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simplecall

simplecall is...
honest

¢ Genuine minutes
e No hidden charges

e No connection fees

simplecall.com

020 343 50181
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JOINTODAY and Enjoy ...
Hundreds of Money Transfer from all across

UK and Europe joined the SHA Global.

> (Guaranteed competitive rates

g S I, 3 . > Professional instant Bengali & English Speaking
TR TSR TR Wt ofeeely Red zeaee | s s i R Rl Customer Services Team
BTN % 3T’ 15N oo e | v @fes e Mfve zaes [ E weeke > Easy, straight forward and
TOF @R A4 TOrE Wl SIS WgED  weTere (@I 13, G dibe wEe Simple Agent Recruitment Process
A TS KI5 weTe T-FG-GREA AN (IIga A5t 3¢ > Exclusive Bonuses for best performing agents
<

every manth

Fast, Secure & Reliable services

| Waork Anywhere in Europe, Middle-East,
o USA, Canada.

Sending money worldwide to Over 180 Countries

Become a SHA Glotal Agent Today !
Call +44(0) 208 855 9963
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LMC Business Wing, Suite 2 T: 020 7096 1188
Floor 2, 46 Whitechapel Road, E1 1JX M: 07539 316 742

i = giReRma = 0L A1, 2, BT &R2
v * = Food Hygiene Level: 1,2,3,& 4
Ty I

m Health & Safety Level 1,2,3 & 4
= Child Protection & First Aid
= Immigration Home Inspection Report

E: info@eastendtraining.co.uk
W: www.eastendtraining.co.uk

¢ Eastend Training is an exam centre for over
50 courses including ESOL, Maths and ICT.

To book your ESOL exam please call 02070961188

EASTEND TRAINING riingven

Free Life in the UK courses available
No pass no fee for trinity B1 courses

Osmani centre Terms and conditions apply.

Home Of Lifelong Learning ABDUL HAQUE CHOWDHURY
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Owner of Kowaj Jewellers
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Tel: 0207729 2277
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Dr. Ahmed Hossain
e MA, D.Hom- Herbal (England)
{OW @fie e 27AITE o) FrFlee

Chairman
British Bangladesh Traditional Doctor’s
Association in The UK

295 Whitechapel ROAD

Tel : 020 3372 5424

(1ST FLOOR) London E1 1BY | Mob : 07931750250, 07948281955

3z e *og Tortm

Email : drahmedlondon@gmail.com
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Capstone’s Offer

*T&C apply

ror CAB DRIVERS

*T&C apply
for

Restaurant, Takeaway & Other Businesses

with an experienced, reliable & friendly service.

(

A KM Jalal Uddin ACCA
Chartered Certified Accountant

020 3490 6705, 07944 286 718

Our Services

e Statutory Accounts & Audit
« Sole Trader & Partnership

Accounts
« Property Rental Accounts

« Business Plan & Projections
Company Formation

« Self Assessment Tax Returns
Capital Gain Tax

« Corporation Tax Returns
VAT Returns & Payroll (RTI)

Call us today on

CAPSTONE

ACCOUNTANTS & TAX ADVISERS

. 50e Greatorex Street, London E1 5NP
e: info@capstoneaccountants.co.uk | www.capstoneaccountants.co.uk

* Offers end 3 months after this advert published. For full terms and conditions please call us.

88 LONDON
afef= TRAINING

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING COURSES

® FOOD HYGIENE

©® HEALTH & SAFETY

©® HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
® FIRSTAID

©® TEACHING ASSISTANT

©® FIRE AWARENESS

® CUSTOMER SERVICE

® (SCS (Health & Safety for
construction industry)

©® REFRESHER COURSE

for nurses/ health & social care workers

Business Development Centre, UNIT 7
Call: 020 7377 5966 | 07961 064 965 7-5 Greatorex Street, London E1 5NF

info@londontrainingcentre.com | www.londontrainingcentre.com

[ —

(® Hightield nefe. "< ASDAN

%grs
DELIVERING

THE BEST §
FOR LESS

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

HOME INSPECTION REPORT
® HOME INSPECTION REPORT FOR

IMMIGRATION PURPOSES
® FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

® GRANT/FUND MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANCY AND APPLICATION
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020 3633 2575
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Beneco Financial Services
Tel
Email :

info@benecofinance.co.uk

5 Harbour Exchange
Canary Wharf
London E14 9GE.
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: 020 3633 2575

5.00pm to 10.00pm

December 2017

Latifiah Fultali Complex
Lodge Road, West Bromwich
West Midlands, B70 8 NX
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LATIFIAH FULTALI COMPLEX

A CENTRE OF ISLAMIC EXCELLENCE
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‘ Apex

Toner & Cartndge Spncmhsls

@ Buy Original Or Compatible Toners & Ink

@ Fast & Free Uk Delivery*

® 100% Customer Satisfaction
® 30 Day Replacement or Money Back Guarantee
® Below Are Some Sample Prices.

@ For Further Product Information Please Contact Us

Toner/printer number

HP CF283A

HP CF280X

Brother TN2320
Samsung MLTD1042
Samsung MLTD111S
Dell 1160/1165

Brother LC3219XL Black ink
Brother LC3219XL Colour ink

Original Toner

price* Compatible
Toner Price
£21.99
£34.99
£21.99
£21.99
£21.99
£24.99
£12.99

£10.99

£54.99
£132.99
£54.99
£49.99
£41.99
£53.99
£28.99
£19.99

* Apex Cartridge reserves right to change the price at any time without prior notice.

* Free standard delivery, next day delivery may incur additional costs
* Original prices are based on market research and correct at time of print

1A Brayford Square, London, E1 0SG
T: 020 3435 0192/ 020 3620 4864

Email: sales@apexcartridge.co.uk
Web: www.apexcartridge.co.uk
Opening Times: Monday-Friday : 10:00am-5:30pm

Cartridge

Apex Cartridge

Apex Cartridge Ltd

M:07825 887 687

Whitechapel College

Serving the community since 2005

Good News for Minicab/PCO Drivers
NO PASS NO FEE

We are the only recognised and most reputable
Institution in East London for TFL approved
B1 English Language Test or NVQ Level-3.

N S00% AT fo7el 7R
A1, B1 B2 & C1 FfRa €if |

f¥ff=7 (PCO) BizeRta &=
B1 = frowel S00%

A AfF 93 Y00% T oTet
ARFIR AGRF6 ¢ &1 e Aqfe |

Whitechapel College

B LINVLRSITY O
¥ CAMBRIDGE

] =
land Square,

Email: info@whitechapelcollege.org.uk
Web: www.whitechapelcollege.org.uk

Startford




T | ) =]
IR ERE (A E

WWW.WEEKLYDESH.CO.UK

i des one 26T Tive’

BT, X TOOH : QG TR (UL D | G2 07 Sbe
T TR G AT TS | 9 IR A
fafsy CRITR SiTeT 0731 TR 200 TS | AT Qg gy
i ¢ TorTe fiaten 0@ | ffvens Rmeg wrel
ool W7 AT3- (> TS ST e ey (At
@ B PR 4 - 4 R 2] (oA W |
O (3 QRG99 TS oI 1 @R (72 el fome
Gl og F 15 T T8 e oS @, Towew
SR SR | YRA09 €@ TorTers g, (e ¢
e fen @ wifre FarE fre fries ¢ @@
TR 9 ¢ SEAFATE GRS S (T TG |
T, &% WEed ¢ Teq fefere €8 T (R e
ey o a3 (7 Tb «Re G o 78R U ) A O |
T fodiom SR foierel farees foifear i (3.
NGRS (R 0, SIIeTe (AR et fraren ot «ffq
SRR IR 2671 U0 | O 9T @1 Toa| To7d WY (I ]
A A OISl 0 A 7 | WWEed A R e | 66
S TR A4 636 (R T, O (3o 84 204 1, 7 (7%
(S SITR | STWETSR RS (9] (T WX |
TR 1A fTees @ fifor wzaial 4viai SiEgd @M
et e, fifbers fimes @3 o beesa o
%WW@@MWMWWWWWW
41 TR | A R S S (o ) € 2
ol | (@ ¥Y TF-BTeR FYA T OIS & €T
o1 T | G (A1 1O TR T | ol 0w, w4
(I FFTAN 7% AT WG AT Fave! I ¢
R TR 2001 71 | O AW Tl 989 AT O €2
Tou I (T | Fofel ST e, % @@ (TR AP W,
fafeq (i Aoy @ el @RIETE O Y0 AR
IR fefere il oo el Bfbe | e sl
@& AT (Tl 1 TG | IR T @ Q0T ool
O | (T o oNEd KA 47l TR @M
U, SR g2 11 | 63 Y AR I e ot (e
Al o 7e3) 3 7 @ orere «@ e g i1 W,
1R (MR SR TSR S GoT WAl T |
f1eTel AT (e (BmITaeT (914, ) SI9a 3P4 0o, 6

(P o gyl 3 e el fre erer e
mﬁawm‘aﬁmmm@am(mmam)
TN TN R 3R Smeres ¢ IR | SmeTed €3
EwI oFgd R @fes gy 3 fofy 3, «ffa
foerq TRl AR | ¢ Ao oral b, hfzre w41 The

<R €@ o7 ofe 70 g 4t o 1 e | v Ao
A, BT SToiTed Totieta A e e 1 i ot

I T el oA T T A

& AR G TRAGK] (IS (R G I,
Theq SIS «2 I S (IR (@, 62 T LA

T oI Ay e, e e i g

GOGTA] (AT A | G AR I (A o dfp
mmmwwwmcw«ms

TG ME] TTEd 79 fof T, hTed v f%d (7R | W
fegafbrel wmes = fared | O «f ¢l srraaeitedt

| e W 27 457 ove 26w T | 9 AR

Ty fifey afedim aat e 2l Bfbe |
et e i ows 5 gt

fafleema frgirea W o) g gy, i o faers o
S fagt | GF Tt ATt & e w2l ot effervm o

T 2P 9 A A, (7 2 QAR WA | G
Byl TABHENE e oM @hd e won
sdelfed A FaeE [ SR (R T fofw @
(e | gt wefoa 3w, e fes g ofi
(I <) T 7 | O G TS ([ el A oie
T TR T PR, @ o TS (Al ¢ T |
4TS TG Gl R A 47 W (TR WHTR | ) A T ¢
T (BT (TR ST 2071 1 ZTATR | 41 QRR? T4 4TI
<l g R e TR O Ko | g ST o e
ol @Y e, e 94 41 g v (o8 | i <, ¢
7 9 G T4 I O (5B | TR ST T2 Y w
(¢4 T G ] (4TS TN | (R (T SeITg eyl A
& G Al ) AW fierel T (ons e biRza |
JAFTR o4 CRRRIRAR A (o0s T I | & o

g a9 ety (@ (e Siferp TR 7 940 2RIE 39

(A

WEEKLY DESH = 01 - 07 DECEMBER 2017 7

FrefiefEs At s

T |
IR

= fom]

oemIE:
Fwd Biwe, Tore eRe S T1EE,

Signs, Banners Stamps Printing & Art Services
PFC, Restaurant, Takeaway, Grocery, Oﬁ"lce, Shop Sign Specialist

SPECIAL OFFERS

Banner from £30.00
MENU §
10,000 £299 = =
25,000 @él@@ =
50,000 @@@@
INEMERY;

from £3.00

Bill Books

50/50 - 100 Books £110
100/100 - 100 Books £199

Business Card
500 £35.00 1000 £45.00
2000 £60.00 5000 £99.00

A5 Leaflets
1000 £50.00
2000 £60.00
5000 £80.00
£10000 £130

www.signlinklondon

Saffron

Indian Diner

www.saffronindiandiner.co.uk

F3 T: 0207 377 7513

Email: signlink@yahoo.com B Ms 07951 697797

2A Heneage Street, (Brick Lane) London E15L) @

Takeaway Service
Available ‘

Free Home Delivery

. gé
mrprinters

digital « design ¢ print « promotional items
QUALITY PRINTING AT TRADE PRICES SINCE 1991

Our excellent customer service and high quality printing make us the most
reliable printing partner for all the projects you need done.

SPECIAL OFFERS

Vg s et 50,000 A4 Menus

Roller Banners KipM<Grath
from 'E-sq eI from 'E-boo
Printed full colour on 130gsm gloss.

With Stand & Carry Case.
VAT & design extra. Excludes design and delivery

Limited period only

5000 A5 Leaflets

=
S
£65 ==

'FVOM I

Printed full colour, single side on -_.___‘_'_

130gsm gloss.

flaiv... vibvant... big
v U>‘I impact...
> @ Concepts ® Menus @ Brochures ©® Posters

[1 ]

“ ® Corporate ID ' " ® Stationary @ Calendars m ® Vinyl Banners
m @ |llustration = ® Flyers ® NCR Bill Books n © Pull-up Banners
m ® Print .- ® Leaflets ® Wedding Cards m ® Pop-up Stands
S=m @ Display ® Posters ©® Magazines BEEE e Prints on Canvas
U ® Web n ® Folders ® Books u ® A Boards

020 8507 3000 | info@mrprinters.co.uk | www.mrprinters.co.uk

07958 766 448 | Unit 4, 24 Thames Road, Barking, Essex IG11 OHZ
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OPENING
SOON

Y GOF CASH & CARRY

(BARKING)
640 RIPPLE ROAD

BARKING, ESSEX
IG11 OSN

_ AN 8o I7F T PRI FFefHGa T frafre
e & = e gt

Tel: 020 8593 2286 / 020 7537 6001
Open: Mon-Sat: 9am - 6.30pm Sun: 10am - 5pm

www.gandhiorientalfoods.co.uk

TETaR feaio I a Fife
GANDHI CASH & CARRY

Ripple Road

GOF House , Unit 5,

A13 Approach (Rima House)
Ripple Road, Barking,

Essex 1G11 ORG

We accept major debt/credit cards

Thomas Road

GOF House

42-44 Thomas Road
London E14 7B)

Mile End Road

Gandhi Cash & Carry
231/233 Mile End Road
London E1 4AA
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» VAT
» Payroll

» Tax Return

» Cab Drivers & Small Shops
» Builders & Plumbers

» Company Formations
» Business Plan

QFTCHCE0 AT ST ?

SR A (@l T, GHSBL TETS SN2 4Z

HM Revenue
& Customs

Registered Agent With HM Revenue & Customs

Direct Line: 07528 118 118
07428 247 365
T 02034117843

TN\

ACCOUNTANTS

» Accounts for LTD Company
» Restaurants & Take Away

69 Vallance Road
London E1 5BS

E: info@tajaccountants.co.uk
W: www.tajaccountants.co.uk

We are registered licence
holder in public practice

Mr. Abul Hyat Nurujjarman
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S & M building Maintenance Itd

 SYSTEM TO COMBI BOILER CONVERTION a

u BOILER SERVICE & NEW INSTALLATION

u CENTRAL HEATING POWER FLASHING i =

 LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CERTIFICATE sg!g

m ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING WORK /.. noaeq,

= COOKER SERVICE & INSTALLATION VO: 231695

s REFURBISH THE WHOLE HOUSE Mob 07863 289758 R
1107985 262 696 :

ABDUL MUNIM CHOUDHURY Email:
UNIT 21-THE WHITECHAPEL CENTRE # s-m-b.uilding
85-MYRDLE STREET LONDON E1 1HL . wll @hotmail.com

'WE BOOK UMRAH
FULL PACKAGE

TICKET ® HOTEL 3-5 STARS® VISA ® TRANSPORT
EXPERIENCED MUALLIM TOUR GUIDE AROUND MECCA AND MADINA

FROM LEADING MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANY
'E3 CHEAP CAR INSURANCE BROKER'!!'

Paying (s sB1110lo ) Fall =°F¥ Payment+ paper work + certificate +
cateeRi 7RTA Main insurance co - &7 #1tY,

Example, W1907 e #1547 broker- < HIY 7 | SFA! G TEAH

8/& ¥&¥4 No Claim Bonus +

Clean ! W ot Insurance ment amounl CATE up—tu
Licence LoLlo il 5 /o e A1t Direct Debit -9 F147TS
T Y3o-380 4188 Frem o 6w

T T W T WWRE A
TMA $9-0¢ AT6s 936 F908A |

Serving for last 8 years  (We do not help CAB/TRADE Insurance)

TO GET A QUOTE Please Call (Mon-Sat 9am-8pm)

Mr. Ali : 07950 417 360 (T-Mobile), Tel: 02081 230 430, Fax: 02078 060 776
Emall: cheapquote @hotmail.co.uk, Suite 10, 219 Bow Road, London E3 25J
www.facebook.com/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
www.sites.google.com/site/e3cheapcarinsurancebroker
(Please find us in you lube and Google by typeing (e3 cheap car insurance broker)

ZAM ZAM TRAVELS

MONEY TRANSFER AND CARGO
388 GREEN STREET, LONDON, E13 9AP

[fCy 02084701155

=< zamzamtravelsuk@gmail.com

% %406 insurance a0y fitn il |

Your insurance will be updated in MID
(Motor Insurance Database) www.askmid.com
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RlIES

$ r Service
= o e Money Transfer ¢ Courie <
° Travels e Carg Open

Hotline: 0207 790 1234 (PBX) 7 dayi
Direct: 0207 702 7460 a wee

10am-8pm
TRAVEL SERVICES

CARGO
CHEAP AIR TICKETS FOR SERVICES
INTERNATIONAL &

DOMESTICFLIGHTS ON YOUR B ST TS %?W’ o
CHOICE OF DESTINATIONS fafen *Rea e 903 A1 |

HAJJ & HOLIDAY PACKAGES W TR B! @ Frebag

LOW COST FLIGHTS TO ANY CITY
AROUND THE WORLD

WORLDWIDE CARGO SERVICE

WE CAN HELP WITH: Passport - No
Visa - Renewal Matters

%cﬂmﬁmﬁ%

W T {G6ed - @R
8 AN 307 A

Biman (M) 1 R ¢ sl o e s e s frie

B Worldwide Money Transfer
M Bureau De Exchange

We buy & sell
BDTaka, USD, Euro

313-319 COMMERCIAL ROAD 5131 @ PR
JIEATCIR @ (I G S

LONDON E1 2PS, F: 0207 790 3063
E: kushiaratravel@hotmail.com WW A ’“Tﬁ‘ ?{%ﬁm

RIDEIRCUCHE (5
8 FETCAITER 9%
Warn%

-@

baesal-alh

Money

Transfer

Instant Cash Service

TARPIE AL 9 (Mg (N

4TS 01wl THOIFD e HiieH

SEND
MONEY TO
BANGLADESH

131 Whitechapel Road
(Dposite Enst London Masjid)

iz cibaala

(Cxpasiie Baliur HRahman Musjid)

TR T G

T AT, TR A, T A
T AT, S qTe, I e
T ST AT AN, o e
BETRLhE TR A, T AT

EVERY DAY 10AM T0 8PM 7%

e A o

London E1 1DYT, 020 7247 2119

Manor Park

425 Iligh St North Manor Park
London E12 6TL, 020 8552 6067

&% g0 B (230 @ FAwfae
T WS T W T

www.barakah.info

] T1akaRrate Line : 020 7247 0800

ot e

sfiedrer « apEmwE

Rl

= Grews
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B EACO N presents:

UNDERSTAND QURAN AND SALAH - THE EASY WAY!

instructor: Ustadh Arjan Ali

Sunday 3™ December 2017 | 10 am-6 pm

REGISTER NOW!

https://beacon.ac/Understand-Quran-Salah

™\ uunensmm

Prayer is Amazmg

It even more amazing when you understan
what you are saying to Allah

Don’t miss the opportunity to learn Arabic, the Easy Way

£20*

Understand what you are saying in your Salah
and transform it from Ritual to Spiritual Salah

Join us for 1-day, Part-1 (4 lessons). You will learn:

Easy
Grammar
Lessons

19% ofthe

words of The
Qur’an

After 1-day session, you will have the option of registering to
complete the course (remaining 15 lessons to be delivered
over 3 days — 30t 315t December & 15t January)
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Mini cab

D R I VE R S -

Had an accident
that wasn't your fault?

WE HAVE PCO LICENSED AND
INSURED REPLACEMENT
VEHICLES AVAILABLE
IMMEDIATELY:

PRESTIGE HAS A VEHICLE SUITABLE
FOR YOU WHETHER IT’S A VW
SHARAN, A ZAFIRA, A VECTRA OR A
MERCEDES BENZ SALOON
INCLUDING C, E AND S CLASS ALL
COME FULLY INSURED AND PCO
REGISTERED.

DON’'T DELAY CALL US NOW ON

PRESTIGE » 0208523 1555
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By not saying 'Rohingya’, Pope
Francis was just protecting hisown man of her choice

Hadiya's fight to marry the

Donald Trump retweets
far-right group’s videos

The first tweet from Jayda
Fransen, the deputy leader of
Britain First, claims to show a
Muslim migrant attacking a man
on crutches.

This was followed by two more
videos of people Ms Fransen
claims to be Muslim.

Britain First was founded in 2011
by former members of the far-
right British National Party (BNP).
The group has grabbed attention
on social media  with
controversial posts about what
they deem "the Islamification of
the UK".

It has put up members to run in
European elections and by-
elections on anti-immigration
and anti-abortion policies, but
has yet to secure any seats.

It also contested the most recent
London  mayoral election,
receiving 1.2% of the vote.

The original video was shared by
US conservative commentator
Ann Coulter who Mr Trump
follows.

Ms Fransen has more than 52,000
followers on Twitter.

Twitter

She responded enthusiastically to
Mr Trump sharing her tweets. She
posted on her account: "Donald
Trump himself has retweeted
these videos and has around 44
million followers!"

"God bless you Trump! God bless
America!" she added. The
message was also shared on
Britain First's Twitter account.

Donald Trump has retweeted three inflammatory videos

from a British far-right group.

Donald Trump is once again
using Twitter to weigh in on
contentious  religious-tinged
political issues in the UK.

In the past, he's attacked London
Mayor  Sadiq  Khan  for
mishandling a militant attack just
hours after it occurred. He
misattributed a rise in crime in
England and Wales to the "spread
of radical Islamic terror". Now, he
has retweeted a series of
unverified videos posted by a far-
right British nationalist group.
For the president, directing
attention toward the UK seems to
serve a domestic political
purpose.

He cites events and opinions
there as a warning to Americans
of what could happen in the US if
they do not heed his policy
prescriptions on immigration and
border security. The Muslim ban,
the US-Mexico wall, increased
deportations, the sharp
reductions on refugee

resettlement - it's all part of the
president's "national security"
package.

While most Americans probably
haven't heard of Britain First and
are unfamiliar with European
radical nationalist movements,
there are white supremacist groups
in the US that follow the actions of
these overseas operations quite
closely. The president on
Wednesday signalled that he
watches them too.

Earlier this month, Ms Fransen
was charged with using
"threatening, abusive or insulting
words or behaviour" during
speeches she made in Belfast.
She will appear at Belfast
Magistrates' Court on Thursday
14 December.

Mr Trump's decision to retweet
the videos met dismay on social
media.

Brendan Cox, whose wife, British
MP Jo Cox, was murdered by a
right-wing  extremist  who

shouted "Britain First" before
committing the act, has i

condemned the action.

TV presenter and journalist Piers
Morgan, who has called himselfa :
president, i
tweeted: "What the hell are you

"friend" of the

doing?"

"Please STOP this madness &

undo your retweets," he said.

The Council on American-Islamic
Relations, a US-based civil rights
group, said: "These are actions i
one would expect to see on
virulent anti-Muslim hate sites, :
not on the Twitter feed of the i

president of the United States."
"Trump's  posts

American Muslims," they added.

The Muslim Council for Britain
called on the UK government to i
itself  from the

"distance"
comments.

"This is the clearest endorsement i
yet from the US president of the !
far-right and their vile anti- :
propaganda"  a i

Muslim
spokeswoman said.

Leader of the UK's opposition
Labour Party Jeremy Corbyn said :
Mr Trump's actions posed "a i

threat to our society".

The issue was raised in the UK
parliament, and Labour MP :

Yvette Cooper called on the
government to condemn the
actions of Mr Trump.

But House of Commons Speaker
John Bercow said it would be

wrong to expect the government :

to immediately respond.

amount to i
incitement to violence against :

Record increase in 'money mule’
cases among UK young people

Record numbers of young people are letting
their bank accounts be used by criminals
engaged in terrorism and other serious offences,
it has been claimed.

The past year saw a 105% increase in cases of
“money muling” for those aged 21 years or
under, to 6,484 cases, where seemingly innocent
bank accounts are used to launder criminal
proceeds.

Simon Dukes, chief executive of Cifas, the UK's
fraud prevention service, said: “The criminals
behind money mules often use the cash to fund
major crime, like terrorism and people-

trafficking. We want to educate young people
about how serious this fraud is in the hope that
they will think twice before getting involved.”
Cifas says there were 8,652 cases of bank
accounts belonging to 18- to 24-year-olds being
misused in the first nine months of this year, a
75% increase in the last 12 months. That is
double the number in 2013 when there were
4,315 cases. Experts say one fraud asks people
to reply to job adverts or social media posts that
promise big sums of money way in excess of the
work that will be needed.

Katy Worobec, head of fraud and financial crime

prevention, at UK finance, which represents
banking and financial companies, said: “Money
muling is money laundering and criminals are
using young people as mules in increasing
numbers. We know that students are particularly
vulnerable as they are often short of cash.
“When you're caught, your bank account will be
closed, making it difficult to access cash and
credit. You could even face up to 14 years in jail.
We're urging people not to give their bank
account details to anyone unless they know and
trust them. If an offer of easy money sounds too
good to be true, it probably is.”

Ofsted accused of
racism over hijab
questioning in

primary schools

!.

Letter signed by 1,000 teachers and faith leaders says watchdog's
recommendation for inspectors reinforces Islamophobia

Ofsted's recommendation for inspectors to question Muslim primary school
girls if they are wearing a hijab has been condemned as “kneejerk,
discriminatory and institutionally racist” by more than 1,000 teachers, academics
and faith leaders.

The schools inspectorate announced this month that the policy was designed
to tackle situations in which wearing a hijab “could be interpreted as
sexualisation” of girls as young as four or five, when most Islamic teaching
requires headdress for girls only at the onset of puberty.

But the move has been criticised as a “dangerous” decision that risked
“reinforcing an anti-Muslim political culture in which Islamophobia or anti-
Muslim racism has been institutionalised in schools and across the public
sector”.

A letter signed by 1,136 teachers, academics and faith leaders said: ‘It is a
kneejerk, discriminatory and institutionally racist response that will violate civil
liberties and create a climate of fear and mistrust in schools, and must be
retracted immediately.”

Ofsted’s announcement in the form of a recommendation to inspectors rather
than an update to the inspectorate’s official handbook was the latest of a string
of requirements issued after the “Trojan horse” affair in Birmingham in 2014,
which provoked controversy over fears of Islamist influence in state schools.
Amanda Spielman, the head of Ofsted and chief inspector of schools, said she
respected parents’ choice to bring up their children according to their cultural norms,
but wanted to tackle situations “where primary school children are expected to wear
the hijab [that] could be interpreted as sexualisation of young girls”.

The announcement followed a meeting this month between Spielman and
campaigners against the hijab in schools, including Amina Lone, a co-director
of the Social Action and Research Foundation.

The letter, written by Nadine El-Enany, a senior law lecturer at Birkbeck Law
School, University of London, Wagas Tufail, a senior lecturer in criminology at
Leeds Beckett University, and Shereen Fernandez, a PhD candidate at Queen
Mary University of London, said: “We, the undersigned, ask that Ofsted
immediately retract its instruction to inspectors to question primary school
children wearing the hijab.

“We find the decision to single out Muslim children for questioning
unacceptable, and insist that no school children be targeted for action on the
basis of their race, religion or background.

“While a wider conversation about the sexualisation of girls in Britain’s culture
and economy is welcome, the singling out of Muslim children for investigation
is unacceptable.

“The message the Ofsted decision sends to Muslim women is that the way they
choose to dress and the decisions they make in raising their children are subject
to a level of scrutiny different to that applied to non-Muslim parents.

“Further, the Ofsted decision reduces the hijab to a symbol of sexualisation and
ignores other interpretations ranging from a display of faith to a symbol of
empowerment and resistance. Constructing women and children who wear the
hijab as being either sexualised or repressed is both reductive and racist in its
reproduction of colonial and Orientalist tropes about them.”
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Scarlet fever cases hit
50-year high in England

Scarlet fever hit its highest level
in England for 50 years, with
more than 17,000 cases reported
in 2016 - research in the Lancet
shows.

The disease has been on the rise
since 2014, but experts have so
far failed to find a reason for the
recent increase.

Doctors are urging the public to
be aware of symptoms, which
include a rosy rash, and seek help
from their GP.

Data for 2017 suggests the rate
may be falling, but experts
remain cautious, saying it is "too
early to tell".

The bacterial disease, though
highly contagious, is not usually
serious and can be treated with
antibiotics.

[t is most common among
children under 10.

A joint investigation by public
health authorities from across
England and Wales found that
the incidence of scarlet fever
tripled between 2013 and 2014,
rising from 4,700 cases to 15,637
cases.

In 2016, there were 19,206
reported cases, the highest level
since 1967.

The majority of the outbreaks
were in England.

"We are concerned - it's quite a
dramatic rise," said Dr Theresa
Lamagni, head of streptococcal
surveillance at Public Health
England, who led the study.
"We've always seen cases of
scarlet fever - it's just the scale in
the past has been much lower
than the last few years."

'Like sandpaper’'

Scarlet fever is caused by bacteria
known as group A streptococcus,
and it is spread through close

SPL

contact with people carrying the
organism - often in the throat - or
through contact with objects and
surfaces contaminated with the
bacterium.

Symptoms include a sore throat,
headache and fever,
accompanied by a red rash that is
rough to the touch (sometimes
described as 'like sandpaper’).
Scarlet fever was a common
cause of death in the Victorian
era, but had largely been in
decline since the introduction of
antibiotics.

However, prompt treatment
remains essential to prevent both
the spread of the disease and the
risk of further complications such
as pneumonia and liver damage.
Anyone diagnosed with scarlet
fever is advised to stay at home
until at least 24 hours after the
start of treatment to avoid
passing on the infection.

There is no vaccine against the
disease and all cases must be
reported by doctors to the local
health authority.

Dr Lamagni described the

How to spot scarlet fever
* Fine red rash, feels like sandpaper
+ White coating on tongue that peels
after few days leaving it swollen
and red (AKA “strawberry tongue”)
* Fever over 38.3 C (101F)

* Flushed red face, but pale around
mouth

* Swollen glands on neck

EERE NEWS

soaring number of cases of
scarlet fever as "baffling", adding
that no underlying causes had
been identified.

Molecular genetic testing has
ruled out a newly emerged strain
of the infection, nor was there
any suggestion that the disease
had become resistant to the
penicillin normally used to treat
it.

She stressed that cases of the
disease are "not any more serious
than previously - it's just a
question of scale".

'Slight decrease'

Several countries in East Asia
have also reported an escalation
over the past five years, including
Vietnam, China, South Korea, and
Hong Kong - but there appears to
be "no clear connection"
between them and England.
Typically, natural cyclical patterns
of scarlet fever incidence occur
every four to six years - the dip in
2017 suggests the cycle may
have peaked in 2016.

Dr Lamagni said the "slight
decrease" in the number of cases
in England this year might

suggest we have "turned a
corner”, but she said the number
of cases "remained high".

A total of 620 outbreaks of the
iliness were reported in 2016,
mostly in schools and nurseries.
About one in 40 cases is admitted
to hospital, although just over
half are discharged the same day.
"We encourage parents to be
aware of the symptoms of scarlet
fever and to contact their GP if
they think their child might have
it," said Dr Lamagni.

In Scotland, scarlet fever is more
difficult to track because doctors
are no longer obliged to notify
their local health authority of any
outbreak.

"We use upper respiratory tract
group A streptococcal laboratory
detections, the bacteria that
causes scarlet fever, as an
indicator of the level of scarlet
fever in the community," an NHS
Scotland spokesman said.
"These bacteria are currently
slightly higher than expected
levels for this time of year in
Scotland."

‘Rabbis petition

against Israel in
support of Rohingya

Amid a brutal campaign against Muslim-majority Rohingya in
Myanmar, Rabbi Dov Peretz Elkins did something he had never done
before, signing a petition against the Israeli government to end arms
supplies to the Myanmar military.

"Rabbis have a moral obligation to make their voice heard in such
moral situations,” Elkins, who holds Israeli and American citizenship,
told Al Jazeera from Jerusalem.

More than 620,000 Rohingya have fled Myanmar's western Rakhine
State in recent months amid a crackdown by the Myanmar military, in
a campaign of what the United States and United Nations have called
"ethnic cleansing".

The petition from T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights, a Jewish
human rights organisation, calls on the Israeli and US governments to
stop supplying arms to Myanmar's government. Israel is among the
top weapons suppliers to Myanmar.

"As American citizens and as Jews, we refuse to accept any
involvement by the US or Israel in training or arming a military that is
carrying out a brutal ethnic cleansing against a minority population,”
the petition reads.

Hundreds of rabbis have signed.

"A lot of us feel powerless to do something in the face of what is
happening," Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Trosterso, a director at T'ruah, told Al
Jazeera. "So the opportunity to be part of this coalition and following
a rabbinic moral voice to speak out was very important to us."
Pushing for change

A number of groups have recently formed to advocate for the
Rohingya, including the Jewish Alliance of Concern Over Burma
(JACOB), founded jointly by Rabbi Simkha Weintraub and Adem
Carroll, who is Muslim. Their work involves raising awareness and
pushing for policy changes.

"Because the Rohingya have so few members in the US, they really
need to have their voice be heard here," Carroll told Al Jazeera.

Maha Elgenaidi, the founder of the Islamic Networks Group, a US non-
profit focused on interfaith engagement, said it was "heartening" to
see members of the Jewish community stand up for the Rohingya. She
has worked on improving Jewish-Muslim relations for the past 15
years, and noted that the solidarity between the two communities has
been gradually building and strengthened further after the last US
election.

"Both communities suddenly became very vulnerable," Elgenaidi told
Al Jazeera. "And there's been an awareness of our shared heritage, our
shared beliefs, our similar practices, as well as awareness of shared
vulnerabilities as two of the largest religious minorities in the country."
Both Carroll and Weintraub say they have not faced any resistance from
either community for the work they have been doing in support of the
Rohingya.

"We've let Rwanda happen, and we've let Cambodia happen, we've let
Armenia - and who knows how many horrible things - happen. But
now, we're in a different place in terms of consciousness,
communication and awareness," Weintraub said.

"There is no pope - no one leader either in the Muslim world or in the
Jewish world who says what is the order of things, so we're all finding
our own way."

Aninvestigation is to be carried out into
whether the use of police helicopters
during the Grenfell Tower fire led to
more people dying.

Nabil Choucair, who lost relatives in the
blaze, complained the presence of
helicopters led to some people
remaining inside the tower as they
thought they would be rescued.

The Independent Police Complaints
Commission (IPCC) said it would
manage an inquiry, led by the Met.

Grenfell ﬁre' Probe launched into police helicopters

Seventy-one people died in the fire.

As part of his official complaint, Mr
Choucair said he also believed the
downdraft from the helicopters fanned
the flames, worsening the fire.

Sarah Green, deputy chair of the IPCC,
said there was "no indication that any
police officer may have committed
misconduct or a criminal offence” but
she had decided an investigation was
"appropriate”.

She said it would be carried out by Met

officers under the direction of the IPCC
to "avoid duplication of work during the
wider police investigation".

The use of police helicopters is co-
ordinated by the National Police Air
Service (NPAS).

Ch Supt Tyron Joyce, of the NPAS, said
it was ‘entirely right that the
circumstances leading up to it and
during the operation to bring the fire
under control are thoroughly
examined".
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By not saying 'Rohingya’, Pope
Francis was just protecting his own

Joanna Moorhead

White is the colour of peace, and no one on the
world stage wears it bigger than the pope. Francis
is never seen in anything else: his cassock, skull-cap,
cape all dove-coloured.

It underlines his role in the global spotlight, so it's
understandable that many people in the world
today are disappointed that he failed, in his keynote
address in Myanmar, to use the politically and
emotionally charged word “Rohingya” to stress his
criticism of the crackdown on the Muslim
community of the country. In the past, Francis has
used the term, denouncing “the persecution of our
Rohingya brothers”, who he said were being
“tortured and killed, simply because they uphold
their Muslim faith”.

This visit would never have been organised if the
powers-that-be at the Vatican had known then what
they know now. The trip was conceived back in
June, when the then-untarnished Aung San Suu Kyi
had a cordial visit to Rome, and diplomatic relations
between the Vatican and Myanmar were re-
established. But in August, the current wave of
violence against the Rohingya began; and although
it became increasingly clear that Francis was wading
into a political and diplomatic minefield by going to
visit the country, the planning went ahead.

The men who run the Vatican aren’t on the whole

! -
risk-takers, which is both why the current pope is a
breath of fresh air, and also why he has so many
enemies within his own kingdom. But nor are they
back-downers: so although the political situation
has made the trip more and more dodgy, they
ploughed on with it; and the uncomfortable result
is that, in the week Oxford announces it is

withdrawing the freedom of the city from the
Myanmar leader, one of its most prominent alumni,
in protest at what is happening to the Rohingya,
pictures are beamed around the world of her
meeting the pope - and, worse, he has bowed to
pressure not to refer to them by name.

The Guardian view on Pope Francis and the Itall

seems a bit of an embarrassing muddle for the
Argentine pope; but the fact is, his role as he crosses
the globe, frequently heading into war zones and
other difficult situations, is always a bit of a muddle.
Because what exactly is he doing in the countries he
visits? Is he there as a pastoral leader, head of the
Catholic community in that place; or world leader -
and in that case, from where does his authority
derive?

The truth is, and this visit has made this abundantly
clear, the primary role of the pope is as the leader of
the Roman Catholic community. The first people he
must protect are his own; which is not unreasonable
for any leader. So when his representative in
Myanmar, Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, warned him
that if he used the word “Rohingya” he might
compromise the situation of the country’s tiny
Catholic minority, Francis felt he had no option but
to back down.

The Catholic church has many strengths, including
in its humanitarian work - after all, it has
representatives across the planet, and for all the bad
apples we've become increasingly aware of, there
are many good men and women working tirelessly
to improve the living conditions of people who live
in challenged situations. But it has weaknesses too,
including the fact that its leader, while he might look
like a world peacemaker, must look out first and
foremost for his own people. And that, it seems, is
what has had to happen here.

The rise and rise of 'halal’ business

When Kerim Ture placed his first order for a
batch of long-sleeved tunics that could be
worn by Muslim women, the manufacturers
producing them demanded payment upfront,
apparently convinced the venture would fail
and Ture would be left unable to pay them.
The Turkish entrepreneur quickly proved that
their scepticism was unfounded, and he was
back shortly afterwards to place a new order,
having sold the first.

Today the website Ture established to sell his
products, Modanisa, attracts 100 million
visitors annually, has customers in 120
countries, and has no shortage of
manufacturers willing to work with it.
"Modanisa now has 300 suppliers and 30
designers, it's become a platform for
hundreds of suppliers from all over the world
who want to sell products on our site," a
spokesperson for the company told Al
Jazeera.

However, Ture's story is not simply about one
company's success and his own financial
achievements.

In establishing Modanisa in 2011, Ture wanted
to offer Muslim women who chose to adopt
"modest" Islamic dress codes, more options
than were then available and give them an
outlet they had lacked.

"Just because they (Muslim women) wanted

to cover a little more, the world ignored them
and they had to suffer with the same old
boring clothes," Ture told the audience at a
TEDx talk in Bulgaria in May, adding: "We
thought it was unfair.

"Clothing is more than a fabric you put on
your body, it's more than that, it's part of your
expression and part of your identity, it's
unfair."

Modanisa is one small part of the diverse and
expanding 'halal' sector, which according to
research by the Thomson Reuters foundation
is estimated to be worth $3.7 trillion by 2019.
As 'halal' simply means 'permissible" in the
Arabic language, the term can be applied to
any product or service, which does not violate
Islamic laws and social norms.

What separates halal industries from others,
which do not necessarily fall foul of Islamic
injunctions, is a conscious effort to
accommodate the requirements of Muslim
consumers.

The industries involved are as varied as banks
offering services that avoid the accrual of
interest and nail varnish that allows a user to
perform ablution before prayer.

Other major industries include the halal food
sector, clothing, and tourism.

The trend is particularly noticeable among
Muslim communities in western countries,

INASALLF' "
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such as the UK, where international brands
such as KFC and Subway offer halal menus,
clothes shops such as H&M and Marks and
Spencer sell clothing lines geared towards
Muslim women, supermarkets have halal food
sections, and mainstream banks offer Islamic
finance products.

Cardiff University's Dr Jamal Ahmed explained
that consumption of 'halal' products was
driven just as much by issues of identity as
commitment to Islamic rules.

"Academic studies have consistently reported
that ethnic minorities in general but Muslims
in particular, feel more strongly about their

H
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identities than people back home (their
countries of origin)," Ahmed said.
"Accordingly, Muslims seek identity anchors
when they construct their notions of self and
make a statement about who they are.
"Consuming halal, be it food, clothing, travel
or Islamic finance, gives them a sense of
identity but also a sense of stability and
freedom from anxieties."

However, where an individual consumer
sees the fulfilment of a religious obligation
oract affirming their identity, governments
see fiscal growth potential.

Recent exhibitions of halal businesses in

Japan and Turkey drew backing from the
governments of those countries.

In 2013, former British Prime Minister David
Cameron declared his intent to make
London "one of the great capitals of Islamic
finance", and announced the issue of the
UK's first government bond compliant with
Islamic law, becoming the first non-Muslim
state to do so.

It's not just in the financial industry that
countries that are not majority-Muslim are
taking a lead role in the growth of the halal
sector.

Brazil's Muslims make up a tiny part of its
population of 207 million people, at just
over 200,000, yet the country is a leading
exporter of halal beef, with the industry
valued at close to $6bn in 2015.

Similarly, New Zealand is also a leading
exporter of halal meat despite its relatively
small Muslim population, with sales of
$576m.

Abdul Azim Ahmed, a researcher in
Contemporary Religion, told Al Jazeera that
while the growth in the halal sector gave
accessible alternatives to the Muslim
population, there was also a danger of
"simply reducing Muslim ethics down to
consumer choice".
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You might be surprised
Trump retweeted
Britain First - but as a
Muslim who grew up
in Luton, I'm not

Shock, horror, disbelief: those are
the words being used across
social media to describe the fact
that Donald Trump has been
retweeting the far-right deputy
leader of Britain First, Jayda
Fransen. Specifically, he
retweeted three anti-Muslim
videos which had been
previously shared by Fransen,
who has been sharing news
stories about the American
President’s sudden interest in her
all day.

How could it be that the
President could associate himself
a person who has been
convicted of  religiously
aggravated harassment after
“hurling abuse at a Muslim
woman wearing a hijab” and
who has a track record of
spreading hatred and fear?

The answer is because these are
very similar to the values that
Donald Trump himself embodies,
in spite of all those who have
sought to normalise what he says
and play down his far-right
beliefs.

When you've witnessed Britain
First march through your
hometown - as | have in Luton -
shouting abuse at Muslim
communities, telling them that
they don't belong, and
intimidating and surrounding
women with headscarves, then it
doesn't at all come as a surprise
that the current occupant of the
White House would sympathise
with such a group.

For me, Trump’s rhetoric is
merely an extension of what far-
right groups had been saying
years earlier. As far as I'm
concerned, he and the far right
are one and the same. A group
with such an ideology has in
Trump an ally with his finger on
the nuclear button.

When Trump began targeting
Muslim communities with his
Muslim ban policy, some of us
who had to live through the
constant street marches of the
EDL and Britain First had heard it
all before. That's why it was so
difficult for people like myself to
differentiate  between what
Trump’s  policies  towards
Muslims were - surrounded as he
was by people like Steve Bannon,
whose worldview included an
impending end-of-times battle
between the West and Islam -
and what far right groups like

Britain First believe.

Treat Muslim communities as the
“other”, deny that they belong,
seek to smear an entire
community and claim that all are
guilty by association: these are
the same tactics that Trump and
Britain First employ.

Watching Trump’s campaign to
be President was like watching
the same groups who had held
intimidating marches through
our town run for the most
powerful office in the world;
Trump, therefore, is their natural
bedfellow. The main difference
between Trump and Britain First,
of course, is that people
associated with Britain First —
most notably Fransen herself -
have been arrested and
convicted of hate crimes. That's
why it sends out such a powerful
message when the current
resident of the White House
seemingly endorses Fransen on
Twitter.

Both Trump and Britain First also
share a penchant for “fake news”;
President Trump, of course,
claims to rally against it, even
when the objective facts prove
that he is wrong. At least one of
the videos that Trump has
retweeted from Jayda Fransen
which purportedly shows a
“Muslim migrant beating up a
Dutch boy on crutches” has
proven to be fake. Authorities
tracked down the “Muslim
migrant” only to find that he is
neither Muslim nor a migrant.
Those who sought to deny then
Trump was anything like the far
right, or those who claimed he
would amend his views and
behaviour and be influenced by
the more moderate forces
around him in the Republican
Party, have been proven wrong
once again. How long will we
placate ourselves with these
evidently false narrative before
we take serious action against
such a hateful president?

| was saddened to see Trump
retweet a far-right group which
relies on fake news stories to
spread hatred and fear of

migrant and Muslim
communities, but | wasn't
surprised. Given that the

President of the United States
has aped their very rhetoric and
tactics to propel him into the
White House, how on earth could
| be?

Hadiya's fight to marry
the man of her choice

Hadiya pictured with her husband

New Delhi, India - From the confines of her

i parents' home to the regulation of a hostel;

from the "custody" of her parents to the
"guardianship" of the college dean: freedom
is arriving in instalments for 24-year-old
Hadiya.

India's top court on Monday finally heard
Hadiya, a woman from a Hindu family whose

i marriage to a Muslim man had been annulled
i byalower court earlier this year. She has been

under the custody of her father since then.

"l want my freedom. | have been in unlawful
custody for 11 months. | want to be a good
citizen, a good doctor but | want to live true
to my faith," the 24-year-old medical student
told a three-judge bench at the Supreme

¢ Courtin New Delhi.

Hadiya, who was previously known by her
Hindu name Akhila Asokan, converted to
Islam last January and married a Muslim man
later that year despite opposition from her
family.

I Hadiya's husband, Safin Jahan, approached

¢ the Supreme Court to challenge the lower

court's order. Last month the Supreme Court
said that consent of an adult for marriage is

i prime.
i The top court in its earlier hearing in August

had reserved its judgement and instead
ordered an investigation by the country's anti-

i terror agency into whether the marriage was,
i infact, a "Love Jihad".

Rights activists and feminists have accused
state institutions of perpetuating a

¢ "patriarchal and Islamophobic" narrative

pushed by far-right Hindu groups.

'Shameful show' by the court

In recent years, far-right Hindu groups have
stepped up a campaign against "Love Jihad" -
a term for what they consider to be an alleged
Islamist conspiracy to convert Hindu women

: through seduction, marriage and money.

Hadiya's father KM Ashokan has alleged that
his daughter converted to Islam as part of a

plan to send her to Syria to join the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known
as ISIS).

In its latest orders, the apex court sent Hadiya
to a college in the southern state of Tamil
Nadu to pursue her studies. The state police
forces will be responsible for her security for
the next 11 months until she completes them.
This takes her out of her parents' "custody",
which Hadiya on Monday described asillegal.
On her way to New Delhi from her home in
Kottayam, she had said that she wanted to
stay with her husband.

Kapil Sibbal, senior counsel for Shafin, told Al
Jazeera that the court order today spells
freedom for Hadiya and that "no impediments
have been placed on her".

But Kavita Krishnan, secretary of the All India
Progressive  Women's Association, says
Monday was "a weak and shameful show" by
the court.

"It's a limited measure of liberty she has got.
The Supreme Court has failed to do its duty
which is to protect her constitutional liberty.
What | would have expected the Supreme
Court to tell her is that - 'You are completely
free'. Why is the court saying that 'you must
study here, and you must live in a hostel”? How
is this the court's business?" Krishnan told Al
Jazeera.

"This day will be remembered for Hadiya's
bravery. Her courageous voice shames the
Supreme Court. Hadiya's insistence on being
heard and her courage ensured she has got
some measure of liberty."

Hadiya's father's counsel argued that the court
must first examine the probe report
submitted by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

India's chief justice had summoned Hadiya to
New Delhi to testify on whether she was
converted forcefully.

Religious conversion is legal in India provided
it is not done under coercion.

Challenge to patriarchy

Hadiya's battle has posed a challenge to the
patriarchy in India, say activists.

Men and women are still murdered across the
villages of northern India for marrying outside
their caste and religion. Cases of illegal
abortions of female foetuses and immolation
of young brides by their in-laws for not
fulfilling dowry demands are also rampant.
Activist Krishnan says "Love Jihad" is a right-
wing concept which has "zero respect for
women's choice and consent".

"In recent months, | have seen big TV channels
try to manufacture traction for this myth.
What's new in the Hadiya case is that the
Kerala High Court endorsed and perpetuated
this regressive, patriarchal and Islamophobic
formulation," Krishnan told Al Jazeera.

"They see women as the property of
communities.”

Critics of the Narendra Modi-led government
say the bogey of "Love Jihad" was created by
affiliated groups to further their majoritarian
Hindu agenda.

The term "Love Jihad" was popularised by
Hindu supremacist groups such as the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and its
affiliate groups such as Bajrang Dal and Vishva
Hindu Parishad.

"Girls of the coming generation should be told
the meaning of 'Love Jihad' and the ways to
save themselves from their traps," RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat said in 2014.

Hindu far-right groups allied with the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party have run a campaign
against Hindu women marrying Muslim men.

'Demonisation of Muslims'

This is "part of a systematic attempt to drive a
deeper rift, a deeper wedge between the two
communities”, said activist and former civil
servant Harsh Mander.

"Hatred between communities is always built
around a set of myths. The idea of 'Love Jihad',
that Muslim men were being used to lure
Hindu women, is particularly strange and
fanciful. It would be a comical idea if it were
not so dangerous," he told Al Jazeera.

"The fact that the federal terror investigative
agency of the country, and the High Court and
the former Chief Justice are actually taking this
type of an argument seriously - | find that
intensely worrying."

The NIA in its report to the Supreme Court
referred to alleged cases in Kerala where
Hindu women were "lured" into converting to
Islam, allegedly to recruit them to "terror"
causes.

The term "Love Jihad" should be treated with
scepticism, said human rights campaigner
Shabnam Hashmi.

"The phrase is being used to demonise India's
Muslims. This new regime has used this trope
very effectively just like the narrative around
the holy cow and campaign for the temple for
the Hindu God Ram. These are various tools of
polarising Indians," she told Al Jazeera.
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Bosnian Croat war criminal
dies after drinking poison
in UN courtroom

A former Bosnian Croat general has died
after drinking a phial of poison at a UN
tribunal in The Hague, where his war crimes
sentence of 20 years was upheld on
Wednesday, a court spokesman has
confirmed.

Seconds after his sentence was upheld at
the international criminal tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia (ICTY), Slobodan Praljak,
shouted out angrily: “Praljak is not a
criminal. | reject your verdict.”

The 72-year-old then raised a small brown
bottle to his lips, and drank it in full view of
the cameras filming the hearing. ‘I just
drank poison,” he said. “I am not a war
criminal. | oppose this conviction.”

The official statement from the ICTY said:
“Mr Slobodan Praljak, one of six defence
appellants in the Prli¢ et al. case, passed
away today in HMC Hospital in The Hague.
“During the public pronouncement of the
appeal judgement the appeals chamber
confirmed his conviction and affirmed Mr
Praljak's sentence of 20 years of
imprisonment. Immediately thereafter, Mr
Praljak drank a liquid while in court, and
quickly fell ill.

“Mr Praljak was immediately assisted by the
ICTY medical staff. Simultaneously an
ambulance was summoned. Mr Praljak was
transported to a nearby hospital to receive
further medical assistance where he passed.
“In accordance with standard procedures,
at the request of the ICTY, the Dutch
authorities have initiated an independent
investigation which is currently ongoing.
The tribunal has extended its condolences
to the next of kin."

The Croatian prime minister, Andrej
Plenkovi¢, had earlier confirmed his death
after it was initially reported on Croatian

state TV, and offered his condolences to the
family.

Plenkovic added: “His act, which we
regrettably saw today, mostly speaks about
a deep moral injustice towards six Croats
from Bosnia and the Croatian people ... We
voice dissatisfaction and regret about the
verdict.”

Dutch police have declared the courtroom
a crime scene.

The unprecedented scenes came as judges
were handing down judgment in the
appeals case of six former Bosnian Croat
political and military leaders. They are the
court'’s final verdict for war crimes
committed during the bloody 1990s break-
up of Yugoslavia.

As court officials surrounded the white-
haired and bearded Praljak, the presiding
judge, Carmel Agius, immediately ordered

the proceedings suspended. The curtains
screening the courtroom were abruptly
closed to the public.

Within minutes, an ambulance arrived
while a helicopter hovered overhead.
Several emergency workers rushed into the
building carrying equipment in backpacks.
A court guard appealed for calm, saying

Praljak was “receiving all necessary medical
attention”.

Praljak was charged with ordering the
destruction of Mostar's 16th-century bridge
in November 1993, which judges in the first
trial had said “caused disproportionate
damage to the Muslim civilian population”.
A symbol of Bosnia’s devastation in the war,
the Ottoman-era bridge was later rebuilt.
The city experienced some of the worst of
the Croat-Muslim clashes, with nearly 80%
of its eastern area destroyed in the fighting.

In their ruling, the judges allowed part of
Praljak’s appeal, saying the bridge had been
a legitimate military target during the
conflict. They also overturned some of his
convictions, but refused to reduce his
overall sentence.

The case has been keenly watched in
Zagreb, and the appeal judges said that all
six men, who had been found guilty of
taking part in a scheme to remove Bosnian
Muslims, “remained convicted of numerous
and very serious crimes”.

Praljak had already completed a significant
proportion of his sentence. Before the
Bosnian conflict, he had been a writer and
film director.

An investigation is likely to be launched
into who supplied him with the poison and
how he could have smuggled the bottle
into court through what should have been
strict security at the longest-running war
crimes tribunal in The Hague.

One lawyer who has defended suspects at
the ICTY said it would be easy to bring
poison into the court. Toma Fila, a Serbian
A lawyer who has frequently defended
suspects at the UN war crimes court in the
Netherlands says it would be easy to bring
poison into the court. Toma Fila, a Serbian
lawyer, said that security for lawyers and
other court staff “is just like at an airport.”
He added: “They inspect metal objects, like
belts, metal money, shoes, and take away
mobile phones” but “pills and small
quantities of liquids” would not be
registered.

Earlier in the proceedings, the judges had
upheld a 25-year prison term against
Jadranko Prli¢, the former prime minister of
a breakaway Bosnian Croat statelet, and a
20-year term for its former defence minister

Bruno Stojic.

The bloody 1992-95 war in Bosnia, in which
100,000 people died and 2.2 million were
displaced, mainly pitted Bosnian Muslims
against Bosnian Serbs, but also saw brutal
fighting between Bosnian Muslims and
Bosnian Croats after an initial alliance fell
apart.

Wednesday's proceeding came a week
after the judges imposed a life sentence on
the former Bosnian Serb commander Ratko
Mladi¢, whose ruthlessness in the conflict
earned him the title of “Butcher of Bosnia”.
The Bosnian-Croat statelet, backed by the
government of the Croatian nationalist
leader Franjo Tudjman, was formally
dismantled in 1996 as part of the peace deal
that ended the war. The “president” of
Herceg-Bosna, Mate Boban, died in 1997
and Tudjman in 1999, leaving Prlic the
highest-ranking Bosnian Croat official to
face prosecution for the crimes.
Commenting on Praljak's actions,
Tudjman’s son, Miroslav, said it was a
“consequence of his moral position not to
accept the verdict that has nothing to do
with justice or reality”.

Nick Kaufman, a former prosecutor at the
ICTY, said: “When deprived of authority
over the masses and the attention which
formerly fuelled their ego and charisma,
such defendants can often be extremely
resourceful with the little power they
retain.”

The ICTY charged Praljack and his co-
defendants in 2004. The six surrendered
with Croatia under pressure to comply with
the court in return for joining the European
Union.

The ICTY closes its doors on 31 December,
having indicted and dealt with 161 people.

Polly Neate

Rising homelessness is a direct result of

toxic government cuts

Imagine living with your partner in a cramped
space, a mere 12 foot by seven foot, with just
enough room for the door to open. Add to this a
baby, two primary school aged children and two
teenagers.

There are two double beds, used for sleeping and
storing possessions. On dry nights, the 18-year-old
son sleeps outside on a nearby flat roof to give the
other family members more space.

This vision might seem extreme but it is the stark
reality of just one of the families who have spoken

to Shelter about their experience of homelessness.
It is not unusual for families who come through our
doors every day to face scenarios similar to this.
Shelter’s new research shows that 307,000 people
in Britain are homeless today. It's worth pausing a
second and putting that into perspective - that
number is more than the population of Newcastle.
For some people, this means shivering on a cold
street as the Christmas period begins, contrast
against twinkling lights as others go about gift
shopping. For others it means spending weeks in
a cramped hostel room with their children.

And the situation is getting worse. Our research
today shows there has been an increase of 13,000
people in the last year alone. These numbers might
be bad, but they could be even worse, as they do
not include homeless people who are hidden from
official counts, such as sofa surfers.

Consecutive governments have failed dismally to
build nearly enough homes that people on middle
and low incomes can genuinely afford.

And at the same time, benefit cuts have left poorer
tenants unable to pay the rent. In particular, the
four-year freeze on housing benefit in the private
rented sector, called local housing allowance, is

pushing people into homelessness.

This toxic mix means more and more people are
coming to Shelter for help. Our frontline services
are working tirelessly to ensure people avoid the
homelessness trap. But hard as it is to believe, there
are some silver linings here: we know what the
causes are, so we can get on with the solutions too.
We believe the government should use the
forthcoming budget to end this benefit freeze, as
well as overhauling our broken housebuilding
system, to ensure we start building many more of
the affordable homes we urgently need.
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