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simplecall

simplecall is...
honest

¢ Genuine minutes
e No hidden charges

e No connection fees

simplecall.com

020 343 50181

2
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Floor 2, 46 Whitec
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¢ Eastend Training is an exam centre for over
50 courses including ESOL, Maths and ICT.

To book your ESOL exam please call 02070961188

EASTEND TRAINING riinsven

Home of Lifelong Learning

, Suite 2

Ty I

Osmani centre

apel Road, E1 1JX

T: 020 7096 1188
M: 07539 316 742

m ESOL A1, A2, B1 & B2

E: info@eastendtraining.co.uk
W: www.eastendtraining.co.uk

® Food Hygiene Level: 1,2,3,& 4
m Health & Safety Level 1,2,3 & 4

® Child Protection & First Aid

= Immigration Home Inspection Report

Free Life in the UK courses available
No pass no fee for trinity B1 courses

Terms and conditions apply.

ABDUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY
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Capstone’s Offer Our Services s *l<» LONDON

*T&C apply

ror CAB DRIVERS

*T&C apply
for

Restaurant, Takeaway & Other Businesses

with an experienced, reliable & friendly service.

A KM Jalal Uddin ACCA
Chartered Certified Accountant

020 3490 6705, 07944 286 718

(

e Statutory Accounts & Audit
« Sole Trader & Partnership

Accounts
« Property Rental Accounts

« Business Plan & Projections
Company Formation

« Self Assessment Tax Returns
Capital Gain Tax
Corporation Tax Returns
VAT Returns & Payroll (RTI)

Call us today on

CAPSTONE

ACCOUNTANTS & TAX ADVISERS

. 50e Greatorex Street, London E1 5NP
e: info@capstoneaccountants.co.uk | www.capstoneaccountants.co.uk

* Offers end 3 months after this advert published. For full terms and conditions please call us.

=fef> TRAINING

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING COURSES

® FOOD HYGIENE

©® HEALTH & SAFETY

® HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
® FIRSTAID

©® TEACHING ASSISTANT

® FIRE AWARENESS

® CUSTOMER SERVICE

® (SCS (Health & Safety for
construction industry)

® REFRESHER COURSE

for nurses/ health & social care workers

Business Development Centre, UNIT 7
Call: 020 7377 5966 | 07961 064 965 7-5 Greatorex Street, London E1 5NF

info@londontrainingcentre.com | www.londontrainingcentre.com

CENTRE

4;15 Hirihﬁehf ncfe_ > :g ASDAN

[ —

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

%a'trs
DELIVERING

THE BEST
FOR LESS

HOME INSPECTION REPORT
® HOME INSPECTION REPORT FOR

IMMIGRATION PURPOSES
® FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

® GRANT/FUND MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANCY AND APPLICATION
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Roller Banners

from €39

With Stand & Carry Case.
VAT & design extra.
Limited period only

5000 A5 Leaflets

. ot
mrprinters

digital » design e print « promotional items
QUALITY PRINTING AT TRADE PRICES SINCE 1991

Our excellent customer service and high quality printing make us the most
reliable printing partner for all the projects you need done.

SPECIAL OFFERS

50,000 A4 Menus

#on £000

Printed full colour on 130gsm gloss.
Excludes design and delivery

Beneco Financial Services
5 Harbour Exchange Tel : 020 3633 2575
Canary Wharf Email :
London E14 9GE. info@benecofinance.co.uk

F
£065 S

from e

Printed full colour, single side on --.‘_:'_'

130gsm gloss.

flaiv... vibvant... big
o U>I impact...
> ® Concepts ® Menus @ Brochures ® Posters

[ ]

“ ® Corporate ID ' " ® Stationary @ Calendars m ® Vinyl Banners
u @ lllustration = ® Flyers @ NCR Bill Books n ® Pull-up Banners
a ® Print .- ® Leaflets ® Wedding Cards m © Pop-up Stands
J=m  © Display ® Posters ©® Magazines BEES e Prints on Canvas
U ® Web n ® Folders ® Books ‘ © A Boards

020 8507 3000 | info@mrprinters.co.uk | www.mrprinters.co.uk

07958 766 448 | Unit 4, 24 Thames Road, Barking, Essex 1G11 OHZ
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Whitechapel College

Serving the

community since 2005

Good News for Minicab/PCO Drivers
NO PASS NO FEE

We are the only recognised and most reputable
Institution in East London for TFL approved

B1 English Language Te

st or NVQ Level-3.
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Maryland Square, Startford

Email: info@whitechapelcollege.org.uk
Web: www.whitechapelcollege.org.uk




¥ | ) ]

S TorTEa wiifere 2@
?{Femmfw

BT, 3¢ SR ; 3 (A0S &fS
I S e e @G

AT 91 A |

e e 851 Yo D (2T
851 ¢o fffs e faw @Ise
TeP ey Gew e
fsreifemz Saf3fere 5o @5
! SPe 2 |

MR ooy SRS
Aqe  fapEdfe G eRgE
SRR feel |

T (G MO, AT AN
T T T GG JAAG 55

afmcaﬁrﬁ%m*nawﬁ@mm
g I @ ARG A
FAEA |

frale 2rRwe, T G
Hefqqm SR e @ E%

QAT AT (@ = o1
T T(@ | (@R IO IR Sbr

R CRY S SR

(e @6 (¥R ) Q0
e @3 TS o 31 R |

FA @ T AR T AT

oy R @b # i | R iahe A S KA

§ (T (T T TR S i3 22 O

TR A0 T (MR |

TRANE g4 [Eeife GIl: oI
qRER fieel Wiy azrad o)
& o e I (G T |

WWW.WEEKLYDESH.CO.UK

. 3 SrAzla

BIF, ¢ WFRA : AfEEE HIR JEAE e

| IO TR (T | <l e e

Tt Jeanga M (@Pres A9 SN
Aot | vy f efSraly s Aeifs (4red

LW | e e Sepge ANifed e

T | frenen fetfe e s
Freraied o e | AT, I @ bIFfa

e e e il S0 2% 7 |
| oS R PNed [al o, TR 14 ib! R
| IR SR, b Al OB IARAE Moy | O

MY (R A7 @0H3 fFTR T R B 5

¢ e fef | «wifes Wifbe ¢ 364 e el

Tt e, (Rl IfRET |
@ MR e a0 | 6y e ¢

| OIRE AR GIER Ao7 ToreEr v

1 I Tl (T A R ST ST T | FTafH1e T S5 AT

TERNG I (4R} @8 2/ | OF 77 Forareq
O T A A | IR #AffE 0T, e
S (A T FIACHS | TR FA oAb I

AT S o x| OO e SR ¢ S e fi oo

e sidie @3 I0Ea Sb frme |

& A | GO FID 3¢ TR | @ IR (FT TR
GRS 1 I fofd | 8RR g Z0aw- ©13
TE1G 8 TR AiRege (79 A-TEPR | 4
femt, fras fot | fog o9 07 g Oy (R0 Tt
G2 GIRs] e oy fegrel A | vefowam
AFAN @ iR A TR (P @
SR Sl |

oiEe feR OEl @TA- WK S

q PTaSTE SN (W, e SE | A

{3 | B 6 TGN QTN WIS 1 5I3Ee AW

WEEKLY DESH

I AT T MG @ (7! TR ST | @R
T ©I2 PN (RS O AIZAE Ao
(A TR (7 (S |

g 2 AT F FAE A (0 Re0a oo
IR TR T ATE IREAHTR «@@B o |
CIRICY I SIS ZAIE *} IS (FC TR
@ Qi fare e o | &1 e
(ST 0% 2 90 Gce 2AEw, Ifeea |/l
QG O] TS | WS (A, B8 @ Wrere
(AT WA 4 o 26T | FIel, A=A
BTRR O 4T O OIHR | TR 6% (W
faaTelge ¢ sitenal et veedl Fre | W@
& o R 5 F(F G ©IA e sAriisfifel
G (5RINE W R Rre Ot |

TG T ATTOR | FATE (A e A
fofit | FrawEm ST S ST, g S T
AR O, [PIPR  TRER S
BATEER SdAifeTe o1 AR TR | S
FE IS TSI I i W B uw
VIV % 20 O A <t i oy s
T | g3 @ A g AR & dxo
TICO | T2 Q006 A AMEE 6 &F LR
i fed R 37 fca |

BY ST AR ABCE AT S, NG
QR D (S QN | R HITEE A=A
W{E@ﬁ PG FETH- AT 1 27 R | 2A-
TR AR (A0 ST W 72-9e2 &R
f&% | 9%F (AF 7Y O & doo fofbr | (A
TNeTS O I 1% (bTele 01 [ w41
T | SR AT MG (ST AR e A |
AN TR T 8 T T | P Yoe Ao
(RS T O T FR@ a4 B | A0 T
@9 8 (1 M i 91 ¥ | WAAOIE, S
8 AMGI7{3R TEBIRAI (oI} Mg H&Z FCE G2

27 OCT. - 02 NOV. 2017 7

o1 oI S #it oy Wifbred

(@ATF | TSP TS ST “Mafere Sy
518 0 foffT | (1A (03 03 o P11 TS
R0 O Y T &I ¢o Y BT |

Ot @ FrgPTHe Wed 4RR ffve wre
AAEE MG @R @ e grEw
R | 3 TS @ A A9 freees e
o7 fTeRE tef 1 | @I (A7 afe 75 93
B SIT=3 <) B&oive 7 | AT #A1fed 89 (<t
GSIfeT TITeF Mg BIY 91 T 992 @ | B1F
77 oo, TR, fas, s, FEareH,
%3, foreTers 1, iz @ 219wl Tteg | 4 (AT
gfe ez ffe @ My (@ 72 59 x|
ST S Biel rg AW (0 G O Mg
e 21 | f <R g A= e e
AR (@ TG M o I @ T T
0 | SACFE, G, A QTR AN
R (@A 97 (72, (47 7 | o7 Tols
AT (@ IR SNGTS WA OF X |

G Y AN (RO IR (A o7
T AQRA (I THIfd A | Teife g ¢
IACR 3 JATE efefiy v o7 AW
sifqvda 73 | afeffy v AR M. ¢ S
Bofaqet oI R o SR, YRGS
Glol SRR (GRi6q) T SepRd 1 9
AR g B ZR | @ AR (A A7 IPeIod
o ez (rfTTes ol | el e (2 «@
<IN (ATF g TP &F 2O AT |
TReR St ReTae e sAfafve wta
QRS SRR (R | I S Sl
(FAL11, (PR FHAZ, SFZWA e
%f%ﬁemi—nﬁﬁﬁgmﬂawg—%ﬁrﬁ
AR ¥ FARRIE AWER PR F,
TR <R (A0 QIR AR A A |
5854 | SR IR A8 (BT T A&
Y (A3 |

Signs, Banners Stamps, Printing & Art Services

GlgW Abgib
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PFC, Restaurant, Takeaway, Grocery, Oﬁ"lce, Shop Sign Specialist

SPECIAL OFFERS

Banner from £30.00

MENUS
10,000 £299 =

25,000 @4@@ =

50,000 £699 =
1) G0ERY

from £3.00
Bill Books

50/50 - 100 Books £110
100/100 - 100 Books £199

Business Card
500 £35.00 1000 £45.00
2000 £60.00 5000 £99.00

A5 Leaflets

1000 £50.00
2000 £60.00
5000 £80.00

£10000 £130
www.signlinklondon n T: 0207 377 7513
s M: 07951 697797

Email: signlink@yahoo.com -

2A Heneage Street, (Brick Lane) London E1 5LJ

h#itR" emeimiZ RMboy DctRjvi thmKj tkyv @017
mii WRIMGMB Ges G titfFi civvva mdii’'i mi DEXYO©
nigiQ tm mKj tkyv x©i RMboy elkeisjv GWiKkb URSi
AT (AT O S e 0 20 | R et
SCORFIACE WA ¢ TCOH 2059 AR ML AT
T (MG & [{ATOSIF ST 1 AR |

AWARD CEREMONY

JAGANNATHPUR BRITISH BANGLA EDUCATION TRUST

The JBBET award ceremony is to be held in honour of the
students who have successfully passed their GCSE & A
Level exams. Residents of Jagannathpur Upozila living
in the UK whose children have achieved their GCSE & A
Level are requested to apply by 5th of November 2017.

Takeaway Service
Available

Saffron

Indian Diner
www.saffronindiandiner.co.uk

Free Home Delivery

For more information please call or text

Alfazur Rahman Jakir
Treasurer
07941 344996

| Ashik Choudhury =~ Mohib U Choudhury
Chairman General Secretary
7854 161862 07904 507767

Igbal M Hussain
Senior Vice Chairman

07931 643378
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OPENING

SOON

-2 GOF CASH & CARRY

(BARKING)

640 RIPPLE ROAD
BARKING, ESSEX

IG11 OSN

_ W U] W

_ A 8o I7d A PRI FfefGa i fafre
TR & 9 N g

Tel: 020 8593 2286 / 020 7537 6001
Open: Mon-Sat: 9am - 6.30pm Sun: 10am - 5pm

www.gandhiorientalfoods.co.uk

TTrR feaio I g Fife
GANDHI CASH & CARRY

Mile End Road

Gandhi Cash & Carry
231/233 Mile End Road
London E1 4AA

Ripple Road

GOF House , Unit 5,

A13 Approach (Rima House)
Ripple Road, Barking,

Essex 1G11 ORG

Thomas Road

GOF House

42-44 Thomas Road
London E14 7B)
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S & M building Maintenance Itd

= SYSTEM TO COMBI BOILER CONVERTION a

m BOILER SERVICE & NEW INSTALLATION

m CENTRAL HEATING POWER FLASHING .

 LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE sa!g

m ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING WORK /... noaq,

m COOKER SERVICE & INSTALLATION No: 231695

» REFURBISH THE WHOLE HOUSE Mob 07863 289758
1107985 262 696

ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY
UNIT 21-THE WHITECHAPEL CENTRE

b Email:

OOK UMRAH
FULL PACKAGE

TICKET ® HOTEL 3-5 STARS® VISA ® TRANSPORT
EXPERIENCED MUALLIM TOUR GUIDE AROUND MECCA AND MADINA

SR < -building
86-MYRDLE STREET LONDON E1 1HL | S @hotmail.com

FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY |
'E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!'

Paying i iolola110i+ WAl =*¥¥ Payment+ paper work + certificate +
caiTRl ¥4l Main insurance co - & 1Y,

Example, &I & F1%41 broker- < HI€ 0 | SFH] &4 691

8/¢ ¥&#4 No Claim Bonus +

ol 1 Kgo WY Insurance payment amount (%1% up-to A
ean Licence L /o B 1t Direct Debit -« Tws | M o Ll
T 30-280 *1T8S FiTeR GRiTTR TR 80 L 1

bl ZAM ZAM TRAVELS

1A 9-0¢ #1ES $5 F0H |
Serving for last 8 years  (We do not help CAB/TRADE Insurance) MONEY TRANSFER AND CARGO
388 GREEN STREET, LONDON, E13 9AP

TO GET A QUOTE Please Call (Mon-Sat 9am-8pm)
Cy - 02084701155

Mr. Ali : 07950 417 360 (T-Mobile), Tel: 02081 230 430, Fax: 02078 060 776
=< zamzamtravelsuk@gmail.com

% %406 insurance a0y fitn il |

Your insurance will be updated in MID
{Motor Insurance Database) www.askmid.com

Emaill: cheapguote@hotmail.co.uk, Suite 10, 219 Bow Road, London E3 25J
www.facebook.com/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
www.sites.google.com/site/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
(Please find us in you lube and Google by typeing (e3 cheap car insurance broker)
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Hotline: 0207 790 1234 (PBX)
Direct: 0207 702 7460

TRAVEL SERVICES

CHEAP AIR TICKETS FOR
INTERNATIONAL &
DOMESTICFLIGHTS ON YOUR
CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS

HAJJ & HOLIDAY PACKAGES

LOW COST FLIGHTS TO ANY CITY
AROUND THE WORLD

WORLDWIDE CARGO SERVICE

WE CAN HELP WITH: Passport - No
Visa - Renewal Matters
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313-319 COMMERCIAL ROAD
LONDON E1 2PS, F: 0207 790 3063
E: kushiaratravel@hotmail.com

CARGO
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B Worldwide Money Transfer
M Bureau De Exchange

We buy & sell
BDTaka, USD, Euro

Open
7 days
a week
10am-8pm
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MONEY TO
BANGLADESH -23
EVERY DAY 10AM T0 8PM 7
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131 Whitechapel Road
London E1 1DYT, 020 7247 2119
(Dposite Enst London Masjid)

ol Manor Park

425 Iligh St North Manor Park

London E12 6TL, 020 8552 6067
(Cxpasiie Baliur HRahman Musjid)
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HM Revenue
= I A" ' i & Customs
Registered Agent With HM Revenue & Customs

ACCOUNTANTS  DirectLine: 07528 118 118
07428 247 365
T 02034117843

» Accounts for LTD Company

» Restaurants & Take Away

» Cab Drivers & Small Shops 69 Vallance Road
» Builders & Plumbers London E15BS
» VAT

» Payroll
» Company Formations NIEABULFEE NGl anian

» Business Plan We ar iEtaradii
» Tax Return E: info@tajaccountants.co.uk € .regls e!‘e 'Ce'_.Ice
W: www.tajaccountants.co.uk holder in public practice
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Dr. Mizanur Rahman
MSc, DHMS, D.Hom, MD(AM)PhD

Dr. Ahmed Hossain
MA, D.Hom(England)

Secretary Chairman
British Bangladesh Traditional

Doctor’s Association in The UK

271a Whitechapel Road
(2nd Floor, Room G)
London E1 1BY

www.homoeoherbal.co.uk

Tel : 020 3372 5424
Mob : 07723 706 996, 07931 750 250
Email : homoeoherbal@yahoo.co.uk
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Contact: Mr. Anwar: 07944 771 391

Mr. Shahin: 07397 553 674

(WD: 36-39)

® Major Redecorating

HARIS BUILDERS
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New Branch

Avondale Court, Avondale Road,
Caning Town, London E16 4RH

Tel 020 3638 6498
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Tareq Chowdhury
Principal

This firm is Authorised and regulated
by Solicitors Regulation Authority

Kingdom Solicitors
Commissioner fpr OATHS
our services

m Immigration

m Employment
m Litigation

m Benefit

m Family & Children m Landlord & Tenant

m Lease Transfer
m Force Marriage
Problem

m. 07961 960 650 | 53A MILE END ROAD
t. 020 7650 7970

FIRST FLOOR, LONDON E1 4TT
DX address: DX155249 TOWER HAMLETS 2
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'It's time for the world to

stop ignoring Yemen

New terror laws 'would criminalise crown prince says
thought', watchdog warns

Ministers should not "criminalise thought"
with plans to prosecute people who view
extremist content online, the UK's terror
watchdog has said.

Home Secretary Amber Rudd recently
announced plans to increase jail terms for
those found guilty to 15 years.

But Max Hill QC said "thought without action"
was not terrorism and it would be "quite
wrong" to create new laws which treat it as
such.

Downing Street said a "clear message" needed
to be sent to terrorists.

Following the spate of terror attacks, Theresa
May declared "enough is enough" and vowed
to crack down on extremism.

Earlier this month, Ms Rudd stated her
intention of increasing prison sentences for
people who repeatedly stream terror-related
content online.

Currently, the law only applies to material
downloaded and stored, and comes with a
maximum penalty of 10 years.

But speaking to human rights group Justice
on Tuesday, Mr Hill warned against a "knee-

jerk" reaction and said there was a distinct
difference between extremism and terrorism.
"Whilst we can all agree that there should be
nowhere for real terrorists to hide, we should
also agree that legislating in the name of
terrorism when the targeted activity is not
actually terrorism would be quite wrong," he
said.

"We do not, and should not criminalise
thought without action or preparation for
action.

"Thought with steps towards action can be
terrorism. Thought without action or
preparation for action may be extremism, but
it is not terrorism."

He argued that government should not be
"rushing to add yet more offences to the
already long list".

Mr Hill also suggested that terrorists who
commit modest or middle ranking offences
should not face longer jail terms.

Where that has been done in recent years, it
seemed to be driven "political desire" rather
than "real need", he added.

A Downing Street spokeswoman said the UK

had to tackle the ideologies that inspire
terrorism.

She added: "What we want to do is to send a
clear message that we will not tolerate
terrorism, those who help radicalise terrorists
with their extremist views, or those who turn
a blind eye to terrorist activity."

Mr Hill also said British authorities must be
more proactive in engaging with the Muslim
community, and told his audience many
believed there was "one law for Muslims, and
another for the rest".

It is the second time the watchdog has found
himself at odds with members of the
government in recent days.

Earlier this month, Mr Hill said Britons who
joined so-called Islamic State through
"naivety" should be spared prosecution and
instead be reintegrated into society if they
return home.

That contrasted significantly with remarks
from Foreign Office minister Rory Stewart who
said that "in almost every case" British IS
fighters should be killed.

Jonathan Freedland

Those craving the end of the Trump presidency
will hail Jeff Flake and Bob Corker as heroes.
They are conservative Republican senators
who have turned on their own party’s
president, Flake condemning Donald Trump in
a powerful, stirring speech in the chamber
yesterday, Corker dishing it out in a form his
target will understand: an interview followed
by a series of sharp, barbed tweets. The latest
reads: “Same untruths from an utterly
untruthful president. #AlertTheDaycareStaff,”
the hashtag being a reference to Corker's
earlier description of the White House as “an
adult day care center”.

All that will be heartening to those who
understand that, as things stand, the only force
that can thwart, impeach or eventually remove
Trump is the Republican-dominated Congress.
Only if Republicans turn on the president in
sufficient numbers will he be imperilled. The
optimistic Trump opponent will be hoping that
Flake and Corker are the first bulls to break in
what will eventually be a Republican
stampede.

But there’s a problem. Both men have coupled
their criticisms with a decision about their

With Trump and Brexit, politicians
must put principles before prospects

-
;’ g‘.n-.
| T

|
futures, announcing that they will not seek re-
election. The good news is that that frees them
to oppose Trump trenchantly from now until
they formally vacate their seats in January
2019: if they vote with Senate Democrats, they
could block Trump altogether, denying him
any major legislative achievement. The bad
news is that it suggests the price of opposing
Trump is your own career.

In which case, few will do it. The lesson of the
past 18 months in US politics is that even those
Republicans who are privately appalled by
Trump's behaviour will not say so publicly if
that risks alienating the Trump base, those
Republicans whose votes they need to stay in
office. The exemplar is house speaker Paul

Ryan, whose reaction to seeing Trump turn on
a war widow or praise white supremacists or
bait North Korea's dictator over Twitter is a
shrug of the shoulders.

This might be emerging as a key battle line in
our politics, and not only in America. In a
perceptive Times column on Tuesday, Rachel
Sylvester wrote how Westminster had become
a hall of mirrors, in which countless politicians
were saying and doing things they didn't
believe in - with Theresa May, Philip Hammond
and hundreds of Conservative and Labour MPs
all pursuing Brexit even though they
campaigned for, and still believe in, the cause
of remaining in the EU. They do it, in part,
because they fear the eventual retribution of
the voters if they did otherwise.

But Corker and Flake have suggested a way out
of that hall of mirrors. They could no longer
defend a president they find indefensible, so
they stopped trying. It is an admirable thing, to
sacrifice your own political career for the sake
of averting what you believe is a disaster - and
using your office, while you still have it, to
advance your principles, not your prospects.
When faced with the twin calamities of Brexit
and Trump, more politicians might consider
following their lead.

Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman has
said the return of "moderate
Islam" is key to his plans to
modernise the Gulf kingdom.
He told reporters that 70% of
the Saudi population was
under 30 and that they
wanted a "life in which our

religion translates to
tolerance".
The prince vowed to

"eradicate the remnants of
extremism very soon".

He made the comments after
announcing the investment
of $500bn (£381bn) in a new
city and business zone.
Dubbed NEOM, it will be
situated on 26,500 sq km
(10,230 sq miles) of Saudi
Arabia's north-western Red
Sea coast, near Egypt and
Jordan.

Saudi Arabia's royal family
and religious establishment
adhere to an austere form of
Sunni  Islam  known as
Wahhabism, and the king
styles himself as the guardian
of Islam's two holiest sites.
Islamic codes of behaviour
and dress are strictly enforced
in the kingdom.

Last year, Prince Mohammed
unveiled a wide-ranging plan
to bring social and economic
change to the oil-dependent
kingdom known as Vision
2030.

As part of those reforms, the
32-year-old has proposed the
partial privatisation of the
state oil company, Saudi
Aramco, and the creation of
the world's largest sovereign
wealth fund.

~ Saudis want return
to moderate Islam

L bl N

And in September his father,
King Salman, announced
that a ban on women
drivers would end next year,
despite long-standing
opposition from religious
conservatives.

The government also wants
to invest in the
entertainment sector.
Concerts are once again
being held and cinemas are
expected to return soon.
Prince Mohammed defended
the reforms at an economic
conference in Riyadh on
Tuesday that drew foreign
investors and dignitaries.
"We are returning to what we
were before - a country of
moderate Islam that is open
to all religions, traditions and
people around the globe," he
said.

"We want to live a normal life.
A life in which our religion
translates to tolerance, to our
traditions of kindness," he
added.

"Seventy percent of the Saudi
population is under 30, and
honestly we will not spend
the next 30 years of our lives
dealing with destructive
ideas. We will destroy them
today and at once."

The prince stressed that Saudi
Arabia "was not like this
before 1979", when there was
an Islamic revolution in Iran
and militants  occupied
Mecca's Grand Mosque.
Afterwards, public
entertainment in Saudi Arabia
was banned and clerics were
given more control over
public life.
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E-cigarettes: Cross-
party group of MPs
launches inquiry

MPs are to carry out an inquiry into
e-cigarettes amid concerns there
are "significant gaps" in what is
known about them and how they
are regulated.

The science and technology
committee will look at their
effectiveness as a stop-smoking
tool and the impact of their
growing use on health.

Nearly three million people in the
UK now "vape" regularly - four
times more than in 2012.

But committee chair Norman Lamb
said there was mixed messaging
on vaping.

The Liberal Democrat MP said:
"They are seen by some as valuable
tools that will reduce the number
of people smoking 'conventional'
cigarettes, and seen by others as
're-normalising' smoking for the
younger generation.

"We want to understand where the
gaps are in the evidence base, the
impact of the regulations, and the
implications of this growing
industry on NHS costs and the UK's
public finances."

The announcement comes after e-
cigarettes were included in this
year's Stoptober campaign - aimed
at helping people stop smoking -
for the first time.

The government-backed
campaign, which has been running
during October, now features
vaping in its TV adverts.

It came after the smoking devices
proved to be the most popular tool
for quitting during the 2016
campaign.

But despite this, e-cigarettes are
not yet officially prescribed on the
NHS.

New draft guidance from the
National Institute for Health and
Care Excellence (NICE) does not list
e-Cigarettes as a recommendation
to help people quit either.

But it does say patients should be
told some smokers have found
them helpful when they want to
give up.

NICE advises that patients should
be told that there "is currently little
evidence on the long-term
benefits or harms of these
products".

The cross-party group of MPs has

asked for written evidence to be
submitted by 8 December.
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The 350 million people
who don't even exist

Whenever any report has a "global" subject
matter it's never long before there's a massive,
global-size statistic, counting people by the
millions and billions.

News reports on global problems like to gesture
to devastation and deprivation on an epic scale,
counting out the suffering in numbers so big
that they almost lose meaning.

And maybe they actually do go astray.

Because the annual monitoring report on
education from the United Nations education
agency, Unesco, makes the point that global
figures on access to education could be out by a
factor of 350 million.

That's not a minor gap in the headcount. That's
the equivalent of the combined populations of
the UK, Germany, France, Italy and Spain.
These ‘invisible" people, below the
demographic radar, are described as "the
poorest of the poorest". These are families
growing up in places where censuses and
administrators do not reach.

These are millions of unregistered lives in
sprawling slums around some cities in the
developing world, or in families living illegally
and undocumented as migrants.

Unesco's report says that the conventional
means of gathering information - such as
household surveys, censuses and records of
birth and death - are only likely to be accurate
for populations that are settled, visible and
accessing services.

Shifting and excluded populations, even in their
tens of millions, are harder to identify and can
slip away from the spreadsheets and the data
gatherers.

Children living on the streets might not show up
in the numbers not making it to school. They
won't even count enough to be absences. The
homeless or nomadic are missing from
population studies going from house to house.
Unwanted refugees driven over borders by
political violence can be left uncounted and
unrecognised by reluctant hosts.

The UN agency estimates an undercount of 250
million in household surveys used in developing

countries and says another 100 million are likely
to be outside the reach of official statistics,
including those living as illegal immigrants in
wealthier countries.

This year's education monitoring report focuses
on accountability.

But the Unesco study highlights that holding
governments accountable for failing to deliver
education services depends on knowing how
many people need to be supported.
International goals to cut illiteracy and increase
access to school places need to recognise that
some of the most disadvantaged are not even

part of the target.

Unesco says that it raises the question of who is
responsible for people who don't even appear in
national figures.

Such discrepancies appear in the UN agency's
own range of figures.

Unesco says that its annual statistics for children
without access to school include an estimate for
those hard to reach communities.

But in comparisons for inequalities in access and
public spending on education, Unesco says
these "invisible" millions are not included.

The UN agency makes the point that if the
"mantra” of the current development goals is
that "no one is left behind", for hundreds of
millions, they never even get as far as being
recognised as existing.

As such, "no one is ultimately held to account for
protecting their rights".

This year's newly-released figures show 264
million young people without access to primary
or secondary school.

The report warns of six successive years in which
education has received a declining share of aid
budgets.

-

And an international group of former education
ministers, the Atlantis Group, including former
UK education secretary Nicky Morgan and US
education secretary Arne Duncan, has called for
a greater commitment to aid for education.
Last month, another UN agency, Unicef,
reported there had been "nearly zero progress"
in the past decade on improving access to
school in the poorest countries.

And earlier this month, Unesco's Institute for
Statistics warned of a "staggering" problem in
lack of quality in schools, with more than .

Child abuse images viewed by ‘horrifying’ number of people

A "horrifying” number of people in the UK are looking at images of child abuse
online, according to one of the country’s leading police officers.

Dave Thompson, the chief constable of West Midlands police, told the
Commons home affairs select committee that society at large needs to discuss
the issue, which is about “much more than law enforcement”.

“| am staggered by what | see in terms of the operations the force carries out
on the peer-to-peer sharing of images and more sensitive covert policing
techniques we carry out,” he said. “The amount of men in this country who
appear to show an active interest in this area is horrifying and the scale of it, |

think, takes my breath away.

“There is a really big discussion | think, as a society, about how we deal with
this, that's much more than law enforcement. Of course it makes us all feel
deeply uncomfortable to think that people who have that involvement in those
activities should in any shape or form escape punishment. But the scale of it is

just absolutely huge.”

There was a 258% increase in the number of websites dedicated to the

to the Internet Watch Foundation. However, the UK hosts less than 0.1% of the
world’s child sexual abuse images.

At the meeting the Tory MP Tim Loughton asked about suggestions that there
should be alternative prosecutions for those guilty of viewing indecent images
because those in denial were unlikely to be receptive to treatment.
Thompson said: “Everything as a police officer and a parent says that we need
to do something urgently to deter people in this area.

“| think if people are in denial that they've got a problem, then we need to be
really careful that treatment might not work, but | think the broader issue that's

being raised is this is a massive challenge, | think, that goes far beyond policing.”

more common.

Charities including Stop It Now! work to eradicate child porn online and
provide confidential support to users. The majorities of offenders avoid
custodial sentences, with suspended sentences and community orders

Police budgets, excluding counter-terrorism grants, have fallen sharply since

distribution of child sexual abuse imagery between 2015 and 2016, according  fa|l.

2010, amounting to a 20% cut from 2010-15 and police numbers continue to
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The Harvey Weinstein of

Hamid Dabashi

A spectre is haunting Hollywood - the
spectre of a sexual predator named
Harvey Weinstein. All the powers of
liberal elite have gathered their forces to
exorcise this infamy. From New York
Times and the New Yorker to the
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and
Sciences down to every website and
tabloid from coast to coast. What they
could not do to Donald Trump now they
are determined to do to Harvey
Weinstein with a vengeance: Scandalise
and run him out of town, as if he were an
effigy of Donald Trump.

In October 2017, The New York Times
and The New Yorker came out with
two bombshell exposes that dozens of
women in the film industry had
accused Harvey Weinstein, a
prominent film producer, of sexual
harassment, sexual assault and even
rape.

Scores of other prominent actors -
including Gwyneth Paltrow, Angelina
Jolie, and Mira Sorvino - subsequently
came forward and accused Weinstein
of such abusive behaviours. Weinstein,
however, denied "any non-consensual
sex", as his wife announced she was
divorcing him.

Weinstein was soon fired from the
company he cofounded and expelled
from the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences. But still the key
question persisted, how could such
abuses go on for decades without
being exposed.

In the middle of this traumatic event,
in which the world outside Hollywood
is coming to terms with the horrid fact of
sexual abuse in the film industry, the
appearance of a bizarre article in the New
York Times with the title of "Could this be
the Harvey Weinstein of Islam?" was
jarring and outlandish, even for the New
York Times.

The piece, penned by a notorious Ayaan
Hirsi Ali wannabe, tells its readers: "An
activist in France leveled rape allegations
against the grandson of the founder of
the Muslim Brotherhood on Friday."

We read the piece and we learn that a
young Muslim woman in Paris, Henda
Ayari, had written a book in French, J'ai
choisi d'etre libre (I chose to be free), in
which she had described how she was
the subject of a sexual assault by a
Muslim man, but had kept his identity
anonymous.

But with "the #MeToo hashtag
ricocheting around the globe, as women
worldwide shared their experiences of
sexual harassment and assault, Ayari

found new courage" and in a Facebook
post declared: "It is a very difficult
decision but | too have decided it is time
to denounce my attacker. It is Tariq
Ramadan."

No amount of sexual violence by Muslim
men, no matter how 'prominent’ they
may think they are, amounts to the
astoundingly racist headline of 'the

Harvey Weinstein of Islam' - as indeed
Harvey Weinstein himself being a Jew
has absolutely nothing to do with the
noble, civilizing, and the enduring moral
rectitude of Judaism.

The key question is not the actual
content of this piece of news - for if
indeed, as Ms Ayari alleges, a weak and
vulnerable woman has been subjected
to unwanted sexual advances and
coerced into an abusive relationship
against her will, then the matter must be
exposed, denounced, and taken to any
legal court if the victim so chooses, and
the perpetrator ostracised and shamed.
There is no discounting, dismissing,
belittling, or sidestepping an allegation
of such gravity.

But the issue is not the substance of such
allegations. Sexual violence is a global
and transcultural malady and needs the
global attention it now receives. Among
the 1.6 billion Muslims around the world,
no doubt Muslim men (like all other men)
have their share of despicable sexual
violence that needs to be exposed and

el

addressed. But no amount of sexual
violence by Muslim men, no matter how
"prominent" they may think they are,
amounts to the astoundingly racist
headline of "the Harvey Weinstein of
Islam" - as indeed Harvey Weinstein
himself being a Jew has absolutely
nothing to do with the noble, civilising,
and the enduring moral rectitude of
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Judaism.

How is that so? Allow me to explain.

Did anyone call Harvey Weinstein "the
monster of Judaism?" No - because his
criminal monstrosity has nothing to do
with Judaism. Did anyone call the other

sexual predator Americans have freely
and democratically elected as their
president "the Harvey Weinstein of
Christianity"? No - because Donald
Trump's shenanigans have nothing to do
with Christianity.

Muslim women are systematically raped
and murdered in Myanmar - has anyone
ever uttered the term "Harvey Weinstein

of Buddhism"? There are plenty of rapists
in India - we have never read the New
York Times calling them "Harvey
Weinstein of Hinduism" - and rightly so.

Why then should the New York Times
fish around the world for one alleged

A Muslim, a Jew, a Christian, a Buddhist, a Hindu
is a fallible human being. Islam, Judaism,
Christianity, etc are abstract sacred orders,
normative moral universes, definitive to the
ethical intuition of our senses of the sublime and
the truthful. The history of our humanity is
ravaged by the moral depravity of all of us of
whatever denomination we might be.

Islam’ - anyone?

case of sexual violence presumably
perpetrated by a Muslim and call it
"Harvey Weinstein of Islam".

Tariq Ramadan is indeed known mostly
in Europe as a prominent Muslim, the
grandson of another prominent Muslim
- but no Muslim, no matter how
prominent he might be, represents Islam.
There are high-ranking Christian priests
accused and even convicted of sexual
abuse of children. There are Jewish
rabbis calling for the wholesale massacre
of Palestinians. There are power monger
Shia clerics running a vicious theocracy
in Iran. There are Sunni mass murderers
roaming in Iraq and Syria. There are
Buddhist monks slaughtering Rohingya
Muslims in Myanmar. But none of these
atrocities can or should be declared as an
indication of the categorical moral
depravity of Christianity, Judaism, Islam,
Buddhism or Hinduism.

A Muslim, a Jew, a Christian, a Buddhist,
a Hindu is a fallible human being. Islam,
Judaism, Christianity, etc are abstract
sacred orders, normative moral
universes, definitive to the ethical
intuition of our senses of the sublime and
the truthful. The history of our humanity
is ravaged by the moral depravity of all
of us of whatever denomination we
might be. But if against all odds we can
still stand erect and tally any measure of
truth to our existence it is precisely
because the best and the sublimest in
our self-transcendence have been
summoned in these sacred orders.

But today it is only Islam, and it is only in
the United States, Europe, and Israel - the
epicentre of white supremacist racism -
that has been successfully and totally
transformed into a singular signal of an
unrelenting evil that needs to be
eradicated.

The New York Times today is integral to
a massive Islamophobic machinery that
marks Islam and Muslim as the diabolic
enemy of history, of humanity, and of all
manners and claims to a civilized life. If
something like the Harvey Weinstein
scandal has absolutely nothing to do
with Muslims and Islam, they will find a
pernicious way to find one case of
alleged Muslim sexual violence and pin
it down not on him as a person, a Muslim,
a scholar, but on the entirety of "Islam"
itself.

The target of this vicious Islamophobia is
not just individual Muslims. It is against
Islam itself. It aims to rob Muslims of the
very fabric of their humanity, debone
their moral rectitude to nullity - either to
die under Bush, Obama, and Trump
bombs from one end of the Muslim
world to another or else convert to a
"Judeo-Christian" creed and be saved
and civilised.
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'It's time for the world to
stop | |gnor|ng Yemen

Radhya Almutawakel

The UNHRC's war crimes investigation in
Yemen can be an important step towards
the peaceful resolution of the conflict.

Earlier this year, | left my home in Yemen
to try to tell the world the story of a
collapsing and suffering country, a story
that largely has been ignored despite the
United Nations calling it "the largest
humanitarian crisis in the world".
Ignored, despite grave violations
committed by all parties to the conflict
since 2014, including the use of
starvation as a weapon of war. Ignored,
despite the war having driven seven
million civilians - more than the entire
population of the Washington, DC,
metropolitan area - to the brink of
famine. Ignored, despite more than
750,000 cases of cholera, the world's
worst outbreak of that disease.

Last month, the international community
took the first step to no longer ignore the
conflict in Yemen, when the UN Human
Rights Council established a new
international panel of experts to report on
the violations that have been committed by
all sides to this horrible conflict. In so doing,
the international community finally has
sent a clear message to all warring parties -
to the Saudis and their partners, to the
Ansar Allah armed group (also known as
the Houthis) and their ally former Yemeni
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, to current
Yemeni President Abd-Rabbu Mansour

Hadi's forces and armed groups loyal to him
- that the world finally is watching, that
impunity will no longer reign in Yemen, and
that violations of human rights and of the
laws of war will meet consequences.

Having made this promise of
accountability more than two years into
the conflict, the international community
owes it to the people of Yemen to ensure
that the words of the Human Rights
Council's resolution are translated into
reality. The UN must select strong,
impartial experts for this panel, women
and men of character who will not be
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afraid to identify perpetrators of
violations on all sides.

Countries like the United States, the
United Kingdom, and France, which have
stood by their Saudi and Emirati allies
despite documented attacks on civilians
- and indeed, have continued to sell
Saudi Arabia and the UAE bombs and
other weapons for use in their air strikes
on Yemen - must give the UN panel
proper backing, no matter its findings
and conclusions. And the UN experts
must realise that their mandate is to
speak truth to power, and to identify

those responsible for killing innocent
men, women, and children in Yemen.

If the international community takes this
opportunity to work to end the conflict,
Yemen's next chapter could be one of
hope, and we could begin rebuilding our
broken country and saving millions of
lives from being lost.

Too often, the causes of peace and
justice are presented as irreconcilable in
conflict, but in Yemen, the establishment
of this new UN investigative mechanism
can help advance the peaceful resolution
of the conflict, by shining a light on

violations by the parties and making
clear that victories on the battlefield
cannot lead to political gains. Coupled
with diplomatic pressure, it could
incentivise all parties to go back to the
negotiating table. The international
community should use this moment of
heightened scrutiny to restart the UN-led
peace process.

The US, the UK, and France - as permanent
UN Security Council members who did not
support a strong UN inquiry - have a special
responsibility to seize this moment. If the
international community misses this
opportunity and continues to ignore
Yemen, the consequences will be dire. Not
only will Yemen's people continue to suffer
starvation, bombardment, and disease on a
scale unseen anywhere else in the world,
but the threat to the West will increase
from terrorists and extremists whom the US
State Department has confirmed are using
Yemen's instability to multiply their
strength and numbers.

The story of Yemen that | have told on my
travels to date has been one of tragedy,
suffering, and neglect by the rest of the
world. If the international community takes
this opportunity to work to end the conflict,
Yemen's next chapter could be one of
hope, and we could begin rebuilding our
broken country and saving millions of lives
from being lost.

Radhya Almutawakel is the Chairperson
of Mwatana, a Yemeni human rights
organisation.

years old, are receiving treatment for rape in
camps on the Bangladesh border, according to
medics who say that young refugees account
for half of those sexually assaulted while fleeing
violence in Myanmar.

Médecins Sans Frontieres says dozens of
Rohingya girls have been given medical and
psychological support at its Kutupalong health
facility's sexual and reproductive health unit-a
specialist clinic for survivors of sexual assault
based in the largest refugee camp in Cox's
Bazar.

Of those fleeing Rakhine state who come to the
clinic for treatment relating to rape, “about 50%
are aged 18 or under, including one girl who
was nine years old and several others under the
age of 10", an MSF spokesperson said.

The organisation stressed this was just a fraction
of those believed to have been sexually
assaulted and raped since military operations
began on 25 August, as most survivors faced
practical and cultural barriers to accessing
treatment.

“Women and girls often don't seek medical care
for sexual violence due to the stigma, shame
and fear of being blamed for what's happened
to them,” said Aerlyn Pfeil, an MSF midwife

focusing on support for survivors of sexual and
gender-based violence (SGBV) in Cox's Bazar.
In the last week a nine-year-old girl was among
the new arrivals who received medical
treatment after being raped, as military violence
against Rohingya Muslims in Rakhine continues.
The Rohingya are Muslims who live in majority-
Buddhist Myanmar. They are often described as
"the world's most persecuted minority".

Nearly all of Myanmar's 1.1 million Rohingya live
in the western coastal state of Rakhine. The
government does not recognise them as
citizens, effectively rendering them stateless.
In 2012, deadly clashes with Buddhists in
Rakhine caused 140,000 Rohingya to flee their
homes. Many have since paid people smugglers
to take them on dangerous sea voyages to
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia, where they
are often exploited.

Extremist nationalist movements insist the
group are illegal immigrants from Bangladesh,
although the Rohingya say they are native to
Rakhine state.

Rights groups accuse Myanmar authorities of
ethnic cleansing, systematically ~forcing
Rohingya from the country through violence
and persecution, a charge the government has
denied.

Rohingya refugees have repeatedly
described incidents of gang rape and sexual
assaults by the Myanmar army during
military operations the UN has said amount
to ethnic cleansing, but this is the first
timeevidence of a large number of children
being targeted has emerged.

According to another SGBV medical
specialist working in the camps, who asked
not to be named because of patient privacy,
most cases she has dealt with involve the
army gathering all the women and girls in a
village in one place and picking “the most
beautiful” to be taken away and raped, either
by individual soldiers or groups.

"Alot of them are just 12 or 13 years old,” she
said.

One recent case she dealt with involved a
child under 10 with severe bleeding who had
been raped by three soldiers, she said.

Her account backs the stories of numerous
refugees who describe similar incidents of
mass rape, with many saying some victims
were subsequently killed.

After speaking to psychological experts in
the camps who warned such interviews
could increase trauma for victims, the
Guardian did not seek to speak directly to

Rohingya girls under 10 raped while fleeing Myanmar, charity says

Rohingya children, some of them under 10

child rape survivors.

| cried when they took away my little sister,
but | couldn't stop them.

However, during an interview with a 27-year-
old woman from the Buthidaung area of
Rakhine, who said her husband and father
were rounded up and killed by the Myanmar
military shortly after 25 August, it emerged
the woman’s 14-year-old sister had been
raped during the attack.

"The military put all the male people to one
side and took all the female people into the
jungle,” she said, adding that the soldiers
then selected some girls and women.

"| cried when they took away my little sister,
but | couldn't stop them.

“They tortured and raped many girls and
women. When they stopped and left | went
looking for my sister and saw many bodies
on the ground. When | found my sister |
didn’t know if she was alive or dead, but she
was breathing.

“She was bleeding a lot so | carried her to a
little river and washed her. Then | took her on
my shoulders till | found a small medical
clinic [in Rakhine] and got some medicine for
her.”

The woman said her sister had later told her

she had been raped by two soldiers and by

one of the ethnic Rakhine Buddhist civilians
who had been involved in the attack on their
village.

She said she had not heard about the
specialist clinics in the camp and that her
sister had not received any support or
medical care since reaching Bangladesh.
“What I'm finding is that many of the
survivors I've met are recent arrivals from
Myanmar and have not previously been
aware that there are specific medical
services, or any medical services at all,
available to them,” said Pfeil.

“When I've been speaking to survivors of
sexual violence, one of the more
heartbreaking and common requests I've
had is for new cloth skirts, because [weeks]
later, they're still wearing the same clothes
they were raped or assaulted in."

More than 600,000 people have fled from
Myanmar into Bangladesh since 25 August
and are now struggling to survive in terrible
conditions in sprawling makeshift camps.
Human Rights Watch said last week: “The
Burmese military has clearly used rape as one
of a range of horrific methods of ethnic
cleansing against the Rohingya.”
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More than 100 MPs demand Oxford and
(ambridge universities end 'social apartheid

More than 100 MPs have written to the
heads of Oxford and Cambridge
University calling for urgent reforms after
data revealed a "social apartheid" in
student admissions.

The MPs, many of whom represent parts
of the country that are under-
represented at Oxbridge, criticise the
institutions for continuing to draw the
“overwhelming majority” of their
students from a “small minority in terms
of both geography and socio-economic
background”.

The letter, organised by Labour MP
David Lammy, calls on Oxbridge to “take
the initiative” in directly contacting
talented students and in “reaching out to
parts of our society and our country that
are under-represented”.

It accuses the collegiate admissions
system of being “highly subjective”,
arguing that Oxbridge must consider
implementing a centralised admissions
process in order to achieve “real and
sustained progress”.

The letter states: “Much more work is
required to find the most talented
students who may be from
disadvantaged backgrounds, lack the
confidence or support networks to apply
to Oxbridge or live in parts of the country
and attend schools that do not
traditionally send many students to
Oxbridge.

“We call on you to take the initiative in
directly contacting talented and straight
A students, whether following GCSE, AS
Level or A Level results, and in reaching
out to parts of our society and our
country that are under-represented.”
Data published last week by Mr Lammy
following Freedom of Information
requests found a decline in the social
diversity of students at Oxford and
Cambridge, with 82 per cent of Oxbridge

offers currently made to applicantn the
top two social classes, compared to 79
per centin 2010 and 77 per cent in 2004-
09.

It also revealed that Oxbridge makes
more offers to applicants from four of the
Home Counties than the whole of the
North, drawing just under half (48 per
cent) of its students from London and
the South East, with 11 per cent from the
Midlands, 15 per cent from the North and
2 per cent from Wales.

Thirteen Oxford University colleges failed
to make a single offer to black A-level
applicants over a six-year period, with
only three of its 32 colleges making an
offer to a black A-level applicant every
year between 2010 to 2015, the figures
showed.

. Mr Lammy, who accused

2yl
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einstitutions
of "social apartheid" when the figures
emerged, said Oxbridge were letting
down “whole swathes of the country” -
arguing that the taxpayer should not
continue to “foot the bill” for them.
“These universities are public bodies
taking over £800 million each year from
taxpayers in every city, town and village,
but they are letting down whole swathes
of the country - particularly across the
North, the Midlands and Wales,” he said.
“Oxbridge are failing to live up to their
responsibilities so there is no reason why
the taxpayer should continue to foot this
bill. An Oxbridge degree is still the
golden ticket in our society and a
gateway to the top jobs so the
Government has a responsibility to hold
Oxbridge to account.

e

"For far too long Oxbridge have been
long on rhetoric when it comes to
improving access and widening
participation but very short indeed on
action and this needs to change
urgently."

The vice-chancellor of Cambridge
University, Professor Stephen Toope,
said in response to the letter: "l believe
that all  universities, including
Cambridge, have a duty to be open to
people  from all  backgrounds,
irrespective of race, class and origin.
"Our excellence is built on diversity. We
recognise that more hard work is
required, but a great deal has already
changed in our outreach work, in the
financial support we give students, and
in our admissions processes -
particularly over the last 10 years."

He claimed the university's latest
admissions statistics show the highest
proportion of state-educated students in
35years, and a significant increase in the
proportion of UK students coming from
the hardest to reach communities.

We currently spend £5m a year on
measures to widen access to students
from across the UK. Last year we invested
nearly £8 million on bursaries that
supported more than 2,600 students
from lower income families. We are
making real and sustained progress.

A spokesperson for Oxford University
said its vice-chancellor would respond to
the letter in the coming days, but said
the institution shared the concerns
expressed by MPs about "uneven access
to Oxford", and acknowledged that it
had "a great deal of work to do".

"We are committing more money and
people than ever before to addressing
these problems, including opening our
latest outreach centre in Sunderland
next month,” the spokesperson said.

. The MP said foundation year
programmes should be rolled out across
every college and Oxbridge must make
more of an effort to reach out directly to
talented students from disadvantaged or
under-represented areas.

. “They should be writing to
these students to persuade them to
apply or attend an open day, as the lvy
League colleges do in the US. It is also
time for Oxbridge to seriously consider
moving away from a collegiate system
for admissions,” he said.

. “Warms words can only go so
far when the admissions process is
actually in the hands of autonomous
colleges, many of which are complacent
and unconcerned at best about
improving access."

. A Department for Education
spokesperson: “Young people from
disadvantaged backgrounds are not only
entering our world class universities at
record rates, the latest UCAS data shows
that they are 51 per cent more likely to
go to one of the most selective
universities than in 2011.

. “We have also seen record
entry rates across all ethnic groups. But
we recognise there is more to do. That is
why we have already produced guidance
instructing the Office for fair Access to
push universities, particularly those that
are highly selective, to close the gap in
access faster.

. “The Prime Minister also
recently launched a Race Disparity Audit
and a programme of work to tackle
disparities across all levels of society -
including employment, education and
criminal justice. The audit highlights how
far we must still go but also how
committed we are to confront inequality
in order to truly build a country that
works for everyone.”

Thousands of unaccompanied children in Greek island camps need help

There are an estimated 18,500 migrant children in
Greek refugee camps,more than 2,500 of whom are
unaccompanied. The country is facing a
tremendous challenge to support them; there is no
specific legal framework or adequate public support
after years of austerity. Insufficient funding means
there are only 1,130 places in shelters on the
mainland while 1,650 children wait in camps,
reception centres, safe zones and detention - or are
reported to be homeless.

In preparation for a seminar we hosted this week to
address approaches to meet the needs of
unaccompanied children, | visited Greece to meet
municipality officials in Athens and NGOs working
with the children to assess the situation. After the
end of the EU relocation scheme, the failure of the
Dubs scheme and the pitfalls of the Dublin
regulation, the situation is grave.

Many unaccompanied children are under the
protective custody of the police, meaning that in

the absence of an alternative, they are detained in
cells. To address this, the police have been liaising
with NGOs working in hotspots [pdf] to create safe
zones as an alternative to detention and to integrate
all procedures - from asylum to education. Transfers
to the mainland were previously done by the police
but this was traumatic for the children, so NGOs
such as Metadrasi have stepped in.

“Some of these children may be in a camp for up to
a year until they are transferred, subject to
smuggling, drug abuse or violence,” says Lora
Pappa, president of Metadrasi.

There are more than 600 complex cases in camps,
including children in need of drug rehabilitation and
those experiencing sexual abuse or violence. The
situation is particularly difficult on Samos, an island
in the eastern Aegean Sea near Turkey, where there
is a strong trafficking network.

“An increasing number of children are coming to
Athens but NGOs do not have the professional

expertise to address psychological and challenging
behaviours,” says Pappa.

Greece's National Centre for Social Solidarity (Ekka)
is responsible for taking unaccompanied children
from the islands to shelters on the mainland, but
there are not enough shelters to meet the need.
Recently, Unicef agreed to fund an online database
that will highlight the situation of children in
reception centres and the waiting time for referral.
Relevant professionals will also have access to the
children’s referral documents containing their social
history and vulnerability criteria, such as age,
gender, health issues and place of stay - especially
if they are in detention.

NGOs say the Dubs scheme to bring 60 children to
the UK has failed - not one application succeeded.
They are particularly critical about the case of a child
with cystic fibrosis [pdf] - an illness that is difficult
to treat in Greece but easily treated in the UK - who
had an uncle and could have been transferred

under the reunification principle.

But | have also heard positive stories. Under Article
17 of the Dublin agreement, NGOs have reached a
deal with the Portuguese government to take a
number of unaccompanied children. Some 35 of
them have already been placed with foster families,
mainly in Athens and Thessaloniki. But this is a small
number compared with the thousands still waiting.
The numbers of unaccompanied children arriving in
Europe have not peaked. In fact, there has been an
increase in arrivals on the Greek islands in the past
few months. On Samos and Lesbos, the camps are
overstretched with more than 200 unaccompanied
children, 170 over their average capacity.

Without proper frameworks and services, many
children disappear when they reach mainland
Greece. It is essential that EU governments support
Greece in caring for and relocating these vulnerable
children.
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Passport Renew | NoVisa | New Passport

LOW COST HAJJ, UMRAH & AIR TICKET
Send Money Worldwide / Send Money Bangladesh

117 Whitechapel Road (2nd Floor) London E1 1DT

T : 020 3561 0265
M: 079 8473 0960

www.currencyworldglobal.com | E:currencyworld2000@gmail.com
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RIIES

WEEKLY DESH

ST T SRR

Britain’s first nationwide
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TO PLACE ADVERT CALL: 07940 782 876
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Had an accident,
Fault or non-fault?

Either way, let us help to get you back on the road
and you could receive a bonus payment of up to £500!

, FIUT@MEC

VEHICLE MANAGEMENT

www.at .co.uk

We can manage
your whole claim
and this service
is FREE to you!

Vehicle recovery
and storage

Vehicle Repair or
total loss
Replacement vehicle
PCO licenced vehicles
For mini cabs
Personal injury
representation by
specialist No Win -
No Fee solicitors

CALL US on
020 8983 2088
or 0845 838 1185

BANQUETING SUITE

182 Cranbrook Road
liford, Essex IG1 4LX

Tel: 020 8554 8411

Web: www.crownbanquetingsuite.com
Email: info@crownbanquetingsuite.com

Car Parking Available
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info@weeklydesh.co.uk ® advert@weeklydesh.co.uk
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