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simplecall

simplecall is...
honest

¢ Genuine minutes
e No hidden charges

e No connection fees

simplecall.com

020 343 50181

2
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, Suite 2 T: 020 7096 1188
apel Road, E1 1JX M: 07539 316 742

= ESOL A1,A2,B1 & B2

® Food Hygiene Level: 1,2,3,& 4

m Health & Safety Level 1,2,3 & 4

®m Child Protection & First Aid

= Immigration Home Inspection Report

LMC Business Win
Floor 2, 46 Whitec

ﬁrﬁwami—im
ey LI

E: info@eastendtraining.co.uk
W: www.eastendtraining.co.uk

¢ Eastend Training is an exam centre for over
50 courses including ESOL, Maths and ICT.

To book your ESOL exam please call 02070961188

EASTEND TRAINING riinsven

Free Life in the UK courses available
No pass no fee for trinity B1 courses

Osmani centre Terms and conditions apply.

Home Of Lifelong Learning ABDUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY
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Jewellers
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G0 SHE M | A 9T Pol TR FAIGR AL
FREHG NI G M =R |
TR ARCHE AP G2 (@R 7 |
310 Bethnal Green Rd, London E2 0AG
Tel: 0207729 2277

Mohammad Kowaj Ali Khan

Owner of Kowaj Jewellers
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Capstone’s Offer

*T&C apply

ror CAB DRIVERS

*T&C apply

Restaurant, Takeaway & Other Businesses
with an experienced, reliable & friendly service.

A KM Jalal Uddin ACCA
Chartered Certified Accountant

for

(

Our Services

e Statutory Accounts & Audit
« Sole Trader & Partnership

Accounts
« Property Rental Accounts

« Business Plan & Projections
Company Formation

« Self Assessment Tax Returns
Capital Gain Tax
Corporation Tax Returns
VAT Returns & Payroll (RTI)

Call us today on

020 3490 6705, 07944 286 718

CAPSTONE

ACCOUNTANTS & TAX ADVISERS

. 50e Greatorex Street, London E1 5NP
e: info@capstoneaccountants.co.uk | www.capstoneaccountants.co.uk

* Offers end 3 months after this advert published. For full terms and conditions please call us.

88 LONDON
afef= TRAINING

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING COURSES

® FOOD HYGIENE

©® HEALTH & SAFETY

® HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
® FIRSTAID

©® TEACHING ASSISTANT

® FIRE AWARENESS

® CUSTOMER SERVICE

® (SCS (Health & Safety for
construction industry)

® REFRESHER COURSE

for nurses/ health & social care workers

[ —

. Business Development Centre, UNIT 7
Call: 020 7377 5966 | 07961 064 965 7-5 Greatorex Street, London E1 5NF

info@londontrainingcentre.com | www.londontrainingcentre.com

4;15 Hirihﬁehf ncfe_ > € ASDAN

%a'trs
DELIVERING

THE BEST
FOR LESS

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

HOME INSPECTION REPORT
® HOME INSPECTION REPORT FOR

IMMIGRATION PURPOSES
® FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

® GRANT/FUND MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANCY AND APPLICATION

AV
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financial services

Beneco Financial Services
- 020 3633 2575

Tel
Email :

A SR AHCOATS
TGS FAFGIT AT (A

AL Teofer e AfF |

info@benecofinance.co.uk
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Roller Banners

from €39

With Stand & Carry Case.
VAT & design extra.
Limited period only

tvom £0O

Printed full colour, single side on
130gsm gloss.

5000 A5 Leaflets

. o
mrprinters

QUALITY PRINTING AT TRADE PRICES SINCE 1991

Our excellent customer service and high quality printing make us the most
reliable printing partner for all the projects you need done.

SPECIAL OFFERS

50,000 A4 Menus

#on £000

Printed full colour on 130gsm gloss.
Excludes design and delivery

flaiv... vibvant-...
> ® Concepts ® Menus @ Brochures
[ ] .
“ ® Corporate ID ' " ® Stationary @ Calendars
m @ lllustration = ® Flyers @ NCR Bill Books
m ® Print .- ® Leaflets ® Wedding Cards
J=m  © Display ® Posters ©® Magazines
U ©® Web n @ Folders ® Books

bi
im?mal'...

® Posters

® Vinyl Banners
© Pull-up Banners
© Pop-up Stands
® Prints on Canvas

© A Boards

020 8507 3000 | info@mrprinters.co.uk | www.mrprinters.co.uk

07958 766 448 | Unit 4, 24 Thames Road, Barking, Essex 1G11 OHZ
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Whitechapel College

Serving the community since 2005

Good News for Minicab/PCO Drivers
NO PASS NO FEE

We are the only recognised and most reputable

Institution in Ea

st London for TFL approved

B1 English Language Test or NVQ Level-3.

We offer A2 for Spouse Visa,

B1 for Settlement and British Citizenship
according to the new Law of the Home Office

We do Life in the UK test course with intensive care.
Level-4, 5 and 6 funding courses are
available for UK and EU Nationals.

Email: info@whitechapelcollege.org.uk
Web: www.whitechapelcollege.org.uk
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Signs, Banners Stamps, Printing & Art Services
PFC, Restaurant, Takeaway, Grocery, Oﬁ"lce, Shop Sign Specialist

SPECIAL OFFERS

Banner from £30.00

MENUE
10,000 £299 = =

25,000 @4@@ =

50,000 £699 =
1) G0ERY

from £3.00
Bill Books

50/50 - 100 Books £110
100/100 - 100 Books £199

Business Card
500 £35.00 1000 £45.00
2000 £60.00 5000 £99.00

A5 Leaflets

1000 £50.00
2000 £60.00
5000 £80.00
£10000 £130

www.signlinklondon

www.saffronindiandiner.co.uk

£ T: 0207 377 7513
M: 07951 697797

2A Heneage Street, (Brick Lane) London E1 5LJ

L

Email: signlink@yahoo.com |

Available

Saffron

Indian Diner

Takeaway Service

Free Home Delivery

Chairman
7854 161862

h#itR" emeimiZ RMboy DctRjvi thmKj tkyv @017
mii WRIMGMB Ges G titfFi civvva mdii’'i mi DEXYO©
nigiQ tm mKj tkyv x©i RMboy elkeisjv GWiKkb URSi

AT (AT RO N QWS T 209 | S
SGOAFIACS S ¢ FCSH 2059 AT WL ACTATAG
TN (RS & [ANoSId STy F47 0 |

AWARD CEREMONY

JAGANNATHPUR BRITISH BANGLA EDUCATION TRUST

The JBBET award ceremony is to be held in honour of the
students who have successfully passed their GCSE & A
Level exams. Residents of Jagannathpur Upozila living
in the UK whose children have achieved their GCSE & A
Level are requested to apply by 5th of November 2017.

| Ashik Choudhury =~ Mohib U Choudhury
General Secretary
07904 507767

KRG

For more information please call or text

Alfazur Rahman Jakir
Treasurer
07941 344996

Igbal M Hussain
Senior Vice Chairman

07931 643378
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OPENING

SOON

! GOF CASH & CARRY

ol T 9o FIfR

A 80 wme T Wl SRR G fAafive

IR & =+ e R«

Tel: 020 8593 2286 / 020 7537 6001
Open: Mon-Sat: 9am - 6.30pm Sun: 10am - 5pm

(BARKING)
640 RIPPLE ROAD

BARKING, ESSEX
IG11 OSN

www.gandhiorientalfoods.co.uk

TETrR feaio I as Fi1f
GANDHI CASH & CARRY

Ripple Road Thomas Road Mile End Road

GOF House , Unit 5, GOF House Gandhi Cash & Carry
A13 Approach (Rima House) 42-44 Thomas Road 231/233 Mile End Road
Ripple Road, Barking, London E14 7B] London E1 4AA

Essex 1G11 ORG

FLEDC ARD

We accept major debt/credit cards -WH
=== Electron [}l "=
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Apex Cartridge

Toner & Cartridge Specialists

APEX CARTRIDGE CHARITY

DINNER FOR ROHINGYA MUSLIMS

Apex Cartridge Lid, a London based ink carfridge & toner supplier, is hosting a charity

dinner in conjunction with Amanah Ald to ralse awareness and support for the

Rohingya peacpla.

The Rohingya people are In desperate nead of food, clothing, shelter and medical

assistances. We are requesting your participation and kind donation.

All proceeds will go towards meeting these costs, direcily delivered on the ground by

Amanah Ald.

Date:
20 Oct 2017

Time:
6.30pm-10.00pm

Venue:

Sonargaon Restaurant
199 Whitechapel Road

London E1 1DE
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For further information contact Rukon 07825 887 687
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S & M building Maintenance Itd

u SYSTEM TO COMBI BOILER CONVERTION
u BOILER SERVICE & NEW INSTALLATION
u CENTRAL HEATING POWER FLASHING

u LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE

u ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING WORK

# COOKER SERVICE & INSTALLATION No: 231695
® REFURBISH THE WHOLE HOUSE

ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY

UNIT 21-THE WHITECHAPEL CENTRE ’

safe

REGISTER

Mob 07863 289758
1107985 262 696

i | Email:
s-m-building

85-MYRDLE STREET LONDON E1 1HL ’. wll @hotmail.com

FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY

'E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!!}

Paying (o ol 1110 lo) Al =" Payment+ paper work + certificate +
catefIHie FErEfd Main insurance co - & #itd,

Example, 9107 S SRR

8/¢ %€ No Claim Bonus +

Clean Licence %11 7@ S W71
T Y3o-380 4188 Frem o 6w
7 FEE T O WN0E W
A $9-0¢ #6% 996 F902 |

Serving for last 8 years

broker- <% I 7 | S5 SR IEI0
Insurance
3o He
%% %75 insurance Fary fity 41 |

Your insurance will be updated in MID
(Matar Insurance Database) www.askmid.com

(We do not help CAB/TRADE Insurance)

ment amount ¢4 up-to
A1 Direct Debit -8 TS

TO GET A QUOTE Please Call (Mon-Sat 9am-8pm)

Mr. Ali
Emaill: cheapguote@hotmail.co.uk, Suite 10, 219 Bow Road, London E3 25J
www.facebook.com/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
www.sites.google.com/site/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
(Please find us in you lube and Google by typeing (e3 cheap car insurance broker)

: 07850 417 360 (T-Mobile), Tel: 02081 230 430, Fax: 02078 060 776

' WE BOOK UMRAH
FULL PACKAGE

TICKET ® HOTEL 3-5 STARS® VISA ® TRANSPORT
EXPERIENCED MUALLIM TOUR GUIDE AROUND MECCA AND MADINA

ZAM ZAM TRAVELS

MONEY TRANSFER AND CARGO
388 GREEN STREET, LONDON, E13 9AP

¢ 0208470 1155

=< zamzamtravelsuk@gmail.com

© 3
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TRAVEL SERVICES

CHEAP AIR TICKETS FOR
INTERNATIONAL &

DOMESTICFLIGHTS ON YOUR

CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS

HAJJ & HOLIDAY PACKAGES
LOW COST FLIGHTS TO ANY CITY

AROUND THE WORLD

WORLDWIDE CARGO SERVICE
WE CAN HELP WITH: Passport - No

Visa - Renewal Matters

Biman
BANGLADESH g2

SILEIRUCHE (EN
8 GG 9%
manﬁs

313-319 COMMERCIAL ROAD

Hotline: 0207 790 1234 (PBX)
Direct: 0207 702 7460

LONDON E1 2PS, F: 0207 790 3063
E: kushiaratravel@hotmail.com

Open
7 days
a week
10am-8pm
CARGO
SERVICES

W S e Reds
fafen g el o 2 |

B TR I 8 PR

%cﬁmﬁmﬂﬁ

W T fGe2ped - @R
8 A 307 A

T R Y TR e rethe o v ke

B Worldwide Money Transfer
M Bureau De Exchange

We buy & sell
BDTaka, USD, Euro

RRREIGIREY
EMCR @ (FIF GTFR ST
FII, I ¢ &N W-REw
R FRifel 3 |

W 1wl THOIFE 2T HeR

basal-an

Money

Transfer

TR T G

Instant Cash Service

HELEN AT, TS A0, FAE A
T AT, S qTe, I e
T ST AT AN, o e
RERCST RTTeY W, T W

T FEICE 9 i (T

SEND

MONEY TO
BANGLADESH
EUERY Dﬁ'f 10AM TO 8PM -

l:n:lﬁr_'l 1EIMM .

131 Whitechapel Road
London E1 1DT, 020 7247 2119
(Dposite Enst London Masjid)

riﬁﬁi L PP Manor Park

425 High 5t North Manor Park

London E12 6TL, 020 8552 6067
(Oposite Baltur Rahman Mosjid)

2% g0 e %0 @ FAwfas
W] WAL FI] W T

www.bharakah.info

Taka Rate Line : 020 7247 0800
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» VAT
» Payroll

TN\

ACCOUNTANTS

» Accounts for LTD Company
» Restaurants & Take Away

» Cab Drivers & Small Shops
» Builders & Plumbers

» Company Formations
» Business Plan
» Tax Return

E: info@tajaccountants.co.uk
W: www.tajaccountants.co.uk

QIS0 TSN ?

SIRCE A (@l T, GICBL TS SN2 Z

HM Revenue
& Customs

Registerad Agent With HM Revenue & Customs

Direct Line: 07528 118 118
07428 247 365
T 02034117843

69 Vallance Road
London E1 5BS

Mr. Abul Hyat Nurujjaman

We are registered licence
holder in public practice
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Dr. Ahmed Hossain
MA, D.Hom(England)

Dr. Mizanur Rahman
MSc, DHMS, D.Hom, MD(AM)PhD

Secretary Chairman
British Bangladesh Traditional

Doctor’s Association in The UK

271a Whitechapel Road
(2nd Floor, Room G)
London E1 1BY

Tel : 020 3372 5424
Mob : 07723 706 996, 07931 750 250
Email : homoeoherbal@yahoo.co.uk
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A guided tour of the British p
Seriptural readings

Design tll to help us lsarn through the Artefncts
and res :||. more about the lives af Adnm Nukh
Thrah J."1 Tuspuf, and Muss,

A great opportunity for Husliss and Christians
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New Branch @
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Principal

This firm is Authorised and regulated
by Solicitors Regulation Authority

Kingdom Solicitors
Commissioner f.or OATHS
our services
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m Litigation
Problem
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that wasn't your fault?
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What's happening in Myanmar is genocide

On the night of August 25, an attack on
Myanmar security forces by a handful of
Rohingya militants in Northern Rakhine
State prompted a brutal government
counteroffensive that has, in turn, led to
the greatest refugee crisis of the 21st
century. Since then, more than 500,000
Rohingya have fled to neighbouring
Bangladesh, with some estimating that
as many as 15,000 continue to make the
dangerous journey each day. In fact, in
terms of rate of escalation, this is the
greatest mass exodus - and has the
makings to become the most significant
humanitarian catastrophe - since the
1994 Rwandan genocide, when over
800,000 Hutus and moderate Tutsis were
slaughtered over a mere 100-day period.
To much of the international community,
Myanmar's Rohingya crisis appears
sudden, with few to no warning signs;
indeed, it is only in recent weeks that the
word "Rohingya" has begun to crop upin
international headlines and to seep into
the world's collective consciousness and
conscience. Yet as a human rights lawyer
who has long followed the Rohingya
situation - and was present in Northern
Rakhine the morning the violence
erupted - | can say there is no question
that the crisis unfolding now has been in
the making for years, if not decades.
Perhaps  more importantly, by
international legal and historical
standards, the crisis bears all the
characteristics of a genocide in bloom.
In fact, for those who have followed the
situation closely, the use of the word
"genocide" should come as no surprise.
For generations, the Rohingya have
faced an ever-growing list of
discriminatory policies and state-
sanctioned rights violations designed to
cull the unwanted minority's numbers
and force them from their ancestral
lands: key markers of genocide.

The oldest among them have seen their
citizenship revoked and their children
born stateless; they suffer tight
restrictions on movement and access to
education and healthcare; and the
number of children a couple may bear
has been legally limited to two.

The Rohingya also regularly endure
extortions for minor "offenses"; they have
been barred from gathering in groups of
more than five and require permission to
hold routine events (like marriages); and
have even faced limitations on the
materials used to build or repair homes
and other buildings (brick and concrete
being considered too "permanent” for
the unwanted minority). Direct reports
from at least one prison also indicate that
some prisoners from other parts of the
country had been released early on
condition that they resettle in Northern
Rakhine in order to maximise the
Buddhist population and limit Rohingya

landholdings.

The Rohingya have also endured
periodic crackdowns designed to drive
them from their land, dating at least as
far back as Operation King Dragon in
1978, with more recent pogroms in 1991
and 2012. Since 2012, smaller spates of
violence have erupted, each time
accompanied by reports of government
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and mob-led village raids and burnings,
rapes and murders (sometimes two-
sided), and ever-increasing restrictions
on Rohingya movement and activity.
Yet the present crisis undoubtedly
represents the most extreme and
disproportionate onslaught of violence,
with widely corroborated horror tales
from Rohingya refugees of savagely
violent gang rapes, merciless tortures
and beheadings, and even babies tossed
into fires.

If not adequately frightening on their
own, these facts must be placed in a
disconcertingly modern context: for
there has never been a more powerful
tool for the rapid dissemination of hate
speech and racist-nationalist vitriol than
Facebook and other social media. From a
Western perspective, the dangers are
easy to spot; one need only look to social
media's role in recent elections and
political debates to witness the rate at
which false information can spread, and
the surprising number of individuals who
can fall prey to hateful and dangerous
rhetoric, a phenomenon presently
blazing across Myanmar society.

Yet perhaps most disturbingly,
historically, one can hardly fail to see the
parallels between the current use of
social media in Myanmar and that of
radio in Rwanda to incite mob violence.
The key exception is that social media is
by all accounts an even faster, more
graphic, immersive, "democratic”, and
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ultimately, dangerous tool for the
dissemination of hate speech: perhaps
the most significant precursor to
genocide.

Still, despite these new realities, the
conflict we see now may once have been
preventable, if not for the dancing
around international law  and
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garnered little international attention. In
fact, to date, only one world leader -
France's newly-minted President Macron
- has dared utter the word, vowing on
September 20 to work with the Security
Council to condemn "this genocide
which is unfolding, this ethnic cleansing."
Unfortunately, the very structure of the
UN makes coordinated intervention (like

governments have played ever since the
term "genocide" first entered the
international legal lexicon in the
aftermath of the Holocaust.

In the wake of World War II, the
international community of states came
together in an unprecedented manner,
forming the United Nations, and - as one
of its first orders of business - passing the
Genocide Convention in 1948, which
forbade a series of acts committed with
the "intent to destroy, in whole or in part,
a national, ethnical, racial, or religious
group".

The Convention placed heavy weight on
the use of the term "genocide" by
governments - essentially requiring that,
once a party to the Convention
recognised that a genocide was
occurring in another state, it bore a
responsibility to act to stop the atrocities.
Unfortunately, the planet's collective
memory and joint resolve proved short-
lived, as international governments - and
particularly the United States - have
spent decades performing mind-
bending linguistic backflips to avoid
public use of the term.

Instead, we see politicians using turns of
phrase such as "genocidal acts may have
been committed" to circumvent outright
use of the word itself - and in turn, to
avoid violating what is perhaps
international law's most sacred treaty.

It thus comes as little surprise that the
Rohingya crisis has until recently

deployment of a peacekeeping mission)
highly unlikely, as this would surely be
met by a Security Council veto by China.
Indeed, such intra-UN constraints help to
explain why - though many in the Office
of the Special Adviser on the Prevention
of Genocide have long been aware of the
Rohingya crisis - the Special Adviser has
spoken rarely and hesitantly on the
situation.

This is despite the fact that the Myanmar
government has engaged in at least four
of the five genocidal acts outlined in the
Genocide Convention, including "killing
members of the group; causing serious
bodily or mental harm to members of the
group; deliberately inflicting on the
group conditions of life calculated to
bring about its physical destruction in
whole or in part; and imposing measures
intended to prevent births within the
group."

But if not genocide, what might we call
the horrific situation unfolding in
Northern Rakhine? No doubt the
"Rohingya issue" is viewed much
differently throughout Myanmar, where
most believe the Rohingya to be illegal
Bengali migrants of questionable (or at
least exceedingly "different") moral
character; reproducing at a high and
disproportionate rate (factually
disproven); and hell-bent on Islamicising
the predominantly Buddhist nation.
Indeed, | have met many educated
Myanmar citizens - from aid workers to

fellow human rights lawyers - who carry
these views, and who are quick to
except the Rohingya from rights that
they would otherwise view as inherent
to all human beings. It is this pervasive
dehumanisation of the Rohingya -
backed by military and religious forces
that rely on the existence of a despised
"other" to maintain some semblance of
power amidst Myanmar's precarious
democratisation - that have allowed
for the Rohingya's continuing
persecution.

Admittedly, the atrocities we witness
today in Northern Rakhine are not
entirely one-sided. Surely, many
Rakhine Buddhists also suffer the
effects of conflict, and international
media should also report on this
suffering. Yet having visited many
Rohingya and Rakhine villages, and
remaining in touch with many
Rohingya and Rakhine contacts, | also
could not in good conscience equate
the two groups' experiences or poverty
levels, as many in Myanmar print and
social media circles routinely demand
of international observers.

Rakhine Buddhists are surely poorer than
most ethnic groups in Myanmar
(excepting, perhaps, only the Rohingya),
and many do currently suffer alongside
the Rohingya in terms of physical and
food security. However, it would be false
to suggest that as many Rakhine
Buddhist villages have been looted and
razed, or as many Rakhine Buddhist
individuals raped, tortured, slaughtered,
or otherwise victimised, as have the
Rohingya. And while | know of some
Rakhine Buddhists who have also
become internally displaced - no doubt
under deeply abhorrent circumstances -
the fact is they possess the freedom of
movement to do so and a greater chance
of attaining aid and even alternative
livelihoods elsewhere in Myanmar.

All that said, if Myanmar continues to
refuse access to Northern Rakhine by
neutral observers, then there will be no
way for the international media to
provide the balanced reporting
frequently demanded by Myanmar's
citizenry. Instead, as it stands, we outside
observers must rely either on our own
direct experience to date - as | have here
- oron reports flooding across the border
from, one must imagine, the most
vulnerable Rohingya. In the meantime, it
appears that the international
community of states, favouring inaction,
has tiptoed around such deeply
disturbing refugee accounts for far too
long. And from the perspective of an
international lawyer, based on the
information that is presently available to
outsiders, there can only be one word for
the Rohingya experience in Myanmar:
and that word is genocide.
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Hate crimes rise
around Brexit vote,
recent attacks

The number of hate crimes
against Britons of ethnic or
religious  minorities  soared
around the time the UK voted to
quit the European Union and in
the aftermath of recent attacks,
according to a government
report.

The Home Office said on Tuesday
the 29 percent rise in a year
marked the biggest annual jump
in hate crimes since figures were
first recorded in 2011. Between
2015 and 2016, there were 62,518
reported offences. The following
year, that number rose to 80,393.
There was "a genuine rise in hate
crime around the time of the EU
referendum”, the report said,
referring  to  the  Brexit
referendum.

Religious or racially aggravated
offences rose in the months
leading up to the vote, from
about 3,500 recorded incidents in
April 2016 to more than 5,000 in
June of the same year, when the
decision to leave the EU was
announced. In June 2017,
reported hate crimes peaked at
6,000.

The Home Office said figures rose
in the wake of the Westminster
Bridge, Manchester Arena and
London Bridge attacks, which
took place in March, May, and
June of this year respectively,
together claiming more than 30
lives.

Hate crimes and Islamophobia
tend to rise after violence where
suspects are said to be Muslim,
with followers of the Islamic faith
suffering collective punishment.
Muslim women suffer
disproportionately, said Ragad
Altikriti, a senior member of the
Muslim Association of Britain.
"Statistics have proven that hate
crimes against Muslims increase
significantly around terrorist
attacks," she told Al Jazeera.
"[And] Brexit was considered to
many as a signal that refugees are
not welcomed ... [so] there was
an increase in hate crimes
including the Muslim
community, especially women
who are visibly Muslims. The
headscarf was conflated with
being  foreign and  not
welcomed."

Zainab Mir, 21, became a victim
earlier this year.

"I was travelling on the Tube
when a lady stood up and
pointed at me. She shouted
'you're the reason this country is
terrorised'," Mir told Al Jazeera. "It

was a very busy train, but only the

guy next to me asked If | was OK.
Nobody else said anything."

Despite reporting the incident,

police told Mir there was no CCTV

footage, and they were unable to :
pursue the case. The experience

has made her feel uneasy, she
said.

"l didn't feel very safe afterwards;

| always made sure | was with
someone and didn't go anywhere

I didn't need to. Even now I'm still

more aware of people around me
because I don't want it to happen
again.
vigilant," she said.

Some 30 percent of religiously

motivated offences in the last :
year involved violence against :

the victim, the Home Office said.

An attack on London'’s Finsbury
Park Mosque on June 19, in which

a van driver targeted Muslims,
left one dead and 11 injured.

"There are criminals and attackers :

on every side," Altikriti told Al
Jazeera. "Muslims were able to

say 'we can be victims too', and it
forced those in power to think i

about the country's Muslim

population and consider how the :
rise in hate crime has affected

them."

The UK is home to 2.8 million
Muslims.

Samina Ansari, 37, has been

attacked three separate times

over the past 10 years.
From being attacked in her car at
a red light by "two white men

with a pitbull [dog] on a metal :

lead" almost nine years ago, to
having "ISIS" shouted at her and

her nine-year-old son on a street :
in Glasgow last week, Ansari said :

she suffers from

effects.

long-term

"You end up reliving each one of

the incidents and that
experience. | have felt quite

violated, and at points, it took a :

toll on my mental well-being,"
she told Al Jazeera.

Political events such as the EU

US President Donald Trump, who

is seen as an Islamophobe, have

had an effect, Ansari said.

"Hate crime has always been
there, but it's almost like the state

of our politics, following the

Brexit vote and election of
Trump, have given people a

license to become more vicious :

in their attacks," she said. "Muslim
women seem to be the primary
target."

I'm  definitely more :

NHS waits for cancer care, A&E
and ops worsen across UK

The performance of hospitals across the UK has
slumped with targets for cancer, A&E and planned
operations now being missed en masse, BBC
research shows.

Nationally England, Wales and Northern Ireland
have not hit one of their three key targets for 18
months.

Only Scotland has had any success in the past 12
months - hitting its A&E target three times.
Ministers accepted growing demand had left the
NHS struggling to keep up as doctors warned
patients were suffering.

The findings are being revealed as the BBC launches
its online NHS Tracker project, which allows people

to see how their local service is performing on three
key waiting time targets:

. Four-hour A&E waits

.62-day cancer care

. Planned operations and treatment

i The BBC has looked at performance nationally as

well as locally across the 135 hospital trusts in
England and 26 health boards in the rest of the UK.
Locally there is just one service in the whole of the
UK - run by Luton and Dunstable NHS Trust - which
has managed to hit all three targets each time over
the past 12 months.

Hospital staff the BBC has talked to have described
how shortages of doctors and nurses, a lack of
money and inadequate room in A&E departments
in particular was making it difficult, sometimes
impossible, to see patients quickly enough.

While overall the vast majority of people are still
being seen in time, the BBC investigation shows
how declining performance is affecting patients.
For example, the chances of not being seen in four
hours in A&E has actually more than doubled in the
past four years, with one in nine patients now
waiting longer than that.

i The BBC research has found:
referendum and the election of :

Wales has consistently
failed to hit its targets. In 2012-13 it did not hit any
of its monthly key hospital targets and in 2016-17 it
was the same. The last time a target was achieved
nationally was 2010.

England has seen the
biggest deterioration. In 2012-13 it hit its key
hospital targets 86% of the time, but in the last year
it has missed every monthly target.

Scotland is the only part of
the UK to hit its targets during the last 12 months,
but has only managed to hit do that three times
over the summer in A&E when pressures tend to be
at their lowest.
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Northern Ireland is failing
to hit its targets despite making it easier to hit the
goal for planned operations and care. Since March
2015 it has gradually reduced the target from 80%
to 55% but has still not hit it.

The north-east is the top
performing region in England. Services have hit
their key hospital targets 71% of the time in the past
year.

Twelve out of 135 English
hospital trusts, four out of five Northern Irish health
trusts and five out of seven Welsh trusts have failed
to hit any target in the past 12 months.

Prof Srinivasan Madhusudan, head of cancer at

Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust, which
has not hit the cancer target since April 2014,
suggested there was simply not enough staff to
cope.

"When | get to work | want to treat my patients as
soon as | can. So do my colleagues."

But he added there was a limit to what could be
done, pointing out there are 5,000 new cases a year
at his hospital trust.

"There are only so many patients that you can treat.
"We have a team of 22 fantastic oncologists who are
working very hard to do the best they can under
what is quite a stressful situation."

Meanwhile, Ali Refson, an A&E consultant at
London's Northwick Park hospital, said demand was
"incredibly high" which meant it was very hard to
hit the four-hour target.

"We sometimes feel we can't give the best care. We
are working the hardest we can, but we are only
human."

What does this mean for patients?

Ministers across the UK have been quick to point out
that most people are still being seen in time.

But the numbers waiting longer for care have been
rising.

In A&E patients are now twice as likely to wait more
than four hours than they were four years ago - 11%
compared to 5%.

The proportion of people waiting over 62 days for
cancer treatment has risen by a third in the past four
years. Nearly one in five patients now wait longer.
The chances of delays before you have a planned
operation or treatment, such as a hip replacement,
has increased by nearly three-quarters in four years.
Currently 12% of patients wait longer than they
should.

It means there are now over 500,000 people on
hospital waiting lists in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland that have waited too long. That

compares to nearly 230,000 four years ago.
British Medical Association chair Dr Chaand
Nagpaul said the situation highlighted by the
BBC was "unacceptable”.

He said while for some patients the delays were
simply an "inconvenience", for many more they
would have a "real impact on their treatment and
outcome".

Time for 'honest debate'

Scottish Health Secretary Shona Robison said
record levels of investment were being put into
the health service in Scotland.

She said efforts were being made to "shift the
balance of care away from hospitals" and into the
community that should make it easier to hit the
targets.

And she added a ministerial working group had
been established to improve cancer care.

A spokesman for the Department of Health in
England said more money was being spent on
services, and said despite the longer waiting
times the majority of hospitals were still
providing good or outstanding care, according
to inspectors.

And he pointed out that because of the ageing
population "health systems worldwide face
similar pressures”.

A Welsh government spokesman acknowledged
some people were waiting "too long", but
pointed to the rising demand being faced.

The number of A&E visits made each year across
the UK has risen by a fifth in four years to top 30
million, while the number of cancer cases has risen
by more than a quarter to top 170,000.
Nonetheless, Labour's shadow health secretary in
England, John Ashworth, called the decline in
performance "staggering".

Saffron Cordery, of NHS Providers, which represents
hospital bosses, said it was time to consider
whether these targets were still achievable
unless more money was provided.

"It's time for an honest debate about what we
can realistically expect the health service to
deliver in such difficult circumstances."

The services where targets have been missed for
whole year

England:

Basildon and Thurrock NHS Trust

Colchester Hospital University NHS Trust

Guy's and St Thomas' NHS Trust

University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust
The Royal Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust
Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust
Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Trust

East Kent Hospitals University NHS Trust

Hull & East Yorkshire Hospitals NHS Trust
United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust
Maidstone & Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust
Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust
Based on performance against the monthly or
quarterly targets for A&E, 62-day cancer care and
planned operations for the most recent 12
months for which there is data. The way the
targets work is different across the UK so the BBC
has simply looked at whether the key targets are
being me in each nation.
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Universal Credit hel
charges scrappe

People will no longer be charged
for calling the government's
Universal Credit helpline after
criticism ~ from  MPs  and
campaigners.

Welfare Secretary David Gauke
said the helpline, charged at local
call rates which could be up to

the programme to a further 45
job centres across the country,
with another 50 to be added each
month, despite concerns about
its implementation and claims
that it was causing real hardship
for thousands of families.

Almost a quarter of all claimants

Wednesday's debate, it
understood  Prime Mlnlster
Theresa May met a group of MPs
in Downing Street to discuss the
way ahead.

Although the debate is largely
symbolic - any vote that is held
will not be binding on the

55p a minute, would be free by
the end of the year.

Mr Gauke is being grilled by the
work and pensions committee
about the roll-out of Universal
Credit.

The government is facing calls to
make changes to the way it is
working.
Labour wants it "paused" and
there has been criticism about
how long claimants wait to get
the cash.

What s
Universal Credit - and what's the
problem?
The government has said anyone
in financial distress can apply for
advance payments.
BBC Newsnight's political editor
Nick Watt said he understood
ministers were also giving
"serious thought" to cutting the
initial  waiting  period for
payments from six to four weeks
around the time of next month's
Budget.
Universal credit is a new single
benefit for working-age people,

replacing income  support,
income-based jobseeker's
allowance, income-related

employment and  support
allowance, housing benefit, child
tax credit and working tax credit.
It has been introduced in stages
to different groups of claimants
over the past four years, with
about 590,000 people now
receiving it through about 100
job centres.

Earlier this month ministers
approved a major extension of

have had to wait more than six
weeks to receive their first
payment in full because of errors
and problems evidencing claims.
This has led to reports of growing
numbers of people falling into
rent arrears.

How does it work?

The idea of universal credit is that
no-one faces a situation where
they would be better off claiming
benefits than working.

There is no limit to the number of
hours you can work per week if

you get universal credit, but your
payment reduces gradually as :

you earn more.
Under the old system many faced

a "cliff edge", where peopleona :
low income would lose all their
benefits at once as soon as they

started working more than 16
hours. In the new system, benefit
payments are

earnings increase.
A six-week wait is built into the
system.

Because universal credit is based

on how much money you have
each montbh, it is paid in arrears -
people claiming the benefit

receive money for the last month :
worked, not for the month ahead.
i Two males, aged 17 and 18, were arrested on
suspicion of murder and are being held in

That means everyone has to wait
at least four weeks, and the rest
of the time is because of the way
the scheme is administered.

Last month it was reported that
up to a dozen Conservative MPs
wanted the rollout to be put on
hold  while, ahead  of

reduced at a i

¢ Mr Samad,

government - it has been tabled
by Labour to increase pressure on
the government.

The Department for Work and
Pensions says its latest data, from
last month, indicates 81% of new
claimants were paid in full and on
time at the end of their first
assessment while 89% received
some payment.

Verification process

Cases of non-payment, it said,
were due to claimants either not
signing paperwork, not passing
identity checks or facing

"verification issues" such as
providing details of their
earnings, housing costs and
childcare costs.

But Mr Field, an ex-welfare
minister who chairs the Work and
Pensions Committee, said he was
urging ministers not to proceed

they did it would "explode
politically".

Large numbers of people in his
Birkenhead constituency, he told

money over Christmas" due to
the six-week time lag.
"The  government  cannot
working," he told the BBC.

"We know from our constituents
the consequences of that - a
huge amount of destitution,
horror at people who are reduced
below what we would regard in
this country as a minimum."

The Department of Work and

working and the majority of
recipients were telling them they
were  comfortable  about
managing their finances.

should have to wait five or six
weeks for their first payment.
That's why we have updated our

uidance to make sure anyone :
9 y ¢ and legal challenges across dozens of

who needs an advance payment
can get one within five working
days, and on the same day if in
urgent need."

Trump's latest travel

ban blocked by
federal judge

US President Donald Trump's latest bid
¢ toimpose travel restrictions on citizens

from eight countries entering the US has
suffered a court defeat.

i A federal judge slapped a temporary
i restraining order on the open-ended

ban before it could take effect this week.
The policy targets Iran, Libya, Syria,
Yemen, Somalia, Chad and North Korea,

i aswell as some Venezuelan officials.

any further and warning them if : po.ic iterations of the ban targeted

six Muslim-majority countries, and were
widely referred to as a "Muslim ban".
The state of Hawaii sued in Honolulu to

¢ block Mr Trump's third version, which
the BBC, would "not have any

was set to go into effect early on
Wednesday.

Hawaii argued in court documents that

i the revised policy was fulfilling Mr

honestly stand up and say this is Trump's campaign promise for "a total

and complete shutdown of Muslims
entering the United States", despite the

i addition of North Korea and Venezuela.
It also argued the president did not have
i the powers under federal immigration

law to impose such restrictions.
US District Judge Derrick Watson, who

. . i blocked Mr Trump's last travel ban in
Pensions said the system was

March, issued the new restraining order.

The president's controversial travel bans
have each been frustrated by the courts

i tosome degree.

"No-one who needs support .In January,. the president signed an
i order banning people from seven

Muslim-majority  countries  and
suspending all refugee entry. The so-
called "Muslim ban" prompted protests

states.

. Arevised version exempted green card
holders and dual citizens. By June, the

i Supreme Court allowed most of it to go
i into effect -

but granted a wide

exemption for those with a "bona fide
connection" to the US.

.That was replaced by Mr Trump's latest
order, announced in late September,
which changed the criteria and added
non-Muslim-majority nations North
Korea and Venezuela.

In Hawaii, Judge Watson decided that
the new policy "suffers from precisely
the same maladies as its predecessor".

He said "it lacks sufficient findings that
the entry of more than 150 million
nationals from six [of the] specified
countries would be 'detrimental to the
interests of the United States".

His decision temporarily blocks the ban
on all targeted countries except North
Korea and Venezuela.

The ban is also facing court challenges
from Maryland, Washington state,
Massachusetts, California, Oregon and
New York.

White House Press Secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders said in a statement
the latest order was "dangerously
flawed" and "undercuts" efforts to keep
Americans safe.

"These restrictions are vital to ensuring
that foreign nations comply with the
minimum security standards required
for the integrity of our immigration
system and the security of our nation,"
she said.

She said the White House was confident
the president's "lawful and necessary
action" would eventually be upheld by
the courts.

As it stands, the Supreme Court has
delayed its consideration of the case
from October, asking all parties to
resubmit briefs to the court accounting
for the changes made between the
second and third versions of the order.

Charity worker ‘murdered for his iPhone’
by moped riders in west London

A murder investigation has been launched
after a charity worker was stabbed to death by
consistent rate as income and i Mmuggers who are believed to have targeted
i him for his iPhone 7.
Abdul Samad, 28, was knifed in the heart in
the street near his home in Little Venice, west
London, by assailants on mopeds.

The victim’s family said he managed to reach
the doorstep of his home before collapsing.
His parents, Layla Begum and Fazal Miah,
called for help but Mr Samad died in hospital

an hour later.

custody.

i The attack took place at 11.45pm on Monday,
¢ several hours after a 20-year-old man was
stabbed to death outside Parsons Green tube
station by an attacker riding a moped.

a economics graduate, is

understood to have been attacked after
leaving a friend’s house where he was playing
computer games.

He worked for the Dragon Hall Trust, which
helps young people improve their computer
skills and participate in social, educational and
recreational activities.

The victim's brother, Abdul Ahad, paid tribute
to Mr Samad, saying he had “never done
anything wrong” and had “never been in
trouble with the police”.

Speaking to the Evening Standard, he said:
“He was geeky and loved his computers and
that's why he was helping the young people.
| could understand if it was some kind of
postcode war but he's not that type of person,
his friends are all geeks.

“He loved helping children. That's the sort of
person he was. This is a young life gone and
such a lovely life. He was full of energy and
loved the kids he worked with.

“You're not going to find a nicer person. It was

over a phone, it's just so senseless.




36

20 October 2017

www.weeklydesh.co.uk

englishnews @weeklydesh.co.uk

Feature

Hate crime has become the new
normal. This is how we tackle it

Shaista Aziz

eported hate crime has increased by 29%
in the past year, new data released by the
Home Office shows. Police forces across
England and Wales recorded almost
80,400 hate crimes in 2016-2017. This is
the largest recorded rise in the six years
since records began.

The sobering truth is that many people
do not report hate crime to the police for
a number of reasons - so the figures
could well be even higher. According to
today's findings, the unprecedented
surge correlates with the Brexit vote and
an increase in terrorist attacks in the UK.

The poisonous, racially charged anti-
immigrant rhetoric from sections of the
leave campaign emboldened people to
spew racist views in ways we have not
seen in decades.

Anyone deemed “other” - from eastern
Europeans, black people and minorities
to Muslims, refugees, LGBTI and disabled
people - has been subjected to
unprecedented levels of open bigotry in
the past year.

It goes without saying that not everyone
who voted Brexit is a bigot or a racist, and
people have the right to vote how they
wish in a democracy. For many Brexiters,
however, as soon as the phrase “hate
crime” is mentioned, and a correlation is
made between spikes in open racism and
the EU referendum, the defensiveness
kicks in - as does the denial that post-
Brexit hate crime has become the new
normal for many people.

As hate crimes are intrinsically linked to
someone’s identity - race, nationality or
faith are the main factors - when these
identities intersect it makes certain
groups even more vulnerable to attacks,
such as visibly Muslim women.

As an anti-racism and anti-hate crime
campaigner, and the founder of the anti-
racism digital platform The Everyday
Bigotry Project, I've spent the past year
working with Muslim women to counter
gendered Islamophobic hate crime in my
home city of Oxford. This work has
included launching a campaign to
encourage more people to report hate
crime in the city.

I've also spent the past year travelling the
country to meet grassroots anti-racism

campaigners doing tireless work with
dwindling resources who are discovering
increasing levels of hate crime. I've also
been invited into schools to generate
discussions around racism and bigotry.
It has been an eye-opening experience to
discover how isolated many victims of
hate crime feel - and how for some
people, the fear of it impacts on how
they live day to day.

One young Muslim woman in London
who wears the hijab hadn't told her
family about the racial, Islamophobic
abuse she had been subjected to on

public transport because she was
worried that they might tell her to give
up her university education.

A group of young women | interviewed
in London had stopped going out in the
evening because they were scared they
might be attacked with acid by racists
after a spike in this category of crime.
Vulnerable women are being pushed
back into their homes because of fears
they will subjected to abuse and attack.
How can this be happening in 2017?

My work across the country and in
Oxford has left me in no doubt that

racism, Islamophobia and misogyny
intersect in dehumanising and violent
ways.

In order to tackle hate crime the first
thing we must do is listen to victims of
racialised hate - and then understand
their need to be believed. The police
need to work much harder at reaching
vulnerable groups of people and talking
with individuals directly - this only
happens through outreach work.

| organised a meeting a few months ago
in Oxford so that Thames Valley police
officers could meet Muslim women who
had not reported the hate crime they had
been subjected to. It was a safe space for
women to talk about their experiences.
Reasons for not reporting hate crime
varied from not having witnesses present
to doubting they would be believed, and
not trusting the police. Hate crime has to
be tackled on a political level and
through the criminal justice system, but
it also has to be tackled by society at
large. Racism continues to be normalised
every day - we cannot let the same thing
happen with hate crime.

Shaista Aziz is a journalist, writer, standup
comedian and former aid worker

Divorce numbers for
opposite-sex couples

For the price of a few warships, we
could end slavery once and for all

highest since 2009

The number of divorces last year in
England and Wales was the highest
since 2009, official figures show.
There were 106,959 divorces of
opposite-sex couples in 2016 - an
increase of 5.8% from 2015. It was the
biggest year-on-year rise since 1985,
when there was a jump of 10.9%.

Of 112 divorces of same-sex couples
in 2016, 78% involved female
couples.

Charity Relate said rising levels of
household debt and stagnating wages
could be putting a strain on marriages.
For those in opposite-sex marriages,
the divorce rate was highest for
women in their 30s and men aged
between 45 and 49.

Overall, there were 8.9 divorces per
1,000 married men and women.
ONS spokeswoman Nicola Haines
said: "Although the number of
divorces of opposite-sex couples in
England and Wales increased by 5.8%
in 2016 compared with 2015, the
number remains 30% lower than the
most recent peak in 2003; divorce
rates for men and women have seen
similar changes."

2016 was only the second year that
same-sex divorces have been
possible.

The most common reason for divorce

was "unreasonable behaviour", with i

51% of women and 36% of men citing i How much will it cost to end slavery?

petitions. i About £26.7bn, the cost of five and a

Unreasonable behaviour can include ¢ half aircraft carriers or the current

having a sexual relationship with market value of Snapchat. That works

¢ out to about £650 for every enslaved

i person.
Overall, women initiated proceedings : P

i In poor countries, where most slaves

Commenting on the figures, Chis live, the cost of liberation and
Sherwood, chief executive of the rgintegratiqn can be lower than thiS; in
relationship support charity Relate, said: rich countries, 't. can be much h|ghe’r.
"Itis unclear as to why there wasaslight Unfortunately, in 2014 the world'
increase in divorces in 2016 and as to governments were spendlng'at'Jout
i £95mayear on anti-slavery. Thatis likely

; ) ¢ to be higher today, but still far below
We know thgt MONEY WOITIES A€ ONE £\ at is needed to achieve change. If we
of the top stra!qs on relationships and it i are serious about slavery we will need to
may be that rising levels of household bring three key tools to the job: money,
debt and stagnating pay growth could people, and knowledge.

it in their divorce

someone else.

in 61% of opposite-sex divorces.

whether this rise will continue or not.

be contributing factors."

However, he stressed that the overall Monev is the easiest t ) |
trend over the past few years had : oney 1s the easiest to acquiré, solong
i asgovernments keep the promises they

i made when they outlawed slavery. For

L—ihe?ddedzl Dt|vo(rjc$ |stnst79r:§thk|)n§i example, the 500-plus murders that take
at people tend to take fightly but place in the UK each year cost society

our research suggests that many i about £1.8m each, roughly £1bn a year.

people could have saved their Half that would go a long way to freeing

marriage and avoided divorce with the 10-13,000 people enslaved in the
¢ UK. If rich countries allocated resources

"That is why we would encourage |, ending global slavery at the rate they

anybody experiencing relationship : nq the investigation and prosecution

issues to access support such as i ofhomicide, the £26.7bn needed to end

counselling at the earliest possible ¢ ayery would be exceeded. But who wil

¢ do the work of liberation?

been downward.

the right support.

stage."

by Kevin Bales

Since 2010, funding for anti-slavery
work has risen slowly but steadily. This
growth in resources marks a new
chapter, as organisations and some

governments become increasingly
professional in their approach. Gone is
the emotional and sensationalist “anti-
trafficking” approach of the late 1990s.

Now,  programmes like  the
government's £1.5bn Global Challenges
Research Fund press for clarity, data
transparency, efficiency, and solid
monitoring and evaluation.

Yet, while monetary resources have
increased, human resources have not.
Worldwide, about 200 people are
engaged in direct anti-slavery work.
Thousands more will be needed, and
training for these liberators must be
sensitive and comprehensive. Getting
people out of slavery isn't easy; criminal
slaveholders make sure of that. The
University of Nottingham'’s new MA in

Slavery and Liberation is a good start,
but would need to be multiplied to
serve the size of the problem.

Those who work to end slavery need

N #1

solid information, knowledge of
slavery's outcomes, strengths and -
especially - vulnerabilities. The
unanswered questions pile up. How
many slaves exist in the world, and
where? Why does slavery exist and
persist? What works to end it? And, what
difference does freedom make to an
individual, a community, a country, or
an economy?

Today, we have the best measures yet of
slavery’s prevalence. The recent
estimate of 40 million people
worldwide, based on research by the
International Labour Organisation, the
International Organisation for Migration
and the Walk Free Foundation, is more
reliable than any previous figure, but

still needs improvement. The figure
includes, for the first time, more
accurate and useful estimates of the
stock and the flow of slaves within the
global population. Put simply, that is like
measuring the money in your current
account: the flow is all the money in
your account over the entire year, while
the stock is the amount in your account
on a particular day. People flow in to
and out of slavery. Serious inquiries into
migration or epidemics always begin
with measuring stock and flow.

The new Rights Lab at Nottingham
University has brought more than 120
researchers together from a range of
disciplines to answer these questions.
But it will be years before all the money,
people and solid knowledge mesh into
amechanism of smart liberation.

Meanwhile, it is time to start thinking
bigger than aircraft carriers and
Snapchat. The enslaved today make up
the smallest fraction of the global
population in history. The profits of
slavery - about $150bn a year - are the
smallest proportion of the global
economy ever. In many ways slavery
stands on the edge of its own extinction;
we just have to give it a good hard
shove.

Kevin Bales is professor of contemporary
slavery and research director of the
Rights Lab at the University of
Nottingham
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After visiting Hitler's office in

Munich, it's clear to me that there

are still lessons to be learned

The lady came down the corridor with a big smile
and gave us the key to Hitler's room. It was an old
brass key - I'm sure he had flunkies to open the
door for him - but it was the original all right, and
when we pushed open that door, there it was, all
wooden panelling, wooden floors and there was
the marble mantelpiece | had seen so many
times in those familiar newsreels.

For this wasn't just Hitler's party office - the
Fuehrerhaus in Koenigsplatz. This was the room
where they signed the Munich agreement in
1938, this was where we - in the shape of
Chamberlain and Halifax - and the French
(Daladier) and the Italians (Mussolini, of course,
and Count Ciano) signed away the Czechs.

The films show Hitler sitting at his own desk in
front of the marble fireplace, gobbling up the
Sudetenland - he would consume all of
Czechoslovakia the following year. My friend is
elderly, a Sudeten German among the minority
Germans living in Czechoslovakia, who was
forced to flee his own home as a child at the end
of the war. “And this is where the war started,” he
said. “Here they started the Second World War -
and signed away my own home.”

He still travels to his home town of what was
Carlsbad - today Karlovy Vary - and he pays
someone to look after the family graves. No one
at the end of the war felt much sympathy for the
Sudeten Germans. Hitler had used Sudeten Nazis
to demand independence from the Czechs - that
was the deal at Munich. And this is still the room
forever  associated  with  the  word
“Appeasement’”. It's actually a rather droll room,
dark, heavy panelling, dull, tall windows, a 1930s
monster building, the doors and windows far
taller than a man or woman. It lacks imagination.
| can think of a few other modern day fuehrers
who might feel at home here.

It's part of a music school and theatre now - after
the war, it was for some years an American
cultural centre - and there is no mention of the
man whose party headquarters this was. | asked
a few Muncheners if they knew who used to
work here. Yes, they knew. | slipped out to the
balcony (where | was not supposed to walk). Yes,
he stood here - but the eagle over the balcony
in the photographs has long gone. So, mercifully,
have the shrines to Nazi “martyrs” that stood
beside this building - it was blown up after the
war; the wild bushes that still grow on the site
speak of guilt and war crimes and a titanic race
war.

But the great marble staircase that led to Hitler's
room is still intact, a power staircase, all fake
classical steps in keeping with the
portentousness of the building. Up here Hitler
walked.

It's not curiosity | feel, but a sense of foreboding.
We betrayed the Czechs and ensured that Czech
Jews would go to the extermination camps. The
fact that the Israeli consulate has been
constructed right behind the old Nazi offices is
somehow fitting. Even more so because at right
angles to it is a modern museum where you can

watch, over and over again, the original
newsreels of the Munich agreement.

There is Chamberlain arriving at Munich airport,
inspecting a Nazi guard of honour, and there’s an
odd moment at the end of this footage when he
slightly lifts his hat in salute to the German

soldiers around him. He was happy. He would
declare peace in our time. And then | see him
walking up the staircase I've just climbed myself
and there is Daladier and Halifax and Mussolini.
Giant flags - British and French - hung down the
front of the Fuehrerhaus.

And there’s another clip of film which shows
Goering with a broad smile on his face, standing
next to Hitler, rubbing his hands together in
sheer delight that Chamberlain and Daladier
would not call Hitler's bluff. Hitler would
reportedly call them “worms” - after they'd left,
of course.

It's all here in this modest museum, shockingly
s0. There are photographs of a Munich regiment
participating in the execution of hostages. There
is a terrible picture of five young women
executed by a Munich firing squad in Slovenia
after Yugoslavia had been occupied. They lie on
the ground like puppets, as if tossed away. The
firing squad has turned their backs on the bodies,
disowning their own act of murder. And there, of
course, are the familiar pictures of the
destruction of Europe’s Jews.

It's worth remembering this museum - and that
room - now that the right has returned to
Germany's political life. Interviewed on television
after their victory, one of the AfD leaders referred
to immigrants - he meant Muslims, of course -
as “strange people with strange values from
strange countries”. And | remembered that old
Chamberlain quotation again, speaking of
Czechoslovakia as “a faraway country of which
we know nothing”. | don’t suppose Chamberlain
hated the Czechs, but he certainly felt contempt
for them. They were not invited to the Munich

conference. And there’s a narrow divide between
hatred apd contempt (although right now i teachings around the world.
Trump might be able to say that everywhere :

apart from the United States is a faraway country

of which he knows nothing).

The agreement was signed in the early hours of the holy city of Medina to root

the morning on 30 September 1938. A J P Taylor
described Hitler as an “opportunist” at Munich. :
lan Kershaw says that Hitler felt cheated - he
wanted war. Within months, Hitler had broken :
the Agreement and occupied the whole country,
and we did nothing about it. There had been
some light-hearted banter at Munich. The Czech
delegation waiting outside to know their fate :
noticed that Chamberlain kept yawning. An
incipient opposition to Hitler within the !
Wehrmacht was cut short - at least temporarily
- because the Western democracies would give i
Hitler what he wanted without war. Churchill got :

it right when he urged the democracies to bring
Stalin in on their side. But Chamberlain had little
interest in allying himself with the Soviets.
Anyway, they were not invited to Munich. And
Stalin would make his deal with Hitler before the

German invasion of Poland that started the real :
war. But in 1945, the Soviet army would reach :

Berlin before the British and French.

| guess that Chamberlain will always have to be :

regarded as an ignominious man. Arrogance is
what you see in the film of him, self-importance,
a man who must have felt at home walking up
that marble staircase. My German friend Horst
says he cannot understand why the democracies

let Hitler get away with it. And I've noticed how :
"appeasement” is still trotted out and thrown at
anyone who opposes war - war in Afghanistan,
war in Iraq, war in Libya. Hitler's former party i
headquarters is not haunted by ghosts, as the old
cliché goes about such places. Chamberlain’s :
legacy in that room remains with us still, a tool

for proving that war is necessary.

Saudi scholars to vet

teaching of prophet

Muhammad to curb

extremism

Saudi authorities have taken an
“unprecedented” step to tackle
Islamic extremism by setting up a
council of scholars to vet religious

A royal order issued this week by
King Salman established a global
body of elite scholars based in

out and “eliminate fake and
extremist texts”.

The King Salman Complex will

become a “trusted source of the
correct and authenticate [sic]
hadith”, said an announcement

from the Saudi ministry of culture

and information. It described the
move as an “unprecedented
initiative”.

Hadith are sayings, actions and
pronouncements of the prophet
Muhammad that are additional
and complementary to the
Qur'an, and a source of guidance

for Muslims.
8 i The scholars would study hadith

“with the purpose of eliminating

fake and extremist texts and any
i texts
i teachings of Islam and justify the

that  contradict the
committing of crimes, murders
and terrorist acts which have no
place in Islam, the religion of
peace,” said the ministry’s
announcement.

King Salman, the custodian of the
two holy mosques in the cities of

this issue is their achilles heel in
the west. The new leadership in
Saudi cares much more about its
image and PR than before and is
genuinely trying to get to grips
with extremism,” she said.

Saudi Arabia was also facing
international  pressure  over
Yemen, she added. Last month,
the UN agreed to set up an
independent investigation into
alleged abuses of human rights in
Yemen by all sides in the three-
year civil war.

Saudi Arabia is backing Yemen's
president, Abd Rabbu Mansour
Hadi, against Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels. Saudi Arabia and
its allies have been accused of
conducting unlawful airstrikes in
Yemen that have killed
thousands of civilians and hit
schools, hospitals, markets and
homes in the neighbouring
country’s civil war.

Earlier this year, a report from the
conservative Henry Jackson
Society claimed that Saudi Arabia
was promoting and funding
extremism in the UK.

It said: “Saudi Arabia has, since
the 1960s, sponsored a
multimillion-dollar  effort to
export Wahhabi Islam across the
Islamic world, including to
Muslim communities in the west.

“In the UK, this funding has

The scholars would study hadith “with
the purpose of eliminating fake and
extremist texts and any texts that
contradict the teachings of Islam and
justify the committing of crimes,
murders and terrorist acts which have no
place in Islam, the religion of peace,”
said the ministry’s announcement.

Mecca and Medina, appointed
Sheikh Mohammed bin Hassan
al-Sheikh, a member of the senior
scholars council, as chairman of
the complex’s scientific council.
Members are to be appointed by
royal decree.

The Saudi authorities have been
worried about extremism, both
as a domestic threat and as a
strain on its relations with the
west, since 9/11, said Jane
Kinninmont, a senior research
fellow at Chatham House.

“They would say the accusations
are out of date, but they know

primarily taken the form of
endowments to mosques and
Islamic educational institutions,
which have in turn played host to
extremist preachers and the
distribution ~ of  extremist
literature. Influence has also been
exerted through the training of
British Muslim religious leaders in
Saudi Arabia, as well as the use of
Saudi textbooks in a number of
the UK's independent Islamic
schools.”

The Saudi embassy in London
said the claims  were
“categorically false”.
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