a national
investigation into neo-Nazi group
National Action, police have said.
The arrests include six people from
north-west England, two from South
Wales, one from Wiltshire, and two
from West Yorkshire.

National Action became the first far-
right organisation to be banned in the
UK last year.

Eleven properties are being searched
across England and Wales.

Those arrested - aged between 22
and 35 years-old - are all suspected of
membership of National Action.

Six are also being questioned about
preparing acts of terrorism and five
are suspected of funding terrorism.
Being a member of - or inviting
support for - a proscribed
organisation is a criminal offence
carrying a sentence of up to 10 years

Eleven arrests after investigation
into Neo-Nazi group

in prison.

Home Secretary Amber Rudd has
previously described National Action
as "a racist, anti-Semitic and
homophobic organisation".

The arrests were a result of two
separate investigations coordinated
across a number of police forces, Neil
Basu, senior national co-ordinator for
counter-terrorism policing, said.
Detective Chief Superintendent
Martin Snowden, head of the North
East Counter Terrorism Unit, said:
"Those who promote extreme right-
wing views are looking to divide our
communities and spread hatred.
"This will not be tolerated and those
who do so must be brought to
justice."

Earlier this month, three men -
including two British soldiers - were
charged under anti-terror laws with
being members of National Action.

beneficial to Britain.

When respondents were asked if they would
support racial profiling against Arabs or
Muslims for security reasons, 55 per cent
agreed and 24 per cent disagreed overall.
But when split by how respondents voted in
this year's general election, 72 per cent of
Conservative  voters  supported the
suggestion, followed by 40 per cent Labour
and 40 Liberal Democrat.

But almost three quarters believed that
Islamophobia was worsening in the UK and
that statements by politicians, commentators
and public figures were increasing the risk of
hate crime.

More than 2,100 people were surveyed by
YouGov in the weighted poll for Arab News in
conjunction with the Council for Arab-British
Understanding (Caabu).

Chris Doyle, the director of Caabu, said racial
profiling would not be the “right cure” for the
continued terror threat against the UK
following four Isis-linked terror attacks this

. year.

“It is clear that lot of people are fearful and

i concerned about security in the aftermath of
i attacks in Britain,” he told The Independent.

i “A lot more needs to be done looking at how
racial profiling would not make people more
i secure and could have a very detrimental
i effect and cause a lot of antagonistic feeling.

“Itis clear that lot of people are

: fearful and concerned about security
: in the aftermath of attacks in
 Britain,” he told The Independent.

 “Alot more needs to be done

: looking at how racial profiling would
: not make people more secure and

: could have a very detrimental effect
: and cause a lot of antagonistic
 feeling,

: "The result reinforces other findings
: on the attitudes to refugees,

: immigrants and Islamophobia.”

SBqUrity reasons, survey reveals

“The result reinforces other findings on the
attitudes to refugees, immigrants and
Islamophobia.”
More than half of respondents associated
Arab culture with strict gender roles and Islam,
with a quarter linking it with extremism and
14 per cent with violence, while statements
like “innovative” and “forward thinking” were
on 1 per cent.
Most respondents said they felt British foreign
policy in the region had been ineffective at
upholding human rights and promoting
global security, while 83 per cent believe
Britain was wrong to go to war in Iraq in 2003
and 53 per cent support continued military
involvement against Isis.

Despite giving opinions on wide-ranging
subjects including the status of Israel and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, more than
half of respondents admitted having “limited
knowledge” of the Arab world and another 25
per cent said they “don't know anything”
about the region.
Most people said they would not travel to the
region and a large proportion of respondents
also wrongly identified countries including
Iran, Afghanistan, Israel and Turkey among
those being considered for the survey’s
purposes.
Mr Doyle said it was concerning that the vast
majority of people said they knew nothing
about the Middle East when understanding is
needed “more than ever”.

“Levels of ignorance provide the base for
increasing hostility,” he added.
“If we're going to be a truly global Britain, that
is going to impact very negatively - we need
to embrace the outside world.”
Mr Doyle pointed to “stereotypes” revealed by
the survey, including the perception that all
Arab nations are wealthy and less than 1 in
100 people linking Christianity to the region.
He urged politicians to avoid “dehumanising”
language when discussing immigration and
refugees, adding that changes to the UK's
“Eurocentric” education system could increase
understanding, alongside more positive
media coverage of the Middle East.

Faisal J Abbas, the editor of Arab News, said:
“The poll results strongly suggest that the UK
public is dissatisfied with British diplomatic
intervention in the Arab world, but that Brits
also lack knowledge about some of the
complexities of the region."
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Myanmar: Who are the Rohingya?

Why are the more than one million Rohingya in Myanmar
con5|dered the 'world's most persecuted minority?

Who are the Rohingya?

The Rohingya are often described as "the world's most
persecuted minority".

They are an ethnic group, majority of whom are Muslim,
who have lived for centuries in the majority Buddhist
Myanmar. Currently, there are about 1.1 million Rohingya
who live in the Southeast Asian country.

The Rohingya speak Rohingya or Ruaingga, a dialect that
is distinct to others spoken in Rakhine State and
throughout Myanmar. They are not considered one of the
country's 135 official ethnic groups and have been denied
citizenship in Myanmar since 1982, which has effectively
rendered them stateless.

Nearly all of the Rohingya in Myanmar live in the western
coastal state of Rakhine and are not allowed to leave
without government permission. It is one the poorest
states in the country with ghetto-like camps and a lack of
basic services and opportunities.

Due to ongoing violence and persecution, hundreds of
thousands of Rohingya have fled to neighbouring
countries either by land or boat over the course of many
decades.

Where are the Rohingya from?

Muslims have lived in the area now known as Myanmar
since as early as the 12th century, according to many
historians and Rohingya groups.

The Arakan Rohingya National Organisation has said,
"Rohingyas have been living in Arakan from time
immemorial," referring to the area now known as Rakhine.
During the more than 100 years of British rule (1824-1948),
there was a significant amount of migration of labourers to
what is now known as Myanmar from today's India and
Bangladesh. Because the British administered Myanmar as
a province of India, such migration was considered internal,
according to Human Rights Watch (HRW).

The migration of labourers was viewed negatively by the
majority of the native population.

Afterindependence, the government viewed the migration
that took place during British rule as "illegal, and it is on this
basis that they refuse citizenship to the majority of
Rohingya," HRW said in a 2000 report.

This has led many Buddhists to consider the Rohingya to
be Bengali, rejecting the term Rohingya as a recent
invention, created for political reasons.

How and why are they being persecuted? And why aren't
they recognised?

Shortly after Myanmar's independence from the British in
1948, the Union Citizenship Act was passed, defining which
ethnicities could gain citizenship. According to a 2015
report by the International Human Rights Clinic at Yale Law
School, the Rohingya were not included. The act, however,
did allow those whose families had lived in Myanmar for at
least two generations to apply for identity cards.

Rohingya were initially given such identification or even
citizenship under the generational provision. During this
time, several Rohingya also served in parliament.

After the 1962 military coup in Myanmar, things changed
dramatically for the Rohingya. All citizens were required to
obtain national registration cards. The Rohingya, however,
were only given foreign identity cards, which limited the
jobs and educational opportunities they could pursue and
obtain.

In 1982, a new citizenship law was passed, which effectively
rendered the Rohingya stateless. Under the law, Rohingya
were again not recognised as one of the country's 135
ethnic groups. The law established three levels of

citizenship. In order to obtain the most basic level
(naturalised citizenship), there must be proof that the
person's family lived in Myanmar prior to 1948, as well as
fluency in one of the national languages. Many Rohingya
lack such paperwork because it was either unavailable or
denied to them.

As a result of the law, their rights to study, work, travel,
marry, practice their religion and access health services
have been and continue to be restricted. The Rohingya
cannot vote and even if they jump through the citizenship
test hoops, they have to identify as "naturalised" as
opposed to Rohingya, and limits are placed on them
entering certain professions like medicine, law or running
for office.

Since the 1970s, a number of crackdowns on the Rohingya

documented fires burning in at least 10 areas of Myanmar's
Rakhine State. More than 480,000 people have fled the
violence, with thousands trapped in a no-man's land
between the two countries, according to the UN refugee
agency (UNHCR).

The UN has also said that hundreds of civilians who have
tried to enter Bangladesh have been pushed back by
patrols. Many have also been detained and forcibly
returned to Myanmar.

How many Rohingya have fled Myanmar and where have
they gone?

Since the late 1970s, nearly one million Rohingya have fled
Myanmar due to widespread persecution.

According to the most recently available data from the
United Nations in May, more than 168,000 Rohingya have

in Rakhine State have forced hundreds of thousands to flee
to neighbouring Bangladesh, as well as Malaysia, Thailand
and other Southeast Asian countries. During such
crackdowns, refugees have often reported rape, torture,
arson and murder by Myanmar security forces.

After the killings of nine border police in October 2016,
troops started pouring into villages in Rakhine State. The
government blamed what it called fighters from an armed
Rohingya group. The killings led to a security crackdown
on villages where Rohingya lived. During the crackdown,
government troops were accused of an array of human
rights abuses, including extrajudicial killing, rape and arson
- allegations the government denied.

In November 2016, a UN official accused the government
of carrying out "ethnic cleansing" of the Rohingya. It was
not the first time such an accusation has been made.

In April 2013, for example, HRW said Myanmar was
conducting a campaign of ethnic cleansing against the
Rohingya. The government has consistently denied such
accusations.

Most recently, Myanmar's military has imposed a
crackdown on the country's Rohingya population after
police posts and an army base were attacked in late
August.

Residents and activists have described scenes of troops
firing indiscriminately at unarmed Rohingya men, women
and children. The government, however, has said nearly
100 people were killed after armed men from the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) launched a raid on police
outposts in the region.

Since the violence erupted, rights groups have

fled Myanmar since 2012.

Following violence that broke out last year, more than
87,000 Rohingya fled to Bangladesh from October 2016 to
July 2017, according to the International Organization for
Migration.

Many Rohingya also risked their lives trying to get to
Malaysia by boat across the Bay of Bengal and the
Andaman Sea. Between 2012 and 2015, more than 112,000
made the dangerous journey.

Prior to the violence that began in August, the UN
estimated that there are as many as 420,000 Rohingya
refugees in Southeast Asia. Additionally, it said there were
around 120,000 internally displaced Rohingya.

Since the violence in Myanmar's northwest began, more
than 480,000 Rohingya have fled to Bangladesh, UNHCR
said. It added that more than 1,000 people, mostly
Rohingya, may have been killed in Myanmar.

What do Aung San Suu Kyi and the Myanmar government
say about the Rohingya?

State Chancellor Aung San Suu Kyi, who is the de facto
leader of Myanmar, has refused to really discuss the plight
of the Rohingya.

Aung San Suu Kyi and her government do not recognise
the Rohingya as an ethnic group and have blamed violence
in Rakhine, and subsequent military crackdowns, on those
they call "terrorists".

The Nobel Peace Prize laureate does not have control over
the military but has been criticised for her failure to
condemn indiscriminate force used by troops, as well as to

stand up for the rights of the more than one million
Rohingya in Myanmar.

The government has also repeatedly rejected accusations
of abuses. In February 2017, the UN published a report that
found that government troops "very likely" committed
crimes against humanity since renewed military
crackdowns began in October 2016.

At the time, the government did not directly address the
findings of the report and said it had the "the right to
defend the country by lawful means" against "increasing
terrorist activities", adding that a domestic investigation
was enough.

In September 2016, Aung San Suu Kyi entrusted former UN
chief Kofi Annan with finding ways to heal the long-
standing divisions in the region. While many welcomed the
commission and its findings, which were released this
August, Azeem Ibrahim, a senior fellow at the Center for
Global Policy, argued it was just a way for Aung San Suu Kyi
to "pacify the global public opinion and try to demonstrate
to the international community that she is doing what she
can to resolve the issue".

Annan was not given the mandate to investigate specific
cases of human rights abuses, but rather one for long-term
economic development, education and healthcare.

When setting up the commission, Aung San Suu Kyi's
government said it would abide by its findings. The
commission urged the government to end the highly
militarised crackdown on neighbourhoods where
Rohingya live, as well as scrap restrictions on movement
and citizenship.

Following the release of the August report, the
government welcomed the commission's
recommendations and said it would give the report "full
consideration with the view to carrying out the
recommendations to the fullest extent ... in line with the
situation on the ground".

On the latest round of violence, Aung San Suu Kyi
condemned a "huge iceberg of misinformation" on the
crisis, without mentioning the Rohingya who have fled to
Bangladesh.

On September 19, she gave a televised address,
condemning "all human rights violations" in Rakhine.

She said that Myanmar was ready "at any time" to verify the
status of those who have fled the violence in the last
month. She did not specify who would be qualified to
return and did not elaborate on how the verification
process would work.

Her speech was criticised by Rohingya refugees, as well as
activists who accused her government of "burying their
heads in the sand".

The government has often restricted access to northern
Rakhine States for journalists and aid workers. Aung San
Suu Kyi's office has also accused aid groups of helping
those it considers to be "terrorists".

In January, Yanghee Lee, a UN special rapporteur on
human rights in Myanmar, said she was denied access to
certain parts of Rakhine and was only allowed to speak to
Rohingya who had been pre-approved by the government.
The country has also denied visas to members of a UN
probe investigating the violence and alleged abuses in
Rakhine.

What does Bangladesh say about the Rohingya?

There are more than half a million Rohingya refugees living
in mostly makeshift camps in Bangladesh. The majority
remain unregistered.

Bangladesh considers most of those who have crossed its
borders and are living outside of camps as having "illegally

Continued on page 36 ...
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Saudi women driving
ban lifted: Euphoria

and sarcasm

Riyadh's decision to overturn a ban on women
driving in the kingdom spurs euphoria and

sarcasm on social media.

Barely a week after a senior Saudi

scholar said women in the
country should not be allowed to
drive because they have "a
quarter the brainpower of men",
Saudi Arabia's king issued a
decree that women will now be
able to obtain a driver's licence.

The decree said that women
would be allowed to drive "in
accordance with the Islamic laws"
and a high-level committee of
ministers has been set up to
organise the implementation of
the order.

Saudi state TV said that the
rollout of the changes would take
until June 2018. However, the
Saudi ambassador to the United
States reportedly said that Saudi
women with a driver's licence
from any of the GCC states would
be allowed to drive immediately
in the country.

Euphoria and disbelief

The decision has sparked
euphoria and disbelief among
activists in the kingdom, which
was the only country in the world
to still ban women from driving.
Dr Madawi al-Rasheed, a Saudi
academic, congratulated the
women activists in a tweet and
wished for "political and civil
rights  and an  elected
government" to follow.

She also warned that the decision

was aimed at diverting attention
from Saudi Arabian human rights
abuses, such as the arrest of
political dissidents.

Loujain Halthloul, a Saudi activist
who was imprisoned for 72 days
in the winter of 2014 for
attempting to cross the UAE
border into Saudi Arabia in her
car, tweeted two words: "Thank
God".

Halthloul and another female
activist, Maysaa al-Amoudi, who
was also detained, have been
credited  with  successfully
campaigning against the driving
ban.

Manal al-Sharif, who started the
Women2Drive campaign in 2011,
heralded the change that she saw
her country going through.

She later posted a picture of
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman with the caption "And
they blame me for loving you."
However, reactions from around
the world pointed out that Saudi
Arabia's new decree was not as
progressive as the kingdom
hoped it would be received.
Other Twitter users pointed out
that Saudi women are still under
the male guardianship system,
which among other things,
prevents them from travelling
without permission of the men in
their family.

Muslim suraeon who volunteered to

treat Manchester homb victims stabbed

In neck outside mosque

A Muslim surgeon who treated Manchester
Arena victims said he has forgiven a man who
stabbed him in the neck outside a mosque in
a hate crime attack.

Consultant Nasser Kurdy, who operated on
those injured in the outrage in May, was
stabbed from behind with a knife as he
walked into Altrincham Islamic Centre in Hale,
Cheshire just before 6pm yesterday.

The 58-year-old victim suffered a three
centimetre wound to the back of his neck and
was taken to Wythenshawe Hospital for
treatment, where he works as a consultant
orthopaedic surgeon.

On Monday the father of three, from a Syrian-
Jordanian family, was preparing to go back to
work to treat his patients as the police
investigation continued.

He said: "God was merciful to me yesterday. It
could be a nerve, an artery, a vein, the gullet.
The neck is the contact between the body and
your head, but fortunately it was just the
muscle.

"As | entered the grounds of the premises, | felt
that pain and the blow to my neck.

"l turned around and saw this gentleman in a
threatening pose. | did feel threatened, | did
feel vulnerable."

He rushed inside and, fearing the attacker may
follow, grabbed a chair and dashed outside,
but his attacker had fled.

Police later made two arrests and said they
were treating the incident as a hate crime.
Mr Kurdy has worked as a doctor for four
decades, after coming to Britain to study
medicine in 1977 and working in Perth,
Dundee and Northampton before settling in
Manchester in 1991.

He was going to the Islamic Centre for mid-
afternoon prayers and a committee meeting,
as he is a lay imam, sometimes giving
sermons, and vice chairman of Altrincham and
Hale Muslim Association.

Mr Kurdy said, ahead of giving a police
statement, that he could not say what his
attacker said to him, but was in "no doubt" he
was attacked because he was entering the
Islamic Centre.

But he added he feels no anger towards his
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attacker.

He said: "He is not representative of what this
country stands for. | have absolutely no anger
or hate or anything negative towards him. |
have declared it, | have totally forgiven him.
"He could be a marginalised person within his
own community."

But Mr Kurdy said he felt hate crimes against
Muslims were escalating on the back of terror
incidents including the Arena bombing and
the Parsons Green tube attack.

"The climate is very threatening, very
worrying. Something could have happened,
horrible, yesterday.

"The atmosphere that is around has allowed for
that.

"There needs to be acknowledgement that hate
crimes against Muslims are on the increase and
they are becoming more physical.

"It's not just someone saying something verbally, or
somebody pulling a headscarf or what have you, it
is now taking that extra step and | think that extra
step is what has started worrying and frightening
people.

"There are very senseless acts of insanity taking
place, which can only fuel anger and hate.

"We can't hide away from what happened in
Manchester, what happened around the country
and the recent Tube incident. That will fuel hatred
and anger.

"People need to know there are Muslims like myself.
I've worked hard, I'm a surgeon, | treat people. |
have a wonderful community. My colleagues at
work respect me and value my contribution.

"l don't think | can see anybody more integrated
than | am. | get invited to sit on services in the
synagogue, service on Remembrance Sunday,
I'm always in the church at All Saints.

"I'm sure people don't get to see that, all they get
to see is those crackpots."

Mr Kurdy said Muslims at the Islamic Centre were
now frightened and security will be reviewed.

hate crime

The centre has suffered a brick through its
windows, graffiti and a rubbish bin set alight in the
past.

Greater Manchester Police said two men, aged 32
and 54, were arrested within an hour of the attack.
Both of the men are understood to have been
arrested in the local area.

The force is treating the matter as a hate crime but
not terrorism related.

Assistant Chief Constable Russ Jackson said: "This is
avery nasty and unprovoked attack against a much-
loved local man."

Dr Khalid Anis, a spokesman for the Altrincham &
Hale Muslim Association, said: "It could have been
very, very serious.

"There were definitely abusive comments made -
obviously he was in shock at the time, he had just
been stabbed, so the detail of those comments |
don't know, but there were definitely abusive
comments made by the attackers at the door of the
mosque.

"We understand it was a knife, he is very lucky.

"The fact they attacked an orthopaedic consultant who
devoted his life to helping others is really quite
poignant.”

Other Muslim leaders condemned the attack.
Harun Khan, secretary general of the MCB, said on
Sunday: "We are shocked to hear of the stabbing
of a prominent Muslim surgeon outside
Altrincham mosque today in what the Greater
Manchester Police have described as a hate
crime.

"We are relieved to hear that the victim's injuries
are not currently critical.

"Our prayers are with the victim, his family and
the local community."

He called on the Prime Minister and Home
Secretary to implement the Government's
Hate Crime Action Plan.
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Inschool, but learning nothing

Six out of 10 children and
teenagers in the world are failing to
reach basic levels of proficiency in
learning, warns a hard-hitting
report from the United Nations.
The UN describes the findings as
"staggering" and representing a
"learning crisis".

Much of the focus of international
aid in education has been on the
lack of access to schools,
particularly in poorer countries in
sub-Saharan Africa or in conflict
zones.

But this new research from the
Unesco Institute for Statistics warns
of the lack of quality within schools
- saying more than 600 million
school-age children do not have
basic skills in maths and reading.
Huge divide

In sub-Saharan Africa, the research
suggests 88% of children and
adolescents will enter adulthood
without a basic proficiency in
reading.

And in central and southern Asia,
81% are not reaching an adequate
level in literacy.

The report warns any ambitions for
social and economic progress will
be stifled without a literate and
numerate population.

In North America and Europe, only
14% of young people leave
education at such a low level. But,
the UN research suggests, only 10%
of the world's school-age children
live in these more affluent,
developed regions.

"Many of these children are not
hidden or isolated from their
governments and communities -
they are sitting in classrooms," said
Silvia Montoya, director of the
Unesco Institute for Statistics.

She said the report was a "wake-up
call for far greater investment in the
quality of education".

This problem of "schooling without
learning" was also highlighted by
the World Bank in a report this
week.

It warned that millions of young
people in low- and middle-income

countries were receiving an
inadequate education that would
leave them trapped in low-paid
and insecure jobs.

The president of the World Bank,
Jim Yong Kim, introducing the
report, said the failures in
education for so many represented
"a moral and economic crisis".

-
Researchers warned of pupils in

Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and
Nicaragua who after years in school
were unable to do simple sums or
read simple sentences.

A basic level of proficiency in

primary school was reached by i
99% of pupils in Japan, but by only

7% of pupils in Mali, they said.
There were also wide gulfs within

countries. At the end of primary !
school in Cameroon, only 5% of :
girls from the poorest families were

at a level to continue with their
education, compared with 76% of

girls from wealthy families, the |
i and has also been called "uninhabitable" by rights

report said.

What's to blame?

The World Bank study examined
the factors underlying such poor
achievement:

that in the poorest countries many
pupils arrived at school in no
condition to learn

suffered from malnutrition and ill
health, the World Bank said, and

the deprivation and poverty of their :

home lives could mean they began : atrial against Myanmar, and against the Myanmar army

i ataninternational tribunal” on charges of genocide.

school physically and mentally
underdeveloped
There were

also concerns about the quality of :

teaching, with too many teachers : Myanmar's government to allow the return of hundreds

not being particularly well : of thousands Rohingya refugees.

educated themselves

There was
also a

sub-Saharan Africa, which has been
linked to teachers not being
regularly paid

The World Bank's chief economist,
Paul Romer, said there had to be a :

more honest admission that for
many children being in school did

not mean worthwhile lessons.

He said progress would depend on
recognising that "the facts about
education reveal a painful truth".
Lack of testing

The report warned of a lack of
scrutiny over standards and the
absence of even basic information

about pupil achievement.

While the debate in Western
countries has been about excessive
testing, the World Bank said that in
poorer countries, there was "too

too much".

But the researchers also pointed to

countries that had made progress,
such as South Korea and Vietnam.

And at the United Nations last week
there were international pledges

for greater investment in

education.

"I have decided to set education as

a top priority of French
development and foreign policy,"
said French President Emmanuel
Macron.

Former UK Prime Minister and UN
education envoy Gordon Brown
said he wanted
Partnership for Education, which
channels aid to education projects,
to have funds worth $2bn (£1.5bn)
by 2020.

The European Union announced
that 8% of its humanitarian budget
would be spent on education.

For children missing
because of the conflict in Syria, the
Education Above All Foundation

charities, committed an extra $60m
(£45m).
"Funding our education goal will

desk. It will unleash opportunity
and hope," said Mr Brown.

the  Global her metabolism, with a series of

World's heaviest woman, who suffered
from rare thyr0|d condltlon dies aged 31

Eman Ahmed Abd El Aty, who was
once believed to be the world's

i heaviest woman, has died in hospital
i shortly after her 37th birthday.

Ms Ahmed had a rare thyroid
condition which drastically affected

knock-on effects on her heart,
kidneys and respiratory system.

i Ms Ahmed had travelled to Mumbai
¢ for treatment from her home in Egypt

in February this year.
She weighed 504kg when she was

¢ admitted to the hospital, but had
school i

apparently lost over 250kg after
extensive surgery.

i Before treatment, her family said she

and Unicef, along with other ¢ had been unable to leave the house

for 25 years.
She underwent bariatric surgery -

¢ which often involves the fitting of
do far more than place a childata Which GTLen IIVOIES the fitting o a

gastric band or the removal of a
portion of the stomach - and was put

Ms Ahmed was later transferred to
Burjeel Hospital in Abu Dhabi after
disagreements between the family
and staff at Saifee hospital in Mumbai
over the cost of treatment and the
amount of weight she had actually
lost while she was an inpatient.

A team of 20 specialists were
assigned to her care, and further
operations were planned for later in
the year.

However, on Friday her condition
deteriorated  dramatically  and
hospital staff said she died on
Monday.

In a statement, staff at the Burjeel
Hospital in Abu Dhabi said: “Eman
Abdul Atti... had been under the
supervision of a medical team of over
20 doctors from different specialities
who were managing her medical
condition from the time she arrived in
the UAE. Our prayers and heartfelt
condolences go out to her family.”

little measurement of learning, not

onaliquid diet.

Myanmar: Who are the Rohingya?

Continued from page 34...

infiltrated" the country. Bangladesh has often tried to
prevent Rohingya refugees from crossing its border.

In late January, the country resurrected a plan to
relocate tens of thousands of Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar to a remote island that is prone to flooding

groups. Under the plan, which was originally
introduced in 2015, authorities would move
undocumented Myanmar nationals to Thengar Char in

i the Bay of Bengal.

It warned Rights groups have decried the proposal, saying the

island completely floods during monsoon season. The
UN also called the forced relocation "very complex and

: controversial",

Many had Most recently, Bangladesh's foreign minister labelled

i the violence against the Rohingya in Myanmar "a

genocide". The country's National Commission for
Human Rights also said it was considering "pressing for

Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina visited a
Rohingya refugee camp in September and called on the
UN and the international community to pressure

She said that Bangladesh would offer the refugees
temporary shelter and aid, but that Myanmar should

problem  of teacher : 00N "take their nationals back".

absenteeism in some countries in i

Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh have told Al Jazeera
that the government's aid thus far as been inadequate,
with many saying they haven't received any kind of
government help.

Refugees in Bangladesh have been banned from
leaving the overcrowded border areas. Police check
posts and surveillance have been set up in key transit
points from stop Rohingya from travelling to other

¢ parts of the country.

What does the international community say about the
Rohingya?

The international community has labelled the Rohingya
the "most persecuted minority in the world".

The UN, as well as several rights groups such as
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, have
consistently decried the treatment of the Rohingya by
Myanmar and neighbouring countries.

The UN has said that it is "very likely" that the military
committed grave human rights abuses in Rakhine that
may amount to war crimes, allegations the government
denies.

In March, the UN adopted a resolution to set up an
independent, international mission to investigate the
alleged abuses. It stopped short of calling for a
Commission of Inquiry, the UN's highest level of
investigation.

The UN investigators must provide a verbal update in
September and a full report next year on their findings.
Rights groups have criticised the government's
reluctance to accept the UN investigators.

Human Rights Watch warned that Myanmar's
government risked getting bracketed with "pariah
states" like North Korea and Syria if it did not allow the
UN to investigate alleged crimes.

In response to the latest round of violence, UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned of the risk
of ethnic cleansing, calling on Aung San Suu Kyi and the
country's security forces to end the violence.

In early September, Guterres also warned of a looming
"humanitarian catastrophe” if the violence does not
end.

UN human rights chief Zeid Ra'ad al Hussein urged
Myanmar to end its "brutal security operation” against
the Rohingya in Rakhine, calling it a "textbook example
of ethnic cleansing".

Both UN officials said they completely supported the
findings of the advisory commission, led by Kofi Annan,

and urged the
recommendations.
What is the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army?

The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), formerly
known as the al-Yageen Faith Movement, released a
statement under its new name in March 2017, saying it
was obligated to "defend, salvage and protect [the]
Rohingya community".

The group said it would do so "with our best capacities
as we have the legitimate right under international law
to defend ourselves in line with the principle of self
defence".

The group is considered a "terrorist" organisation by the
Myanmar government.

In its March statement, the ARSA added that it does
"not associate with any terrorist group across the world"
and does "not commit any form of terrorism against any
civilian[s] regardless of their religious and ethnic origin".
The statement also said: "We [....] declare loud and clear
that our defensive attacks have only been aimed at the
oppressive Burmese regime in accordance with
international norms and principles until our demands
are fulfilled."

The group has claimed responsibility for an attack on
police posts and an army base in Rakhine State.
According to the government nearly 400 people were
killed, the majority of whom were members of the
ARSA. Rights groups, however, say hundreds of civilians
have been killed by security forces.

Rights group Fortify Rights said it has documented
that fighters with the ARSA "are also accused of
killing civilians - suspected government 'informants'
- in recent days and months, as well as preventing
men and boys from flee Maungdaw Township".

On September 9, the group declared a month-long
unilateral ceasefire in Rakhine to enable aid groups
to address the humanitarian crisis in the area.

government to fulfil its
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Take a knee for justice:
Protest white power!

by John Sims

When you mix US sports, capitalism, white supremacy
and black protest together, you are headed for nuclear
social reset.

We are indeed in hurricane season. This time it is the
president who is blowing his whirlwind Trumpcane to
the NFL by calling protest-kneelers "sons of bitches" and
suggesting that they should be fired and that there
should be a boycott of the of NFL if the owners do not
"fire or suspend” offending players.

And now he has withdrawn the White House invitation
to the "hesitating" Stephen Curry of the NBA's Golden
State Warriors.

This is exactly the kind of behaviour from Trump that |
forecasted in my recent piece, "Five reasons to like
President Donald Trump" (aka "Trumpty Dumpty sat on US
all"). And when you mix American sports, capitalism, white
supremacy and black protest together, you are headed for
nuclear social reset. So get your popcorn, favourite beer
and fire extinguisher ready, because things are going to get
very hot as we head to Super Bowl 2018.

American sports is a billion-dollar industry, a national
pastime where communities are formed and reinforced
by the nature of physical competition. From little
leagues to college ball to baseball to boxing, and even
to old men golfing, this nation loves its sports - more
than healthcare, education and social justice. Winning
high school sports programs are the crown jewels of
many communities - sometimes, where literacy and
graduation rates are embarrassing.

College sports, for example, define not only alumni
identity and endowment-giving, but polarise millions
of folks who haven't even been to college. College
coaches are gods, often making a higher salary than the
presidents who hire them. People bet on sports, create
fantasy leagues and date and divorce around the
culture of sports.

The mega-multitude of sports bars and arenas across
the US should be more than enough evidence to show
how enmeshed sports are in American culture. Detroit
has one of the worst housing situations in the country,
but it also has three professional sports stadiums. This
addiction to sports is more powerful than crack, crystal
meth and fidget spinners. And don't even get me
started about the grip that sneakers and sports-clothing
culture has and had over the youth of today, yesterday
and yester-yesterday. And when you add alcohol to
sports spectatorship, as many fans do, you just might
get all the elements for folks to reveal how they really
feel and think, plus some added violence.

However to be fair - and interestingly enough - sports
have also been the place to make the biggest
statements about the myth of group supremacy and
the hope for social equality.

We saw this with Jesse Owens in the 1933 Olympics. |
am sure Hitler was pissed that a black man outran his
supposedly superior Aryans and while white America
(the racist ones, too) rejoiced in victory, black America
basked in redemption and collective pride. Jackie
Robinson's role in the integration of baseball changed
American sports forever, while Billie Jean beating
Bobby Riggs in tennis was a victory for both women in
tennis and feminism. And off the playing field, the great
Muhammad Ali gave America its most stunning
knockout punch when he showed our nation that
integrity and moral consciousness are more important

than championships titles.

Many sports heroes have done plenty to advance social
and political issues both then and now. The question is
whether we are doing enough to support their actions,
not after the fact or decades later, but in the moment
of need. Maybe we should ask Tommie Smith and John
Carlos, the black Olympic medalists who raised their
black-gloved fists in the name of protest almost 50
years ago, only to be met afterwards with instant
rejection. Also, we should ask Colin Kaepernick.

We like (American) football. Hail Mary passes for last-
second touchdowns, fumbles, fourth down and two
inches, out-of-nowhere interceptions and running
backs who defy the laws of physics are all the things
that parallel the ups and downs of life. We are all
looking for that touchdown. Plus, the Super Bowl is the
most watched event in the world featuring halftime
performances from pop stars and the introduction of
new, witty, clever advertisements.

So last season when Colin Kaepernick (San Francisco)
took a knee during the national anthem to make a
statement about police brutality against black and
brown men, he created a national stir. This was a bold
and courageous move, given that about 70 percent of
NFL players are black men, while 83 percent of the fans
are white (64 percent white men) and almost all of the
owners are white. His protest seems to have cost him
his job, since he is still unsigned even when less-skilled
quarterbacks have been picked up, which raises the
question of whether or not he has been penalised for
protest behaviour. Meanwhile, the NFL Players
Association named Kaepernick an MVP for his
philanthropy and activism, and countless other NFL
players, athletes from other sports and celebrities have
made statements of support. But still no job. And it is
unclear how the owners think they can get away with
this without a serious backlash.

And why, and forgive me for asking, are we playing
the national anthem at sports games anyway? So we
can fake sing words we don't know? Shouldn't there
be a separation between sports and state, like there
is between church and state?

Nevertheless, after his Alabama speech President
Trump where he chimed in on all of this, he added
fuel to fire with this tweet:

The president has put himself in a bind. How can he

call NFL kneelers "sons of bitches" but say that some
of the folks on the side of the KKK and Neo-
Confederates are "good people"?

He has also put the NFL owners in a bind. If they
come down on kneeling players and force patriotic
gesturing, they will face increasing protests from the
Black Lives Matter movement and supporters, and if
they protect freedom of speech for their player and
hire Colin back they will face a boycott led by the
president. Either way, now, the Super Bowl brand

has become a football headed for a historic
explosion, caught between a kneeling protesting
player and a tweeting psycho-patriotic president.
NFL commissioner Roger Goodell released this
statement:

"The NFL and our players are at our best when we
help create a sense of unity in our country and our
culture. There is no better example than the amazing
response from our clubs and players to the terrible
natural disasters we've experienced over the last
month. Divisive comments like these demonstrate
an unfortunate lack of respect for the NFL, our great
game and all of our players, and a failure to
understand the overwhelming force for good our
clubs and players represent in our communities."
Trump's comments seem to have backfired and
sparked widespread kneeling and the locking of
arms between players and even with some owners.
The Pittsburgh Steelers head coach ordered his
players to stay in the locker room during the anthem.
All did, except one player who was a veteran. The
Tennessee Titans and Seattle Seahawks were also
absent for the anthem.

A number of Trump-supporting owners offered
statements supporting the players while being very
critical of President Trump. Robert K Kraft, friend and
campaign donor of Trump and owner of the New
England Patriots, one of the more conservative
teams in the league, released the following
statement through their website:

"I am deeply disappointed by the tone of the
comments made by the President on Friday. | am proud
to be associated with so many players who make such
tremendous contributions in positively impacting our
communities. Their efforts, both on and off the field,
help bring people together and make our community

stronger. There is no greater unifier in this country than
sports, and unfortunately, nothing more divisive than
politics. | think our political leaders could learn a lot
from the lessons of teamwork and the importance
of working together toward a common goal. Our
players are intelligent, thoughtful and care deeply
about our community and | support their right to
peacefully affect social change and raise awareness
in a manner that they feel is most impactful.”

Not every NFL owner closed ranks against Trumps,
Jerry Jones, owner of the Cowboys, has gone on
record stating that he does not believe that political
statements should be made during the anthem.
While | appreciate the newly found lovefest between
players and owners, let us not forget why Kaepernick
got on a knee in the first place. Let us not forget the
hurricane of police brutality ravishing black
communities all across America. Or that Kaepernick's
"amazing response" demonstrated "an unfortunate
lack of respect for the NFL". Well, this "overwhelming
force for good" might be debatable, when you factor
in the rejection of Colin Kaepernick and add in the
powerful optics of white supremacy - black men
running up and down the field making their white
owners richer or the racist mascot on the helmet of
the Washington Redskins, in our nation's capital no
less - it becomes a shameful sight. And perhaps most
troubling is the catastrophic effect of concussions on
players' post-career lives.

Is this sport (along with boxing) scrambling these
athletes brains? Research suggests, "yes". Most recently,
it has been revealed that the former New England tight
end Aaron Hernadez, who was convicted of murder and
later killed himself in prison, had a severe case of the
degenerative brain disease chronic traumatic
encephalopathy (CTE), due to repeated head trauma.
This makes me wonder if the game is turning these
players into madmen.

In any case, these issues must be addressed
immediately.

In closing, I have the following messages for our key
players:

To President Trump, aka Trumpty Dumpty, who may
have invertedly politicised more players and owners
and gotten Colin Kaepernick his job back in the near
future, | ask that he reframe from the use of "sons of
bitches". This is not presidential.

To the NFL and team owners who might want to use
Trump's "fire and suspend" order as a pretext to cosy
up to the players and avoid the consequences of
blacklisting a valuable player, | remind them that
there is no way out for them unless they get Colin
Kaepernick back to work. If he is not hired, there will
be calls for a continued boycott against the NFL and
its glorious Super Bowl, putting the NFL at risk of
taking two knees, a tackle and concussion of its own.
To the black and brown communities - who have
suffered the most from police brutality, from whom
Kaepernick spoke up, | say our support is a requirement,
not an option, if we are to succeed. And for all the
supporters of social justice, we cannot turn our backs
on the ones that speak up when the world is watching.
We cannot allow what happened to Tommie Smith and
John Carlos in 1968 happen to Colin Kaepernick, for if
we do, we have learned nothing about the power of
solidarity, support and community. We must stand
behind the soldiers of justice.
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